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pao OUGH the following work, asa Syfiem of 

Divinity, has the appearance of being new, 
yet certainly it propofes no new foundation: for 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Fefus Chrift:—Ilf we {peak not accord- 
ing to this word (Chrifl) it is becaufe there is no 
light in us;—but if we are led by this light, Jefus 
Chnit, the fame yefterday, to-day and for ever, 
much darknefs is difcovered in our moft approved 
medern fyftems; andit wiil appear that our maft« 
ér-builders, if any may be called fuch befides the 
Prophets and Apoftles, have, in a great meafure, 
builded afide from the foundation, and muft there- 
fore fuffer lofs. ' 


It is certain that the work not framed accord 
ing to the true and only foundation, though the 
fiudy and labour of ages will not profit men; 
and the torch of divine revelation cannot be too 
foon applied to the vaft pile which fhall fet it all 
on flame: and though the hand or inftrument to 
do this muft expe& to be treated by many as a 
vile incendiary, yet he will deferve well of the 
world of mankind; for let the hay, wood and 
ftubble be confumed, and the light of the divine 
foundation, and the gold, filver and precious 
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_ ftones, builded thereon, will break forth as the 
lightning, and fhine through the earth. 


Many Syftems of Divinity, though ealled 
Chriftian, bear no character of truth——they do 
not refpect the foundation in one effential point 
of view. With thefe we have no concern—they | 
are not objects of our attention—God will judge 
them and their authors, and blot their name and 
remembrance from the city of God: But there are. 
others which do, in fome effential view, regard the 
glorious foundation ; and though greatly faulty, 
in not obferving its full meafure, yet deferve our 
moft ferious attention—we are affured they will 
not wholly fail, though tried by fire; and their 
authors will be faved in the day of the Lord, 


Among thefe, the works founded on the bafis 
of pure benevolence, and unfolding in what are call- 
ed the Doétrines of Grace, have the preference.—+ 
A line of truth has been drawn from this divine 
do&rine, with the demonftration of the fpirit, for 
which, in the American world, we have been great~ 
ly indebted to the labours of Prefident Edwards 
and Dottor Hopkins. But the works of thefe 
divines, the latter efpecially*, being brought for- 
ward. as whole fy{tems, too apparently miflake one. 
charaéter of the divine principle for the whole 

body of light; confequently the propofed foun- 
dation, not being fufficiently broad to fupport the, 
whole fabrick, a great part of it falls into a pile : 

* Prefident Edwards did not offer his works as a fyftem, but 


by many they have been confidered as fuch, and exprefsly as 
having the doctrine of benevolence for their foundation. 
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and, under examination, the mind becomes op- 
prefled, and is overwhelmed with the detail of 
principles and arguments, which clufter every 
where like the ftars; whereas the true fyftem can 
afford but one priacisle and one argument. — 
Divine benevolence is all important; it can never 
be too much contemplated or admired—it may be 
confidered, in the divine fy{tem, what the natural 
dight is in the fyftem of natuse; but as much as 
‘natural light is the glory of the world, any attempt 
to found the fyftem of nature upon its light, in- 
flead of the combined flrength of all its elements, 
would be weak and fruitlefs, Thefe works contain 
great and precious treafures, and fhould be con- 
fidered as excellent tracts of divinity, rather than 
fy flems, 

But this is not the greateft evil aicading the 
error of miftaking a chara€ter of the divine prin- 
ciple, for the principle itfelf; for as benevolence, 
which is apparently offered as the foundation of 
thefe works, -is underftood to be a moral charac- 
ter, of a mere moral nature, the attempt to found. 
the divine fyftem upon it, has given the whole too 
much the afpe& of a mere moral fy ftem—this is 
an evil of great magnitude, I am, indeed, fenfi- 
ble that fome divines, who have taken this ground, 
have alfo acknowledged, that the divine fyftem is 
fomething more than moral, and have attempted 
to fhew it. Mr. Edwards fuppoles that Chnift 
acted in. the world under two or three diftin@ 
laws. Thefe attempts have all been comp!icated 
and afide from the general argument, which ape 
pears every where of a moral nature, and have 
therefore made little or no impreffion. 
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This has long been obferved with great grief 
by many lovers of jefus Chiift’s righteoufnels ; and 
the influence of this miftake in diverting the mind 
from the infinitely glorious fubjett of jefus Chrift — 
and him crucified, to mere moral principles, and 
the merit or demerit of creature exercifes, has been 
very apparent and aiarming. It is not conceived, 
however, that our theory will oppofe and fupprefs _ 
the f{pirit and genius of thefe works; on the con- 
trary it will efpoufe and fupport their defign and 
end, by laying open to view a broader foundation. 
And if, in this fyftem, lefs attention is paid to the 
fubjeét, which, for more than two centuries, under 
the feveral heads commonly called the Five Points, 
has chiefly employed the ableft divines; it is not 
becaufe the fubjeét is thought to be of {mall moment, 
but for the reafon, that it has been fo generally 
and fully inveftigated. Being folicitous to honor 
thofe works, in vindication of thefe much difpute 
ed articles of grace, I repeat it, that they do res 
fpeét the true and only foundation, Chnift the 
Lord, in their apparent defign and end; and if 
we but touch the hem cf his garment we {hall re- 
ceive virtue, and fhall be faved; and fo far ouy 
woiks have glory and praife. 


There are many things which relate to the gofs. 
pel, and which, indifpenfably, muft be brought for 
ward in connexion with it, which, however, are not’ 
the gofpei itfe.f: Such are the articles referred to 
above, and fuch is the chniftian morality.— Jefus 
Chnift was brought before the Jewifh court, and 
Roman ‘governor, and accufed of many things, to 
which, as tranfient matters, he made no reply; but 
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to one accufation he replied, and confeffed the 
charge; and, upon which, he fuffered upon the 
crofs; he laid down his own life, for he fuffered 
upon his own con/effion; which charge and con- 
feffion was this, that he declared himfelf to be a 
king, and that, in a future day, upon the ancient 
throne of Judah and Ifrael, he fhould reign over 
and judge the world.—And in his reply to this 
queftion, before Pontius Pilate—‘‘ Art thou a king 
“ then?” he faid, To this end was I born, and for 
this caufe came I into the world, that I fhould bear 
witnefs unto the truth; this matter then of his com- 
ing kin,dom is the truth, the gofpel itfelf; hence 
our Lord called his dottrine, the word of the king- 
dom, and the gofpel of the kingdom. 


Before the Jewifh court, the high prieft faid 
unto him, J adjure thee by the living God, that thow 
tell us whether thow be the Chrift, the Son of God.— 
The Jews underftood by the name Chrift, &c. one 
who was to reign and judge upon the throne of 
David.—-To this he immediately anfwered, for it 
was his bufinefs in the world, to ‘* bear witnels 
“unto the trath:” Fefus faria unto him,—Thow 
hajt faid; which was his manner of giving his af- 
firmation, as we fhould fay, yes; and he added, 
‘* Hereafter” /hall ye fee the Son of Man futeng on 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven; in which manner, according to the pro- 
phets, it was expected that the king of Ifrael would 
take to himfelf his great power, and come and reign. 
—Upon this confeflion, ihe high prieft rent his 
elothes, faying, He hath fpoken blafphemy ; what 

further necd have we of wiineffes? Behold, now ye 
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have heard his blafphemy.—What think ye? They 
anfwered and faid, He 1s guilty of death, — 


And before Pontius Pilate the queflion was the 
fame, Art thou the king of the ews ?— Fefus an- 
fwered, My kingdom is mot of this world —If my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my fervanis 
fight, that I fhould not be delivered to the Fews:— 
but now 1s my kingdom not from hence. Pulate there« 
fore faid unto him, Art thou a king then? Fefus 
anfwered, Thou fayeft that Iam a king; which, as 
obferved, was his yea to the queftion, and his con- 
feffion to the accufation laid in againft him to take 
his life.—Here, alfo, as before the Sanhedrim, and 
the court of Herod, when he was queftioned iz 
many words, or concerning various matters, he an- 
Jwered nothing: but as foon as this point is brought 
up, and this queftion is put to him, in every in- 
ftance he made an immediate reply and confeflion ; 
for his errand into the world was to dear wiine/s 
unto the truth. 


Pilate was determined to let him go; for, tho’ 
he found the matter of his accufation to be a faét, 
that Jefus did claim, by the higheft authority, .to 
be the rightful fovereign of that ancient kingdom, 
and therefore, as by the charter given to David, 
Pfalm Ixxii, 8. he was the prince of all the kings 
doms of the earth; yet he knew that for envy the 
people had delivered him, and he had alfo fome 
apprehenfion of the divine afpect of the thmg: 
But the Fews cried out, faying, If thou let this man 
§9, thow art not Cefar's friend: whofoever maketh 
himfelf a king, fpeaketh againft Cefar.— And the 
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Rvangelifts note that it was this faying that deters 
mined Pilate te give judgment in the cafe, 


That this was the matter for which Jefus Chrift 
was condemned to the crofs is evident from his 
written acculation, which, according to the Roman 
cultom, in cafes of capital punifhment, was fuf- 
pended over the fufferer, and therefore called a. 
fuperfcription, and which was this—The king of 
the Fews. And, doubtlefs, the truth for which Je- 
fus Chrift bled upon the crofs is fimply the gof- 
pel. Thisis ‘‘ that thing,” that diftinét thing, con= © 
felled by Peter, in two cea? * Luke ix. 20, 21. 
as it was revealed to him in the words and works 
of Jefus, which he fpake and wrought from the 
Father, and for which this difciple, Peter, was 
pronounced J/e/fed. - 


Hence the Apoftle, in giving the gofpel charge 
to Timothy, which is the commandment given to 
every minifter of Jefus, fays I give thee charge in 
the fight of God, who quickeneth all things, and be- 
fore Fefus Chrift, who, before Pontius Pilate, wit 
neffed a good confeffion; that thou keep this com- 
mandment without fpot, unrebukable, until the ap- 
pearing of our Lord Jefus Chrift; which 1 his 
times he /hall fhew, who is the bleffed and only po- 
sentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Here, then, the folemn charge of the minifter of 
God is laid down in the very article which Chrift, 
as a witnefs to the truth, confefled before Pontius 
Pi late, and (hich i in a future day, called his tzmes, 


* The Chrift of God; 
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he will fhew in the a€tual exhibition. And, furely, 
this commandment, fo given in charge to the min- 
ifters of Jefus, is the gofpel merely. 

It is evident that good difcourfes may be made 
npon the fubjects of religion, virtue and morality ; 
particularly, upon the divine perfections, haman 
depravity, the decrees of God, dependence upon. 
divine influences, the nature of exercifes, the fhort- 
nefs of time, vanity of the world, moral obliga- 
tions, fubmiffion to adverfe difpenfations, and a 
future fate of rewards and punifhments, and nu- 
. merous other ferious fubje@ts, without embracing 
the gofpel. The Greeks and other improved na- 
tions, poflefled many very valuable inftructions 
of this nature, long before the gofpel came among 
them. I fay that excellent difcourfes may be 
made upon thefe and fuch like important fubjeéts ; 
and that kingdom and glory which lies at the foun- 
dation of the do@trine of Chrift, and which will 
foon be revealed, to crown the whole divine exhi- 
bition, be left out of view ; and they may be very 
ufeful, provided they be not fubftituted for the 
cofpel. But this is another thing; the gofpel is 
diftin@ly the kong’s matter* as really a matter of 
fiate, as was the fubje@ of the conteft between 
the Houfe of Saul and the Houfe of David. 


I mean not, however, to admit that it is proper 
for a minifter of Chrift, in any difcourfe, to leave 
the great fubject of his embaffage out of prominent 
view: Paul could not dothis. It may be hoped 
that, in this dark day, the lamentable filence which 


* Pfalm Ixv. 1, 
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prevails relpeCting the teflimony. of Jefus, in. fome 
inftances, is to. be imputed to mere miftake and 
ignorance of what 1s truth; and this is bad enough, 
that men fhould run and not be fent; that they 
fhould take upon them the infinite refponfibility of 
this miniftry,. without knowing what i is their com- 
miffion and charge. But it is greatly to be feared 
that, in moft inftances, the latent caufe of the evil 
is that moft malignant one which blinded the 
Jews, and imiade _ elders and chief priefts, 
whilft fitting in Mofes’ feat, and holding the law 
and the prophets in the Fgh veneration, pro- 
nounce the glorious truth of Jelus Chrift’s king- 
dom, blafphemy ; of which truth Mofes and the 
prophets had fo clearly written. 

Alas! How is it; that men who are shared 
with this commandment, to keep it pure, under 
the folemnity ofa confecrating vow, ho preach 
whole years about the gofpel, and ne fo di- 
ftin@ly as to be underftood, preach the gofpel 
itfelf? And alfo write volumes of truths, and 
fearcely give one broad hint of the truth. 

But notwith{tanding this apparent miftake 
of the moral charaéter of ‘ihe divine principle for 
the principle itfelf; or, to fay the leaft, notwith- 
ftanding the great ohGaunity refpeciing the height, 
and depth, and length, and breadth of the divine | 
foundation; the many clear philofophical de- 
monftrations of truth, from the propefed founda- 
tion, in the works particularly referred to, afford 
convincing evidence that there exifts in the divine 
fyftem, fone one difcoverable. principle, which 
conftitutes and governs tlie whole, as really 
and demonflrably as. the power called attraction: 


xviii PRE F AC E. 


and repulfion is fuppofed to conftitute and go~ 
vern the fy{tem of nature. It is evident that thefe 
authors wrote under fuch an impreflion, otherwife 
they would not have attempted to philofophize 
upon thefe fubjeéts. The attention once paid to 
the vortices, as abfurd as the-attempt to found the 
fyflem upon that do€trine, appears to us, was of 
great importance. The ingenious writings uporr 
vortices, led naturally to the difcovery of the true 
operations of the fyftem; and, in the fame direc- 
tion, our late reafonings upon benevolence, may 
lead to the ultimate of all our inquiries. 


Being very familiar with thefe works from 
my childhood, they undoubtedly had an influence 
in imprefling my mind with the belief of the ex~ 
iftence of fuch a divine principle.—But it was 
the difcovery of the harmony and analogy of alf 
God’s works; and, above all, the declarations m 
the {criptures, of the exiftence of a pattern of di- 
vine things, which was fhewed Mofes in the 
Mount, and which, if we will do the truth, we 
are exprefsly required to refpeét—that led me 
fully to this conclufion: 


And if there be a difcoverable firft principle 
in the divine fyftem, which is the exa& type or 
pattern of the whole, and which, in one view, op- 
ens a vaft eternity, and difcovers the end of the 
works of God from the beginnmg, no arguments 
are neceffary to fhew the importance of making the’ 
difcovery—-of clearly defining the objeét, and of 
eftablifhing the belief of it in the human mind.— 
It is obvious that fuch an acquifition muft have 


PREFACE, xiz 
the fame happy influence in unfolding the divine 
fyftem—in fettling difputes in divinity, and in har- 
monizing our views of thefe fubjetts, that the dit 
covery of the rational operation of nature has had 
in elucidating her various phenomena, and render- 
ing our views of thofe fubjeéts intelligent and har- 
monious.—And_ the one, as to importance, is as 
much to be preferred to the other, as divine and 
eternal things are to be preferred to a corruptible 
perifhing world. 


But, though I had formed the conclufion, 
that. there did exift fuch an all-conftituting—all- 
governing divine principle, and that it was difco- 
verable; ftill the queftion remained, What is it? 
and, what is its theory? I had ever been taught, 
and had confided in the opinion, that, though the 
divine Being was difcoverable, yet the mode of the 
divine exiftence was undifcoverable; and that, tho’ 
a trinity in the godhead muft be believed upon 
the divine teftimony, yet no explanation of the 
doétrine could be given; and I had been fo often 
and feverely rallied by my wife and greatly efteem- 
ed inftru€tors, for afking the why’s and the how's 
of things, that I had nearly concluded the quef- 
tion to be foolifh; but ftill the thought would of- 
ten occur to my mind,—*‘* Do I, or can I con- 
** ceive of any exiftence of which I do not con- 
* ceive fome mode, true or falfe?” But I was con- 
{cious of the exiftence of a divine Being; this put 
me at length upon exploring and analizing my 
own mind, and committing to words, to my felf ac- 
curately defined, what, and what only, I did cor~ 
ceive of a divine Being; the refult of which labor, 
to my own mind, has been fatisfaclory. 
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I would not, however, be underftood fo fup-. 
pofe, that this divine principle’ has, till now, been 
undifcoyered; on the contrary, I obferve,, it has: 
been as vifilbe as the fun in the firmament, and 
has) ever been acknowledged by all believers in di- 
vine revelation to be a fundamental principle.— 
Writers of bodies of divinity, and other large 
works, have ufually taken their departure from if; 
and we have commonly heard it remarkably ex- 
preffed, though not fo much of late, in the intro- 
duétion of he prayers 2 and other religious exercif- 
es of God's people, viz. That aiek was ripe in 
Chrift Jefus, for the redemption of the world, 
the carly age US ebeR nT 


It is the ufe and all comprehenfive applica- 
tion of a known principle on which we have fix+ 
ed our attention; and, indeed, this is the proper 
fubject of all philofophy, natural, moral, or di- 
vine; and in this {phere men have Fade their mott 
valuab! e difcoverics.—The attra€tive power of cle- 
mentary fub{tances is no new difcovery ; it muft 
have been obferved by every intelligent’ man on 
earth; the rational, exact, and extenfive influence 
of bits power, or, rial may be called its bheory? 
conilitute the difcoveries of Newton,* : 


* Mr, Newton having difcovered a theory in the natural 
World, and that all things were under one governmentor law, 
there ftopped ; acknowledging a Divine Will that controul- 
ed the whole ; but he did not difcover that the divine will 
itielf prejented a theory, of whch the heaven and the earth 
are the exact copy or fecondary Operation ; confequently his 
natural theory is imperfed, 7. e. he does not’ by theory fully 
explain the phenomena of nature—he theorizes the movements 
of the {pheres, &c. but he does not theorize their exiftence, er 
fn Klas) ‘ “ : Wik ee ins b ‘4s uy 
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Nor would we be underftood to entertain a 
profpeét that difcoveries. and demonftrations of 
ruth will -be made, which will lead to univerfal 


f 
« 


how they vere put in motion—he could not by theory, ex- 
plain Noah’s flood, the future diffolution of the world, or how 
at moft exift after the conflagration. He went, however, as 
far, perhaps, as it was poffible to go, without difcovering the 
divine theory; for,as the natural world depends abfolutely on 
the divine will; the divine will, in reality, is nature’s law ; 
and it is evident, that nature’s law muft be difcovered and ex- 
plained, in order to explain fully the fyftem of nature. 

In fome theological writings, Mr. Newton difcovers that 
he apprehended this defeét in his fyftem ; and, in treating of 
the doctrine of the Trinity, particularly of the Father and the 
Son, itis apparent, that he was led to fuppofe fomething ex- 
ifted in that relation, which was neceflary to be unfolded, in 
order to complete the great objeét of his refearches ; but in- 
ftead of taking up the divine will as being conftituted effen- 
tially, of diftin& parts in union, and therefore offering the 
ground of a theory in itfelf, he underitood it to be fimple, or 
without parts ; and, fo underitood, it was incapable of being 
aground from which he could rationate the exiftence and 
flate of the worlds, and open to the bottom, nature and her 
Taw. And therefore, in this attempt, inftead of gaining, he 
lott ground. 
Mr. Newton difcovered nature—attraétion and repulfion 
ig nature herfelf:—-lc is certainly an effect, or fecondary op- 


eration ; and, when we comé to the fecondary operation, we. 


gnd it manifold. 

The late learned James Tytler, read in manufcript the 
firft part of this théory ; and, iathe margin, made in this con- 
nection the following remark. <‘‘ Perhaps, on {tri examina- 


<¢ tion, it may be found, that fome other fecondary operation. 
‘* may claim high prerogatives in nature’s family. ‘The ex-. 


** tenfive modes of operation, afcribed to the electrical fluid, 
*¢ may be feen defcribed in the Encyclopedia Britannica, under 
“< the articles eleétricity, attraction, atmofphere, aftronomy, 
“* chemiftry, deluge, cohefion, fire, flame, heat, cold, aurora 
*< borealis, earthquake, lightning, meteorolagy, &c. Kleétri- 
© cians have contidered this fluid as the chief fecondary agent 
“¢ in producing all the phenomena of nature. Andvat prefent 
*« this appears to be the prevailing doctrine of natural philofo- 
*‘phy. See a thort abftra& of thefe, opinions in Walker’s 
* fyflem of geography, lately publifhed.” ie 
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conviction; the moft palpable facts in nature, and 
the moll eafy to be underftood, have been doubted 
and denied; there exiftsin the world a criminal in~ 
fidelity—the prejudices of men are harder to be 
removed than mountains, and their difinclination 
to thinking is a difficulty fill more infurmounta- 
ble —And, believing that a principle of fach all- 
powerful effet does exif, and that we have fixed 
‘upon the truth, ftiil we fhall not impute all re- 
maining doubt and difpute refpeéting this work to 
unbelief, prejudice and floth; for, after all, in the 
prefent f{tate, we fhall know but in part, and fee 
darkly; the principle of knowledge will be but 
partly defcribed, and its application fometimes will 
be obfcure, if not miftaken.—In making ufe of a 
thoufand cafes in the works and providence of God 
to illufirate the truth of our theory; and in ape 
plying numberlefs texts of {cripture, no profpeck 
is entertained that a cafe will not fometimes be 
miftaken, and a text be mifapplied. 


But this imperfeQion of all human minds 
and works, in many cafes produce groundlefs 
doubts, .difputes and difbelief; for, if the imper- 
fe€tions of our fenfes and performances afford, juft 
ground to difcredit faéts, we are incapable of know~ 
ledge; and, in the prefent cafe, we appeal to facts; 
fats which, we prefume, all men are in fome de- | 
gree con{cious of, however imperfeGtly they may be 
difcovered or defcribed; and it cannot be denied, 
that the body of the evidence adduced in fupport 
of the theory, is of the fame nature, and is drawn 
from the fame fources; and, indeed, is the very 
fame evidence which has principally fupported the 
eaufe of Chriflianity in the world, 


/ 


As to the form of this work, Iam fenfible 
that one more fyllogiftical would have been bette¢ 
adapted to the habits of fome improved minds; 
but my ftudy has been to make it éafy to the moft 
common underftanding, and therefore I have di-« 
vided it into numerous fhort fe€tions, each illuf. 
trating, agreeably to the theory, fome one efta- 
blifhed faé or doétrine of the creation, providence, 
or revelation of God. This refpeét has been paid 
to this ftate of the human mind, not only as it is 
the moft common, but alfo as it will ever have the 
moft weight and decifion in forming a judgment, 
And I have endeavored to make the argument to 
confift of the fimple faéts; for it muft be acknow- 
Jedged, that an argument By way of inference from 
fads, However clear, cannot be fo clear and con- 
vincing as the internal evidence, or the difcovery 
of the truth in the faéts themfelves. 


The moft material points of the theory I had 
obferved and arranged before entering into the mi- 
niftry, and they were advanced in my firft fermons; 
but fuch difficulties appeared in the way of their 
coming to the public through my hands, that, till 
lately, it has not been reinotel¥ contemplated, and 
therefore no provifion had been made for its being 
done; and, at prefent, the flendereft natural con- 
flitution, and daily growing weakneffes, and the 
paftoral charge of a large people, leave no prof- 
pet of my finifhing the work. © All I am encour- 
aged IT fhali be able to offer, is a compend of the 
divine theory,* a ftatement of the principle, and a 


* Some remarkable changes in the circumftances of the 
author, which took place foon after fetting about this work 5 
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brief flatement of fome leading known faéts in the 
creation, in order to illuftrate it, and fhew how It 
theorizes in the works of God.— What remains of 
the work® more than this muft be lefe to other 
hands, and them God will provide.—The Lord 
gave the word; great was the company of thofe that 
publifed ths 


his being difmiffed from his charge, and, in fome meafure 
gaining his health by travelling, enabled him very confidera- 
bly to enlarge his plan ; but the fame being accompanied 
with oppofitions from various quarters, threw difcouragements 
jn the way, and retarded the publication; and, at laft, he 
confiders the objeét very imperfe&tly accomplifhed. 


Sarem, (MassacuusetTTs,) 
November, a. p. 1798. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


STATING AND DEFINING | 


TRE 


DIVINE PRINCIPLE 
pale ese tS de | 


| de STATEMENT. 5. ; 

a. ‘THE divine principle, which may be fta- 

ted and defined, muft be the dz/cover-, 
able divine Being.—To offer a difcuffion of 
what is undifcoverablé would be abfurd. No 
ftatement or definition can be rationally giv- 
en of the invifibility of God. It muft, there- 
fore, be underfiood (for no more can be ra- 
tionally meant) that our principle is merely 
the vilibility of God, or the principle of di- 
vine knowledge. 

2. As to the invifibility of God we make 
no enquiry. For as this bears no letters or 
characters, to angels and to men, both in 
time and eternity, it muft be equally un- 
known, But there is a legible divine charac- 
ter—an alphabet which may be read and uns 
derftood. This belongs to us. Here is an Al- 
pha with which we may begin, and an Ome- 
ga with which we mult end. And what is | 
offered to us in this lettered name, we aré 


D 
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warranted to call the divine Being, God him- 
felf—J am Alpha and Omega—faith the Als- 
mighty. AER Ee ho: 

3. The principle of divine knowledge 
then, or difcoverable divine Being, is his 
purpofe or will; in which purpole is in- 
cluded the idea of ation, for purpofing and 
doing cannot be two things with God; far- 
ther than his purpofe, or voluntary a€tion, 
nothing is or can be known of God; and, 
indeed, relative to light and knowledge no- 
thing farther than this exifts.—Our enquiry 
concerning the divine Being will go no far- 
ther than, as according to the ancient He- 
brewilm, God zs his own workman/hip, 

4. Ina fenfe wnlimeted, God is invifible, 
and his works areunfearchable; for as no ap- 
proach has been made, nor ever will be made 
to the difcovery of God, farther than his pura 
pofe, fo neither is, or will there be made any 
difcovery of his works farther than their flate 
or difpofition, which anfwers to his purpole; 
and every attempt or defire to know more of 
God than his counfel or decree is fruitlels 
and criminal.—But the purpofe or well of 
God is difcoverable, and is the fubjeé of all 
divine manifeftation, and all rational enquiry . 
and refle&iion.—This is the true godhead— 
the intelleGtual fan, or principle of divine re- 
velation and knowledge.—It is eternal life, 
the foul-fatisfying object of the wife in heart. 
Fhe man, who, through defire of this, hav- 
ing feparated hamfelf, findeth treafures; but 
he who defireth and feeketh it not, wrong- 
eth his own foal, 
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DeFriniTION. 

i. The divine principle or purpofe, ftated 
to be the vifibility of God, isa matter of fact, 
and exifts in voluntary ation. —lf the pur- 
pole or will of God be not a faét, and found 
in voluntary action, it is all unknown, and 
has been miftaken for the principle of know- 
ledge: for it is certain that our {phere of 
knowledge does not extend in the leaft be- 
yond matters of fatt, This particular of the 
definition of the divine principle, with thofe 
alfo following, will be fupported by the whole 
illuftration of the theory. | 

2. The divine purpofe or will is the fub- 
ject of all the divine characters.—It is im- 
menfe, eternal, unchangeable, almighty, fov- 
ereign, wile, holy, juft and good.—-This has 
been univerfally acknowledged; and it will 
not be denied, that this is the only known, 
fubject of thefe characters. . 

g. The divine principle or purpofe is of 
the nature of a covenant, or a matter of re- 
cord between parties. ‘This has been acknow- 
ledged as fully, perhaps, as any doétrine of 
divine revelation. - ‘4 

4. The divine purpofe or will bears the 
perfonal characters, and exhibits voluntary 
agency. Being of the covenant nature, or a 
fatt of record, the divine principle cannot 
be contemplated otherwife than in contem- 
plating intelligent agency, and the full exer- 
cife of the perional capacities. 

5. Lhe divine principle or purpole pre- 
fenis.a trinity, and. it cannot be conceived of 
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otherwife than in conceiving of a trinity. I¢ 
is fo far from being true, that it is hard to, 
conceive of a trinity in the godhead, that no 
conception can be formed of the eternal truth 
offered in the purpofe of God, and a trinity 
not to be contemplated, and with the fame 
clearnefs of light. 3 iia 
The difficulty in the minds of men of 

difcovering the Holy Trinity, is nothing 
more or lefs than the difficulty of difcover- 
ing the truth in a falfe principle. But, let the 
true principle be difcovered ‘and the trinity. 
cannot be hid, for it belongs to the body of 
the godhead, and is infeparable from the dif 
covery of the Divine Being, and 1s the light 
itfelf. With the men of Athens we may know: 
merely that there is a God, but without the 
knowledge of the divine will, which, in its 
nature prefents neceffarily a trinity of per- 
fons, we, like them, know not what God is. 

Whatever darknefs there be in our minds. 
concerning the Trinity, there muft neceffari- 
ly be the fame concerning the whole purpofe: 
of God; and we can no farther conceive of: 
the divine principle than we conceive of a 
trinity. In a covenant there 1s a covenanter, 
one who makes the covenant; a covenantee, 
one brought into the covenant; and a mu- 
tual zniereft contracted for, And, in the pur- 
pole of God each of thefe bear all the divine 
and perfenal characters, which it will bea 
part of this work clearly to illuftrate. 

In this place it will not be expected that 
we clear the fubjeét, but only that we flare. 
and define the principle of divine knowledge. 
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And when an illuftration of this principle is 
fpoken of in the work before us, it fhould 
not be underftood to mean that there is any 
obfcurity in the fubjeét itfelf. This is as lum- 
inous as the body of heaven; but that there 
is a neceflity of difpelling, by particular ap- 

lication of the true principle, the otherwife 
impenetrable darknelfs of falfe principles, fo 
that if any man have eyes to fee he may {ee, 

The arduous tafk before us is not fo much 
to form as to: throw away notions. The 
opinion that the Trinity is not fo effentially 
the principle of revelation, but is /omething 
of God, more diftant, myfterious, and ob- 
{cure, in its nature, diftinét from that divine 
body of light which, like the natural fun, 
fhines with one zndrvifible blaze, is the moft 
egregious and fatal error, and never could 
have exifted and been propagated, had not 
fome men allowed themfelves to talk and 
write ofthe Divine Bemg with their eyes fhut, 
and others {hut their eyes in order to follow 
them. 

6. The divine principle or purpole is one; 
and though it confifts of certain diftiné 
parts; yetit is apparent, when the fubject is 
in view, that a fact of fuch a nature cannot 
exift without fuch parts being united toge- 
ther; and that the parts and the whole have 
a neceflary dependance on each other. ‘he 
diverfity and unity of the will of God is an 
acknowledged truth—that there are divifi- 
ons in the word or will of God is well un- 
derftood, 92 Tim.it. 15. Whilft the divine 
charaéters it fuftains, immenfity, eternity, 
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&c. fully demonftrate its unity. Thefe cha- 
rafters can belong only to one principle. 

The definition of the divine principle, as 
being an action or operation, requires a more 
particular flatement:— eine 
- 4, Though with deference to the human 
mind, ever habituated to make the diftine- 
tion, and the common ule of words; and 
alfo on account of the nature of the fubjett, 
it is requifite to ftate the divine principle 
both as a purpofe anda work. It muft fill 
be remembered that the divine operation Is 
effentially one with the divine purpofe; that 
it is contained in the definition given of the 
fubjeGi; and that no true definition can be 
given of the purpofe of God, which does 
not contain the primary operation; for it’is 
moft evident that, in God, willing and doing 
are infeparable. 

9. The works of Godare manifold; where-. 
ever we look, we behold operation fucceeds 
ing operation in numberlels. progretfions ; 
but they who attentively confider the works, 
of God, obferve one firft operation through 
which all others proceed. This, in the di- 
vine fyftem, is the fubject which we are at- 
tempting to ftate and define. é 

3. As the thoufands of fucceffive undula- 
tions of the earth or water, froma fhock or 
explofion, do all exift in the power of the 
fhock or explofion ; fo abfolutely does all the 
immenfity of the univerfe exill in one divine 
operation. 

4. The fir& divine operation being neces- 
fanily comprized in the divine purpole, in: 
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like manner it muft be immenfe, eternal, and 
fuftaining all the divine characters, and none 
but the-divine. 

_ This is the grand principle called The 
Word of God, by which the worlds were 
framed; and The Law, through which every 
operation, exifting through ages of ages, 
mutt proceed, until the progreffion of divine 
operation, returning as a circle and uniting 
in the principle, that fhall be all in all.— 
The notion of an endlefs progreflion 1s a 
chimera—there is nothing in nature to fup- 
portit. We know that whatever progrefles 
moves in a circle, and muft return and final- 


ly terminate. 
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PROOFS IN SUPPORT OF THE STATEMENT, 


The foregoing ftatement of the divine 
principle, takes a ground the moft univer- 
{ally acknowledged, viz. That the holy 
compact, commonly called the Covenant of 
Redemption, is of ciernal exiftence ; and as 
this faé is the grand principle in the divine 
fyftem, the knowledge of it 1s brought for- 
ward in every beam of divine light that 
fhineth in the world. For inflance : 

1. The very name of God, which doubtlefs 
imports hi§ eternal godhead, is evidently 
expreflive of thistruth. “Ihe Hebrew word 
God, Aleim or Elohim, may be interpreted, 
the fwearers, or the covenanters, oY contraclors 
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by cath. “If then this. name be eternal, that 
covenant aét which gives it, muft be eternal, 
Moles writes of the creation, In the begin- 
ning God, Aleim; created the heaven ‘and 
the earth. As therefore Ged bare this name 
at the creation of the world, that fa¢t from 
which it is taken muft have pre-exilled alk 
time. 

2. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft; 
we under{tand to be an dernabnarmeoofthe 
Lord our God: but it is demonttrable, that 
thefe terms have their origin in this divine 
iranfaétion refpeéting redemption ; which 
covenant tranfaétion, therefore, muft be e- 
qually eternal with this name of our Lord 
Lede 

Holinefs may well be confidered the 
af attribute of God; but holinefs relates 
to aconfecration. In the {tndt fenfe of the 
word, to be holy isto be fet apart; and it is to. 
this divine tranfaéiion which, in its nature, 
is a confecration—-that we trace, as to its 
Origin, every thing that is properly exprefled 
of under! ficod, by a term of this import as 
apphed to God. That aétion, therefore,” 
in which God took upon him the vow of 
holinefs, muft be eternal. 

a 1) his is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life; and this lifeis in his Son. 
t John v. 11. And it ts further declared, 
asin 2 Tim. 1.9. that this grace was given 
v5 UN ( hrift Fefus, she the world began.— 
A gift ts a Lbs of fome property; it isa 
real deed. TH neTe porate to g ve, isnot 
civing or BeRbwi ing a gifty but God gave us 
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eternal life before the world was. This was. 


done inthat covenanttranfaG@ion undercon- 
fideration, It appears, therefore, from the ~ 


gofpel record, that there has exifted a tranf- 
aétion which is of the nature of a contra€t 
between parties, refpeCting fome great inte- 
reft, wherein their obligations are folemnly 
confirmed and left on record; and that this 
éne real fact bears the eternal date. 

5. It is faid in the {criptures, and. often 
repeated, that our Lord was made an High 
Prieft. . His Priefthood then, is a matter of 
fa&t; for fuch we confider every thing which 
ig made or done, But it is alfo faid, that 
this was done after the power of an endlefs 
life. Heb. vit. 16. The levitical priefthood 
was made after the laweof a carnal command- 
ment. In both cafes, the law and the priett- 
hood are joined and fubfift together, bear 
date and run_ parallel with each other.— 
The temporal law has a priefthood anfwer- 
able to its nature—the eternal law alfo, has 
one anfwerable to its nature. As, therefore, 
the priefthood of Aaron, according to the 
nature of its Jaw, which was carnal, mutt 
have begun and ended in time ; fo likewife, 
the priefthood of Chrift, according to the 


8 


power of an endlefs life, which is dzfe and 


ammortalzty, mutt be from eternity to eterni- 
ty. Such was the reafoning of the apoftle 
upon this very point, and demonftrates that 
the priefthood which has the Lae of an 
endlefs life, 2. e. the life of God, for its law, 
mutt be co-exiftent with that life; and, like 


God himfelf, have no beginning of days. 
| i 
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6. The word Chrift, relates to the aét of 


inauguration, or the ordaining or fetting up 
of one, as the head of a body.» It fignifies one 
anointed, as the priefts and kings of Ifrael 
were ordained or fet up in thefe relations, 
over the people, by the tranfaCtion of anoint~- 
ing them with oil. Such a tranfaction is a 
real fact, and capable of being explored and 
underftood in all its parts... And this word. 
feads us alfo to the fame’eternal principle, 
which is the fubje&t before us; for Chrift, the 
anointed one of God, is faid to be the begin- 
ning*, Col.i.18. And, faith Wifdom, I 
was fet up, or ordained, from everlafting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 
. From the above, and fuch like reafons, we 
have the greateft eertaimty, that a fact of thise- 
ternal nature does exift;. and as there appears 
afufficient warrant for taking this anoimting 
or letting up of Chrift for our principle, or 
the bafis of the divine fyflem, we begin, 
therefore, with Chrift—he is our alpha; the: 
firft, the beginning. | Tracing the dotirine of 
Chri to this at of inauguration before the 
world was, we come up to the higheft poing 
of the univerfe, into which every line of di. 
vine truth runs and terminates ; or, at leaft,, 
if all truth does not terminate here, we pre=:. 
fume this is certain, that at this point termi- 
nates our capacity of tracing out and of com- 
ing to the knowledge of any thing whatever. 
And as before this, nothing has exifted in 


.* This word in Latin is prizcipiam s from whence is the 
word Principle; and that aét which conftituted a beginning,. 
may, with propriety,-be termed the principle, 
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fact, we may neither form to ourfelves any 
conceptions, nor make ufe of any terms as 
denoting the exiftence of fome things ante- 
cedent to this eternal beginning; for fuch 
conceptions muft be mere imaginations, and 
fuch terms all idle. Ket eilotdiendy 

A fyftem implies harmony, and muft con- 
fift of parts. To begin a fyf{tem therefore, 
apon the Unitarian principle, of one /ome- 
thing, called by whatever name, fuppoled to 
exift alone, without parts or harmony, or any 
thing which conftitutes fuch a fubject, is to 
begin before the beginning, and is an abfur- 
dity in-the idea of fyftem. Thole profefled 
Trinitarians, alfo, who begin: their fyftem 
upon the principle of three fomethings, or a4 
certain fomething which, incenceivably, of- 
fers three, arbitrarily called. perfons, and 
who, in their effential exiftence, are fuppo- 
fed to be juft alike, and to bear no diftin- 
guifhing characters, {uch as are imported by 
the names of Father, Son and Holy Gholt; 
and,. therefore, exifting without any thing 
which conftitutes the idea of method and 
fyftem ; they, we fay, in like manner, begia 
before the alpha; and they are involved in 
the fame, or, if poffible, m a worfe abfurdity 
than the Unitarians, and are not worthy of 
the name of divines. 

Whatever is fairly charaftered may be 
read—all 1 propofe in the theory, is to ftudy 
the divine alphabet. ‘This, by the grace of 
God, we may learn—we may begin at A and 
read down; and taking this ground of the 
open field of divinity, opened from eternity 
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to eternity in the doétrine of Jefus Chrift 
and him crucified, we may be employed in 
a ftudy worthy either of chriftian {cholars or 
of angelic matters. | | 

~ That fo many men of talent and influence 
fhould be ferioufly employed in preaching 
things which, they confefs, are in their na- 
ture inconceiveable, is truly lamentable. No 
wonder a trinity, to many, fhould appear ob- 
{cure and inexplicable, when it 1s fuppofed to 
exift in fomething unlettered, a perfect enig- 
ma, wrapped up in a blank leaf, antecedent 
to page jirft of the book of God’s kingdom, 
taken and opened by the dion of the tribe of 
Judah, and to the alpha of the dottrine of 
Chrift; a matter beyond the voluntary union 
of Father, Son and Holy Ghoft; a certaom 
fomething beyond that almighty aft of fetting 
up the Lord Chrift, which, itfelf, engrofles 
eternity. This muft be obfcure indeed! 
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PROOFS IN SUPPORT OF THE DEFINITION. 


From the fubje&t under confideration, the 
old chriftian article of eternal generation ; 
though of Jaté it has been much exploded, 
and by fome called eternal nonfenfe, is yet 
maintained, and appears agreeable to found 
docirine, and is indifpenfably an article of the 
chriftian faith, And it appears from our de- 
finition, that fuch a thing is in no wife obfcure 
and imexplicable, but, on the contrary, that 
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it is held forth clearly in the moft manifeft 
and undeniable fa¢ts, relative to the know- 
ledge of God the Father, and of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.—To difcover this truth, it is 
only neceflary to attend carefully to the im- 

ort of the terms father and Son. 
_. The word Father, as applied to God, and 
fo abftraéted in fenfe from every thing ofa 
bodily nature, refpects merely what belongs 
to the will, and imports two things, 

i, That command and government which 
is neceflary to form the obedient filzal cha- 
racter. 

2. That favor and bleffing, which is the 
proper reward of filial obedience. 4 
-. The word Son jult anfwers in fenfe to that 
of Father, and imports, fimply, a mind or 
will, as the fubjeét of fuch authority, yeelding 
this cheerful obedience; and, as the objet of 
fuch pleafure, enjoying this bleffed reward. 

Thefe terms, like many others, are ufed 
commonly, and, doubtlefs, fometimes in the 
{criptures, ina variety of fenfes; but the feafe 
here given, relative to the will, is ever to 
be confidered their highett and molt com- 
manding fenfe, both in the fcriptures and in 
common converfation.—As whena man ne- 
gleéts his offspring, and appears to be defli- 
tute of a parental difpofition; takes no heed 
either to govern, educate, or make provifion 
to fet them up in the world; we fay, he 1s 
not a father, but a brute.—Alfo, when we cc 
a child obftinately rebellious and prodigal, 
refifting parental authority, or rudely walling 
his patrimony ; we fay, he 1s nota fon, buta 
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monfter.—On the other hand, a man whe 
takes a child under his government and dif- 
cipline, and makes him his heir, yee he 
be not his by blood, will be called the father 
of that child; and the child fhewing obedi- 
ence in fucha relation, and receiving ina 
proper manner his inheritance, will be called 
hisfon. And thus, in the {criptures, Solomon 
faith, He that delicately bringeth up has fer- 
vant frem a child, fhall have him become has 
fon at length; and hence, the father in the 
parable of the prodigal, faith, Thes my fom 
was dead, and is alive again.—And though 
God is the author of our bodies as really as 
of our minds, yet the Apoftle to the Hebrews, 
fpeaking of God as our Father, and of our 
higheft obligations to him, on account of this 
hich and commanding fenfe of the word, he 
ufes it diftin@ly in relation to the will, as 
Mofes before had ufed the term God, Numb. 
xvi. 22. and, as it were, confines it to this 
fenfe, whilft he exhorts us to de an /udjection 
wnto the Father of Spirits.—This, by way of 
diftinétion, I hall term the voluntary fenle. 
That relations, fuch as are above ftated, do, 
fubfilt between God the Father and our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, no one will difpute; but thefe 
relations refult from the nature of our prin- 
ciple, which we have proved to be eternal.— 
A covenant tranfaction always implies a duty 
impofed, anda compeniation ‘proftered.— 
The gift of eternal life, made tous in Chrift 
Jelus, as our furety or truftee,impoled upon 
him an obligation no lefs than that of laying 
down his Hie for us; .whillt, at the fame time, 
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it’ fet before him a reward no lefs than the 
inheritance of God, which is his people.— 
The att of inauguration alfo, whilft it gave 
the anointed one the moft folemn charge, and 
laid him under the deepeft obligations; at 
ence it beftowed upon him the higheft re- 
ward, by fetting him up, and conflituting 
him the head of the church as his body.—In 
this fame a& the commander and rewarder 
was made a father, and him who was com- 
manded and rewarded was madea fon. And 
as this deed, which gives being to the relation 
of father and fon, and is therefore an a& of 
generation in the fenfe the word is now ufed, 
exifted before the world was; the truth of 
an eternal generation is eftablifhed upon the 
itrongeft grounds, being found in the nature 
of the divine principle, | 

And what is there ob{cure or peculiarly 
inexplicable in this doGtrine? which matter 
is all comprifed in four fimple ideas relative 
to the will; and which are acknowledged, 
on all hands, to exift in the bleffed will of 
the Father, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, viz. 
parental command and parental favor; ac- 
~ guiefcence in fuch authority, and enjoyment 
af fach blefling.—What ean be named more 
within the {phere of human knowledge than 
this? If poffible, it is lefs obfcure than the 
exiftence of light and heat in the fun. 

‘Phat the Lord Jefus Chrift laid down his 
life in a way of obedience to the divine will, — 
we have his exprefs declaration. John x, 
1S, This commandment have I received of my 
Father. This vill of the Father, as it refpeét- 
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edthe unworthy and jufily condemned crea- 
ture, is called grace, as in Heb: ii. 9. That 
he, by the grace of God, fhould tafte death 
for every man. But this grace was grven US 
in Chrift Fefus before the world was. Which 
implies his yielding confent and filial duty 
to the command; and, in effect, his being a 
lamb flain_from the foundation of the world. 
&o evident it 1s, that this charaéter of pater- 
nity, and this of fonfhip, which is the fruit of 
it, have exilted together, in and with God, 
from everlafting——And_ as to the ‘other 
branch of the divine will, its exiftence, and 
that alfo from eternity, is as plainly exprefs- 
ed by Wifdom, Pro. vii. “ Lwas fet up from . 
everlafting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. When there were no depths, £ 
was brought forth : when there were no foun 
tains abounding with water. Beforethe moun- 
tains were fettled ; before the hills was I brought 
forth: Whale as yet he had not made the earth, 
nor the fields, nor the highe/t part of the duft 
of the world. When he prepared the heavens, 
Twas there: when he fet a compafs upon the 
face of the depth : When he cflablifhea the clouds 
above: when he ftrengthened the foundations: 
of the deep: When he gave to the fea hes de- 
cree, that the waters fhould not pafs his come 
mandment : when he appointed the foundatr- 
ons of the earth, Then I was by him, as one 
brought up with him; and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him.’—To 
which we may alfo add, the declarations of 
our Lord, that he had glory with the Father 
before the world was: and that the F ather 
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loved him before the foundation of the world. 
Jobn xvii.—As therefore, the great idea of 
Jefus Chrift being the Son of the Father, is 
this of his being brought forth, or brought up, 
in filial duty, and glorifed in parental love; 
and as this was done from everlafting, or 
before the world exifted ; his eternal gene- 
yatcon 1s indifputable, 
.. But to afcertain, clearly, the nature of the 
divine relation of Father and Son, is of fuch 
confequence to the knowledge of the chrift- 
ian fy{tem, particularly, whether it is to be 
understood, as we have taken it, in the vo- 
luntary fenfe ; that it may be proper, in this 
place, to offer fome further confiderations 
of the fubject. | ae inle ax 
». 1, Our Lord commonly, if not always, in 
his doétrine, ufed the terms Father, Son, &c. 
in this high fenfe; it was one of the peculi- 
arities of his manner of {peaking, as in the 
following inftances: ; 

There came then his brethren, and his mo- 
ther, and, fianding without, fent unto him, 
calling him. And the multitude fat about him, 
and they faid unto him, Behold, thy mother 
and thy brethren without feek for thee.—And 
he anfwered them, faying, Who 1s my mother, 
or my brethren ?—And ire looked round about 
on them which fat about him, and faid, Be- 
hold, my mother and my brethren. For who- 
focver fhall do the will of God, the fame ts my 
brother, and my fifter, and mother, Mark i. 

When he was found by his parents, fitting 
in the temple, hearing and converfing with 
the do€tors; his mother faid unto him, Son, 

F 
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why haft thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy 
father and [have fought thee forrowing. And 
he faid unto them, How 1s tt that ye fought 
me? Wift ye not that I muft be about my Fa- 
ther’s gh bare Luke ii.—In this reply he 
appears to fet afide the fenfe in which Mary 
had ufed the words fon and father: but that 
he confidered them in the relation of par- 
ents, in his own fenfe of the word, it is im- 
mediately added, that he went down with 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was /ub- 
jell unto them. ey yeMths | 
“T fpeak that which I have feen with my 
« Father; and ye do that which ye have feen 
« with your father.” —They anfwered and faid 
unto him, Abrahamis our father. Fefus faith 
unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye 
would do the works of Abraham. But now ye 
feck to kill me, aman that hath told you the 
truth which I have heard of God; thts did 
not Abraham.—Ye do the deeds of your father. 
Then faid they unto him, We be not born of 
fornication; we have one Father, even God, 
Fefus fad unto them, If God were your Fa- 
ther, ye would love me; for i proceeded forth, 
and came from God; neither camel of my- 
felf, but he fent me.*—-Why do ye not un- 
derftand my fpeech? even becaufe ye can- 
not hear my word.—Ye are of your father, 
the Devil, and the lufis of your father ye will 


 # Inthe original, the lat fentence of this vérfe is evi- 
dently explicative, the (Greek gar,) for, which gives it this 
—conftraGion is omitted in the tranflation: For J proceeded forth, 
and came from God 3 for neither came £ of myfelf, but the fame 
Sent me. 
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do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and abode not in the truth, becaufe there 1s no 
truth in him. When he {peaketh a lie, he» 
fpeaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and the 
father of it.” John viii.—lIt may be obferved. 
of this paflage, that. the Jews underftood, or 
affeéted to underftand the word father in a 
phyfical fenfe, as importing merely a natur- 
al relation; or, if they ufed it {peaking of 
God, and called him their Father, they {till 
would mean fomething befides an union of 
will as conftituting the relation, But, againtt 
all their cavils, the Lord Jefus adhered to his 
voluntary fenfe, which gives this import of 
the word great authority.—It may alfo be 
obferved of this quotation, that our Lord 
blamed the Jews for not underfianding his 
{peech, and imputed it to a wrong temper, 
as well he might, for it certainly feems very 
plain language.—But, upon the fuppofition 
that he called God Aus Father, and {pake of 
himfelfas proceeding forth from him, and be- 
ing Ais Son, in fome myflerious and inexpli- 
cable fenfe, how could they be blamed for 
not underftanding his fpeech?. or how was 
this evidence of a wicked difpofiticn? efpe- 
cially, as in the fame difcourle, he applied 
the fame terms to them, molt indifputably, 
in the plain voluntary fenle. ; 
Now there frood by the crofs of Fefus, his 
mother, and his mother’s fifter. Mary, the wife 
of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When fe- 
us, therefore, faw has mother, and the difcople 
flanding by, whom he loved, he faith unto has 
‘guother, Woman, behold thy Son. Then faiths 
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he to the difciple, Behold thy mother. And 
from that hour that difciple took her to his 
own home. John xix.—Mizght not this tender 
inftance of the ufe of thefe terms make an 
impreffion upon the mind of. this difciple, 
which led him fo remarkably to the fame ule 
of them, as we fhall prefently notice? A mul- 
titude of inftances of the fame manner might 
be pointed out, but thofe above may eita- 
_ blifh the jufinefs of the remark, that Jefus 
Chrift commonly ufed ‘thefe relative ‘terms 
in the voluntary fenfe, and that this was one 
of the peculiarities of his exprefhon. Hence 
the Apoftle lays down this fentiment, that if. 
we be not chaftifed, and brought up before 
God, as in a ‘way of obedience to parental 
government, then are we baftards and not fons. 
' 9. A doétrine, in the common acceptation 
of the word, is a rule; it is fomething the 
nature of which may be opened, conceived 
of, and improved; and fo capable of being 
applied to fome cafe as a rule.—If then, the 
divine union of Father and Son, as many 
have fuppofed, be a myftery, or a thing which, 
in its nature, is incapable of being opened 
and explained—a relation peculiar to the Di- 
vine Being, and, therefore, not in the leaft af- 
fording a rule or inftru€tion in any of the re- 
lations of creatures; with what propriety is 
it confidered or called a do&rine?P—How 
much this difficulty has been felt by many 
minds the moft ferious and humbly devoted 
to the truth of God, is well known. 
~ But our Lord brought forward this divine 
relation asa do€trine; he dwelt upon it—it 
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was the text of his fermons—the burthen of 
almoft all his difcourfes; and he difcovered 
the greateft earneftnefs, not merely that the 
truth might be believed, but alfo that it might 
- be underftood.—It is evident that this mat- 
_ ter is laid down in ‘he New Teftament as the 
great rule of the gofpel. The manner of St. 
John, particularly, throughout his Evange- 
hft and Epiftles, appears {tudied to make this 
impreffion.—Let the following paflages be 
eblenyedusa diled wiv: : 

» Fefus cried and faid, He that belreveth on 
me, believeth not on me, but on him that fent 
me.—And he that feeth me, feeth him that 
fent me.—J am come a light into the world, 
that whofoever believeth on me fhould not abide 
in darkne/s.—And if any man hear my words, 
and believe not, I judge him not; for I came 
not tojudge the world, but to fave the world. 
He that rejelteth and recevvelh not my words, 
Mg one that judgeth hum—The word that I 
have spoken, the fame fhall judge him in the 
laft day.— For Lhave not fpokenof myfell; 
but the Father which fent me, he gave mea 
commandment, what I fhould fay, and what 
I {hould fpeak. And I know that his com- 
mnandment is life everlafting.” John xu.—By 
the union of Chrift with the Father exprefied 
here; his being fo one with the Father, that 
he that believeth on him believeth on the Fa- 
ther, and he that feeth him feeth the Father; 
the truth of his Father’s will being in him, is 
plainly intended, viz. that he was atimg 
wholly by his commandment, and was vamie- 
diately {peaking his words; which will, com» 
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‘mandment, or words of the Father, given to 
us by Chrift, is our prefent rule, and: an au- 
thority which, in the laft day, will judge the 
world, and decide the eternal ftate of all men. 
—In this paflage an explanation is direétly 
offered of this divine union and onenels, the 
fame, in other words, with that noticed in 
chap. viii—For I have not fpoken of myfelf;. 
but the Father which fent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I fhould fay, and what £ 
fhould fpeak.—It is not eafy to conceive of 
words being put together to communicate 
more precifely the idea of the union by pa- 
rental authority and flial duty, than what 
lies before us in the whole paflage. | 

If ye had known me, ye frould have known, 
omy Father alfo; and from henceforth ye know 
him, and have feen him.—Pbilip farih unto, 
him, Lord, fhew us the Father, and 2t fufficeth 
us. Fefus faith unto him, Have I been fo long 
time with you, and yet haft thou not known me, 
Philip ? He that hath feen me hath feen the 
Father; and how fayeft thow then, fhew us the 
Father? Believeft thou not, that I amin the 
Father, and the Father in me?—The words, 
that I {peak unto you, I fpeak not of myfelf, 
but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doth 
the works. John xiv.—Here again 1s an ape 
parent explanation of the union of Chrift 
and the Father, the fame for fub{ftance with 
thofe already noticed:—Shew us the Father, 
fays Philip: He is anfwered: He that hath 
feen me hath een the Father.—* The words 
“that [fpeak unto you, I fpeak not of my- 
“felf, but the Father that dwellethin me,he. 
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** doth the works;” both in word and deed, 
he expreffed the will of the Father, and was 
thus his exprefs image. Y 
»’ Had it not been afferted, long and obfti- 
nately afferted by many, that no true expla- 
nation is offered, or can be offered, of the di- 
vine union of Father and Son, I fhould have 
thought that it could not be denied, that our 
Lord meant to explain the fenfe in which the 
Father was in him, in his reply to Philip, as 
being all comprifed in the two ideas of his 
words, to. which he was obedient, and the 
works of his power, which were expreffions 
of his glory; which explanation is fimply 
the truth of his generation, or of his being 
the Son of God, in the voluntary fenfe. 
«Abide in me, and I in you.’—As the 
branch cannot bear frurt of itfelf, except tt a- 
bide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye a- 
bide in me. Iam the vine, ye are the branch- 
es. He that abideth in me, and Iin him, the 
fame bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
me ye can do nothing.—If any man abide not 
in me, he is caft forth as a branch, and 1s withe 
ered; and men gather them, and caft them in- 
to the fire, and they are burned.—If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ye /halé 
afk what ye will and rt fhall be done unto you. 
—Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
anuch fruit, fo fhall ye be my difcoples. As the 
Father hath loved me, fo have 1 loved you: 
continue ye in my love. If ye keep my com- 
mandments, ye fhall abide inmy love; even 
as I have kept my Father's commandments, 
and abide in his love. John xv.—It may be 
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temarked of this paflage, that the word to as 
bide, fo often ufed here to exprefs the union 
of believers with Chrift, is the fame in the o- 
figinal which is ufedin the place laft quoted, to 
exprefs his union with the Father, and tranf- 
Jated to dwell, the Father that dwedleth in mes 
And not only is the fame word ufed, but the 
comparifon and whole defcription reprefents 
the union to be in its nature the fame.—The 
Father’s abiding or dwelling in Chrift is ex- 
plained of his Father’s words; &c. in hike 
manner their abiding or dwelling in him, and 
he in them, is explained of Azs words; “ Ye 
“ abide in me, and my words.abide in you.— 
“. Asthe Father hath loved me, fo have Llov- 
“ed you.”—Jf ye keep my commandments, ye 
jrali abide in my love; even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide in fits loves 
Is this very obfcure? But thefe are among 
the paflages which have been fet down as 
pointing to an inexplicable doétrine, 

And this is life eternal, that they maght 
know thee the only true God, and Jefus Chraft 
whom thou haft fent.. John xvi.—Our Lord 
had faid, that fis Father’s “* commandment 
“as life everlafting;” and had often explain; 
ed this to be the truth intended by his dwell- 
ing in him.—This, emphatically he called 
his do€trine. “ My do€trine is not mine, but 
«his that fent me. Jf any man will do hes 
will he /hall know of the doctrine, whether 
“ itbe of God, or whether i {peak of myfelf.” 
John vu.—That the Father had committed 
his word to him, the fame which he fpake, 
and which he faid, John xu. fhould judge the 
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world in the laft day, is affigned as the rea- 
fon “ that all men fhould honor the Son, e- 
* ven as they honor the Father.” John v.— | 
And it is added, “‘ Verely, vertly, I fay unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that fent me, hath everlafting life.” 

If this relation, as has been fuppofed, be 
in its nature’ peculiar to the Divine Being, 
how 1s it thus brought forward in connexion 
with our obedience, abiding im Chrift, keep- 
ing his words or commandments, and enjoy- 
ing his love and bleflednefs, which is eternal 
lifeP—Taking the common hypothelis of 
myftery, ad/is inexplicable; the difcourfes of 
our Lord, appear without connexion, peace- 
mea}; and his manner of fpeech broken, and 
very myfterious, In this track myftery crouds 
Upon myftery, and the mind is enclofed with 
darknefs.—But, on the other hand, under- 
ftanding this divine principle in the volun- 
tary fenfe, we perceive at once that it is a 
doétrine, a rule or precept, which lays the 
foundation of a dleffed fociety ; and that, in 
its nature, it is the eternal law of the gofpel 
kingdom. | ) 

This word, or commandment, received 
frony the Father, our Lord gave to his peo- 
ple, and they, receiving it, are faid to know 
the Father and Jefus Chrift; to be am the Fa- 
ther and Jefus Chrift; or, as it is fometimes 
expreffed, to have the Father and the Son.— 
Whofoever tranigreffeth, and abideth notin 
the doflrine of Chrift, hath not God,—He 
that abideth in the dotirine of Chrift, he hath 
both the Father and rs Son, 2 Epift. John. 
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—And this dofrine abiding or remaining ith 
them, they are faid to continue in the Son and 
in the Father. 1 John 1:—This command- 
ment was given him, to {peak to us, before 
the world exified; and thus eternal life was 
given us in Chrift Jefus before the world 
was ; “and he that keepeth hiscommandments 
dwellethin him, and hein him.” 1 John iii. 244 
Hence it is faid, 1 John i.—Our hands have 
handled the werd ot life; for the life was ma- 
nifefied, and we have feen rt, and bear witne/s, 
and fhew unto you that eternal life which was 
with the Father, and was mantfefied unto us. 
That which we have feenand heard declare we 
unto you, that ye alfo may have fellowfhip with: 
us; and truly our fellowfhip 1s with the Fa= 
ther, and with has Son Fefus Chrift. 7 

The {cope of this frft epiftle of John may be 
comprifed in three particulars, viz» What this. 
doctrine or commandment confifts im; that 
it was in the beginning from the Father to- 
the Son ; and that, through him, it is given to 
us.— This matter, together with its evidence, 
and a variety of plain inferences fromthe 
premifes, with an exhortation to keep«the 
commandment, or to abide in the doétrine, 
and the reafons of his writing, which is,alb 
but the fame thing; this, L fay, appears to be 
all that is intended by this divine epiftle.— 
And this, indeed,-is the fum of the gofpel ; 
it-is the farth which was once delivered to the 
faints; and itis declared with light and evi- 
dence fufficient to: confirm oar fouls, and 
make us perfect, fablifhed, firengthened, and 


 fetiled my the knowledge of him, ‘whom to 
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know filially, or in a way of obedience, is life 
eternal—Thefe things have f written unto 
you that belreve on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may: know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God. 1 John y, | 

‘So amply this matter of the divine union 
of Father and Son is laid down in the {erip- 
iures of truth, as the doétrine of God our Sa- 
viour, the grand rule of the gofpel, and eter- 
nal life. — | © 

9, I fhall conclude thefe confiderations of 
the evidence, that the union of Father and 
Son, fo much infifted on in the New Tefta- 
ment, is of a’voluntary nature, by fetting 
down two or three pafiages of {cripture, with 
very little comment, ) 
< I fpeak that which Fhave feen with my Fa- 
ther; and ye do that which ye have feen with 
your father, John viii,—It cannot be doubt- 
ed that the Devil is here called the Father of 
Sinners, on account of the union of will; but 
there is fuch a clofe connexion between the 
two fentences, that it feems neceffary to un- 
derftand, that God is called the Father of 
Chrift in the fame voluntary fenfe.—Ifin one 
verfe, framed together in the clofeft manner, 
the fame word be ufed in widely different fen- 
fes, no certain idea is conveyed; wecan on- 
ly guefs at the meaning; and, ina diipute 
which feemed to hinge upoa the meaning of 
the word, is it pollible that tizs teacher 
fhould ule the word Father in different fen- 
fes in one breath, and give his enemies fuci 
eceafion to fay, as they did, that his {pee¢.a 
was unintelligibler | 
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_ Whofoever fhall confefs that Fefus is the Sow 
of God, ete eke hein God. 
And we have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us.—God is love, and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him, 1 John iv.—This onenels of God 
and believers is certainly an unity of will; 
but this is precifely the language which Jes 
fus Chrift ufed to exprefs the unity, or one- 
nefs of himfelf and his Father.—And not on- 
ly the ftile, but the argument fhews that the 
union is the fame in its nature and principle. 
—This is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments; this is believing, that Je- 
{us is the Chrift; and this is confefing him: 
But, as this commandment conftituted the 
eternal generation, and the ineffably blefled 
union of Father and Son; the following in- 
ferences are plain:—Who/oever believeth that 
Jefus is the Chrift is born of God; for the 
fame which conflituted him the Son of God, 
will alfo conftitute us children.—Every one 
that loveth 1s born ef God; for the fame 
which gave the filial charaéter to the firft- 
born, will give the chara€ter of fons to all 
who poflefs 1.—He that keepeth his command- 
ments dwelleth in him, and hein him.—Who- 
foever fhall confefs that Fefus is the Son of 
God, God dwelieth in him; and he in God.— 
And he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
anad:God in him; for the fame which confti- 
tuted the Father and the Son one, will alfo 
conflitute God and the believer one. Under- 
ftanding this divine relation in the voluntary 
fenfe, thefe inferences, and numberlefs others 
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in the New Teftament, appear to be drawn, 
in a direct line, from one all-commanding 
point, emphatically called Truth; as in 2 
John—Z rejoiced greatly that I found of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have re- 
ceived a commandment from the Father.— 
But, if it be not fo underftood, Iam not dif- 
fident to fay, that many of thefe inferences, 
fo important to our inftruction, appear to 
ftand without any clear premifes, and with- 
out connexion or relation; and, therefore, 
greatly expofed to be mifapprehended, or, 
at leaft, they do not poffefs their proper 
{trength to make an impreffion upon the 
mind,» | bi 

That they all may be one, as thou, Father, 
art in me, and [in thee; that they alfo may 
be one in us; that the world may believe 
that thou haft fent me. And the glory which 
thou gavell me! have given them; that they 
may be one, even as we are one. Jin them, 
and thou in'me, that they may be perfect in 
one; and that the world may know that thou 
haft-fent me, and haft loved them, as thou 
haft loved me. John xvii. I have often 
thought that this paflage alone was more 
than enough to determine the fenfe of this 
moft interefling article of divine revelation, 
againft all the authorities of the world. It is 
wonderful how many proofs are here croud- 
ed together. Were they fully laid down, they 
would out-number the words!—There is an 
argument upon the face of this paflage, which 
is irrefragable, that the onenels of believers 
is of the fame nature with the onenels of the 
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Father and Son.—But, the ftrength of the 
evidence lies in the matter of fa€t; ‘for as Je- 
fus Chrift was made a Son, and one with the 
Father, by that commandment which fent 
him into the world, and by that love and 
glory which was given to him; fo Chnift 
here {peaks of his people, as being in like 
manner fent ento the world, verfe 18. and 
prays that they may be glorified with him; 
which, of courfe, makes them fons of God, 
one with each other, and one with him and 
the Father, even as the Father and Son are 
one, ce Yee 


ere Ee 


* OBJECTIONS TO THE STATEMENT ANB 
DEFINITION CONSIDERED. 


It is neceffary, in this place, to attend to 
fome objeétions which may arife to thefore- 
going Statement and Definition. 

1. It may be objeéted, that, although in 
the paflages a eutee an union of will, fuch 
as fubfifts between Chrift and believers, be 
clearly intended; yet an union of another na- 
ture, as fubfifting between Chrilt and God, 1s 
alfo taught in the fcriptures. To which I re- 
ply—if thefe, and fuch like paffages be giv- 
en up, where are the texts upon which the 
fentiment of a myfterious union 1s to be foun- 
ded? Thefe are the texts which have gener- 
ally been ufed to fupport the fentiment; and 
if they be found to mean no more than a re- 
lasion cf will, the myfterious fenfe of th2 di- 
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vine union of Father and Son muft be relin- 
quifhed, as having no fupport from the {crip- 
tures. 

» 2. Ifthe divine relation of Father and Son ° 
be the fame in its nature with that which fub- 
fifis between God and believers, why is Je- 
fus Chrift called the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther? The {criptures furnifh us with a clear 
anfwer to this queftion; for though the rela- 
tions be the fame in their nature, they differ - 
effentially in. re{peét of their being mediate 
or immediate.—Believers come to God me- 
diately through Chrift; and, therefore, are 
children and united to the Father fecondari- 
ly, and only as they are united to Chrift; 
but the Lord Jefus Chrift is the immediate 
fubje€t of the divine will; and, therefore, a- 
lone the Son of the Father, in a firft and im- 
mediate union; thiserray be feen in thefol- 
lowing paffages, | 

_ No man hath feen God at any time; the on- 
ly begotten Son, which is in the bolom of the 
father, he hath declared him, John 1.—He 
that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but 
on ham that fent me. John x1i.—lam the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No man cometh 
unto the father but by me. John xiv.—/f ye 
keep my commandments, ye fhall abide in my 
hove; even as I have kept my Father's com- 
mandments, and abide rn his love. John xvii. 
—Whofoever denieth the Son, the fame hath 
not the Father; but he-that acknowledgeth the 
Son hath the Father alfo—tf that which ye 
have heard from the beginning fhall remain wn 
you ye alfo fhall continue in the Son, and in 
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the Father. 1 John ii—And this 1s the record 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.—He that hath the Sow 
of God hath life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life. 1 John v.—Whofoever 
iran/grefeth, and abideth not in the dotirine of 
Chrift, hath not God; he that abideth in the 
doétrine of Chrift, he hath both the Father and 
the Son. 2 John. : 
Ina{much, therefore, as Jefus Chrift is in 
the bofom of the Father, united to him by 
his commandment and love, immedtately ; 
which divine will being eternal, implies, as 
has been fhewn, that this generation, which 
is the inimediate fruit of it, is alfo eternal, 
or before the world was; and, as believers 
come to the Father only through Jefus Chrift, 
receive the commandment in him, and are 
beloved for his fake; for the Father himfelf 
loveth you, becaufe ye have loved me, and be 
lieved that I came out from God. John xvi. 
And alfo, as this generation, or our being 
born of the will of God through Chrift, mutt 
be the fruit of his manifeftation, and can on- 
ly take place in time; we fee the propriety 
of his being diftinguifhed as the only begotten 
Son of God, and the objeétion is anfwered. 
3. Jefus Chrift is called the Son of God 
on account of his being conceived by the 
power of the Holy Ghoft, Luke 1. Therefore 
alfo that holy thing which /hall be born of thee, 
fhall be called the Son of God—An/. It 
is admitted that Jefus Chrilt is to be confid- 
ered as the Son of God on this account, the 
fame as'that natural offspring are called chil- 
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dren; but ftill the voluntary is maintained to 
be the high and decz/fve fenfe to which every 
other import of the word muft yield.—This 
may be illuftrated by the matter of his temp-. 
tations in the wildernefs.—Satan defigned 
there to beguile Chrift upon this ground; Jf 
thou be the Son of God, €c. as though this. 
truth could be proved by fome evidence, o- 
ther than that of his obedience to God; but 
he defeated the tempter, and proved to his 
face that he was the Son of God; not by alf- 
ferting the faét of his miraculous concep- 
tion, or giving the evidence of any miracu- 
lous power in him; but, merely, by fhewing 
his perfect flzal character in cbedience to the 
divine will; for this indeed, was the great 
and decifive evidence. This truth may allo 
be illufirated in the Hiftory of the Seed of 
Abraham, who were children of the pro- 
mifes; the people //rael were owned of God, 
and called his Son, his fr/ft-born, and heirs 
of the promifed Canaan, on account of their 
natural defcent from Abraham; but, after 
all, if they did not prove themfelves chil- 
dren of Godin the voluntary fenfe, but, on 
the contrary, evinced a {pirit of ftubbornnels 
and rebellion, they were ever difowned and 
difinherited. 

As the obedient well-pleafing character 
conititutes the great efenizal of the relation 
of a fon; ‘in wills and legal teftaments, even 
when the heir is a natural and legitimate 
child, the ideas of his being well-pleafing 
and beloved, are commonly inferied to ex- 
prefs the fitnefs of the heirlhip and will.— 

H 


es Drvine THEORY. 


Hence, the Father, in his teftament, fixed ott 
this ground of voluntary relation, faying—— 
This is my beloved Sow, in whom I am will 
pleafed. oer tats 

It may alfo be remarked refpefting the 
name Son being given to Chrift, on account 
of his being conceived by the power of the — 
Higheft, that the Holy Ghoft is not on the 
power or fpirit of the Father, but is alfo the 
Spirit of the Son, or the divine filial {pirit, 
and, therefore, is mfeparable frony the very 
truth m which confifted his fonfhip'in the vo- 
Juntary fenfe; this is therefore fo far from be- 
_ ing an objeétion, that it rather confirms our 
‘wnderftanding of the great import of the name 
Son of God. And by examining and compar- 
ing the fcriptures, will it not appear alfo, 
that the name Son of Man insports the truth 
of thofe voluntary relations: firft, of his be- 
ing obedient, or a fervant to man; and, {e- 
condly, of his being, as the heir of David, 
Lord of all, rather than’ the cireumflance’ — 
merely; of his.having taken the human na- 
ture? By d 

4. It is objefted, that, in confidering what 
compofes the divine will as’the fubjeét of the 
doétrine of a Trinity, the attribute 1s mifta- 
ken for the Being. That a will to ufea {cho- 
laftie word, implies a /ubftratum, which, and 
not the will, ought to be confidered as the’ 
being; and, therefore, though the doétrine of 
a Trinity be difcdvered and cleared in the 
matter of the divine will, yet the fubjeét of a 
Trinity in the Godhead, or Divine Being, 1S 
mot reached, 
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~ What this objeftion intends, is undoubt- 
edly the principal covering, which in the hu- 
man mind, has lain over this fubject; but my 
anf{wer is this, That the fubftratum which 1s 
fuppofed to be the Being, of which the di- 
vine will is the attribute, lies, confefledly, 
without the beginning of the univerfe, and 
the /phere of eternity, which has been fhewa 
to be comprifed within the divine purpote or 
will; and, therefore, this fuppofed femething, 
whatever it may be called, is no part of our 
fyflens ss: %) + piety 
-” [ have engaged not to attempt one flep be~ | 
yond the beginning of the difcoverable unt- 
verfe; and I am content with the limits of 
my liberty, to go to the utmett points of that 
compa/s of the divine will, which was /et ia 
order to frame the worlds.—Thefe points, 
which, as in a compals, are neceffarily three, 
are found exifting in the eternal divine pur- 
ofe; and with this difcovery I am fatishied ; 
Sort if any man pofleffes a compafs of doétrine, 
reafoning and fyftem, which can outftretch 
and take in ground beyond that by which his 
Maker framed the univerfe, it is expeCted 
that he will improve it to great advantage. 

{ have now, In my turn, an objection to of- 
fer againit thefe {ehoolmen, viz. That they 
give the name of fubltratum, hypoftalis, 
fomething, being, godhead, or whatever name. 
to what they themfelves confefs is altogether 
unlettered, and, in the whole, is inconceiva- 
dle, and, therefore, namele/s;, this, certainly, 
js ufing words without knowledge. 

But have we not the warrant of the Icrip- 
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tures for calling this luminous and all-in- 
ftruGtive matter of the w7/land word of God, 
God himfelf? The apoftle a after hav- 
ing difcourfed, throughout his firft epiftle, of 
the commandment and will of the Father in 
Jefus Chrift, which our Lord had exprefsly 
called life everlafling, John xii. 50. he con- 
cludes with thefe fummary words, {Avs zs 
the true God and eternal life. It may be faid, 
that this is a figure of fpeech; but, if fo, the 
whole epifile is a figure of {peech; for it 1s 
evident, that this peculiar conftruétion of 
language runs through the epiftle, yea, thro’ 
the whole New Teftament. Godis tight. God 
2s love, and he that dwelleth in love®dwelleth 
an God, and Godin him.—The word was God: 
He that is “ born of the will of God,” is 
‘born of God:” Ifthe “will” or “ word of 
God” dwells in us, * God dwells inus;” and, 
he that abideth wn the dotirine of Chrift, he 
hath both the Father and the Son. SY 

The “-wifdom” of God, the “ name” of. 
God, the “ love” of God, the “ will’ of God, 
the * word” of God, &c. according to the 
{criptures, is truly God; and upon this . 
ground refls the evidence of the proper deity 
of our Saviour. He appealed to this himfelf, 
as the great evidence of his divinity; andthe | 
weight of the teftimony of the {criptures, that 
Jefus Chrift is truly the Lord Jehovah, lies 
im this faét, that the “ wifdom” of God, the 
“name” of God, the * word” of God, ‘&c. 
1s in him.—Comparing the feriptures, it is 
evident that thefe divine attributes, as they 
are called, were the fullnefs intended in thofe ° 
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ftrong declarations of his divinity. Col. i. 19. 
For ti-pleafeth the father, that in him should 
all fullnefs dwell: and, Col.ii.g. For in him 
ea all the fullnefs of the Godhead bo-. 
dily. | 3 
5. The doétrine of the Trinity is aflerted 
in the fcriptures to be a myftery.—An/wer. 
Underftanding it of the divine will, it 1s di- 
rectly (eit to bea myflery. Eph. i. 9. 
The myftery of his will: but, to obviate this 
objection, it is neceflary to obferve how the 
word myftery is ufed in the {criptures; for 
though we fhall find it ufed, undoubtedly, in 
‘ fome different fenfes, yet it may be queflion- 
ed whether it be ever ufed in the fcriptures, 
. to convey the meaning in which 1t has fo 
commonly been applied to the Trinity. 

Is the myftery of the will of God inexplt- 
cable? Itis hidden, indeed, from the wife and 
prudent; itisa path which the vulture’s eye 
hath not feen; the lon’s whelps have not trod- 
denit; yet to babes—the meek and lowly in 
heart, the myftery 1s all difclofed; they have 
both the Father and the Son.—The will of 
God is the fubjeét of the whole divine reve- 
Jation, and is fo far from being dark and ob- 
feure, that all divine light 1s comprifed in 
this my/lery,—In the riches of his grace, God 
has “abounded toward us in all wifdom and 
prudence, having made known unto us the 
myftery of his will.” oe 

The policy of the Devil, in his oppofition 
to the will of God, 1s alfo called a mpftery; 
not as being unfearchable, for in every age of 
the world, they who do the will of God, will 
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be able to penetrate, and fee to the bottom of 
the delufion; but, merely, becaufe 1t 1s deep, 
wonderfully deceiving, and exceedingly dif- 
ficult to fearch out and difclofe. And, indeed, 
in the fenfe of ob{curity, myftery 1s more ap- 
plicable to the policy of Satan than to the 
counfel of God; for fin is darknefs —its, di- 
reGions are crooked, and its forms and mea- 
fures are endlefsly changing and varying; 
whereas God is light, and the lines of his 
counfel are all ftraight, and with him there 
is no variablenefs or fhadow of turning. 
Godlinefs, and every branch of it, 1s called 
a myftery; for itis a fcvence, great and glo- 
rious, worthy of being looked into, ftudied, 
and improved by men and angels.—Great 24 
ihe myfery of godlinefs. 1 Tim. ii. 16. God 
was manifeft in the firfr; this is a myftery, 
but no fecret.—God was “ manifelt,” not 
concealed; “ juftified in the Spirit;” this 
is a myftery; the teltimony of the ferip- 
‘tures, and the power of God, went with the 
doétrine of the humble Jetus. “ Seen of 
“angels;” this is a myftery.—He was Lord 
of angels—“ preached unto the Gentiles;” 
this is a myftery.—The poor Gentiles were 
very far from the fold of God—“ believ- 
«ed on in the world;” this isa myftery ; for 
it is an unbelieving world.—* Received up 
“into glory ;” this is a great myftery; from 
fo dech a flate of humiliation, to be lifted 
up to the right hand of the Majefly on high; 
what aa amazing reflettion!—Taken alto- 
gether, or in any particular part, godhi- 
pels is amyftery.—And in the fenfe that ail 
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godlinefs is a myftery, the truth of the Trin- 
ity is, indeed,.a myftery, and a myftery of 
myfteries; for the purpofe, or will of God in 
Chrift Jefus, is the principle and foundation - 
of the whole. | ; : 
. The union of Chrift and the church is al- 
fo called a myftery.—Eph. v. 32. This is a 
great myftery; for it fubfifts, as has been 
{hewn, in the fame truth with the union of 
Father and Son,—lIn the union of Chrift and 
the church, we contemplate the divine prin- 
ciple itfelf; the {tream which makes glad the 
city of God, iffues from thé fountain-head; 
it 1s the eternal life, which was with the Fa- 
ther, and was manifefted unto us, even the 
glorious “ myftery of his will.” Yet, it isno 
new thing for preachers to venture out /ree- 
dy upon this ground, and undertake, for the 
edification of the faints, to ofen and unfold. 
this great myflery. 7 
The gofpel of the kingdom of God being 
extended to the Gentiles, is likewife often 
called a myflery, as in Eph. ii. How he 
made known unto me the myflery, as I wrote 
afore in few words, eal, when ye read ye 
may underftand my knowledge in the myftery 
of Chrift, which in other ages was not made 
known unto the fons of men, as it ts now re- 
vealed unto his holy apoftles and prophets by 
the Spirit; that the Gentiles fhould be fellow. 
heirs, and of the fame body, and partakers of 
his promife in Chrift by the gofpel.—T he Gen- 
tiles being brought in, and made children of 
Abraham, and heirs of the promifes made to 
the fathers, is called a myftery; not, furely, 
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as a matter in the dark, and incapable of bes 
ing opened and illuftrated: for the Apoftle, 
at the fame time he called it a myftery, faid 
st was “ revealed” and “ made known,” and 
he was defirous that his brethern might “ un- 
« derftand” his knowledge of it: but, as be- 
ing one of the great branches of the mytftery 
of the divine will; and, becaufe, for long 
ages, it was undifcovered, even by the holy 
faints and angels; and alfo becaufe of the 
greatnels of the wildom and power therein 
éontained, and the riches of the grace and 
mercy therein manifefted, ee 

- The faith, ze. the gofpel itfelf, in hke 
manner, is called a myftery.—1 Tim: lil. Qe 
The my/ftery of the faith; but the gofpel, equal 
with any other fubjett, is certainly capable 
of ample illuftration. | 
_ The refurretion of the dead, and change 
of the living faints, at the found of the laft 
trumpet, is, moreover, called a myflery.— 
1 Cor, xv. Behold, I few you a myftery: We 
hall not all fleep, but we fhalt all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
laft trump; for the trumpet /hall found, and 
the dead fhall be rarfed incorruptable, and we 
frail be changed—The Apoftle appears to 
call this a myfiery,on account of its being 
given to him, fo particularly, by immediate 
revelation, and the glorious nature of the 
fubjeét, and not as being beyond the reach 
of our conception; for there 1s nothing more 
inconceivable in a {tate of incorruptible ex- 
iftence, than there 1s in our prefent corrupt- 
ible ftate-——Why fhould it feem a thing ob» 
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{cure, or perplexing to the mind, that God 
fhould raife the dead, or change the ftate and 
condition of his people?—That the Apoftle 
did not confider his fubje@ as being a mat- 
ter inconceivable, or incapable of being well 
underftood, is evident from his ftyle—* Be- 
“hold, I fhew you avmyftery.” 
_ Thefe inftances are enough to fhew how 
the word Myftery is ufed in the {criptures.— 
And no place in the infpired volume can be 
found, where it is ufed in the fenfe in which 
it Is commonly applied to the Trinity. And 
it muft be viewed as a matter unbecomin 
and very difhonorable, that mén who an 
appear as divines, and lovers of truth, fhould 
take advantage of the mere found of a bible- 
word, and make ufe of it, in the moft import- 
ant relation, as the one we have been confid- 
ering, in a fenfe fo foreign from its meaning 
and ufe in the bible. 

6. Incomprehenfible! Whilft the word my{- 
tery has been ufed as a blinder for the eyes, 
this word has been ufed as a muzzle for the 
mouth.—It 1s wonderful what power there is 
in myftery to bedim the fight! and what au- 
thority there is in zncomprehenfible to com- 
mand filence; efpecially when it is advanced 
by way of queftion!—And do youthink, Sir, 
that you can comprehend the doétrine of the 
Trinity ?—Why, Sir, Ido not know that I 
can fully comprehend any thing; but, not- 
withftanding, I have undertaken to explain | 
and illuftrate fome things. And, as to the di- 
vine will, Ido not sc that I can compre- 
hend it; ftill, 1 muft efteem it to be lightlome 
! : I 
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and enlightening; it isa plain path to walk 
in, and a perfect rule to walk by; it maketh 
wife the fimple, and giveth underflanding to 
babes; it is the bread which came down from 
heaven, and the water of eternal life: it 1s & 
field full of all hid treafures, in which the fouk 
can take aneternal range, and never find one 
vacant or fruitlefs fpot; it is more to be de- 
fired than’ gold, yea, than much fine gold s 
Jfweeter alfo than honey, and the honey-comb. 

But, if the enquiry be after fomething be- 
yond the divine will, itisa jeft to talk of not 
comprehending it; for there, no doétrine, no 
trinity, nothing whatever can be found; it is 
in vain to look for things where nothing does 
in faét exift—where nothing zs which bears 
a charaéter or name,—And, fuppofe, a trin- 
ity does exift in fomething beyond the divine 
will, and we, in fome way, could know that 
fuch a thing exifted, it is plain that it could 
be of no ufe to us; for it is demonftrable, 
that wi/dom is all comprifed in the divine will, 
and all that is valuable to men, riches and 
honor, and long life are with her. 


mentee eeemeomaneoell 


PARTICULAR REMARKS RELATIVE TOTHE 
STATEMENT AND DEFINITION. 


A man, whofe way lies through a thick 
¢rowd, whilft he is prefling out, one on the 
one hand, and another onthe other, makes 
but flow progrefs; but having attended to 
the above objedtions, I fhall offer fome few 
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particulars farther, relative to the Statement 
and Definition under confideration. 

1. The divine principle, as already defin- 
ed, neceflarily fuppofes an order of divine 
perfons, viz. a covenant maker, or mover, 
swhich gives the idea of a firft perfon; a co- 
venant subject, or one brought into the cove- 
nant, which gives the idea of a fecond per- 
fon; and a covenant intereft, which, in a jult 
eftimation of the divine principle, it being of 
the nature of marriage, and giving in marri- 
age, wherein the intereft is the bride, gives 
the idea of a third perfon. 

2. Though in the divine will, the cove- 
nanting parties muft co-exift, as the felf-fame 
at which conftituted the fon, conftitutes alfe 
the character of father; {till there is a plain 
reafon for confidering the father, as to the 
method, firft, or greater than the fon; for, ia 
the divine will, the covenant fubjeét is both 
commanded and dleffed of the covenant ma- 
ker; and wethout all contradichon the lefs 1s 
bleffed of the better. Heb. vii. 7.—This ex- 
plains the word of Chrift. John xiv, 23.— 
My father is greater than J. The connexion 
fhews that this is the true meaning of the 
word, for Chrift was here {peaking of his go- 
ing to the Father to receive the dlefing of 
his glory.—Yet, as this bieffing fets him up, 
as a Son by inheritance, completely in the ef- 
tate of the Father; we behold him, 1 this re- 
{ult of the divine principle, as he was in the 
beginning, 1s now, and ever will be, one with 
the Father; and as thus reigning and judg- 
ing upon his throne; heis God with Goad; Coe 
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exiftent and co-eternal with the Father, and 
his equal in power and in glory. Itis evident, 
however, that there is a glory of the parental 
charaéter, which will ever diftinétly remain 
to the Father, and a diftin@ glory of the fill- 
al charaéter, which will ever be contempla- 
ted in the Son, as hzs own glory; and fo, al- 
fo, there is a diftin€t charater, which will 
ever be adored in the Holy Ghoft, 

3. The party brought into covenant in the 
divine will, being made the Chrifi of God, 1s 
therefore the eternal Word—the Rock of 
Ages—the foundation and head of all worlds, 
and is the fubjeét of the record in heaven.— 
_ Again, the fecond perfon in the Godhead, 
performing the covenant fervice, and conf{e- 
quently being crowned with the reward, the 
difplay of the divine principle will be in him; 
he will declare God—in him God will be ma- 
nifefted; he will, therefore, be the fubjeét of 
the divine witnefs on earth, andin a peculiar 
fenfe, be called the Word of God, as being the 
report or expreffion of the divine will. Such 
appellations as the Word of God, Rock of 
Ages, Foundation, &c. belong undoubtedly 
to the Divine Being or Godhead; but, as the 
divine theory, or whole exhibition of the di- 
vine will, devolves neceflarily upon the f{e- 
cond perfon, they are particularly applied to 
Chrift, and, for the fame reafon, he is fo 
particularly, called the W2/dom of God, and 
the Power of God, which are alfo names of 
the divine principle. 

4. Moreover, we obferve, that this divine 
exhibition and manifeflationof God in Chri, 
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or his being the Word and Wifdom of God, 

implies a vifible form, which refpetts the 

' whole creation; and, therefore, the light and 

truth of the whole creation muft be merely 

the light and truth of Chrift, or the difplay 

of the divine will in him.—The argument of 
the divine theory, therefore, is the attual con- 

formity of the works of God to the divine 

principle, or the actual exhibition of Chrift 

in the whole creation; and the work before. 
ys is fimply the illuftration of the truth that 

Chrift is a/l an all, 


rere 


The foregoing Statement and Definition 
of the divine principle, may be fummed up 
in the following theorems. — 

1. [he principle of divine knowledge, 
which is the difcoverable Divine Being, is of 
the voluntary nature, or of the nature of a 
purpofe or will; and the divine fubftance be- 
ing fimple and uncompounded, it is wholly 
of this nature. oe 

2, The Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, the firft and the laft of the di- 
vine fyftem, is comprifed in the purpofe or 
will of God. 

3. The divine purpofe or will is a matter 
of real fact. 3 
4 The divine will is infinite, eterna] and 
unchangeable; holy, juftand good; andthe 
fubjeét of all the divine characters. 

5. The divine will is difcoverable, and ca- 
pable of ample illuftration. 
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6, The divine will fhews a ai in uni- 
ty; it fhews a Father, a Son, anda Holy 
Ghof; and that thefe three diftin@ perfons 
are immediately one in will. | | 

7, The divine will prefents the doétrine of 
Chrift; and the truth to which he bare wit- 
nefs in the world, is traced, as to its origin, 
in this act of his inauguration; and which 
as of the nature of a covenant tranfaction, or 
a matter of record between parties. 

8. The divine will confilts of a precept, 
and a promife, or a requirement anda re- 
ward; it isa commandment, rule, &c. which 
embraces eternal life. 

. The requirement of the divine willis, 
that of the fetteng up and full exhabition of 
the authority and glory of the Father; the 
reward is, that of being fet up, and exhibited 
in this authority and glory. 

10, The divine will is the truth laid down 
in the teftimony of Jefus, which was the mat- 
ter of his accufation, and which he confefJed 
before Pontius Pilate, and for which he fuf 
fered upon the crofs; thatheis Lord and 
Chrifi; and, in the approaching day, upon the 
throne of David, at the head of his church and 
people, he fhall reign over the world,—And 
this is the mere gofpel itfelf. 

i1. The divine will, comprifing the doc- 
trine of Chrift, unfolds the relation of Father 
and Son, the union of Chrift and believers, 
the law and adminittration of the church, the 
duty and blefledneis of the faints, and the 
ere everlaiting glory of the kingdom of 
God. 
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12. The divine will embraces the glory 
which Chrift had with the Father, before the 
world was—the wonderful f{cene of his hu- 
miliation—the prefent and future glory of 
his exaltation, and the whole divine exhibt- 
tion in all the works of God,—And being a 
matter of fa€t, and difcoverable, it lies before 
us as the perfect pattern, type, or map of the 
whole univerfe. 
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GIVING A 


VIEW THEREOF, 
TOGETHER WITH ITs 
DIVISIONS, 
i 


GENERAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
ee 2S | 


A VIEW OF THE THEORY. 


JN the unfolding and full difplay of the di- 

vine principle, we fhall behold Chrift, the 
Sun of the univerfe, exhibited firft in his an- 
tecedent, or primitive flate, as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber :—We fhall then 
behold him in his intermediate or covenant 
fervice ftate, as a ftrong man, with cheerful 
zeal, running a race: Finally, we {hall behold 
him in. his confurmnmate or glorified flate, as 
the fun, full orbited, from whofe heat nothing 
as hid; or, as the bridegroom rejoicing in his 
bride. 

Now that he afcended, what is rt but that 
he alfo defcended firft into the lower parts 
of the earth? He that defcended ts the fame al- 
fo that afcended up far above all heavens, that 
he might fill all things. Eph. iv—This, his 
defcending, implies, that, in a primitive ftate, 
he was /zgh; and thus we have his glorious 

Ik 
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hiflory. Philp. ii. Who being in the form of 
God, thought tt not robbery to be equal with 
God: But made himfelfot no reputation, and: 
took upon him the form of a fervant, and was 
made in the likene/s of men. And being ound 
in fafhion as a man, he humbled himfelf, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the crofs.—Wherefore God alfo hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which 1s 
above every name: That. at the mame of fefus 
every knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, and 

things in earth, and things under the earth_— 
And that every tongue fhould confefs that fe~ 
i Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa~ 
ther. . 

A view, ther fore, of the whole doétrine’ 
of Chrift may »e given in three words, high, 
humbled, and exaued, This threefold glory of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift forms the all-compril- 
ing circutt of the Sun-of Righteoufnels; and 
jt manifeftly unfolds from the divine will; 
for, his filial chara€ter was the deleght of the 
Father, and he was b/ef/éd asa Son from: 
everlafting; but, the manifeftation of this.fi- 
lial character, which neceffarily implies the’ 
manifeflation: of the Father’s authority,. re- 
quired that he thould: loop an obedience—and. 
to make fuch a ftoop, as would anfwer to, 
and exprefs the infinite authority of the Ma- 
jefty of Heaven, required that he fhould de- 
fcend to the loweft poffible ftate of humilia- 
tion: and a reward, fuch as the infinite me- 
rit of a work giving birth to a manifeftation: 
of the glory of God requires, could be nothing 
lefs than Avs exaltation above all heavens, © ~~ 
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As we have ftated, the ftipulations of the 
«ovenant which Chrift was brought into by 
the Father, were for fubftance thefe, that he 
fhould come into the world and perform a 
work of filial duty, which fhould give a full 
difplay of the authority and glory of the Fa- 
ther; and, as a reward, he fhould be exalted 
and exhibited in all the fplendour of that 
difplay. 

Alfo, in the full exbibition of the diviné 
principle, we fhall behold three fates of the 
creation, in perfeét conformity to thefe three 
States of Chrift as the Head and Lord of all. 
One all dreffed out in the habiliments of in- 
nocence and primitive glory—bright and joy- 
ful as the morning: another, fhrouded in a 
cloud and bapti{mal waters, groaning and 
travelling in pain; and the other fhining, 
glowing and fru€tifying under the beams of 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs, or by the light, 
heat, and bleflednefs of the Defire of all Na- 
i 6) | eee 

This theory, arifing neceflarily from the di- 
wine principle, is the argument exhibited by 
the apoftle Peter, in his fecond Epittle, chap- 
aer third, againft them who deny a future 


ftate, faying, Where ts the promife of his com- a 


ang ? or, where is the evidence of a world to 
come? for all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creatton.—But the 
Apoftle replied, 72s, this fundamental prin- 
*ciple they willingly are tgnorant of, that the 
heavens, fuch as were at firf, and the carth be» 
ang confiructed of water and by water, by the 
word of God; whereby the world that then 
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was, being overflowed of water, pa But 
the heavens and the earth which are now, by 
the fame word are kepi in fiore, referved unto 
fire agamft the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men. Sh 

Neverthelefs we, according to his promife, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, where- 
an dwelleth righteoufne/s. 

It is moft evident that the Apoftle {peaks 
here of fome one principle, called the word 
of God and promife, which muft be known to 
men not willingly ignorant; which both con- 
ftituted and deftroyed the old world; which 
fame principle conftitutes this world, and 
Keeps it, in ftore, referved unto: fire againft 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungod- 
ly men; and, according to which alfo, we 


look with certainty for a new world—new- 


heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteoufnels. 

This divine theory is contemplated in the 
{cripture expreffions of the heaven of heavens, 
and the third heavens ; implying three ftates 
of the creation, as the firft or natural heavens 
—the middle or angelic heavens—and the 
glorified ftate, or heaven of Chrift.—The 
word heaven thus ufed, whether fingular or 

_ plural, means the fame thing, and evidenil 
intends a whole world, The holy temple or 
the Lord being made according to the pattern 

Jhewed Mofes inthe mount, exhibited the fame 
divine {cheme; Firft, the porch, or court of 


the people; fecondly, the lanctuary, or court | 


of the priefts; and, thirdly, the oracle, or ho- 


ly of holies. —To thefe three ftates of Chri 


—. 
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and the creation, diftin@ly marked out inthe 
xixth Plalm, we have already alluded; and 
there can be no doubt of this being the true 
explanation of the three covenants, or cove- - 
nant ftates of man; and that the whole re- 
{pects one eternal truth, pattern, or principle 
of divine knowledge, 

Moreover, according to the principle of the 
divine theory, we fhall behold Chrift ex hibit- 
ed in three perfonal forms, anfwerable to the 
nature of the whole exhibition, viz. the di- 
vine form, or form of God, the angelic form, 
or form of a fervant, and the human form, 
or fafhion of a man, in which form he is glo- 
rified.—And thus in the day of judgment, 
when all his glory will be exhibited in one 
view, he will, appear in the glory of the Fa- 
ther, and inthe glory of the holy angels, and 
in his own glory. : 

And, in like manner, in this exhibition, 
Chrift bears three moft diflinguifhing names, 
viz. The Beginning —The Archangel, and The 
Son of God; which names properly diftin- 
guilh the three heads of the Divine Theory; 
and for this purpofe we fhall ufe them. 


THE DIVISIONS OF THE THEORY. 


THE. divifion of this all-comprehenfive 
fubjeéct into three heads, diftinguilhed by the 
three names, as mentioned above, and the 
characters belonging to them, arifes clearly 


4 
} 


from the nature of the divine will; and this 
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is the ground of thofe three different exhibi- 
tions of Chrift, each forming a world, which, 
diftin@lly, it will be the objeét of the three 
parts of this work to illuftrate—But, before 
we proceed to the more fall and conclufive 
illuitrations in the exhibitions themfelves, 
fome particular examination of thefe names, 
in order to familiarize to the mind the cha- 
raéters belonging to the feveral glorious dif- 

lays under them, together with fome gene- 
ral illuftrations of the theory, may be found 
to be of advantage. ee 


Tue BeGiInninG. 

THE word. Beginning is a name of Chrift, 
and one of the moft remarkable of all the 
names given to him by the Holy Spirit. — It 
begins and, excepting the atteftation and be- 
nedidtion, it ends the infpired volume. ‘This 
word, ufed in the fcriptures as a name of 
Chrift, fignifies at leaft, a head, chief, prince, 
or principal one. 

With this word, Mofes introduced his ac- 
count of the creation of God, and thereby 
fignified as infpired writers after him under- 
ftood, that Chrift was the beginning, the 
principal one, and glorious head of the cre- 
ation. Solomon, in a view which evidently 
cludes the work both of creation and re- 
demption, ufes the word, and repeats it, fo 
as therein to place Chrift in one view, at the 
head.of both words.* It is placed in the 


* Prov. vili. 22, 28, 


— 


Divine THEeorti 96 


mtroduétion of three of the Evangelifts, and 
firft epiftle of John. In this word, Chrift is 
alfo revealed to us as the head of the holy 
angels,* and the prince of the kings of the 
earth.t : 

Hence, writes the apoftle, Col. 1. 15—18. | 
Who is the image of the tnvifible God, the firlt 
born of every creature: For, by him were alt 
things created, that are tn heaven, and that 
are in earth, vifpble and invifible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 

owers,: All things were created by him, and 
for him: And he rs before all things, and by 
kim all things confift. And he 1s the head of 
the body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firft born from the dead, that im all things 
he might have the pre-eminence. 

From the truth, or doétrine contained in 
this name, whzch is above every name, let us 
then take our departure, in launching out 
into the boundlefs myfteries of God, that we 
may fhape a true courfe for the haven of 
light and bleffednefs, and not concerning faith 


make Sfupureck. 


ARCHANGEL. 


The word Angel, compounded of the 
words meflenger and God, and which figni- 
fies a meffenger—fervant—or one fent of God, 
$s another moft remarkable name given te 

bd Jude & Tx <avicv aon. 
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Chrift. This name, and the name beginning, 
have a peculiar relation to each other ;—_ 
the one Renibving the fame thing in relation 
to the work of redemption, or the world of 
grace, that the other does in relation to the 
work of creation, or the natural world. 

That the name deginning, given to Chrift, 
has a fpecial relation to the natural world, 
and fignifies that the whole creation is con- 
ftituted and conf/ts in him ;—and the name 
angel, given to Chrift, has a {pecial relation 
to the work of redemption, and fignifies that 
the world of grace, particularly, is conftitut- 
ed and confifts in him, will appear by exa- 
mining how they ftand connected in the 
{criptures, which will be found generally the 
fame as in the following paflages:— 

In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. Gen.i,1.—The Lord poffe/s 
ed me, the beginning, his way, before his works 
of old. Prob, vil, 22.—Jn the beginning was 
the word, and the word was with God, and 
the word was God; the fame was in the be- 
ginning with God. All things were made by 
him. John 1. 1—9—And thou, Lord, in the 
beginning, haft lard the foundation of the earth, 
and the heavens are the works of thine hands. 
Heb. 1. 10, 

And the angel of the Lord called to him out 
of heaven, and fad Abraham, Abraham. Gen. 
xxi, 11.—The angel which redeemed me from 
all evil, blefs the lads. Gen. xlviii. 16—Be- 
hold I fend an angel before thee. Exod. xxiii. 
20.—dnd the angel of his prefence faved them. 
Iai. 1x1. 9 —It_may be obferved, that the 
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world of grace, or church-ftate, began in 
Abraham’s family; and-that, till then, no 
mention 1s made of the Angel of God. 

Thefe names of Chrift, each one fo figni- 
ficant, are joined together in the name ARCH- 
ANGEL,* . 

And, thus combined, they have the moft 
peculiar force. {n this word, we behold the 
world of nature, and the church ftate of the 
gofpel, or world of grace combined together, 
and upheld and governed by one hand— 
we behold Chrilt clothed with a cloud, and 
a rainbow upon his head, ftanding upon two 
worlds, fea and earth, which, for a time, un- 
der his authority, fubfifts together ; and then; 
by the fame authority; together pals away. 

In this view of Chrift, given in this his 
glorious name, we have an explanation of 
the great gail of God in the frame or con- 
ftitution of all temporary things; and can 
eafily difcover why the government of them, 
even in the New-Teftament, is afcribed to 
the Archangel, and that, with his voice, the 
whole feene muft be clofed. 


THE SON: e 
BUT there is another world, the world to 
come, to which belongs the refurrectiion and 
the holy city, New- Ferufalem ; in relation to 
which, Chrift bears. the name of Son—this 
world is putin fubjection unto him, in this 


* Aoyey ra Ayla. So is the word written out, 
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name, the fame as the worlds of nature and 
grace are put under him, as the Archangel 
and, becaufe this world 1s the moft glorious, 
the world of glory, this new name is his moft 
lorious name. 
That the name Son, given to Chrift, re~ 
Jates principally to his kingdom, power and 
glory, appears from the following paflages, 
and many others:—Thou art my Son, ths 
day have I begotten thee. Afe of me, and 7 
fhall give thee the heathen for thine inhertt- 
“ance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for 
thy poffefion. Thou fhalt break them with 
a rod of tron; thou fhalt dafh them in pirex 
ées like a potter's veffel. Pfal. i, 7—9g.——> 
He fhall be great, and fhall be calied the Son 
of the Higheft: and the Lord God fhall give 
unto him the throne of his father David ; and 
he fhall reign over the houfe of Facod for ever, 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
Luke i. 32, 93.—And declared to be the Son 
of God with power, according to the [pirit of 
holine/s, by the refurrection from the dead, 
Rom. i. 4.—Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darknefs, and hath tranflated us in~ 
to the kingdom of his dear Son. Col, 1, 13.— 
The firft-born from the dead, that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence. Col. 1. 18.— 
But, unto the Son he faith, T Ay throne, O God, 
ws for ever and ever; a feeptre of righteous» 
ne/s 1s the {ceptre of thy kingdom. Heb. 1.8: 
Thus, in relation to the world of glory, 
whereof the feriptures here fpeak, we behold 
Chrift as a Son over his own houle, crowned 
with glory and honour, 
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All. this theory opens, moft apparently, 
from the divine will, Thefe feveral flates 
of Chrift, the worlds themfelves, and the 
names which are expreflive of his relation te 
them, are all borne upon the face of the di- 
vine principle: As aes the foundation, 
sand at the head of the firft creation, how ex- 
prefiive is the name Beginning? Taking the 
form of a fervant, and appearing at the head 
of a militant church, how clear 1s the import 
of the name Archangel? But, having per- 
formed a work of filial duty, in which he 
was humbled to the loweft ftate; and being 
raifed up, according to the {pirit of holinefs, 
or according to the promife, and feated up- 
on his Father’s throne, with what power 1s 
he declared to be the Son of God? 

Thefe three names, Beginning, Servant, 
and Son, are the grand pillars of revelation, 
whereon may be found infcribed the whole 
counfel of God—in them we have complet- 
ed the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who. ts, and who was, and who zs to come; 
the fame yefterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

It may be proper here to notice, refpeéting 
the names given to Christ, generally, that 
fome of them rank distinétly in the fame re- 
Jations as thofe given above: as with the 
Beginning, the Creator, God Almighty, and 
God of Glory; with the Archangel, Jeho- 
vah, Lord of Hofts,and Michael; and, with 
the Son, the Lamb, the Refurre€tion, and 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth. Some of 
them refpeét two of thefe relations, as Jefus, 
Redeemer, and Shepherd; and fome are 
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comnion names, and refpe€t them all, as 
Lord, Christ, and Foundation. The end of 
the whole is, to reveal Christ as being the 
head of all worlds. ie 

As the worlds of nature, grace, and glory, 
are diftin@ ; and, in their divers frames and 
conftitutions, they exhibit the diftiné parts 
of the divine will ;—and as Chrift, in relation 
to each one, bears a name expreflive of its 

peculiar ftate, the work before us is naturally 
- divided into three parts, which we fhall pro- 
fecute under the names and diftin& charac- 
ters of the Beginning, Archangel, and Son of 
God, as expreffing, naturally, the diftinct 
heads of the Divine Theory. ° 


eat A 


—_e 


GENERAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 
THEORY. 


BEFORE we proceed to an illuftration 
of the glory of Chrift, as being the head of 
all worlds, in the a€tual exhibitions, it will 
be proper to premife fome things which may 
lead us to contemplate more clearly the foun- 
dation or principle of this Theory; for, the 
more clearly we view the principle, the more 
fenfibly we fhall feel its demontiration. 

- The divine eternal fact, in which is found- 
ed the truth of Chrift, and which is the prin- 
ciple of the divine theory, is illuftrated in 


the {criptures, by the nature of fix things, 


with which men are cénverfant, viz. A co- 
venant, the befLlowment of a gift, generats- 


¢ 
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‘en, fellowfhip, inauguration, and a record ; 
--and they, feverally, require particular notice. 
1. OF this divine tranfattion, confidered 
as a covenant, fo much has already been 
faid, refpe€ting the illuftration it gives of 
the truth of the trznzty and unity of the di- 
vine will, and the nature of the theory re- 
falting from this principle, that it is prefum- 
ed little more need be added. It is im view, 
however, in the prefent illuftrations, to pay 
more particular attention than has yet been 
given, to the party and engagement of the 
Holy Ghoft, in this adorable compact. 

- The Divine Spirit, as has heen obferved, 
is the intereft mutually regarded in this co- 
venant-engagement; for, as the Holy Spirit, 
or Spirit of Holine/s, is one and the fame 
with that of the parental authority and love, 
and the filial duty and joy, it is the glory of 
both the Father and the Son, and can be 
no other than the fole intereft of both par- 
ties; and it is evident, that this was not only 
the concern of the engagement, but alfo, 
that it was the authority and power in which 
it exifted, and {6 was the third party in the 
agreement. ‘ ha hae : 

~~ A covenant receives its virtue and firength 


from the confideration of fome witnels and 


authority, to prove it and give it effect. Itis 
always underftood of parties contracting with 
each other, and making folemn promifes, 
that in cafe of a failure, they become liable 
to fome forfeiture; and that fome authority, 
which is able to enforce the obligation, 1s 
appealed to, which, therefore, becomes a 
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party in the tranfaction, and is itfelf bound 
to fee it fulfilled by all the weight of its fanc- 
tion. And it is this circumftance in the na- 
ture of acovenant, which gives it its folemn 
cand reverential ftamp. | fe 
In matters of a civil nature, the magiftrate. 
is appealed to in all lawful contracts, to fee 
that they are performed according to ates 
mife, or to punifh the delinquent; and in 
the nature of the cafe, he is fo bound to do 
this, that guilt is curred on his part, if the 
duty be not faithfully difcharged. And in 
all matters, between party and party, taken 
in a religious view, the fearcher of hearts. 1s. 
appealed to, who, as the final and righteous 
judge, will not fuffer the guilty to go unpu- 
nifhed ; fo, alfo, in the matter of the divine 
will, the Holy Ghoft was the witnefs and 
power engaged to enforce the fulfilment of 
the ftipulations, by a fanétion every way e- 
qual to the weight of the high obligations. 
Hence, in that fxfi name of God, which im- 
ports the Covenanters by oath, the idea of a 
curfe* is clearly intimated; and this eternal 
covenant 1s ever prefented in a manner ta 
give us affurance that it was made, and was 
accompanied with every pollible. circum- 
fiance of folemnity, : 


* «© Averm: a Noun mafe. plat. Zhe denouncers of a con- 

-** ditional curfe. A name wiually given in the Hebrew ferip- 
“* tures to the ever bleffed Trinity, by which they reprefent 

“< themfelves as under the obligation of an cath to perform 

** certain conditions, and as having denounced a curfe on all, 

** menand devils, who do not conform to them. 
*« What thofe terms or conditions were to which the Aleim 
“« fware, feems evident from Pf. cx. namely, that the Man 
aX 
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- "To this it may be objected, that God could 
not fail in his engagement ;_ and, therefore, 
in this matter, it was not neceffary that the 


& Chrift Fefus, in confequence of his bumiliation and suffer- 
* ings, (ver. 7, comp. Phil. ii. 6—10,) fhould be exalted to 
% the right hand of Ged till all Ais enemies were made his foot- 
# fool, (comp. 1 Cor. xv. 25.) that the rod of his frength (his 
“<gofpel,) foould be fent out of Sion; and that by this he fhould 
“© rule ewen inthe midft of bis enemies s that bis people (true 
*¢ Chriftians,) fhould offer themfelves willingly in the ornaments 
*¢ of holinefs s and that thofe which fhould be begotten by hine 
“to a refurreBion from fin here, and from death hereafter; 
¢¢ fhould be more numerous than the drops of morning dew 
*< (comp. Ifai. xxvi..1g.) All this [ take to be briefly com- 
*« prehended or fummed upin that oath of Jehovah to Chri?, 
<< ver. 4. Thou art a Prieft for ever after the order of Meichi- 
* fedec, which, by interpretation, is King of Righteoufne/s, 
«* Heb. vii. 2. Asa Prieft, Chrift, through tie eternal Spirit, 
*< offered himfelf without /pot to God, Heb. Vili. 3.—Xi. 145 
«asa Prieft for ever, he is able to fave them to the uttermoft, 
«« (Marg. evermore,) that come unto God by bim, feeing he ever 
*< diveth to make interceffon for them s as being after the order 
#6 gf Melchifedec, de is King as well as Prief, King of Righ- 
«© teoufuefs,and King of Peace. Heb, vii. z. Hence, then,.we 
«learn, that Febowah fware to Adoni or Cbrift, (See Matth. 
# xxii. 43.) and that this oath had reference to the redemptioz. 
* of man by him.—The Pfalin itfelf does not indeed determine 
«« the time when this oath was pronounced, but other {crip- 
é turesdo. For St. Paul fays, that Chrift was made a Prieit, 2. ¢. 
« after the order of Melchifedec Sy this very oath, Heb, vii. 
#21. But his inauguration to the Prie#hood and Kingdom was 
“< prior to the creation of the world, Prov. viii, 23, and feq.— 
«« Therefore this very oath, recorded in Pf. cx. was prior re 
< the creation. Accordingly Febovab is at the beginning of 
% creation called Alerm, Gen. i. 1, which implies, that the 
«< divine perfons had {worn chem they created. It is evident, 
t+ alfo from Gen. iii. 4, 5, that both the ferpeat and the wo- 
«man knew ‘febovah by this name, Aleim, defore the fall s 
‘< and, to cite but two paffiges out of many that might be 
_ produced from the New T:fament to this purpofe, St. Peter 
** is exprefs, Eph. i,.18—20, that Chrift was fort-ordained 0. 
*« redeem ws, before the foundation of the world; and St. Paul 
* affirms, Eph. i. 4, that God, even the Father of our Lord Fe- 
*¢ fus Chrijt, bath chofen us in him, before the foundation ofthe 
$4 eaeordd °°: tes ' ; : ; 
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party of an authority fhould be concernéd §. 
but why then covenant 2?’ Why {wear at all? 
Why any of this formality P What meaning 
could there be in the whole bufinefs, unlefs 
there were a third party engaged thereby, as 
in the nature of things fuch a tranfaétion 
implies, to enforce the folemn obligation ? 
Were there no magiftrate, no God, no party 


: f 
«« By virtue of this antemundane oath, the Man Chrif Fefus 
«< was enabled to overcome the Devil and all the enemies of 
«« man, and perfect his redemption, and from this oath it was 
«* that the ever-bleffed THREE were pleafed to take that ¢/o- 
** rious and fearful name, (Deut. xxviil. 58.) Fekowah Aleim 5 
glorious, mas much as the tranfaction, to which it refers, 
<< difplays, imthe moft g/orious manner, the attributes of God 
“‘ to men and angels; and fearfu/, in as much as, by one part 
“« of the oath, eternal and infinite power, Fehouah him/elf, is 
“* engaged to make the enemies of Chrift his foot-ftool, Pf. cx. 1% 
«¢ Let thofe who, ia thefe days ot Arian, Socinian and Rab« 
** dinical blafphemy, have any coubt whether Aleim, when 
«* meaning the true God, Jehovah, is plural or not, confult the 
«« following paflages, where they will find it joined with ad- 
<< jeGlives, pronouns and verbs p/ura/l. Gen. i, 26.—iii. 22.— 
XL, 7—-¥X. 13.--XXxi. 63.—xxxV. 7. Dent. iv. 7.—v. 23. 
“© or 26. Jofh. xxiv..19, 1 Sam. iv. 8. 2Sam. vii.23. Pf 
“* Iyitivd2ns Ma, vie 8.05 Jem ax..a0 Dan..dyng 06, assor 
** 8, 9, 18. See alfo Prov, ix. 10.—xxx. So wisldls, GYM. gic. 
“* Keclef.v. 7.—xii, tr. Job-v. 1. Ma. vi. 3.—liv. 5. Hof 
Kid 2. or xtipae Mali d6.4 Dah. vit. 18, 225 25: ; 
*\O that the children of Abraham, according to the fief, 
would attentively confider and compare the texts above cit« 
ed from their own feriptures / Could they themhelp owning 
a plurality of Aleim in Jehovah?—When they read, for ine 
hance, Gen. i, 26, that the Aleim faid, Let us, or we will, 
make man in Our image, according to our likene/s—and ver, 
27.—So the Aleim created max, &c. end compared thefe, 
‘ words with Ecclef. xii, 1. dadremember thy Creators, could 
they doubr whether Aleim, as applied by Mo/es, in the hif- 
tory of the creation, denoted a plurality of agents? And yet 
* furely, as faith the prophet Haiah. chap. xliv. 24, Jehovaly 
“* firetched forth the heavens alone, and /pread abroad the earth 
“* by hinitelf, without the aid or concurrence of any creature, 
‘“ how exalted foever. Comp. chap. xlii, 5.—xlv, 12.” 
Parkhurf’s Hebrew Lexicony . 
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itanding by to enforce the engagement, it 1s 
plain, that the tranfattion of covenanting 
and fwearing would be without folemnity 
and without meaning. And if it be further 
objected, that it is given in the divine record, 
that God {ware by himfelf, it may be anfwer- 
ed, that by. this, we are not to underftand 
that he fware by his own perfon, but that 
the authority appealed to, was a party in the 
Godhead; and fo was himfelf, for this is the 
evident truth; and the contrary. would im- 
ply an abfurdity. 

But it is not proper to fay, inevery point 
of view, that there could be no failure in this 
cafe; for, on the part of Chrift, the engage- 
ment was not merely perfonal, but asa fu- 
rety for a fallible creature; and, on the part 
of the father, that was engaged which, of all 
things, was the moft improbable to take 
place, viz. That deata fhould yield life; and 
that a people, whole name was, The Kedelli- 
ous, fhould be willing; and the truth of this 
matter was proved in the fact; for a failure 
did fo take place that, by the party of the 
furetifhip, the forfeiture was incurred, and 
the dreadful firoke was inflifted by the fword 
of the Lord, which was that power, or third 
party, appealed to in this moft folemn con- 
LEGGE ad sis | 
_ Again, a queftion may avife refpetling the 
Holy Ghoft being confidered as the great 
intereft refpected in this covenant, from the 
circumftance that the fcriptures often allude 
to the church, or the redeemed people of 
Chrift, as being the intere{l contemplated in 
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this divine tranfaGion? The anfwer to this 
queftion, is found in the confideration that 
‘the church is the vehicle or temple of the Ho- 
by Ghoft; and therefore is, properly and’ne- 
eeffarily, confidered in the fame view ; hence 
this great intereft of the glory of God is fo 
often exhibited in the name of The Bride, 
The Lamb’s Woe ;—and the Lord calls Hrael 
his Glory. And when we refleé&, that the 
church, firft, by the fpirit of obedience; and 
fecondly, by the fpirit of glory, fhall be fill- 
ed with all the fullnefs of God; completely 
filled both with the fpirit of the Father and: 
ofthe Son, we perceive that this ele€t body 
cannot be feparated from a view of this eter- 
nally defired intereft; and that, as it refpeéis: 
the manifeftation, it will be in the church, 
that the Holy Ghoft, which is the objeét and 
end of all, will be fully embraced, both by 
the Father and the Son, 

The imtereft in a covenant may, or may 
not, be a perfom; but, in the cafe before us, 
it being of the nature {tated, as that of mar- 
rying and giving in marriage, in which the 
intereft is the Bride, it is neceflary fo to can- 
fider it. Alfo, im the view we have taken: 
of covenant tranfactions, as in their nature 
requiring a third party as the witnefs and 
authority, the Holy Ghoft mutt of neceflity 
be confidered a perfon; and indeed, for the 
fame reafon that the firft and fecond parties 
are called perfons, the third party muft be 
confidered alfo as being a perfon;. for, in this 
relation, all that is meant by the term, is one 
who is concerned, and is acting a part, ime 
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-msediately, in the matter of the divine will. 
in this view, therefore, of the divine princi- 
ple, we have a ftriking illuftration of the 
truth of a trinity in unity; as three perfons 
acting together, are neceffarily contemplated 
inthis divine economy. : 
_.2. To this divine tranfa@tion, confidered 
as the beftowment of a gift, we have already 
briefly alluded. It is proved, that this real ~ 
fa€t exifted in the eternal divine will, and 
that grace was given us in Chraft Fefus, be- 
Sore the world began; which grace was the 
eternal life, Here alfo we have the knowledge 
of three things, which exifled eternally and 
neceflarily in the divine will, viz. a giver, a 
receiver, and the gift beftowed and received; 
and in the giver, we here contemplate the 
character or truth of the Father; and in the 
receiver, the truth of Chrift; and inthe eter- 
nal life given, that of the Holy Ghott. 
. This att of giving us eternal life, which, 
as has been {hewn, confifted in giving a com- 
mandment, embracing the divine favour, 
conitituted the glory of the Father. In this 
one act of his giving a precept and a pro- 
mife, or a requirement and a reward, is com- 
prifed, as in its origin, every thing which is 
imported by his name God and the Father. 
All the honour, all the high distinétion, all 
the infinite claims of this adorable character, 
arife from his being the propoler, the first 
mover and free difpofer of the un/peakabde 
eft i.6 | 
_ Refpeéting a receiver, it is requifite to ob- 
ferye, that a donation may be made, though 
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the perfon or perfons for whom it is defigned’ 
be not prefent; yea, though fuch be not im 
existence. Many deeds of gift have been - 
effeCiually made, when the perfons to whom 
the property is given, have been far distant 
and wholly unknowing to the tranfa€tion ; 
and many legacies have been bequeathed to 
unborn heirs; but, m fuch cafes, it is re- 
quired by law, and in the nature of things 
it is neceflary, that there be appointed a trus- 
tee, who fhould receive charge of the pro- 
perty, under fuitable obligations and bonds, 
to deliver it over, in due time, to them for 
whom it was defigned.—Such a party ex- 
isted in the eternal divine will; who, as the 
nature of the cafe required, received in our 
name the infinite bequest; and who was laid 
under, and freely took upon him, the high- 
est and most folemn obligations to preferve 
its and, in the fulne/s of t2mes, to bring for- 
ward the legatees, and put them into full 
poffeffion of the znheritance of glory and 
eternal life, : ‘ 
{twill be obferved, that a trustee, in the 
matter of the divine will, viewed as the be-. 
stowment of a gift, is the fame thing as a 
furety, when the fubje@ is confidered as be- 
ing a covenant; and in this truth of our eter- 
nal life having been at first received by a 
trustee, may be feen the fource of the eternal 
fon{hip. Here is the high origin of the name 
Chrifi; and of all the offices and honours 
which he fuftains as the Lord and head of the: 
creation—al/ the glories of his relation, both 
ta the Father and to the church, arife from’ 
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his being engaged and intrufled with the 
keeping and immediate difpenfing of the 
eternal life and glory of his church and peo- 
ple, according to the Father’s good pleafure. | 
Though our Lord received this intere{t 
as a trultee, yet the nature of the thing is 
fuch, that it thus neceflarily became his own, 
together with that whole bleffed body of 
people, for whom it was defigned ;—for 
the receiving of a commandment, implies 
the keeping of it; and alfo the receiving of 
a bleffing, implies the enjoying of it ;—and 
the filial chara€ter being Jonhitatea by the 
arental commandment and blefling ; —it is 
manifeft, that he who received it immediate- 
ly from the Father, was thereby conftituted the 
Son of God; as all they who receive it thro’ 
him, are thereby alfo conftituted his children. 
The living only can know what lifes: I live 
by the Father, fays Chrift; and he could fay, 
by experience dcubtlefs, as all his people can 
declare the fame truth—ZJ now that his com- 
mandment ts life everlafling. Theblefled Jefus 
ever traced his own fonfhip, heirlhip, eternal 
life and glory, to the fame fource with that 
of his people, viz. His Father's command. 
ment, in keeping of which there 1s great re- 
ward. We never preached the vague doc- 
trine held forth, by modern expounders and 
commentators, that his eternal life is to be 
antedated to the commandment of the Fa- 
ther, which confituted him our Lord and 
Redeemer. 
Contemplating this truth, it may be readi- 
ly perceived thar, on the one haud, by this 
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commandment, he was made to the Father @ 
Son; and, on the other, by the fame good 
will, he was made to the church a head.— 
This eternal life being, from the beginning, 
configned and intrufted to him; being re- 
ceived and kept in him; and finally, being 
manifefted and difpenfed by him; is evident- 
dy that one all meritorious thing, which gives 
him his names of Son and Chrift, of Lord 
and Saviour; and all his worthy and adora- 
ble claims, both in heaven and.on earth, | 
Again, from the nature of the fubject, it is 
evident, that in this aét of giving us eternal 
life, God gave us Ais Son: for, this life be- 
ing giver to us in Chrif as the truftee, the 
charge in its nature required that he fhould 
come into the world, and manifeft it; which 
could be done only ina way of obedience to 
that commandment in which it confiftted ; 
and which, in fuch a world as this, would 
necellarily lead him to the loweft poffible 
{tate of humiliation. As therefore eternal 
life was given tous in Chrift Jefus, he was, 
in the fame aét, given tous, even to lay down 
his life for us; and his receiving this charge, 
which was properly exprefled in thefe words, 
Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, was the free 
offertng of himfelf as a facrifice, and a vo- 
Juniary engagement to give his life for the 
people. Ba 
Refpetting the gift beftowed upon us in. 
Chrift Jefus, this ts evidently the Holy Ghoft, 
We have {hewn that the will of God confift- 
ed ina commandment embracing the divine 


favor; fuch a commandment as is necellary 
<i 
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to form the filial chara&ter.—J know, fays 
Chrift {peaking of his Father, that his com- 
mandment 1s life everlafting.—He had receiv- 
ed it—he had kept it—he lived by the Fa- 
ther—it was his meat and drink to do his 
will; by experience he knew that this was 
eternal life,and recommending it to the peo- 
ple, he faid, It 1s the Spirit that guickeneth ; 
the flefh profiteth nothing: The words that I 
Speak unto you, they are {pirit, and they are 
life.—It appears, therefore, that this com- 
mandment delivered to us by Jefus Chrift 
from the Father, is the gift of eternal life, 
_ which we are confidering. 

But this is the fame as the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; for the commandment given to us by 
Jefus Chrift is {pirit: Zt 2s the Spirit thaé 
gquickeneth; the words that I fpeak unto you, 
they are {pirit. John vi. 63. The word of God 
as quick, and powerful, and fharper than any 
two eaged [word, prercing even to the dividing 
afunder of foul and fprrit, and of the joints 
and marrow, andts a dilcerner of the thoughts 
and wntents of the heart. Heb. iv. 12.—And 
this 1s the Holy Spirit; for by this command- 
ment, or word, does all divine holinefs exift. 
Chrilt prayed for his people, faying, Sanélify 
them through thy truth; thy word 1s truth.— 
By this Chrift himfelf was fet apart, fandlef- 
ed, and fent into the world, John x. 36; he re- 
ceived and kept the commandment, or word 
of God, that he might give it to his people; 
wherefore he faid, For their fakes I fanétify 
myfelf, that they alfo might be fandlified thro? 
the truth. John xvii. 19. And it is alfo evi- 
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dent, that the Father is called holy, becaule 
this holy fanétefying commandment 1s given 
from him.—It is evident, therefore, that the 
gift of eternal life, which confifts in the pa- 
rental commandment embracing the love of 
God, is the fame as the gi/t of the Holy 
Spirits’ 

 Merdenhe Holy Ghoft is called the prom- 
ife of the Father: and, as being the fullnefs 
of the parental blefling given to us in Chritt 
Jefus in the covenant of redemption; the 
thedding forth of the Holy Ghoft on the day 
of Pentecoft, was fpoken of by Peter, as the 


fulfilment of the Father’s promifetohisSon, - — 


and the completion of his grace to the church 
thro’ him: Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the Fa- 
ther the promile of the Holy Ghoft, he hath 
hed forth this which yenow fee and hear, Aéts 
“ii, 33-—And John, fpeaking of the Holy 
Ghoft, which he calls an unétion from the 
Holy One, 1 Epif. ii. 25, fays, Zhas is the 
promife that he hath promifed us, even eters 
nal life. ee 3 : 
It is, therefore, manifelt, that the Father, 
in giving to the Son his parental command- 
ment, which is eternal life, gave neceflarily 
to him the infinite bleffing of the Holy Ghoft; 
thefe things are in their nature infeparable ; 
and in giving to his Son this commandment 
in all its infinite length and breadth, the Fa- 
ther gave not the Spirit by meafure unto hem, 
John ui. 94. In receiving this eternal law of 
ionihip, Jefus Chrift received all power in 
acaven and tn earta, In his keeping this pa- 


, 


Divine Turory¥. o7 


reital commandment, in him are Add ail the 
treasures of wifdom and knowledge; and in 
his difpenfing it to his people, he gives them 
power to become the fons of God. So plain it 
is, that the rich git of God, which is eternal 
life, even the Holy Ghof, is comprifed in the 
parental commandment: which, with regard 
to us, was given to the Beloved before the 
world, began, and which is now manifefted 
unto us through Fefus Chrift our Lord. 
. That this eternal life is a diftinG thing from 
either the Father or the Son is evident, be- 
caule, were it not difting from the Father, 
his giving it would have been merely the giv- 
ing of himfelf;. but, in the divine record this 
sa appears ever as being diftin& from the 
giver, and as given forth from the Father, 
And were it not alfo diftinét from the Son, it 
could not be faid with propriety, as it often. 
4s in the {criptures, that it was given to us i 
hams oi | 
. And that the Holy Gholt is. a diftin€ party 
in the divine will, is moft apparent from the 
current language of the {criptures; a fingle 
paflage may be fufficient to fhew fuch a di- 
ftinétion; fee John xv. 26.—But when the 
Comforter ws come, whom-I will fend unto you 
From the Father, even the Sprrit of Truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he fhall tef- 
tefy: of. me-—H ere it appears that the Holy 
Spirit is not the Father, for he comes from 
the Father, and froceedeth from the Father; 
neither is he the Son, for he is fent by the Son, 
and he baligfees of him; and that he is an 
agent, or active sess i the divine will, ap- 
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pears from his being /ent; from his coming 
and proceeding from the Father; and from the 
offices he bears, and the work he performs, of 
a witnefs to the truth of Chrift, and a Com- 
forter to his people. : 

And, afide from the evidence arifing from 
the ftyle of the feriptures, the nature of the 
gift of God, fhews that it is a diftin& party in 
the divine will, for it is life; and life implies 
activity, and a€tivity, in the matter ofa will, 
implies willing, and willing denotes a perfon. 
The giving forth of this commandment, or 
the proceeding of the Holy Ghoft, conftitut- 
ed the paternity of him from whom he was 
given forth and proceeded; and the recesving 
of the commandment, or the coming upon, 
abiding or refting of the Holy Ghoft, confti- 
tuted :he fon/hip of him upon whom he came, 
and by whom he was received.—An agency 
of the Holy Ghoft, therefore, con{tituted the 
charaéters, the relations, and the eternal glo- 
ries of both the Father-and the Son; fo that, 
if it were poffible, there is lefs room to doubt 
of the perfonality of the Holy Ghoft, than 
mie is of that of either the Father or the 

on. | | 

Of the truth, therefore, of three perfons 
atling together in this matter of the grace of” 
eternal lofe, which was given te us in Chrift Je- 
fus before the world began; this view of the 
divine principle affords the cleareft illuftra- 
tion. 

g. From the illuftrations already given of 
the divine principle, it appears that in tracing 
outa generation in the voluntary fenfe, it 1s ne- 
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_eeffary only to enquire for three things; firft,a 
head, or one who exercifes authority andcom- 
mand, fuch as is neceffary to form the filial 
charatter; fecondly, a /udjed, or one brought 
under fuch authority and command, and fo 
becominga fon; and, thirdly, acommandment, 
fuch as carries the authority, and embraces 
the favor of the head; or a precept clothed 
with effectual power to form the child, and 
to give the reward of filial obedience, which 
is the heirfhip of the parental eftate, or the 
inheritance of the fame authority and com- 
mand; and thefe things are found exifting, 
neceflarily and eternally, in the divine will. 
And it has been {hewn, that there is an ever- 
lafting Father, or one who exercifed this au- 
thority, before the world began; alfo, that 
there is an eternal Son, or one who was the 
fubje&t of this command, and the objett of 
this favor, before the world exifted. And the 
nature of the divine authority proves that 
the Spirit is alfo eternal, The exiftence of 
the precept and promife of God, which is 
fpirit and life, is involved in the exiltence of 
this parental authority and filial duty. 

Agur, in his prophecy, lamenting that he 
had not the knowledge of the holy, whilft ear- 
neftly inquiring after the truth, as every 
holy foul is, being direéted by the {pirit of 
infpiration, he gave the an{wer to the great 
queftion refpeéting the knowledge of the Fa- 
ther and his Son, which is eternal life, in the 
fame words in which he afked it. 

Who hath afcended up into heaven, or des- 
cended? Who hath gathered the wina in has 
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fits 2? Who hath bound the waters in a gar 
ment ? Who hath eftablifhed all the ends of the 
earth? Whatis his name, and what ts his Son's 
name, if thou canft tell ? | is i 
The inquiry, in thefe words is, evidently, 
concerning the divine principle; and the 
whole fubjett is here defcribed.—Firft, The 
lory of Chritt—Who hath afcended up into 
os or defcended ?—-We have the autho- 
rity of the apoftle, for confidering this as a 
defcription of Chrift’s humiliation and exal- 
tation ; and as intending his defcending and 
afcending ; in which order he conftruéts the 
paflage.—Secondly; The glory of the Fa- 
ther in him—Who hath gathered the wind in 
his fifis ? Who hath bound the waters in a gar- 
ment? who hath eftablifhed all the ends of the 
earth? This is plainly a defcription of the 
divine authority and command.— And, third- 
ly, The Holy Spirit which is the agent em- 
ployed in the execution of this authority, 
called his fijis,a garment, &c.—Thefe quef= 
dions are putin a manner which imports, 
that the inquirer felt that he who could an- 
twer them, and tell the name of the living and 
true God, and his Son’s name, had learned wif 
dom, and had received the knowledge of the 
holy, and had: attained the objeét which is 
the ultimate of all true defires.. 
Whatis here given, may be confidered as 
the fuperfcription of the book of the generati- 
on of Fefus Chrih—fo much only of this, 
thing did God’s ancient people know; forta 
them the book was fealed. And though we 
live in gofpel-times, yet how few of us have » 


Divine THEORY. 101 


fo much of the knowledge of Jefus Chrift as 
had Agur! Becaufe he had attained no 
more divine knowledge, he thought himfelf 
notto have the underflanding of a man; 
and he efteemed himfelf drwtz/h, viz. being 
fomewhat below the proper dignity of a 
man; but he who ‘has not attained fo much, 
mui{t be thought a mere brute. Ua 
As brief, however, as his. knowledge was, 
he dared not like many in thefe days, to add 
unto the words of God, left he fhould be 
reproved, and he be found a dar. Folded 
as it was, he full kept to the book—the di- | 
vine will unfolding in Jefus Chrift, in his 
defcending and afcending, was his Alpha and 
Omega—he was content to begin at the de- 
ginning of the creation of God; or with that 
act of the divine will which, in the effect, 
fent Jefus Chrift into the world ; and he was 
content alfo to end at the ends of the earth, 
The folemn queftion, what is God? as it 
was put by this holy infpired man, is merely 
this, what has God wrought? As though he 
had faid, tell me what God has done? Open 
to me this matter of his defcending and as- 
cending ? Unfold the atts of divine govern- 
ment; of his gathering the wind in his fills; 
of binding the waters in a garment; and, 
finally of eftablifhing all the ends of the 
earth ? Do this, and you will anfwer my 
great queftion—do this and you will ex- 
plain the truth of the Father and the Son, 
in which is eternal Afe; he who.can do this, 
has the knowledge of the holy, and can tell 
what is his name and what is his Son's name, 
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By the power of the Spirit, of which the 
wind is the emblem, Jefus Chrift was fent into 
the world—by this power, in the hands of 
the Father, as the wind gathered 1m his fifts, 
he went and returned, was carryed up and 
down; and, by this, he learned obedience, 
and was formed, as a fon, according to his 
Father’s will ; and finally, by this, he is re- 
warded as a fon, by being filled with all its 
infinite fulnefs, and by difpenfing the fame 
to his church and people ;—And being fent 
into the world by this high authority, be- 
hold! the waters allo, the great deep, which 
is the emblem of his humiliation and fuffer- 
ings—even death and hell are controlled, 
and, as it were, downd ina garment; which is 
the emblem of God's truth and faithfulnefs, 
wherein he had promifed to him, that he 
would not leave Azs a an hell, neither 
would he fuffer his holy one to fee corruption, 
Again, look away to the ends of the world, 
and contemplate the bleffed iffue of the me- 
diatorial work of Jefus Chrift, in the final . 
cfiablifhment, peace, and glory of his ever- 
Jafting kingdom. The ends of the earth, or 
ends of the world, is a phrafe often ufed in 
the {criptures, to denote the prefent and the 
future {tate of the gofpel kingdom, in the 
times of the reftitution of all things, when it 
is promifed that ad/ the ends of the earth fhall 
fee the fatvation of our God. | 

‘Wherever we have a clear view given us 
of the divine principle, we are led to con- 
template the truth of the threefold ftate of 
Chrift, and that alfo of the world or his king- 
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dom, in perfe&t conformity to him as the 
Head and Lord of all; for this divine theo- 
ry unfolds neceffarily from the divine will. 
This remark is illuftrated in the view before 
us. The gathering of the wind in his filts is.a 
proper defcription of the kingdom of nature; 
the binding of the waters in a garment, is a 
natural defcription of the kingdom of grace; 
and the eftablifhing of all he ends of the 
earth, is a beautiful defcription of the king- 
dom of glory. And this was all that the holy 
man defired to know; and what more can 
the wife in heart defire? It was this. book of 
the kingdom which fully opens in the future 
glory of Jefus Chrift and his people, that 
John the Revelator /aw in the right hand of 
him that fat upon the throne, written within 
and on the backfde, fealed with feven feals ; 
concerning which he wept much, becaufe no 
man was found worthy to open and to read the 
book, neither to look thereon; but, thanks be 
to God, it is the high and diftinguifhing pri- 
vilege of the children of the kingdom, that to 
them it is given to know its my/leries, being 
experimentally and effectually taught them, 
by the {pirit and power of the holy humbling 
commandment of Jefus Chrift, and by the 
confolation of his bleffed exaltzng promile, 
This paflage affords evidence that Agur 
was a great prophet; for, though he could 
not eed it, yet he faithfully held the book of 
the generation of the Son of God in his 
hand; and like a certain preacher, who, af- 
ter puzzling a while at the text, made a fo- 
lemn impreffion upon his hearers, by the an- 
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xious manner in which he held out the bible, 
faying, “ The truth is here, in this book,” — 
Suchalfo was John the Baptift, he took good 
heed to teftify as he was prompted, and he 
Jet to has feal that God is true; yet the name 
of the Father, and fis Son’s name, as defcend~ 
ing andafcending, he could butha// read; but 
when he found his mind embarraffed, and his 
own text beyond his fkill, he fought to bea 
difciple in the new {chool, and fent to Chrift 
himtlE that he fhould tell him who he was. 
—Verily, fuch men as thefe are the greatelt 
among them that are Jorn of women: not- 
withftanding, the little child, in the kingdom 
of heaven, born of the Father, is greater than 
they; for he can read, down and up, back- 
ward and forward, the whole divine alphabet; 
he can tell, what ts his name, and what ts his 
fon'sname: Hecries, Abba, Father: he knows 
the Father, by knowing in duty the Son; for 
he has taken the yoke of Chrift, which he took 
by the command of his Father, and has learn- 
ed of him obedience to the Father of Spirits 5 
and, alfo, he knows the Father by experienc- 
ing his favour; for the love of God 1s fhed 
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoft; and, 
with Jefus Chrift, who is his pattern, and, as 
it were, his elder brother, in this way of dut 
and obedience, he has found refi to his fouls 
he is dorn ef God: In this very truth of the, 
generation of the eternal Son ‘of God, con-. 
fills the regeneration of his people.—I write 
unto you, féile Children, fays John, becaufe 
ye have known the Father. | : 

In this illuftration, the vifion of Ifaiah, 


— 
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‘Chap. vi, when he faw the Slory of Chrift, 
and [pake of him, muft not be omitted, — 
In the year that king Uzziah died, I faw 
alfo the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and 
‘lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Here alfo is unfolded the Divine Theory. 
Firft, he faw the Lord fitting high, which 
word expreffes his primitive glory.—Second- 
ly, he was lifted up—which words defcribe 
both his ftate of humiliation and exaltation ; 
for, that he afcended, was lifted up, or exalt- 
ed, “ what is it, but that he firft de/cended,” or 
was abafed? In this view of the glory of 
Chrift, we contemplate three diftinét agents. 
‘One who /ifts up, another who is lifted up, 
and a third called fis train, which filled the 
temple. | 
-— Above tt flood the Seraphim : each one had 
fix wings; with twain he covered his face, 
and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried unto. ano- 
ther, and fard, holy, holy, holy, zs the Lord 
of Hofts, the whole earth zs full of his glory. 
The Seraphim appearing with a threefold 
twain of wings, gives us a complete view of 
the creation of God.  Firft, a face, with a 
wing on each fide, is defcriptive of the pri- 
mitive glory of the creation, and that it con- 
fifted of two parts, that of the angels and that 
of men; which were, at firft, fo united as to 
form but one face, or one glory; and this 
face being covered, fhews that by the fall, 
and the entrance of fin and death into the 
world, all this glory was obfcured, and the 
whole creation put into a ftate of confine- 
| O 
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ment; and as both worlds, of angels and’ 
men, were united in the great principle of the 
creation, they are, together, effeéi-d by the 
fall of man, and the fubfequent bondage.— | 
Secondly, the feet are-expreflive of the fer- 
vice flate; and thefe alfo being covered, 1s 
defcriptive of the humiliation and fuffering 
of this Rate; and the two feet, each being 
covered with a wing, fhews that the angels 
together with men, partake of this fervice, 
and have alfo a fympathy in this humiliation 
and fuffering.—And thirdly, their foaring 
away together, with outftretched wings, ina | 
concert of the higheft praife, gives us a view 
of the freedom, elevation and felicity, of the 
ftate of glory, when the whole creation fhall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the chlidren of 
God. 

~The concert of high praife, reprefented 
here, is doubtlefs the fame that John more 
diftinGtly heard, Rev. v. 13. And every crea- 
ture heard I faying, blefing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him.that fitteth upon 
the throne and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever. The Seraphim cried, one unto ano- 
ther, faying, holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Holts : the whole earth ts full of his glory;— 
which, we know, will be the blefled refult of 
this fcene of wonders. 3 

Again, the thrice uttered afcription of holy, 

feems naturally to intend the three perfons 
of the adorable Trinity; as, oly is he who 
has lifted up, or fet his King upon his holy 
hil of Zion; Aoly is he who ts lifted up, and 
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7s fet upon his holy throne; and holy is his 
train, or that ower, by which all his work ' 
and all his glory is accomplifhed. The fame 
alfo, according to the Theory, applies to the 
feveral: {tates of Chrift; as holy is he who 
was high; holyis he who was abafed; and 
holyis he who is exalted. Tae 

_ And the pofts of the door moved at the voice 
of him that cried, and the temple was filled with 
Smoke. ele 

This view imports, that the Lord was 
coming into the world, to give the exhibiti- 
on of his glory. And, as in the Revelation, 
and other places of {cripture, where the grand 
concert is exhibited, 1t is obferved that one 
voice, as the leader or mafter of the choir, 1s, 
ever diftinguifhed ; fo here, at the voice of 
ham that cried, a leading one, the pofts of the 
door moved; which indicates the fame thing 
as the removing of the pillars of creation, 
and the confequent pafling away of the whole 
natural frame of the heavens and the earth, 
at the voice of the Archangel. 

The view we have here, and which 1s ever 

iven of the Seraphim, is wonderful ; and 
aie to the ideawof fomething more thancre- 
ated glory; and this is indeed the truth, for 
Chrilt, in the divine conftitution, 1s aflociat- 
ed with the worlds, and is himfelf the Began- 
ning of the Creation, the Lord of Ho/is,and the 
Mafter of Affembhes. 

Then faid I, Woe is me! for amundone ; be- 
caufe Lam aman of unclean lips, and [dwell 
on the midft of a people of unclean lips ; for 
mune eyes have feen the King, the Lord of 
Lofts, 
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this vifion upon Ifaiah, was very fimilar to. 
that of the illumination of Agur upon him, 
Agur cries, Surely I am more bruitifh than 
any man, and have not the underfianding of a 
man: I neither learned wifdom, nor have the’ 
knowledge of the holy. And Maiah exclaims, 
Woe ts me, for Iam undone, &c. It is evi- 
dent, however, that Ifaiah was much the 
deepeft affe€ted. Agur’s illuminations were 
fuch as theirs who, as Job exprefled it, had 
heard of the Lord by the hearing of the ear; 
and it feems that, till this time, fuch had 
been the knowledge of Ifaiah; but now his 
eyes faw him, and he received impreflions, 
fuch as before he had never known; efpeci- ' 
ally when one of the Seraphim flew unto 
him, having a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with the tongs from off the altar; 
and when he felt the tremendous touch there- 
of upon his lips, and had experienced the 
glorious, humiliating, fan€tifying effeét. 

Alfo I heard the voice of the Lurd, faying, 
biting Shall 1 fend? and, Who will go for 
us! | 

Here, again, we have a view of the divine 
principle, the eternal voluntary generation; 
and we obferve three perfons immediately 
concerned in the tranfaétion; one who fends, 
commands, and fays, Go; another whois 
fent, commanded, and is bidden, Go; anda 
third who is fpoken to by he firft, and is' 
confulted as being interefted in the concern: 
Whom fhall I fend? and, Who will go for us? 
Then faid I, Here am J; fend me. : 
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In Iaiah’s offering himfelf fo readily, to 

ro upon fuch an errand, as foon as it was 
moved, he, was a wonderful type of the Son 
of God; wherefore, in like manner he was 
— to the people, to carry to them upon his 
lips, the /pertt of burning, the fire of the al- 
tar, (i. e.) the doétrine for which Jefus Chrift 
died; which could not fail to make him a fa- 
crifice ; and which, being a favour of death 
in them who believe not, muft reduce fucha 
people, as this to whom he was fent, to a rem- | 
nant; and eventhey muft be brought to the 
loweft {tate of humiliation, and be faved in 
fo myfterious a way, as by fire; but, for his 
reward, he was promifed Levi's portion, the 
blefled reward of the fanituary; he fhould 
have the tenth; which fhould be brought in, 
found and good; fo that it fhould be, for 
fubftance, as the whole produét of the field 
and vineyard; like, as the weight and fub- 
flance of the teil tree, and the oak, remain in 
them when they have cafttheir leaves; for, 
fuch fhall be the holy feed, promifed to Chrift. 
— And he faid, Go, and tell this people, Hear ° 
ye indeed, but underfiand not; and fee ye in- 
deed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this 
people fat, and make their ears heavy, and fhut 
their eyes; left they fee with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and unde fland with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed. Then 
fad I, Lord, How long? And he anfwered, 
until the cities be walted without inhabitant, 
and the houfes without ‘man, and the land 
be utterly defolate.-—And the Lord have re- 
moved men far away, and there be a great 
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forfaken in the midft of the land. But yet in 
it fhall be atenth, and it fhall return, and 
fhall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, 
whofe fubftance zs en them, when they catt their 
Jeaves: fo the holy feed /hail be the fubftance 
thereof. : a : 
The prayer of Agur, Geve me netther pro- 
verty nor riches; which, indeed, is the height . 
of natural wildom; fhews the truth of his 
confeffion, how much he was lacking in the 
knowledge of the Holy: The foaring {pirit 
of Ifaiah could not ftop at fuch a mediocri- 
ty; but, hke the chriftian foldier, he fought 
for riches, he reached for glory, the twofold 
glory. of the crofs and crown: like bleffed 
Paul, he afpired to know Chrift, and the owes 
er of his refurrection, being made conformable 
unto his death > in the view of a fervice, which 
would make him poor, very poor; and a re- 
ward, which would make him rich, very rich; 
he faid, Here am J; fend me! this, in reality, 
was faying, Give me both poverty and rich+ 
es! And, like the Lord of Glory, for the joy. 
that was fet before him, at the right hand of 
the throne of God, he would gladly endure 
the cro{s and defpife the fhame.—Bleffed are 
the Sons of God!—Yea, faith the Spirit, £ 
know thy poverty; but thou art rich. | 
It any of thele obfervations are fuppofed 
to. be fomewhat afide from the fubjeGt: it 
will, however, be acknowledged, that the paf- 
fages which have directed them, are among 
the moft remarkable relative to the doétrine 
of the Father and the Son, and afford the 
belt illuftrations of the truth of the divine ges 
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neration, which are to be found in the anci- 
ent {criptures, - 

4. A fellowfhip, wherein two or more par- 
ties become united in one common intereft, 
is another thing by which the divine princi- 
ple is much illuftrated in the {criptures; two 
parties may compofe a fellowfhip, but an in- 
teref{t, common to both, is neceflarily fuppof- 
ed in fuch acommunity; which, as has been 
fhewn, may alfo bea party: in this cafe, as 
already illuftrated, the intereft is the Holy 
Ghoft; and it will be kept in mind, that this 
4s the fame thing which has been pointed 
out, as the enteref in the eternal covenant— 
the gift which God has beftowed upon us, or 

that commandment of the Father which em- 
braces the divine favor,by which is the eter- 
nal generation of the Son of God, and the 
regeneration of his people. ge 
_ Whateverbe the concern; whether in fome 
bufinefs of manufacture, of farming, or of 
trade, a fellowfhip is ufually denominated 
and diftinguifhed by the nature of the inter- 
eft; fo this matter of the dzvzne glory is flyl- 
ed the fellow/hip of the Spirit, or the commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoft.—The confolation im 
Chrift, which is the gift of love, or the com- 
fort of love, from the Father, is {tyled the fe 
lowfhip of the Spirit; and, therefore, in this 
one thing, The grace of the Lord Jefus Chryft, 
and the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghoft, is f{ummed up the golpel be- 
nediction. 
The Father is known in this fellowhhip, if 
I may be allowed the ule of the common ex- 


‘$i2 Divine THEORY. 


preffion, by his advancing the capital: The 
Son is knewn in it, by his taking charge of 
the invaluable property, to occupy it, im- 
prove and difpenfe it, to the greateit advan- 
tage; fo that it fhould yield a vaft profit; 
and produce an immenfe income and reve- 
nue; and the Holy Spirit is in it by his pro- 
ceeding freely from the Father to the Son, to 
be appropriated under his hand, and difpen- 
fed abroad for the common intereft, (1. e.) for 
the glory of the Father, and of the Son, 
which is infeparable from his own glory; and, 
as this matter has been laid down, it may be 
feen that this, in its nature, is a common in- 
tereft; for, the glory of the Father cannot be 
feparated from the glory of the Son; and the 
glory of the Son cannot be feparated from 
that of the Father, and the glory of the Holy 
Ghoft cannot be feparated trom either. This 
fellowfhip, then, confifts of both the inherit- 
ance and the family of God; itis compofed 
. of the Giver of the eternal life, of the znhert- 
tance itfelf, and of the znherétors of the eter- 
nal kingdom. : ed 
But, how are men brought into this holy 
and bleffed fellowfhip? Here is the manifold 
wifdom of God! Here are the riches of his 
glory—the exceeding riches of his grace!— 
Lhat which we have feen and heard declare we 
unto you, that ye alfo may have feliow/hip with 
ws; and truly our fellowfhip is with the kather, 
and with his Son Fefus Chri, 1 John i, 3.— 
The fellowfhip of the faints generally is here 
carried up to the higheft fource; for, they 
_have received the word of A/e, which has 
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been delivered unto them by the particular 
difciples of Chrift, who have declared and 
witnefled unto them this truth; and fo, com- 
ing into fellowfhip with them, all believers 
have fellowfhip one with another: And thefé 
difciples, receiving the commandment, which 
is eternal life, as it was manifefted and wit- 
neffed unto them by the Lord himfelf, came 
into the holy fellowfhip with him; and as 
this is “ that eternal! life which was with the 
Father ;” even his kingdom, Ais power, and 
his glory, in which the fellowfhip of the Fa- 
ther and Son confifts; it may be faid, that 
truly owr fellowship ts with the Father, and with 

his Son Fefus Chrift. 
_ This diftinétion among the faints, of par- 
ticular and general, is founded in the cove- 
nant made with Abraham: He was taken 
into this blefled and holy fellowthip, by an 
explicit covenant, wherein God promifed to 
be a God unto him and to his feed; by which 
he became intitled to this eternal inheritance, 
and was made the heir of the world, But, by 
an article inferted in this ancient charter of 
the inheritance of the faints, given to Abra- 
ham and his feed, viz. That in him, &c. 
fhould all the families of the earth be bleffed ; 
the door was opened for the poor Gentiles, 
who were far off, to come in and partake of 
the infinite bleffing: Wherefore, 7m or by 
Jefus Chrift, who was of the feed of Abraham, 
the word of life was fent to the Gentiles: He 
direéted, he commanded, that the Golpel, the 
unfearchable riches of his grace, fhould be 
preached unto us, that we alfo might know 
: | P 
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the Father, and his Son Jefus Chrift, and de 
faved.—But this, agreeably to the ancient 
compaét with Abraham, who, by this cove- 
nant, was made the Father of al/ them that bes 
lieve ;—this, I fay, muit all be done inftru- 
mentally, by Abraham and his feed; there- 
fore, the Apoftles of Jefus Chrift, even the 
Apoftle to the Gentiles, were all of the feed 
of Abraham; hence the Apoftle John, in his — 
epiftle general, makes a diftinétion, and ufes 
the ftyle of us and you; That which we have 
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
alfo may have fellowfhip with us: and.truly 
our felloufhip rs with the Father, and with his 
Son Fefus Chri. Sie 

A diftin@ion, fomewhat of the fame na- 
ture, exifted in the ancient church, between 
the tribe of Levi, who had the charge of the 
Jaw and miniftrations of the altar, and the 
people of Ifrael; and alfo,in the matters of 
the kingdom, between Judah and Ephraim, 
or the body of the nation; and fomething of 
this nature ever exilts between them who mi- 
nilter in holy things, and them who are mi- 
niftered unto, who may ever efteem it both 
their duty and privilege to make fome fuita- 
ble return; as the Apoftle faid in commen- 
dation of the Philippians, chap. iv, verfe 15. 
That tn the beginning of the gofpel, they only 
communicated, or had lellowthip with him, 
as concerning giving and receiving. 

But in what manner fhould we fpeak of 
this difpenfation of the grace of God toward 
us; that the Gentiles fhould be fellow-heirs 
with the holy Apofiles and Prophets, and of the 
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fame body, and partakers of his promife in 
Chrift by the Gofpel._—Wherof Paul was made 
a minifter, according to the gift of the grace of 
God, by the effectual working of his power,— 
to make all men fee what 1s the fellowfhip of 
the myflery, which, from the beginning of the 
world had been hid in God, who created all 
things by Fefus Chrift: To the intent that now 
unto principalities and powers, in heavenly pla- 
ces, might be known by the church the manifold 
wifdom of God, according to the eternal pur- 
pole which he purpofed in Chritt Jefus our 
Lord.—This 1s a fubjeét furnifhed amply to 

“the mind with wonder, and omeke the 
foul exult for ever, and cry with the Apoftle, 
O the depth of the riches, both of the wifdom 
and knowledge of God!—Oh, the unfearcha- 

ble riches of Chrift! : 

But there is another view of this fubjeét 
which muft not be paffed over, viz. The /el- 
lowfhip of the {pomss of Chrift.—This, a- 
gain, will lead to the contemplation of the 
aivitie principle, and afford an illuftration of 
the truth of the holy Trinity, and of the part 
taken by each divine perfon in this glorious 
matter of the purpofe and grace of God.— 
The folemn and aftonifhing {cene is defcrib- 
ed, Zech. xiii. 7. Awake, O fword, againft my 
fhepherd, and againft the man that 1s my fellow, 
faith the Lord of Hofts: fimite the fhepherd, 
and the fheep fhall be feattered: and I will iurn 
mine hand upon the Little ones.—Here we con- 
template the three perfons in the Godhead, in 
their diftin@ relations:—Firft, The Lord, as 
fullating an authority and the rights of gov- 
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ernment: Secondly, His Shepherd, who is his 
Fellow; and, Thirdly, Zhe Sword, which is 
addreffed as a perfon, and which atts the part 
of an executor in the divine will. = 
In confidering the nature of a covenant: 
tran{faétion, it has been noticed, that a third 
party is requifite in order to witnefs and en- 
force the obligations:—Thus, The e/ders of 
Gilead faid unto Fephthah, The Lord be wit- 
nefs, or hearer, between us, if we donot fo ac- 
cording to thy words, Judges xi. 10.—And 
- our Lord proved, againft the Scribes and 
Pharifees, the binding nature of an oath, ta- 
ken even by the altar, by the temple, or by 
heaven; becaule, Whofo fhall fwear by the al- 
tar, fweareth by ut, and by all things thereon : 
and whofo fhall fwear by the temple, fweareth 
by it, and by him that dwelleth therein: and 
he that fhall fwear by heaven, fweareth by the 
throne of God, and by him that fitteth thereon: 
All which fhews the neceflity of a third par. 
ty being engaged in fuch folemn tranfa€tions, 
who is able to. enforce the fulfilment of the 
ftipulations, or, ina way of public juftice, to 
avenge the wrong. oe | 
It has alfo been noticed that, in the eter- 
nal covenant, the Lord Chrifl ftood engaged 
as a furety or truftee for his people; all of 
whom, like loft {heep, had gone aftray ; and, 
therefore, he became liable to that dreadful 
curfe by which the covenant was folemniz- 
ed, and, under the infinite weight of which, 
he {ttood bound. And this covenant relati- 
on of Chrift to his people, is expreffed in 
this paflage by his name, the Shepherd; which © 
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name is ufed and repeated in a manner that 
feems intended to import the ground of his 
being {mitten, 2. ¢. becaufe he is the Shep- 
herd, and is at the head of the flock, and is 
their furety or fponfor. He is alfo called by 
the Lord fzs Fellow, by which name he is" 
pointed out as ftanding fingly and alone as 
furety in the covenant, and as being wholly 
refponfible as the contraCtor with him ;— 
and it evidently imports that there was an 
immediate fellowfhip between them in the 
high concern, And as in this moft folemn 
matter, the holy {pirit was the power engag- 
ed to perform the part of the witnefs between 
the parties, according to the tenor of the 
oath, he is here called upon to awake, which 
is the word commonly ufed in the {criptures 
when the magiftrate, even God himlelf, is 
addrefled, in moving for judgment; and he 
is called upon by the name ol Sword, as fig- 
nifying the nature of the work, which, on his. 
part was engaged, and he was now moved to 
perform. 

Here, then, we have a view of the part of 
the Father, in the fellowship of the fufferings 
of Chrifty in his offering up, in relaton to us, 
his only begotten and dearly beloved Son; 
together, with the part of the Son himfelf, in 
being by his free confent, the offering, or the 
Lamb of facrifice: and alfo, of the part of 
the Holy Ghoft, in being the Sword to per- 
form this moft holy fervice of the altar, and 
fo, to execute adeed in which every idea of 
love and truth were united, and every cir- 
cumftance of tendernefs and faithiulne!s were 


mingled, 
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And, faith the Lord of Hofts, J wel/ turn 
mine hand upon the little ones. Does not this 
found harfh, and favour of hardnefs? J-wrll 
fmite the Shepherd, and the fheep of the flock 

JSnall be feattered abroad ; and Iwill turn mine 
hand upon the little ones. Does not this feem 
forbidding? No, not to them who are fanc- 
tified by God the Father, and by the {prink- 
ling of the blood of Jefus Chrift! for they 
have been taught effectually, that the crofs 
and the crown; the cup of wormwood and 
gall, and the wine of the kingdom; the 
wounded broken fpirit, and the oil ef confo- 
lation; the baptifm of Chrifl’s dural, and 
the baptilm of his fpirit poured from on high; 
the fellowfhip of his fufferings, and the fel- 
lowfhip of his glory; are things infeparable 
in the divine will, and indifpenfably necedary 
in forming and making perfet the fons of ~ 
the living God, + 

Wherefore, the apoftle took pleafure in 
imfirmitees, and glorved in tribulations ; yea 
doubtle[s, {aid he, I count all things but lofs, 
jor the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift 
jefus my Lord; for whom I have fuffered the 
lofs of all things, and do count them but dung 
that I may win Chrii—t hat I may know him, 
avd the power of his refurrecivon and the fel- 
rwhp of his fuffertngs, beng made conform- 
alie unto his death ; if by any means I might 
atiatn unio the refurreélion of the dead. 

5. The aét of inauguration, or of fetting . 
up one at the head of the people, as it was 
anciently performed among the tribes of Is- 
rad] by the fgn of ancznting, or pouring up- 


— 
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on him oil; from which is taken the name 
of Chri; as it fo fully accords with the na- 
ture of this eternal fact, may be expeted to 
afford one of the higheft illuftrations of the 
divine principle. And here, again, a Trini- 
ty isneceffarily contemplated. Firft, the inau- 
§urator, or one who anoints or pours the oil 
Secondly, the enaugurated, or one who is 
anointed or receives the oil—And, thirdly, 
the o2/ which the anointer pours and the a- 
nointed receives. | 

That the holy anointing oil, which was 
ufed among the people of Ifrael in the inau- 
guration of both their high prieft and king, 
was an emblem to fignify the Holy Ghoft, is fo 

lain from the {criptures, that it needs no il- 
LWisation-__koth thefe offices were united in 
the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and, by his anointing, 
he was fet up as a Prieft upon his Throne. 

In this view of the great tranfaGion, it is 
obferved that Chrift, the anointed one, re- 
ceives the oil as the head, and in behalf of 
the people. This is the fame thing which 
has already been illuftrated, as in the view 
of a covenant, he receives the intereft as our 
furety ; or in that of the beftowment of eter- 
nal life, he receives the gift as our truftee, 
&c, Thus the precious ointment upon the 
head, ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s 
beard, and went down to the feirts of his gar- 
gents; upon which holy garments were writ- 
ten the names of the tribes, and which were 
wonderfully emblematical of the body of the 
people, for whom he was fet up, and to 
whom he miniftered: And, fays John, Ye 
have an unclion from the Holy Qne. 
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Ghoft, that omtment moft precious, imme- 
- diately. from the Father; and from him it 1s 
{hed forth upon his people. O how deep, 
how divine is this counfel! that thevichesand 
bleffedne/s of the church, fhould be conftitut- 
ed, by this one add, together with the name 
and the everlafting glory of Chrift, 
The appointment and the anointing of 
David to be king over Ifrael, is often alluded 
to in the fcriptures, to illuftrate this great 
truth of the inauguration of Chrilt, particu- 
larly in the lxxxix Pfalm, ver. 20, I have 
found David my fervant; with my holy oid have 
IT anointed him, It has been fhewn that, in 
the divine principle, Chrift was conftituted 
a fervant and a.Son by one fingle act. 
‘The fame aé&t which fent him into the world, 
and laid him fo low, fet the crown upon his 
head, and exalted him upon the throne of 
glory ; but as thele diftinct parts of the di- 
vine will unfold feparately, in the humiliati- 
on and exaltation of Chrilt, the confecrating 
act 1s {poken.of as being connected, fome- 
times, with the one and fometimes with the 
other. ‘Thus, in John x. 96. this holy con- 
fecrating att is conneéted, particularly, with 
his humiliation. Say ye of him, whom the 
Father hath fanéhified, and fert into the world, 
thou bla/phemeft; becaufe ffard, [am the Son 
of Cod? And in Heb. 1.9, it is connected, 
efpecially, with his glory. Thou haft loved 
righteoufne/s, and hated iniquity; therefore 
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the orf of gladnefs above thy fellows. 
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world, whereby, in his obedience as a fer- 
vant, he magnified the /aw and made it ho- 
norable; and he was then anointed, and 
divinely rewarded, with the oil of joy and 
&ladne/s: fo allo, David was firft proved as 
a fervant, and being found faithful, he was 
eftablifhed in the throne of the kingdom :— 
Lhave found David my fervant ; with my holy 
oil have I anointed him. And all this took 
place with David, according to the nature of 
the divine principle, in a covenant-way, as 
may be obferved in the third verfe of this 
Pfalm.—J have made a covenant with my cho- 
 fen—T have {worn unto David my fervant :— 
—Alfo verfe 28. My mercy will I keep for him 
Sor evermore, and my covenant fhall fiand faft 
with him :—And again, verfe 34. My cove- 
nant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips. But fo long and 
fo deep were his trials and humiliations, that 
in his agontes he exclaimed, Thou haft made 
void the covenant of thy fervant ; thou haft 
profaned his crown by cafling 2t to the ground: 
My God, ny God, why haft thou forfaken me. 
As therefore, the divine will in Chrift un- 
folds in feparate parts, according to the great 
diftinétion of a requirement and a reward, 
or of the law and the promife; of a fervant 
in receiving the commandment, and a fon 
in receiving the inheritance ;—the reafon is 
apparent, why the holy anointing is conneét- 
ed with his humiliation and exaltation di- 
ftinétly ; and, in the exhibition, is repeated : 
Thus in Pfalm xcii, The Holy One faith, My 
O 


» 
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horn fhait thou exalt like the horn of an ani= 
corn; Ifhall be anointed with frefh ol. He 
was once anointed in relation to the great 
work of redemption; in which, under every 
circumftance of trial and temptation, he was 
fent forth to labour as a fervant; and having 
fhewn the moft perfe& fidelity to the caufe 
of truth; having proved that he /oved righic+ 
oufne/s, and hated iniquity, he is anointed a- 
frofh with the oil of joy and gladnefs. — 

In like manner, David was anointed twice; 
firft by Samuel, which was followed with a 
fcene of warfare and fufferings; but, acting 
as a fervant, he was found faithful—threugh 
al] the long and complicated f{cene, he was. 
proved worthy of the king¢dom—witnefs the 
confeflion of the men of Iifrael, 2 Sam. v. 2 
Alfo in time paft, when Saul was king over us, 
thou waft he that leddeft out and breughteft in 
Tfrael. Wherefore, he was again anointed 
king in Hebron, which was followed gene+ 
rally with a fcene of royal grandeur and 
felicity. 

Agreeably to this diftin@tion, which arifes 
from the nature of the divine will, it may be 
obferved, that the people of Chrift receive 
from him a twofold application of the f{pirit; 
firft, in regeneration, or in being fubjeéted to 
the law of God; fecondly, in being fealed 
and confirmed by the Holy Comforter; for 
unlefs we have the fpirit of Chrift, we are 
none of his, we cannot be the fons of God ; 
but, fays the apollle, becaufe ye are fons, God 
hath fent forth the fpirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba Father :—And again, 


we. * 


* 
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After that ye believed, ye were fealed with that 
holy [pirit of promife. And the fame is {pok- 
en of by Ifaiah Ixi. 3. To appount unto them 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for afhes, the orl of joy jor mourning, the gar- 
anent of pratfe for the [pirit of heavine/s, that 
they might be called trees of righteou/ne/s, the 
planting of the Lord, that he might be glorifi- 
‘cd. ‘They who arein-afhes in Zion, are the 
fubjeéts of grace; the /prrit-of beavine/s there, 
is a fanétifying {pirit; and the promifes are 
wade to 4er mourners :—Bleffed are they that 
mourn, for rhey fhall be comforted ; they fhall 
have beauty for athes, the o2/ of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praife for the {pirit of 
‘theavinefs. This agrees with the beautiful 
defcription of the rifing of the church from 
her low and deeply humbled ftate—Pfalm 
Ixvili. 19. Though ye have lien among the 
pots, yet fhall ye be as the wings of a dove cover- 
ed with filver, and her feathers with yellow 
gtd: : 
As the diftin@ion of the law and the pro- 
mife, forms two of the three great dinaioas 
of the word of God, which two refpect the 
work of redemption, every thing in the work 
of grace, will be found to conform to fucha 
view of the divine principle ; hence, in the 
operations of the fpirit, there exifts the work 
of the law, and the comforting work ;—the 
work of killing by the commandment, and 
of making alive by the crab ea hence, 
fefus Chrilt employed in the work of the 
miniftry, Boanerges, favs of thunder ; and 
- Bamabas, 142 fon of confolation; yea, Chriit 
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Jefus the Lord, who through the Eternal Spi- 
rit offered up bimfelf, was quickened by the 
fame, and “iveth by the power of God. 
This will lead‘to an explanation of the 
remark of Chrift upon the good work of the 
bleffed Mary: She is come, {aid he, aforeband 
to anoint my body to the burying: and alfo, it 
will explain the diftin€tion which appears in 
the {criptures relative to baptifm; which 1s 
an emblem to fignify the operations of the 
Spirit, viz. the baptifm of @ dburzal, which 
imports the fervice work of Chrift, according 
to the law; and the baptifm dy effufion, which 
imports the miniftration of the Spirit by 
Chrift, according to the promife. Were the 
nature, the connection, and agreement of 
thefe things underftood, there would not ex- 
ift that ailotivhig and {chifm among the peo- 
ple which, in this day of fcattering and dif- 
perfion, is every where witnefled; and that 
painful, finful and deftru€tive {cene of exhi- 
biting one part of the work of grace in op 
pofition to the other, Nathan he 
The great end of the law-work, which is 
to bring to fubmiffion and under fubjettion 
to the law of God, is ordinarily accomplifhed 
by the means of parental government; and 
it has frequently been obferved, that when 
the gracious work takes place in this way, it 
is, in moft inftances, effeGted more infenfi- 
bly; and the fword: of the {pirit performs 
the deep operation, with a much lefs. tre- 
mendous fhock, than when it is done by fome 
other more extraordinary means. It is 
a merciful providence towards people, to - 
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be brought up from their childhood in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord; for 
though fuch fubjeéts of the work of grace, 
be not ordinarily, rent and torn by the earth- 
quake, the tempett, the lightning and thund- 
er of the law, as many others are} yet it is 
found, that the operations of the command- 
ment and promife upon their minds and 
hearts, are as clearly diftinguifhed by the ef- 
feéts and fruits produced in them ; and they. 
have ufually as firmly adhered to the caufe 
and intereft of truth, as have thafe who have 
been brought in by the moft {udden and fur- 
prizing difplays of divine power. 
~ The divine unétion is a deacheng, it is truth, 
John ii. 27. It confifts fimply in the dodirine 
of Chrift, and in a teaching to abide in ham: 
but though it be fo plain a matter as is the 
do@trine of Father and Son, the parental com- 
mandment, and the filial duty; yet this di- 
vinely taught truth is as hard, and, in fome 
fenfe, infinitely harder to be underftood by 
unhumbled, unfanétified fouls, than it was for 
the Philiftines to find out where lay Samp- 
fon’s great flrength. “— , 
Practical remarks are not digreflions in an 
iIluftration of the divine theory ; it is all cal- 
culated for praétice. Mary’s being employed 
in anointing Chrilt for his burial, accords 
with many inflances given in the {criptures, 
of the agency of women in what relates to the 
precept of the divine will, and which may fre- 
quently be noticed in the Lord’s houle. The 
initiating of the Sons of Zion ino the fecret 
of their Nazaritefhip, has ufual'y been the 
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good work of the Lord’s hand-maids. Many 
a Mary has been fuccefsfully employed in 
the honorable and bleffed work of training 
them to duty; of teaching them the holy:art 
of fervice and fuffering, of faith and patience; 
an oe giving them, as it were, their firft a- 
nointing with the oil of the fanctuary. | 

Thus David, in relation to this part of the 
divine will, confidered himfelf the woman’s 
fon, Pfalm Ixxxvi. 16. Give thy firength un- 
to thy fervant, and fave the fon of thine hand- 
maid. Again, Plalm cxvi. Oh, Lord, truly I 
am thy fervant, J am thy fervant, and the fon 
of thy hand-maid: And fo, king Lemuel ac- 
knowledged, that he was trained to the fear 
of God, and taught to know his vows by his 
mother. The words of ding Lemuel, the pro- 
phecy that his mother taught him: What, my 
fon? and what, the fon of my womb? and 
what, the fon of my vows? But when Mary 
had come to the fepulchre, prepared to anoint 
the dear body of her Lord there, and met with 
him rifen, and was about to embrace him, as 
often before fhe had held his bleffed feet, it 
was refufed, as it was not meet fhe fhould de 
this, whilft he had not afcended to his Fa- 
ther: for his fecond anointing, as it related 
to his glory, mutt be given in the eternal em- 
brace of his kather. 

By this anointing, in the firft inflance, the 
power of God 1s laid upon his eleét people, 
10 fubjeét them to his law: to give them re- 
pentance, anc to work faith in them; and in 
the fecond, they are invefted with the pre- 
rogatives, empowered with the gifts, and 
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tnade partakers of the inheritance of the kin g~ 
dom of God, as faith the Evangelift, But 
as many as received hum, to them gave he pow- 
er to become the Sons of God, even to them 
that believed on his name, John i. 12.—And 
again, But this /pake he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on ham fhould receive: for the 
Holy Ghoft was not yet given, becaufe that Fe- 
fus was not yet glorified. John vii. 399.— For 
the law was given by Moles, but grace and 
truth came by Jefus Chrilt: And the church, 
to which Mofes miniftered, is therefore cha- 
yacterized as a woman:—And fhe being with 
child, cried, travelling in birth, and pained to 
be delivered—and fhe brought forth a man- 
child; and the remnant of her feed are alfo 
charaéterized as being men. Rev. xii. 

Fagéts may be fo great as to overfill and 
fwallow up the created mind; yet they may 
beinveltigated, they can be known; and thus, 
fays the apoltle, That ye besng rooted and 
grounded in love; maybe able to comprehend 
with all faints, whats the breadth,.and length, 
and depth, and height; and to know the love of 
Chrift, which paffeth knowledge, Eph... And ° 
when we trace up: this grace to its eternal 
fource, it is found to: exift in a matter of fact; 
in the view of which, with wonder and ador- 
ation, all faints may contemplate, may I be al- 
lowed to» fay, comprehend, the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height of the love of 
God; and, by which, they may meafure the 
breadth and length of eternity ; take the foun- 
dings of the greateft deep, and the highelt 
altitudes of heayen. 
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_ God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghott, is thus glorified by one att; which 1s 
the fame that glorifies his people.—In this 
anointing, the inaugurator 1s made Father, 
and is glorified by the riches of his gift; the 
inaugurated is made Lord and Chrif, and is 
glorified by being fet upon the holy hill of 
Zion; and the oil, the confecrating agent, re- 
ceives the facred name of Holy Ghoft, and. is 
alfo glorified by being poured: fo abundantly 
upon the Holy One, and by his power in the 
difpenfation of Chrift. And by the fame.a- 
neinting of the glorious Head, his church:is 
created, his body is formed; receives its 
name of the church, his body, &c. and 1s alfo 
glorified by being perfected therewith: in the 
knowledge of Chraft, and filled with all the full- 
nefs of God.—This, all this, we may under-_ 
ftand and enjoy, whillt unceafingly we,are 
conitrained to cry, O the depth! O the un- 

fearchable riches! pie | 

_ 6. There are three that bear record in-hea~ 
ven, the Hather, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, 
and thefe three are one, 1 John v. 7.—This 
record undoubtedly relates to the divine prin- 

ciple: and it being confidered in this view, 
affords not merely a proof ofthe exiftenceofa 
matter of record, in which three perfons are 
acting together, and are one; but alfo, it af- 
fords an illuftration of the diftin& parts of 
the divine will, and of the particular part 
which each perfon of the Trinity bearsiin 
the great and folemn tranfaétion, 

_ The record is borne in heaven by the Fa- 


ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft.-The 


~~ 


“he 
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Chrift, in that covenant of his, which, in ef- 
feét, exhibits him as the foundation and head 
of all worlds: This is done by his bringing 
him into the world, and faying, Let all the 
ange's, or fervants of God worfhip him; par- 
ticularly, this is done in the world of nature 
by declaring him to be the Begrmning—in the 
world of grace, declaring him to be the az- 
gel, or fervant whim he will uphold, becaufe 
his zame zs in him—and in the world of glory, 
faying, This 7s my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleafed, hear ye him :—The Word bear- 
eth it in that free confent of Chrift to the di- » 
vine covenant or will, which, in effe&t, mant- 
fefteth the commandment, eternal life or glo- 
ry of the Father—This is done by his per- 
forming the covenant work, and receiving 
the promifed reward ;:—And the Holy Ghott 
beareth it by being the agent in confecrating 
Chrift to the divine altar, and in being given 
unto him as the Holy Spirit of promife, 
which, in effet, bare him through his moft 
arduous work as a fervant, and rewardeth 
and glorifieth him as the Son of od—This 
is done by his de/cending and remaiing upon 
him, and operating under him. 3 
Some have objeéted againtt the authority 
of this text, and would confider it as an in- 
terpolation in the {criptures, as it is not found 
in fome copies of the New Teftament; but 
it is ufelefs to make this obje€tion, whilft the 
declaration is found to be in fuch perfect a- 
reement with the whole body of the word 
ef God, and the faéts fet forth are feen to be 
R 
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true.—A matter of record is plainly one of 
thofe tranfa@tions between parties, the nature 
of which, as we’ have fully iluftrated, necef- . 
farily fuppofes a Trinity: and certainly the 
parties concerned in fuch a matter, may be 
one in will.—It is faid of a man and his wife, 
that for the caufe of marriage, they-twain hall 
be one fle/k; this, doubtlefs, may be under- 
ftood: Again, it is faid, that hethat is joined 
unto the Lord is one Spirit, i.e. he is one 
with the Lord; the meaning of this‘is plain: 
And here, it is faid, that thefe three are one; 
the fenfe of which is equally obvious. It is a 
known fact, that the Father, the Word, and: 
the Holy Gholt, do dear record to the truth 
of Chrifi; itis known, alfo, that this is the 
matter of the divine will, and that the/e three 
are one in this gyeat concern. Therefore, 
whether the text be an interpolation or not, 
we know 1 is the truth. ad eget ee 
» And there are three that bear wetnefs ut 
earth, the Shortt, the Water, and the Blood: 
and thefe three agree in one, 1 John v, 8. It 
will be obferved, that this witnefling in earth: 
is merely the effeét, or unfolding of the di- 
vine principle, or record in: heaven; andis: 
the theory we have already contemplated. — 
Different views are offered of the fame fub- 
jeét, in order to render it more familiar, 
This witnefling m earth, which compre- 
hends the whole divine exhibition, agrees in: 
one, 1. e. the Spirit, the Water, and’ the 
Blood, which are the expreffions of the di- 
vine will, in the three ftates of the creation; 
agree in witnelling, or proviNg, that the re- 


cord of God is true.—Thofe divine names, 
which, as recording the truth ef Chrift in 
heaven, or thefe as witnefling it in earth, are 
fet up in the {criptures, for our way-marks 
in exploring the heights and depths of the 
wifdom and knowledge of God. 
_ And, whatever view we take of the fubje€t, 
at will appear, that the difcovery of the Trini- 
ty isas neceflarily included im the difcovery of 
the Divine Being, as the knowledge of light 
and heat is includedin feeing and feeling the 
fan. Thisisthe principle of divineknowledge; 
from this fource is all we know; and all that 
can be known; and, doubtlefs, ali that does 
exit of divine truth_—But the fource is am- 
ple, for the record is full; there are three 
that bear itin heaven, and three that witnefs 
gt inearth. Fromthe beginning it was in{crib- 
ed inthe natural world throughout,—Long 
fince it was fully witneffed in the world of 
grace; and now, at length, it 1s borne up on 
the ground and pillar of the world of glory. 
The true doétrine of the Trinity 1s eftablifh- 
ed by'the teftimony of every revelation from 
heaven, and of every work of creation and 
providence difcoverable-on earth. _ Mi 
-. The opinion which, with fo much affur 
ance, has-been-every where propagated, that 
the Trinity in the Godhead, and mode of di- 
wine exiltence, 1s a mylery, or inexplicable 
invifiility of Ged, which is not capable of 
being defcribed, explained, and illuftrated, 
as are other divine fubjeéts, is taking away 
from men the key of knowledge, and leaving 
their minds locked up in darknels, ignorance, 


, 
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and delufion.—This divine doétrine is ae 
and wonderful, as every thing elfe refpecting: 
God; and, being the principle of all divine 
things, it is mo/t great and wonderful, In this 
fenfe the Trinity, or the relation of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, is zudeed a myftery ; 
but in no other fenfe. | ee 
The divine principle, or this matter of re- 
cord in heaven, is the high fource of divimt- 
ty; and the Father bearing it, (by bearing it; 
Y mean aéting in it,) is the divinity ot the 
Father; the Word, or covenant-fubjeét, bear- 
ing it, is the divinity of the Word; and the 
Holy Spirit of Promife bearing it, is the di- 
vinity of the Holy Ghoft. = 
Refpecting the divinity of Chrift particu- 
larly, it will be obferved, that this, with the 
doétrine of the Trinity, is of courfe demon- 
{trated in the Divine Theory; it 1s as necelf- 
farily and apparently included in its princi- 
ple, and evidenced in every unfolding opera- 
tion, as light and heat are included in the 
fun, and conveyed in his beams. © 
Our Lord faid, 7 and my Father are one. 
John x. 30. this he explained by faying,— 
dhe Father 1s 1m me, and [in hum, verle 38. 
the meaning of which he clearly explained to 
be this, That the Father was im him by his 
commandment and ble/ing; and that he was 
in the Father by odedzence to his will and pow- 
er, as his belaved Son: this will appear-plain 
by examining the whole paflage—/f J do not 
the works of my Father, believe me not, ver, 37. 
i.e. believe not that J and my Father are 
ene; which had jul before bten aflerted.—- 
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But if I do, though ye belreve not me, believe 
the works: that ye. may know and believe that 
the Father ts in me, and I in him.—Here our 
Lord cited the fadis of his obedzence and pow- 
er, to prove that he and his Father were one; 
or, that the Father was in him, and he in the 
Father. But if this union, as fome have fup- 
poled, be fome myflerious thing, peculiar to 
the Divine Being, how is it known to exilt 
by Chrift’s doing the works of his Father? 
It is often afferted, in the face of the text, that 
the truth of the divine perfonal union can 
only be known to_us by the declarations of 
it which are made in the {eriptures. But our 
Lord faid, that it might be known alfo by the 
works which he did. Here is a plain contra- 
diétion between Jefus Chrift and not a few 
modern teachers.—In the other paflage, Jolm 
xiv. where our Lord, in his reply to Philip, 
ufed. the fame manner of expreflion; the ar- 
gument is the fame as here in his reply tothe 
Jews; Beheveft thou nol, that Lam in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in me? the words that I 
Speak unto you, I [peak not of miyfelf; but the 
father, that dwelleth on me, he doth the works. 
Believe-me that Lam in the Father, and the 
Father in me? or elfe believe me for the very 
work's fake.—It appears, therefore, that there 
isno myflery in the Father's being in the Son, 
and the Son in the Father; it 1s a plain mat- 
ter, otherwife than as the glorious truth is ob- 
{cured by falfe doétrine. 

According to this ‘Theory, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Gholt, are infeparably 
one; for neither of them caa ve conceived 
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#o exift out of that tranfa&tion which, in the 
fenfe in view, conititutes them one. In each 
of the illuftrations given, if the tranfaction 
itfelf is fuppofed not to be, nothing of this 
nature can remain in peschgtiown or, if ei- 
ther party is fuppofed to be wanting,’ the 
whole view fubfides in the mind. For in- 
fiance, in the view of a covenant, let the fatt 
be objected, and the whole matter is fet 
afide; or fuppofe either the covenant-mak- 
er, the fubject, or the intereft not to be, and 
the whole in the fame manner is affeéted,— 
So-it appears demonftrably, that the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Gholt, are one in 
nature, and infeparable in exiftence and 
being. 4 pip 6 beiten 
Whoever truly contemplates this fubje&, 
will perceive that the characters of the Fa- 
ther and the Son neceflarily involve each 
other, and coexilt—that the Father is necef- 
farily in the Son and the Son in the Father. 
In the nature of things, without a child there 
is no parent—the Sonas neceflarily gives the 
character and name of the Father, as the Fa- 
ther makes or conftitutes the Son; and we 
can know the Father only by knowing the 
Son; and knowing the Son, we muft know 
the Father. They are charaGers neither of 
which can pre exifl; but which neceflarily 
exilt together, and conftitute each ether, as 
do the charaéters of hufband and wife. 
This obfervation, made in contemplating 
the nature of the divine principle, is fully 
confirmed by the feriptures of truth. No 
man knowl the Son but thd Father, neither 
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knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, 
and he to whomfoever the Son will reveal him. 
Matt. x1. 27, “He that hath feen me hath feen 
the Father. Beheve me that Iam in the Fa- 
_ ther, and the Father in me? or elfe beheve me 
for the very work's fake. John xiv. g—11. By 
which, doubtlefs, fhould be underftood, not 
merely his miracles, but the whole work in 
which he declared the Father, For the truth 
that the Son is in the Father, and the Father 
im the Son, we have the teftimony of both 
the Word and the a€tual exhibition—we may 
believe this doétrine on the credit of the 
fcriptures reporting the faét; and we may 
believe it upon the evidence of the very fact 
éxhibited to our eyes. 3 
~The Father, is Chrift’s word or expreflion 
the name is given by him—He fhal/ cry 
anto me, thou art my Father. Pfal. }xxxix- 
26.—And the word Son, is the expreflion of 
the Father—he gives his name—Ais name 
frall be fonned, or called Son. Pfal, Ixxn. 
#7. Or, as we have the defires and expres- 
fions of each one in conneétion. Pfal. Ixxxix. 
96, 27. He fhall cry unto me, thou art my Fa- 
ther ; alfo [unill make him my firft-born. The 
eharaéter and work of Chrift 1s fully expres- 
fed’ in his crying Abba, Father ;—and the 
character and work of the Father is wholly | 
compriftd in his fonning, or making Chrilt 
his firft-born ;—and the charafter and work 
of the Holy Ghoft is alfo comprifed in the 
fame ideas The eulogizing * of the So 


* "Hunoynuwer. Pialm Ixxi,17. Septuagint, 
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is the fpirit of the Father; and crying Abé 
ba Father, is the fpirit of the Son ;—the Ho- 
ly Gholt 1s therefore the fpirit of the F ather 
and of the Son. The Trinity and Unity of 
the Godhead is moft clearly demonftrable. 
It appears by the matter of faét offered in 
the divine will, that the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoit, are infeparable in exiftence ; 
one God, the fame in fubftance; for that 
will, commandment and blefing,in which they 
are one, is the divine fubitance; and, there- 
fore, as aCting together, primarily and effen- 
tially, in that will, they are equal in power 
and in glory. i payed laa | 

And as the divine principle, will, or re- 
cord is eternal, each perfon ating in it, or 
bearing it, is neceflarily eternal. In the dis- 
play of the divine principle, however, the 
charaéters of the Father, the Son, and:the 
Holy Ghoft, do neceflarily bear the date of 
time, and appear in an order :—Here there 
is a day of the exhibition of the Son, and 
therefore a day of the manifeftation of the 
Father ; and alfo, there is here a day of the 
{fhedding forth of the Hely Ghoff, which is the 
day of God’s power. 

The idea entertained by fome, of the ex- 
iftence of a Father before the Son, is evident- 
ly the imagination of the exiftence ef fome 
being before the Godhead, or the Alpha, the 
‘Firft and Beginning ; or before that difco- 
verable Divine Being, whole exiftence can 
be conceived of only as a ‘Trinity. , 

Itis eflentially requifite to the nature and 
exiltence of a firft principle) that it be felf- 
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dependent: and whatever is felf-dependent 
mult be a firlt principle; but the divine will 
1s. acknowledged to be fuch. How grolsly ab- 
Jurd is it, therefore, to conceive and talk of 
fomething’s exifting, upon which this ac- 
knowledged felf-dependent principle is fup- 
pofed to depend, befides itfelf? ‘ 
. But as we know that this principle, the di- 
vine parpofe or will, is itfelfeternal, and bears 
all the divine characters; we fhall. leave the 
fuppofition of any pre-exilling being or thing 
to the fancy of dreamers.—The eternity of 
God’s purpole is unfolded in the Divine 
Theory; and the fubjett of this eternity will 
fully fatisfy the children of wifdom; but the 
gazing empty eyes of the fool will not be fa- 
tisfied with reving to the utmoft limits of the 
SMD UO DA Caiheelie< caiky wat Veep ee uc RRA 
_ An objection may arife to our confidering 
a principle, of the voluntary nature, as the 
Divine Being.—But God 1s a Spirit; and 
what. other idea may be formed of a {pirit, 
than that. of a voluntary principle? A good 
{pirit is. a good punsiale and an evil {pirit 
an evil principle—And, why fhould it be 
thought objeCtionable that mere principle, of 
a voluntary nature, fhould be defined as an 
a€tive rational being—-May we entertain any 
other idea of a,good fpirit than that of a vo- 
Juntary harmonious principle, and of an evil 
{pirit but the contrary? Lhe {criptures teach 
that God is light, truth, love, &c. which is 
merely the idea of good principle; and that 
the Devil is the oppofite; falfe principle, 
darknels, error, ey &c.—The apoltle - 
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John faith, Believe not every Spirit, but try’ 
the Spirits, whether they are of God. Hereby’ 
know ye the Spirit of God. Every Spirit that 
confeffeth Jefus Chrift tn the flefh 1s come, ts” 
of God. And every Spirit’ that confeffeth not 
Fefus Chri in the flefh is come, 1s not of God; 
and this is that of Antichrift.—Here, by fpirit, 
is certainly meant principle:—And of the 
Word of Life, which we have heard, which we’ 
have feen with our eyes, which we have looked: 
spon, and our hands have handled; which is 
fo evidently the principle we have illuftrated: 
as a covenant, a record, &c. he faith, This 7s 
the true God, and eternal life’ 
But there is another view of the divine’ 
fubje&, which it may be neceflary farther to’ 
illuftrate,in order to~fhew the argument of 
the Theory; which is, that the truth of Chrift 
is all and in all; all effentially and all decla-’ 
ratively. The divine principle has been ftat- 
ed and illuftrated as being of the’nature of a 
covenant tranfa€lion; or a° matter of record’ 
between parties; and it has beendhewn, that 
the idea of the divinity of the Father, of the 
Word, and‘of the Holy Ghoft confifts in their 
being immediately concerned, and their ac- 
ting together in this eternal compaét. It has: 
been {hewn, moreover, that the matter tran 
afted, or what was fo:done, was the inftitu- 
tion of a Chrift, or the fetting-up of one as* 
the foundation and head of the world; fo;: 
that in the truth imported by this name, 
Chnift Jefus the Lord, is comprifed the whole 
Be of divinity, and in him: all fullnefs 
lls. | 
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‘Here, in the parts effentially ated in the 
compact concerning this inflitution of the 
Lord Chrift, we view the divinity:of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Word, and of the Holy 
Ghoft: Here we are direéted, as to the eter 
mal fource of all, by the declarative divintly 
of the heaven and the earth, the {criptures, 
ordinances, angels and faints; all which con- 
fifts in their witnefling this truth,—Here we 
contemplate that all efficient action and fatt, 
which in effect framed the worlds: And here 
we behold not enly the mere efficient caufe, 
but alfo the virtual foundation and head, the 
dife and the deght of the world. ie 

~ The divine record sélates wholly to the 
aruth which isin Chrift Jefus: TAzs 2s the re- 
cord, that God hath given to us eternal dife: 
and this life is in. hisSon,—The Father and 
the Holy Ghoft bear record to Chrifi; but 
the Werd:beareth record of himfelf, J an 
the way, and the truth, and the life. John xiv, 
‘6.—Here then we muft look alone for effen- 
tiab divinity; Heres the difcoverable Divine 
Being; the Source of light and life, and of 
every divine manifeftation: Here we.are di- 
sefted to difcever that fact, the report of 
which carries in it every manifeftation, or 
xevelation ef Ged. And what do we difco- 
wer here? The Foundation and Head of all 
worlds, viz. a Chri?:—Chult the Beginning 
of the creation, the Angel-Chrift, and Chritt 
Jefus.—Verily, and indeed, a foundation and 
hhead; a Chrift in virtue and ftrength, in life 
and glory; Which in his temes he frall few, 
who ts the blefed and only Potentate ; the King 
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glorious truth was the good confeflion he 
witnefled before Pontius Pilate. 

The word, or will of God in the degenning 
was the divinity exhibited in the creation: 
the name or will of God inthe angel was the 
divinity unfolded in all the exhibition in that 
charaéter; and the Word being made flefh, 
and dwelling among us, as Chrift the Son, 
fully difplayed the divine will, and 4s the di- 
vinity of the gofpel.—As, therefore, Chrift 
brought into the world, 1s the Divine Being 
all exprefled—God manifeft » it follows, that 
all divinity is in him eflentially :-—al/ the full 
nefs of the Godhead bodily. It appears, there- 


fore, that the do€trine of Chrift is our pring | 


ciple, and our argument; our alpha and our: 
omega, our firft and our laft, our beginning. 
and our conclufion. : 

The diftin€tion noticed, between the evi- 
dence of the teftimony of divine truth, and 
of the actual exhibition, is of the fame nature 
as the diflinétion between the light of the 


{criptures, and of reafon.—When we fpeak - 


of the light of nature, or of reafon, it fhould 
be diflinguifhed from mereintellect, and al- 
fo from opinion. I have obferved that people 
often mean by reafon their belief or opinion, 
and when they fay, that certain things do or 
do not comport with their reafon, no more 
is meant, than the agreement or difagreement 
of thofe things with their adopted belief or 
opinion. But, though the opinions of men 
may be very different, and very abfurd, rea- 
fon muft be every where one and the fame 
F 
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eonfiftent thing, viz. the reafon of ibings: 
which being difcovered by the intelle€, forms 
the truth and rationality of the mind. 
The true idea of reafon is far from bein 

fomething which neceflarily fubfifts in the 
human mind; I mean ina fallen fate; for 
without the knowledge of Chrift, whois wif- 
dom and knowledge, man is the moft irra- 
tional being: it 18 the rationality of all God’s 
works, which undoubtedly has its origin in 
the divine principle, ha ea BAe one 

We know that all reafoning, or logic, isa 
triple ratio, and may be fimply comprifed in 
a propofiiion, a fubjyeét or mediate, and a re- 
fult ov conclufon:—This, certainly, bears a 
ftriking analogy to the difliné&t parts of the 
divine will, as illuftrated in the Theory.— 
dhe fame thing 1s obferved of mathematical 
demonftrations, of the harmony of founds,* 


} 


* © So refined and myfterious is the effet of mufical con. 
«cord, that fome learned artifts have difcovered init ax image 
«sof the Supreme Source of all order and harmony.—A writer 
«© of the laft (17th) century, (Mr. Symfon,) who compofed a 
‘s valuable Treatife upon Mufic, has che following obferva- 
“© tion:—When I farther confider that three found:, placed by 
«© the interval ofa third one above another, do confiitute one en- 
** tire harmony, which governs and comprifes all the founds which, 
& by art or imagination, can, at once, be joined together in mu- 
«« fical concordance; this I cannot but thinka fignificant emblem 
“* of that fupreme and incomprehenfible THREE in ONE, g0- 
“* werning, comprifing, and difpofing the whole machine of the 
« world, with all its including paris, in a moft perfed and fiu- 
“* pendous harmony. j 

‘<¢ This phyfical Trinity, as an abfolute fact in mufic, muft 
«* be evident to every beginner in the fcience; and itis a'T’rin- 
«* ity in Unity; bat itisa mirror in which many eyes will dif- 
“* cern no image: With me itis a matter, of {mali concern, 
** how an allufion would be relifhed by a Middlcton, a Bayle, 
+ or a Voltaire, whofe minds were poifoned by a aifaffection 
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and of numberlefs movements and affocias 
tions in the natural, moral, and divine worlds, 
which have often been confidered, as {trong- 
ly corroborating the doftrine of a ‘Trinity m 
relation to the great Firft Caufe.—This rea- 
fon conftitutes our Theory. The Divine Be- 
ing 1s a rational being; and his works, which 
are defigned to manifeft his eternal power 
and Godhead, muft be rational works, and 
fuch moft apparently they are; and the difs 
covery of the truth of the Divine Being Tey 
his works or invhis word, is all the reafon 
ghat exilts'in the mind; and a man has no 
anore reafon than he has knowledge of Gods 
—Vhat is a truly enlightened and rational 
man, who may fay of the perfect will of God, 
This ts wy reafons and who embraces and 
holds what agrees with this, as agreeing with, 
his reafen, andno more, * . 


« totruth, Certainitis, whatever ufe we may make of the prin- “ 


ae 


ciple, that the compafs of all harmony can afford us no more 
than three founds in concord, however they may be multi- 


<* they conititute one found, which an unpractifed ear would 
find it extremely difficult to decompofe.—In the harmonies; 
«<¢ we have them included within the fyftem of a fingle note; 
«< and in the zrial confonance, two concordant notes will gen- 
<* erate a third to complete the triplicity of the harmony. Se 
«* appofite is this picture whelf@ihpared with the original, 
«* that I fhould be forry to take the refemblance for the work 

of chance. And where is the wonder, if nature and revela- 
‘ tion, which have the fame author, fhould {peak the fame lan- 

guage? It would rather be wonderful if they did not. 
«< lt Mr. Symfon’s allufion is juft, and tounded in the na- 
ture of things, itteaches us this important truth, that whem 
the praifes of the Creator are offered up by the church, with 
founds of harmony, we pay our tribute to him in that cove 
which bears his image and fuperferiptiow ; and thus we ren- 
der unto God that avhich is properly bis own.” 

’ RROFFESIOR JONES'S BSSAY ON SOUND AND MUSICS 
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plied by repetitions; and that if they are perfectly in tunes, 
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‘And it is not ftrange, that the attempts of 
tien to reafon together, or to come together 
By reafoning, as they call it—laborious, mul- 
tiplied; and long: continued attempts—when* 
the principle and theory of reafon is not ac- 
knowledged;, not only prove fruitlefs, but 
prove controverfies, widening the differences, 
éxciting hatreds, and often ending in war.— 
This, however, is {trange indeed, that thefe 
reafoners and difputers never get difcoura- 
ged, fufpeéct their falfe ground, and give over’ 
their fruitlefs and criminal attempts! . | 

~ The fcriptures are confidered as the hil 
tory and revelation of faéts, attefted by every’ 
poffible authority; but reafon’ diftinguifhed 
from revelation, is confidered as the evidence’ 
refulting from the confiftency, agreement, 
and’ harmony of the fatts themfelves.—The 
feriptures inform-us that God, Aleim, madé 
the world; and the works of creation declare 
plainly the fame thing. The {criptures teach’ 
that God’ exercifes a care and government 
over his works, and the events of Providence’ 
élearly manifeft the fame truth; and the {crip- 
tures witnefs that the Father and Son are 
one—that the Son is in the Father, and the’ 
Father in him; whichilisthe great gofpel doc- 
érine; and the works of filial obedience, and 
the power which accompanied the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift in the'world, and which ftill attends 
his do@trine, fully prove their teftimony. Se 
that, according, to the words of Chrift, we 
may believe either the declarations of divine 
truth, or the fatts themfelves, which are there 
by attelled. Beliewe me that I amin the Fa- 
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ther, and the Father-in me? or elfe believe mé 
for the very work's fake. , 

_ A ftranger, viliting at Salem, is told by his 
friend, that the town is almoit encircled by 
two rivers, or arms of the fea; one extend- 
ing on the north fide, the other on the fouth. 
Ue believes his friend; but he may go out 
and furvey the fitaation of the town, and be- 
lieve his own eyes. —A man may believe the 
{criptures of divine truth, and rationally ex- 
ercife his mind: in their divinity; and he is 
criminal if he does not; but he may allo fur- 
vey the operation of divine truth, exercife his 
mind in, and give credit to the divinity of the 
work itfelf; and if he does not do this, he is 
no lefs criminal. . . 


Inferences from fatts have generally been. 


confidered as being within the province of 
reafon; and, doubtlefs, in many inftances, 
one faét may be clearly inferred from ano- 
ther; but, on this ground, there is more room 
for conjecture and doubt. Iconfider this traét 


as hazardous, and fhall attempt it with cau, 


tion. The reader is already apprized thatthe 
demonftration of the Divine Lheory confifts 
in the divine operation; and that our illuf. 
trations will be chieflygmade, by bringing in- 
to view the works of God as they are known 
to us by the f{criptures, and what we fee and 
experience, 
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PART L- 


THE BEGINNING: 
AELUSTRATING THE TRUTH OF CHRIST AS BEING THR - 
HEAD OF THE CREATION: 


Saas cd 
CHAPTER I. 

ys OF ETERNAL THINGS, 
SeQion 1, The Pre-exiftence, and effential 
arise Glory of Chrift. | 
1. (CHRIST is from éVverlafting. = 

“ The eternity of Chrift is mmcluded in 
what has been fhewn of his divinity, or of his 
‘bearing an effential part in the matter of thé 
‘divine will; but the truth of his eternal ex- 
iftence is fo important to the argument be- 
fore us, that I wifhto bring it particularly in- 
to view. — 
“- According to the Theory, the divine eter= 
gal principle éexifts in a matter of voluntary 
action, or, in a will or purpofe with its efh- 
cient a€tion. A dormant purpofe is not the 
purpofe of God. The divine will cannot be 
conceived to exift, but as expanding or oper- 
ating; which primary operation, as already 
fhewn, conitituted the Beginning, the pre- 

T 
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exiftent Chrift. He is, therefore,as neceflari* | 
ly eternal as is the purpole of God. | 

" To this agree the feriptures: J (Wifdom,)° 
was fet'ubifrom everlaftng, in the beginning, 
Prov. viii..29.—Chrift, the deginning, was, 
therefore, from everlafting. He is called, Zhe 
_everlafting Father, Uaiah ix: 6.—And again,. 
Thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Redeem- 
er, thy name is from everlafling,. Iaiah Ix. 
16,—But thou: Bethlehem’ Ephratah, though 
thou-be litte antong the thoufands of Fudan, 
yet out of ther fhall he come forth unto me, to 
be ruler in Ifrael, whofe goings forth have 
been trom of old, from everlattimg, Mic. v. 
2:— According to the eternal purpofe, which he 
purpofed in Chrift,, Eph. iit, 11.—As the di- 
vine purpofe was purpofed zn Chrilt, he mult’ 
have been as‘ancient and eternal as the’ pur- 
pofe or will of God.—And he 1s before alt 
things, and by ham all things confft, Col.-t. 17+ 

2. ‘There exilts an-eternal heaven,. 

_ The view we have taken ofthe divine will, 
as of a principle expanding. and operating, 
imphes neceflarily a pre-exiltent and.eternal 
fiate of elevation and glory: And thus, the 
inauguration,.or fetting up of Chrift, implies. 
a throne and kingdom; and as this work is 
effential to the divine principle, fuch a king- 
dom, power and glory, muit have been co- 
exiftent with the divine will. Moreover, this. 
eternal truth of Chrift implies, thatthe hea- 
ven of Godexitts in fact, and has a real form;: 
and that, aceording to the divine will, it con= 
fifts of parts, and is a frame of things, fuchas 
may be reprefented by a building, an houfe, 
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ora city; the whole of whichis included in 
that intereft, called eternal life, which was 
given:to us in Chrift Jefus before the world 
was. xi Bip iy he ay i 

_Andas this glory was given:to Chrift for 
us, and aftually-received:by him before the 
svorld began, the Giver was elevated or glo- 
ified thereby, and-the Receiver was elevated 
or glorified therein; and the premiles ant 
goods thus beltowed and received, /hone out 
dike a glorious houfe- opened ‘for-ufe, or hke 
atreafure taken-in inventory.—Hence, the 
name of the:God of Glory, the Lord of Glory, 
-and the King of Glory. 

To this atfo agree the feriptures. Ab raham | 
looked for acity which hath foundations, whofe 
duilder and maker 1s God, By this city being 
fo deferibed and diltinguifhed, as -having 
foundations, nothin g leis than its»eternal na- 
“ure can beimported; and by its buzlder ane 
maker being “God, itis exprefled to be his 
work, in-a higher, and altogether different 
fenfe, from that of his being-the builder and 
maker of all things which are‘temporal, and 
which willebe changed and pais away. 

» Our Lord faid, What andif ye hall fee the 
Son of Man afcend up where he was before? 
John vi. 62.—This place to which our Lord 
afcended, where he was before -he came into 
the world, muft be eternal; and {fo it is de- 
feribed in the Plalms, L1/t up your heads, O 
ye gates, and be ye lifled up, ye everlafling 
doors, and the King of Clory fhalt come in.— 
Whos the King of Glory? Lhe Lord fitrong 
wand mighty—the Lord mighty on batlle—Ly t 
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ye everlafting doors, and. the, King of Glory: 
Shall come in.—Who is the Kang of Glory? 
Lhe Lord of Hofts,he 1s the King of Glory... 
We know, fauhthe Apoftle, that of our earth- 
ly houfe of this. tabernacle. were diffolued, we 
have a buriding of God, an houfe not made wth. 
hands, eternal im the heavens. This, undoubt- 
ed, was the great original of the pattern which 
the Lord fhewed. Mofes in the mount; and 
it is here fpoken of as the property,of believ- 
ers, for it was given to them in Chrift Jefuss 
We have a building of God; an houtenot 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
John faw the great caty, the holy Jerufalem, 
defcending out of heaven {rom God, having the 
glory of God, Eflenual, eternal glory is here 
evidently intended; for by its having the 
glory of God, this city 1s deferibed and diftine 
‘guifhed from all fuch other tnings as are 
merely declarative of the glory of God: and 
to exprefs the fame thing, it is faid, that the: 
glory of God did lighten it, m diftin@ion from 
the hight of the fun, and the moon, andail - 
created Jight.—This, is called the tabernacle 
of God, Rev. xxi. 9, and muft be the fame 
which 1s called @ duslding of Cod, %:t made 
' with hands, eternal in the heavens; and the. 
high and holy place, where the Molt Eligh, 
dwelleth. . the ; 
God is faid to dwell in laght, which no man. 
ina mertal flate can approach unto; andthe 
laints gone to Ged, are difiinguilhed from 
thofe in the bedy, and called /gints in lights 
We underfland, however, by God’s dwelling 


up your heads, O ye gates, even lift. themupy, 
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in light, no more than his dwelling in hea- 
ven; and by the departed faints beg in 
light, no more is underflood than that they 
are gone to God in heaven. But, that light 
and glory in which God. dwells, and which 
renders him inviftble and inacceffible, muft 
be in its natureeternal, 9. -) © 

What other than immortal glory could be 
that throne, feen by the elders of Ifrael, when 
they went up with Moles into the mount of 
God; which they deferibed to be, as at were 
abaved work of @ fapphare flone, and asit were 
the body of heaven wn his clearne/s 2? Or that 
feen by Maiah, upon which the Lord was fit- 
tng, high and lifted up 2 

What but eflential, eternal glory, was that 
adorable vifion, opened to Ezekiel, of the 
living creatures, the wheels, and the firma- 
nentand throne; the defeription of which he 
calls the lakene/s of the glory of God; and at 
the fight-of which he fell upon his face ? Or 
that of Daniel, of the throne on which the 
Ancient of Days did fit; which he defcribes 
tobe as the fiery flame, and his wheels 
ing fire? What was that bright cloud® 
overfhadowed the difciples in the mount of 
transfiguration, andthe brightnefs which they 
then faw upon the countenance and raiment 
of the Lord ? The evangelift fays, behold, a 
vorce out of the cloud,. which faid, this 15 my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased ; hear 
ye him: but Peter, relating the fame glorious 
{cene, fays, He received from God the father 
honour and glory, when there came fuch a vowce 
to him from the excellent Glory, This os niy 
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beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleafed. An& 


this voice which came from heaven we heard; 
when we were with him in the holy mount. 
This cloudthen was Heaven ; excellent Glo- 
vy; glory uncreated, tranfcendent and di- 
Ammer ae PR 

And what,alfo, wasthat great white throne, 
which Jehn faw, upen which was feated the 
judge of all ? Lhat this throne belongs -ef= 
fentially to the word of God, and is of the 
eternal fubflance, 1s evident ; for, whikt the 
earth and heaven were feen to fleeaway, and 
there was found no place for them ; ths 
flands, and fupports fill the adminiftration: 
of efernal judgment. 

The inheritance of the faints in light: is 
ealled an efernal inheritance: and Paul fays 
to the Corinthians, we {trive-foran incorriup= 
table crown; and-again, to Timothy, Hence- 
forth there 2s laid up jor sme a crown of right- 
eoulnels, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge 
frall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them that love his appearing. 
james fays, Bleffed rs the man that endureth 
temptation: for when hers tried he fhallre= 
eve a crown -of life, which the Lord hath 
promiued to them that love him: and Peter 
jiyles it a crown of glory that fadeth not aways 
his 1s that eternal mtereft, fo often called 
a kingdom and crty, which 1s prepared for the 
faithful, and was given tothem in Chrift Je- 
fus before the world was: on which account 
they are called dbleffed of the Father, and God 
vs not afhamed to be calied theay God. Thefe, 
durely, are eternal things. 3 


‘ 
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Wherefore, faith the Apoltle, We look not 
at the things which are feen, but at the things 
which are unfeen: jor the things which are 
een are temporal; but the things which are 
not feen are eternal. 


g. The eternal Heaven confifts: of diftinét 


ALLS. shi Pe 

. As the Heaven.of God exifts in the, eter- 
nal operation. of the divine principle; accor- 
ding to-theory, it muft be conceived of as be~ 
ing,a world, and to. have a frame and real 
form, according to: the nature of the divine 
will ; all which glory is containedvin. the ef. 
{ential word of God. : 8 
_ And to this,, again, agree the {criptures. 
The pattern-fhewed in the mount, had dil- 
tin@ parts, and was a. certain form and frame,, 
according to which Moles was commanded 
to make all things in his divine economy = 
which, as we have noticed, was a pattern of 
heavenly..and:eternal things.; thole things, 
therefore, muft taemfelves have diftinét parts, 
and be a moit glorious form: and frame of e- 
ternal workmanthip. This pattern, upon 2% 
great feale, was threefold, and fhewed three 
difting parts; and the fame devige unfol- 
ded in numberlefs views of the whole wen- 
derful ftructure, e | le 

The glory of the God of Hrael, which the 
elders with: Mofes faw inthe mount Horeb, 
is. in like manner defcribed as with a form,. 
andas havingthe fame diltinét parts and three- 
fold glory + firlt,.a g/ory like as to a ground:; 
or, ai it were apaved work of a fapplire tone : 
fecondly,a glory in likenefs as to an ex pante 5: 
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or, as tL were the body of Heaven in his clei 
nefs: and thirdly, a glory that was above and 
filled all. catia ms 
The word of the Lord came exprefsly un- 
to Ezekiel, in the vifion he faw by the river 
Chebar ; and the defertption he gives: of it 
bears the fame impreifion and likenefs it 
hada form, and the fame diftinG parts and 
threefold glory : the view here given of thé 
cherubim, wheels, &c. whofe running and 
returning, emitted glory the moft powerful, 
like a flath of lightning; is wonderfully ex- 
preffive of that part of the divine will exhibs 
ited in the fervice work of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift: And that, given of the Spirit, in o- 
bedience to which the living creatures and 
wheels went, and the voice from the firma- 
ment that was over them, when they ood, or 
had done the work they were fent to do, ac- 
‘cords, exattly, with the will of the Father, 
which fent forth Chrift into the world, and 
which announced him as his beloved Son: 
and alfo, the view which we have, as ofa 
throne, and of one in appearance as a mart 
above upon it, agrees perfectly with the fate 


of Chrifi’s exaltation. 
Tt will be underltood, that I only hint at 
the truth contained in thefe vifions; they are 
views of a whole world, and each one con- 
tains afullfyftem. In this of Ezekiel there was 
a fire, or a glory tnfoiding itfelf, and a wheel 
an tie middie of a wheel, But it may be feen 
that ever appearance fhewed the fame des 
vice, and that the whole is comprifed in the 
divine principle, or will of God, contained 
in the doétrine of Chrift, 
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Daniel, alfo, defcribes this effential glory 
of God, diftin@lly, and as being threefold :— 
Firlt, his garment was white as fnow, and the 
hatr of his head like the pure wool,—It is ob- 
ferved, that the difciples allude to this de- 
{cfiption, in {peaking of the glory of Chrift 
in the mount of transfiguration, that hes rat- 
ment became /hining, exceeding white as {now; 
foas no fuller on earth can white them: Se- 
‘condly, hts throne was like the fiery flame: 
and, thirdly; Aes wheels as burning jfire.— 
Theorder of the defcription here is reverfed. 
It appears, therefore, both from the divine 
theory, and the teftimony of the {criptures, 
that in our heavenly Father's houfeare many 
manfranseer her: eet aes: 
4. The heaven of God is a realm and do- 
miniong — — ings ee eee Whe 
The inftitution of Chrift, or the fetting up 
of a king, implies a. throne and kingdom; 
and as, according to theory, the Lord Chnilt 
was fet up from. everlafting, wé aré led to 
contemplate a realm and governmentof eter- 
-nal glory. - . re 
And to this, moreover, agree the {cripturés 
From everlafting to everlafting, thou art God, 
Plalm xc.—God is a name of authority, and 
implies the exercife of power and Zovern- 
ment. Thy throne is cfablifhed of old: thou 
art from everlafting, Pfalm xciit. i. ¢. he 18 
king from everlalting. —Whofe kingdom ws an 
_everlafling kingdom, Daniel vil. 27. | 
hat eminent divine, Dr. Thomas Good- 
win, remarking upon the word poteniate, in 
the Doxology, 1 Lim. vi. 15, obferved, that 
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it referred not only to the dominion of the 
Lord over all created things, but alfo to a 
kingdom /eated in hum/felf, and to an exercife: 
of power and fovereignty in Ais own eternal. » 

This-kingdom is fet out in the {criptures 
by athrene; ju/tice and judgment are the ha- 
bitation of thy throne, Pfalm |xxxix..ver. 14: 
by a guard, Whos ftrong leke unto thy faith~ 
julne/s round about thee? ver. 8 > by maces 
bearers, Honor and majefty are before him, 
Pfalm xevi. and by harbingers, and commil- 
fioners; Mercy and: truth fhall go before thy 
face, Plalm Ixxxix. 14. He fhall fend from 
heaven, Whom fhall-he fend? God /hall fend 
forth his mercy and his truth, Plalm lvii.— 
Creatures might fail; but if mercy and truth 
—/his mercy and jis truth be employed to 
difpatch the bufinefs of his promifes and 
threatenings, and to accomplifh all his plea- 
fure, they will do it thoroughly.—The Lord 
reigneth, hers clothed with majefty, Pfalm xcih. 
1.—Majelty is his eternal robe, His kingdom 
began from everlaing: he reigned within 
himfelf from eternity: ‘hen it was, that by 
onea/mighty at, he clothed himfelf with max 
jelty, and covered hinwlelf with hght; and was 
exalted and glorified im ns own frength. 

It has often been noticed in the {criptures, 
how remarkably the word heaven is joined 
with the appropriate ufe of the name /ather; 
as though this glory ef God in heaven, and 
this his relation to his people in.Chrift, fub- 
hfted together, and were infeparable.. I wilt 


KA, 


only inflance from Matth, dnd glorify your 
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Father which ts in heaven, v. 16. That ye may 
be the.children of your Father which 1sin hea- 
ven, ver. 45. Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
sour Father whichis in heaven ts perfect, ver. 
48.—Our Father which art in heaven, viy Qs 
How much more fhall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things? vit. 11. But he that 
doth the will of my Father which 1s an heaven, 
ver. 21. Him will I confefs alfo before my fas 
ther which as invheaven, x. 32. Him will f al- 
fo deny before my Father which ts im heaven, 
ver. 939.--Flefh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Path-r which ts in heavens 
xvi, 17. Their angels do always bebold the face, 
of my Father which ts in heaven, KVM, 10.-— 
dt foall be done for them of my Lather which is 
in heaven, vet. 19.—For one is your Lather 
which is in heaven, xxiil. 9.—Your heavenly 
Father will alfo forgive you, vi, 14.—Yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them, ver. 26,— Your 
beavenly’ Father knoweth that ye bave uecd of 
> all thefe things, vet. 92.—Every plant which 
my beaventy Father’ bath not planted {hall be 
rooted up, XV. 13.—So9 likewife foall my bea= 
ly Father do alfa unto you, Xvill. 35. And, ac- 
éording to the divine theory, it appears that 
the eternal glory of God, even his own hea- 
ven, and his relation to a throne aad domin- 
on there, exifts in that fame tranfaction, 
which conftitutes his relation of Father and 
God, both to Jefus’ Chrift and to his people, 

The fame obfervation may be made, re- 
fpeéting the appropriate or covenant ufe of 
thé name God: that’ it is never fo ufed but 
ia connexion with heaven, and eternal things, 
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The firft time that the word God was ufed 
with a relative, was in the covenant of proms 
fe to Abraham, which included the eternal 
jntereft; and it was then ufed in the future 
ienfe, I will de their God; bat when Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob were gone to heaven, 
the name was ufed relatively in the prefent 
tenfe, as at the burning bufh, Jam tbe God of 
Abraham, &c.—The firft time that the name 
of God is ufed with a relative, in the prefené 
tenfe, is in his word to Jacob, Gen. xxx1..14. 
I am the God of Bethel, where thow anotntedjé 
the pillar: but, this was none otber but the 
houfe of God, and the gate of heaven. And very: 
frequently he is called the God of heaven, in 
order to exprefs his covenant relation to his 
people.—And the firft time this great name 
was ufed, in this manner, in relation to the 
people of Irael, was, when the Lord appear- 
ed to deliver them from their bondage in E- 
gypt, and to fet their faces towards the land 
of promife; and after they had pafled the 
Red Sea, it is obferved, that Mofes,: in this 
refpect, much changed his ilyle, and feldom 
wrote the glorious name, but with fome ap- 
propriating word; and as they drew nearer 
and nearer to this type of the heavenly world, 
his manner of writing the name of the Lord 
our God, and of adding its relatives, became 
{till more and more remarkable. 

In like manner, our Lord Jefus Chriff, as 
foon as he had called his difciples, and fepa- 
rated them from the world, began to teach 
them to fay, Our Father, &c. but it is obferv- 
ed, that this peculiar ftyle, became more fa- 
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miliarandimpreflive toward theclofing {cene; 
efpecially in his laf{t difcourfe to them at the 
{upper. Te , cdi Picea 

» It is not recorded that our Lord ufed the 
word my God, but twice; once whilft hanging 
upon the crofs; and again, addrefling Mary, 
when about to afcend into. heaven, he faid, 
Goto my brethren, and fay unto them, I afcend 
unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
God and your Ged —And wherever, inthe 
New Teflament, we have nearer views of the 
heavenly glory, the appropriate ufe of this 
name becomes more familiar, and its rela- 
tives more frequent; as in Rev. 1. 21. Him 
that overcometh will I make a Pillar in the 
Temple of my God, and be fhall go no more out : 
and [ will write upon bim the name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, which is | 
New Ferufalem, which cometh down out of bea-~ 
ven jrom my Ged; and I will write upon him 
wy new name. ; 

~ Claude, remarking upon the preface of the 
Lord’s Prayer, Our Father which art in hea- 
ven, faid, that God is elevated above all things, 
by being made our Father. (Trite de la jufiifi. 
cation.) ‘This was a bold expreflion, but it a- 
greés with the truth, : : 


Seflion 2. Tux Formor Gop. | 
That Chrift was fet up from everlafting, 
and poffeffed a realm of Glory: wherein he 
exercifed a fovereignty and dommuicn over 
things which are eternal ; fhews that he had, 
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agreeable to the nature of the divine will, a 
real form ; one, the moft glorious, and as 
diftinét and capable of being defined, as that 
of the fun, or of any obje& within the fphere , 
of ourcontemplation. This has the fupport 
of the feriptures. ‘onic 
Chrift, who is theimage of God, 2 Cor. iv. 4. — 
Who being in the form of God, thought 1 not 
_ robbery to be equal with God : But made him- 
felf of no refutation, and took upon hint the 
form of a fervant, Philip, 11. 6,7. Who ts the 
image of the invifible God, Col.i. 15, Who be- 
eng the brighine/s of his glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon, Heb. 1,3. Man is faid 
to be made in the emage, and after the /eke- 
nefs of God, which implies that there 1s an 
image and form of God. Nebuchadnezzar 
fad, Lo, I fee four men loofe, walking in the 
midft of the fire, and they have no hurt, and 
the form of the fourth ts ke the Son of God. » 
In the inftallation of Chrift in heaven, 
which divine action is included effentially im 
the divine principle, the whole matter of the 
divine will exiled in faét; inthis eternal tranf- 
action, the Lord Chrift prefented himfelf be- 
fore the Father, with his full confent to the 
parental authority ; faying, Lo, I come to do 
thy well, O Ged: and alfo he was received in 
the full expreflion of the parental love, and 
was fet up as a Son, in all the power and 
high authority of that kingdom: and being 
thus zn the form of God ; which is that form 
of eternal glory contemplated in the divine 
will: and thus bearing the {tate of the ever- 
lalting Father; he thought it not robbery to 
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be equal with God: Hence he is called. the 
mighty God, and the everlafling Father, Mai. 
1x. 6, As according to the Divine Theory, 
the Son from everlafting was put into the, 
poffeffion of the eternal throne and kingdom 
of God the Father; we may fee the grounds 
of its being faid of him, Heb. 1. 8. Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever ; a fceptre of right- 
coufnefs.2s the fceptre of thy kingdom. 
For the fame reafon, alfo, both the Father 
_and the Son appear to: be called Ancient of 
Days, Dan. vi. The Ancient of Days did fi, 
ver, 9. And behold, one hke the Son of Man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of Days, and. they (the clouds of 
heaven, ) brought him near before him, And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, and nations, and 
languages fhould ferve hm: his dominion ts 
an everlajting dominion, which fhall not pafs 
away, and his kingdom that which fhall not ve 
deftroyed, verfes 13, 14. Here we have in 
view the eternal truth of the inftallation of 
Chrift, declaratively, or in the exhibition. 
But this one Ake the Son of Man, having re- 
eeived the kingdom and appearing in the 
glory of the Father, is alfo called the Ancient 
of Days, ver. 22. from whom, immediately, 
judgment fhall be given to the faints of the 
Molt High, and they fhall poflefs the king- 
dom. be WE ict 
Ancient, was the common name or title of 
a ruler among the Jews, as now fome tribes 
ef Indians call their chiefs, white hairs; and 
as foon as one of whatever age, became a 


460 Divine THEORY, 


member of the council, he was thus diftins 
guifhed + See Ifai. iti. Behold the Lord of 
Hofts, doth take away from Ferufalem the pris 
dent, and the ancient—and the child fhall be- 
have himfeif proudly againt the ancient, and 
the bafeagainft the honourable, Chap. 1x.— 
The ancient and honorable, be 1s the head and 
the prophet that teacheth hes, be is the tail, and 
Chap. xxiv. Den the moon frall be confoun- 
ded, and the fun. dfeamed, when the Lord of 
Hofts foall reign in mount Zion, and in ‘ferufa> 
cmt, and before bis ancients glirioufly. See allo, 
Ezek. vit. Son of Man haft thou feen what 
the anci:nts of the boufe of Lrael doin the dark ? 
and Chap. ix. Phen they began at the ancient 
men which were before the houfe. a 
The Father is Ancient of Days—King eter- 
nal, immortal, and isvifible. And the Son, be- 
ing from the beginning a member of, coun- 
ceil, and in the form of God; is alfo Ancient 
of Days, The -blefed and only Potentate, the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, who only 
hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto, whom no man hath 
jeen, nor can fee: to whom be honor and power 
everlafting. Anten 
Some, in attempting to prove the divinity 
of Chrift, have confounded the diftinétion of 
Father and Son: but this 1s unneceflary and 
injurious: the divinity of the Son will be 
fupported, not by confounding this diftine- 
tion, but by clearing it: Let the truth that 
Fefuus Corift is the Son of Ged be eftablifhed, 
and his divinity cannot be doubted. 
‘Lhe view which we every where have im 
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the fcriptures, of the exiftence of an operation 
of the divine will, before the world was, by 
which Chrift was brought forth and fet up in 
the glory of the eternal heaven; andthathe had 
thus areal form: this, together with the man- 
ner of his appearing in the world previous to 
his incarnation, originated the opinion of the 
pre-exiltence of his human foul, and that the 
wifdom and word of God was united to it 
before the world began, This opinion of the 
union of the divine word with a human foul, 
appears to have been entertained by the peo- 
ple of God previous to the. incarnation of 
Chrift; and it has been adopted more or lefs 
in almoft every Chrillian age.—Doubtlefs, 
Arius, and others have made ufe of this opi- 
nion for a bad purpofe; this, however, does 
not prove it falfe; the moft indifputable doc- 
trines have been perverted for the worft of 
purpoles. , pried y 
. But, refpeéting this opinion, it may be ob- 
ferved, that a weighty objeGion is found a- 
gainft it, in the difficulty of admitting the 
{uppolition of the exiftence of the human 
foul before the body; it is allo obferved, 
that the fats which have led to the fuppofi- 
tion, are fully explained in the Divine The- 
ory without it: yea, moreover, it is manifeft 
that the matter, which chiefly originated the 
opinion, belongs effentially to the divine will; 
and that the operation itfelf, and all the im- 
mediate refult of it, is included neceffarily in 
the eternal divine exillence. i 

If this opinion. be admitted, however, It 
does not materially affect the theory ; it Is 

xX 
4 


162 Divine THEORY. -: 


merely contemplating one more link in the 
chain of divine operation; which, ifa fact, 
muft exift between the divine purpofe and 
primary operation, which is the eternal prin- 
ciple, and the framing of the worlds.—But 
as this opinion is in its nature fubject to pac 
embarraiiments, and as that matter of the 
pre-exiftent glory of Chrift, which originat- 
ed, and has principally fupported the fenti- 
ment, may be demonftrated to belong effen- 
tially to the Godhead, or the eternal princi- 
ple; as alfo, the ufe of itis not difcovered, 
and the divine theory appears to be complete 
without it; there does not appear evidence 
of its being a fat; and it will not, therefore, 
be confidered as belonging to the theory. 
And when the truth of the divine princi« 
ple is admitted, and it 1s confidered that the 
primary divine operation, or the beginning of 
the creation of God, is eternal, being co-exis- 
tent, and one with the divine -purpofe, it is 
thought this queftion will wholly fubfide; for, 
undoubtedly, the primary operation of the di- 
vine will gave rife to the opinion of the pre- 
exillence of the human foul, and has been 
its principal fupport; but it is evident, both 
from reafon and the {criptures, that this mat- 
ter exifis in the divine principle itfelf —In 
contemplating this faGt, therefore, we are led 
too far to find fupport for the opinion of the 
pre-exiltence of the human foul, whichis not. . 
juppofed toexilt from eternity, and to belong 
efientially to the Godhead.—Let the divine 
theory appear complete, and the idea ,of 
Chrili’s being brought forth as a Son, and his 
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being, in the form of God, inftalled in the 
kingdom and glory of heaven, be found to 
belong to another fubjeét, and the mind 
fearching for truth, as to this queftion, will 
reft fatisfied. 

The divine theory, however, is not under- 
ftood as rejeéting the idea of the pre-exiflence 
of the human foul; on the contrary, it offers 
the idea of the pre-exiftence of all things, or 
of their exiltence ina beginning or princi- 
ple; but this is eternal exiftence.— Wifdom, 
herfelf, hath a foul: Wifdom shall pratfe her 
foul; anda foul is human exiftence.— What 
though the human nature has been Wildom’s 
darling, and betore the heavens were pre- 
pared, and before the earth and the depths, 
her delights were with the fons of men? Still 
the human foul was not all that pre-exilted 
‘in the wifdom of God: For fhe faith, 7/e 
Lord poffeffed me, the beginning of his ways, 
Prov. vill. 22.—And the Apoftle writes,— 

“Through faith we underfiand that the worlds 
were framed of the Word of God, Jo that not 
of things appearing were the vifibiethings made, 
Heb. ix. 9. In Chrift, therefore, we are led to 
contemplate the beginning, the pre-exifience, 
the great inflitute and glorious type of all God's 
works. 

Another circumftanee relative to the truth 
of Chrift, which has led to the idea that, in 
his pre-exiftent flate, he was a complex be- 

ing, or that he exifted with two natures, 1s 

this, that in the divine record we are referred 
to his divinity, as being fomething that bears 


ral 


a diflin@ name, which either he dwells in, or 
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which dwells in him, See the following paf- 
fages: Who being in the form of God, thought. 
at not robbery to be equal with God.—Dwelling 
in the light which no man can approach unto. 
—And the Word was made flcfh, and. dwelt a~ 
mong us; and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father; full of 
grace and truth —For it pleased the Father, 
that in him /hould all fulnefs dwel7—In whom 
are id all the treafures of wifdom and know-’ 
ledge.—Forin him dweileth all the falnefs of 
the Godhead bodily —God: hath given tous 
eternal life: and this life 1s in his Son,—And 
it 1s obferved, that the record of Ged con- 
‘cerning the divinity of Chrilt was expreffed 
in the {ame manner before his incarnation, 
as it has been fince, and gives us the fame 
complex idea, if this be a proper term, of this 
glorious Perfon, that we have now in the 
New Teflament.—TVhe name of God was in 
the angel, Exod. xxiii. 21; and alfo, in the 
beginning was the Word. 
But, confidering the fubje€t in the light of | 
the divine theory, it may be eafily perceived, 
that this is the fame thing which has been fo 
fully ilufirated, as being effential to the na- 
ture of the divine principle, and mode of di- 
vine exiflence, viz. that the Father is in the 
Son, and the Son in the Father. The Word 
that was in the beginning, the name that was 
in the angel, and the e¢erna/ lafe, which is inv 
the Son, 1s plainly no. other thing than that’ 
parental will, or com mandment, which Chrift 
the Lord received before the world’ was; 
which formed his own filial character, and 
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which he has given to us, that we alfo may 
be made the Sons of God. Again, being re- 
warded as a Son, with the glory of the Fa- 
ther, and inftalled upon the throne, in his e- 
ternal kingdom, which completes our view 
of the purpofe or will of God, he is thus tru- 
ly in the form of God, and in him dwelleth all 
the fulne/s of the Godhead. oe 
The divine will, in thefe diftin& parts, the 
truth of which is effential to the filial charac- 
ter, and is imported by the name of the Son 
of God, conftitutes the divinity of Chnift; 
and this fame blefled will, as has been {hewn, 
#s as effential tothe parental characier, is im- 
ported by the name, and conftitutes alfo the 
divinity of the Father.—The divinity of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft, fubfilts manifeftly in this one eternal- 
ly bleffed and adorable principle of parental 
and filial love.—So that the great obf{curity 
and perplexity, which has fo much prevailed 
concerning the divinity of Chrift, has arifen 
evidently from darknefs refpeéting the form 
of God, and the mode of divine exiftence, or 
in what divinity truly confifts: itis a dark- 
nefs, equally grofs, as it refpetts the Father 
himfelf, and in what divinity effentially con- 
Gifts, as it does the true character of the Son, 
And, in the fame degree that a man is inthe 
dark refpetting the divinity of the Son, he is 
really in the dark refpecting the divinity of 
the Father. — 
Some have conceived, that in eternity, 
Chrift was merely fet up in the purpole of 


God, and that neither himlelf, nor the glory 
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of his kingdom, exifted, in faét, tillthe exhi- 
bition in time; but it is thought, as to this, 
that enough has been faid, to fhew that it is 
a mifconception.—Chrift was fet up, or or- 
dained, before the world began, and eternal 
life was given to us in him before the world 
was. But a mere purpofe to fet up and or- 
dain, is not fetting up and ordaining; and the 
purpole of beftowing a gift 1s not giving, Set- 
ting up or ordaining 1s a fact, and bellowing 
a gift is a real deed, an actual transfer of pro- 
perty. Chrift, therefore, pre-exifted the crea- 
tion; and the pre-exiftence of Chrift implies, 
that there exilled a heavenly world, and eter- 


mal things ofa certain form and fyltem, 


Seclion 3. THE ARCHETYPE OF THE GREA- 
TION, , 

The word or will of God dwelling in Chrift, 
or the divine principle firft opening in hina 
as the beginning of the creation of God; open- 
ing and expanding itill farther in him as the 
Angel of the Church; and, finally, fully dif- 
played in him as the Son over his own Hou/fe, 
1s the truth manifefted by the whole creation, 
and the one infinite and adarable fa& record- 
ed and witneffed throughout the infpired vo- 
lume.—As, therefore, all things declarative- 
ly are merely the evidence of Jefus Chrift’s 
divinity :—and as the works of creation 
and providence, and: alfo the feriptures, 
are of him, and through him, and to him; 


« 
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and are only expreffive or declarative of his 
glory; all this excellence muft exift diftin&- 
ly in him, as his effential divinity, and be 
thus the Archetype of all God’s works. 

In a view, therefore, of the pre-exiftent 
glory of Chrift, we are led to contemplate ~ 
the perfeét fampler, or inftitute of the crea- 
tion; the foundation, according to which all 
things were framed; the head by which all 
things confift; the primary operation from 
which all fecondary and progreffive opera- 
tions proceed; the one omnipotent fact, of 
which all the works of creation and provi- 
dence are the expreffion, and to which they 
all conform, as to a moft perfeét rule or pat- 
tern. 

‘The reafon has been already affigned, why 
the divine principle is contemplated under 
the name of the fecond perfon of the bleffed 
Trinity, the Logos or Word, and that our 
view is fo drawn to Chrift, viz. becaufe he is 
the.covenant fubjeét, and the word or will of 
God is in him, and the whole divine difplay 
is made through him.—Thus Chrift, as the 
Beginning, muft have been in the form of | 
God, and poffefled of a kingdom, power and 
. glory, full of life, light and felicity. 

This primary eternal work of God muft 
have been a _finifhed work; for itis evident 
that the operation in which it exifts, 1s effen- 
tial to the Divine Being, and that a right 
view of the divine principle will no more ad- 
mit of the fuppofition of a fucceffion of oper- 
ations, than it will admit of that of a fuccef- 
fion of volitions and purpofes.—/And to this 
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agree the {criptures. By him all things cone 
fifty Col. i. 17.—The works were finifhed fron 
ihe foundation of the world, Heb. iv. 3.—Be- 
fore me there was nothing formed of God, nei- 
ther fhall there be after me, Maiah xlin. 10.— 
Tere then we have in view the finifhed work 
of God; and as before this nothing exilted 
in faét, we may neither form conceptions, nor 
ufe terms denoting the exiftence cf any thing 
or being, before this effenual and true glory 
of God, which is the beginning or principle 
of all things; for fuch conceptions mutt be 
mere imaginations, and {uch terms muft be 
ufed without inftruction. : 
The Beginning,as has been {hewn, is Chrift’s 
primary name. Then fazd they unto him, Who 
art thou?—Anad Fefus faith unto them, The 
Beginning One, and that I fay to you,* John 
Vill. 25.—Who ws the Beginning, Col. 1 18. 
And in him was the Word: Jn the beginning 
‘was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God, John 1. 1.—This is 
‘the moft plain declaration, that there was in 
him true divinity, and an expreffion of the 
effential glory of God, And this pre-exiftent 
glory was the foundation of the earth, and the 
beginning of the creatton of God.—IJn the be- 
ginning God created the heaven and the earth; 
en. 1. 1.—And thou, Lord, in the beginning, 
haft laid the foundation of the earth, Heb. 1: 
10.— The beginning of the creation of God; 
Rev. ii. 14. It appears therefore that Chrift 
is not merely the efficient caufe, but alfo is 
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Aimfelf the foundation and beginning of the 
creation. a si . mae 

The fhekenah, or cloud of God, was alto- 
gether fupernatural; and the glory which 
appeared there, was doubtlefs the uncreated 
form, and pre-exiftent glory of Chrift. And 
it appears to be called a cloud, not only on 
account of its general afpects, but particular- 
ly, becaule it prefented a power, the moft in- 
conceivably aétive and commanding; fuch 
as may be contemplated in that firft and molt 
wonderful agent, the eleétric fire, which, in 
the vifible world, though every where difful- 
ed, moft clearly offers itfelf to view in the na» 
tural cloud Deas mite.a "iy 
_ This, then, is given as a view of our pre- 
fent argument, or of the truth of Chrift as the 
Beginning, viz. he was fet up from everlaft- 
ing, in the realm and. dominion of the Fa- 
ther, in heaven, and fo was in the form of 
God; which pre-exiftent glory of Chrift was 
the perfe@t inftitute, the foundation and be- 
ginning of thecreation. According to which, 
the divine exhibition, in the creation, will be 
feen to open in.a ftate of perfect harmony 
and felicity; and, in a covenant relation to 
Chrift, with a crown of glory and honor; alt 
exprellive of the anuz/ble things of God, even 
his eternal power and Godhead, 
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CHAPTER IIL. 


‘OF THE UNFOLDING OF THE TRUTH OF 
CHRIST IN THE FIRST CREATION. 


Seftion 1. The Work of Creation. 


"THE work of creation is attributed in the’ 
- holy feripturés to the Trinity; and, ac- 
cording to the theory, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoft being neceflarily in the 
firft caufe, the divine efficiency, or the exif 
tence of the whole univerfe, muft be afcrib- 
ed to them equally. But the repeated divine 
declarations, that the heavens and the earth: 
were created 2n Chroft, and confit by him, that 
an all things he might have the pre-eminence, 
evidently intend that he is the Creator and: 
Upholder of all things im a diftiné fenfe.. 
‘By fuch declarations, we are led to ¢on- 
teraplate Chrift, as the conftituted’ efficient 
head of the creation, and, as being laid in the 
wifdom and purpofe of God, as the chofen, 
all meritorious foundation of the whole work ;. 
we are led, both by the {criptures, and: by 
reafon, to contemplate a matter that took: 
place in the work of creation, refpecting 


Chrift,fo entirely difting from his bethg, with: 
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the Father and the Holy Spirit, the Creator; 
or his concerting together with them the work 
of creation, that he ds therein viewed as being 
himfelf the beginning of the work, and laid 
as the foundation in the profecution of the — 
defign. 

It is certain, from the feriptures, that a 
tranfaction took place, refpetting Chrift, pre- 
wious to the exiftence of the heaven and earth, 
which 1s to be confidered as properly the be- 
Hn of the creation, as the laying of the 

oundation is to be confidered the beginning 
of the fabric.—And it is all important to the 
attainment of clear ideas of the divine cha- 
rater and counfel, to know that the degin- 
ning of all the works of God was in the efta- 
blifhment of a Chraf, and a Chryf alone; and 
that in Chrift; as the foundation, all God’s 
works from eternity were completely em- 
braced, . “a | 

The knowledge of a relation fuftained by 
‘Chrift to the creation, as of the foundation 
‘to the fuperftru€ture, or head to the body, 
by a conftitution of divine counfel, diftinét _ 
from the idea of a relation by mere efhicien- 
cy, is abfolutely neceflary in order to account 
for the exiftence of the creation; or, indeed, 
to conceive of the divine efficiency in the 
‘ereation of worlds; for, we can have no ra- 
tional idea ef God’s being connected with 
ereatures, otherwife than by fome infinitely 
meritorious medium. 

And, after all the boafted theories of crea- 
ture-exce!lence and merit, fuggefted by the 
pride.of man, the theory of Chryf, or that ofa 
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conftitution, divinely framed, uniting the creas. 
tures with the Creator, as by a foundation or. 
head, or crown of glory and honor, can on- 
ly explain the poflibility of God’s fuftaining 
the relation of Creator.: Without the know- 
ledge of Chrift, man isin utter darknefs; and, 
if he attempts to explain his own exiflence, 
or to take one ftep in moral philofophy, he 
mutt neceffarily ftumble upon the dark moun 
tains of atheifm or idolatry. But we are now 
entering upon that part of the work, which is 
to confift chiefly of a ftatement of fatts, and, 
at prefent, we mean only to flate: this re+ 
vealed fact concerning the creation’ of the 
world. cee I | 

The truth of Chrift, as being the head of 
all things that are in heaven and that are in 
earth, vifible and invifible, is clearly exprefs- 
ed by the names in which he appears in the . 
work of creation: Here he is called the Be- 
ginning —In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth, Gen. 1,1. This name, 
Rev. iii. 14. is written out at full length, viz. 
The Beginning of the creation of God—The 
Lord, by wifdom, hath founded the earth; by 
underfianding hath he eftablifhed the heavens, 
Prov. iii, 19.—By him all thongs confilt, Col. 
i, 17.—Who, being the brightne/s of his glory, 
and the. expre/s image of has perfon, and up- 
holding ai/ things by the word of his power, 
Heb. i. 9.—-Chrilt.is often referred to in the 
peculiar {cripture ex preflion, which, perhaps, - 
may alfo be confidered as one of his glorious 
names, the Koundation of the World. Ty many 
juch paflages Chrilt is clearly revealed, as the, 
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Lieinw ws ween | be } 
- The many plain paflages of fcripture, at- 
tributing the work of creation equally and 
directly to the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit, leave no room for the fuppofi- 
tion that Chrift was ufed as an inflrwment in 
that work, otherwife than as a conflituted 
Head, or an Archetype, may be called an in- 
{trument, The idea of afecondary agency, or | 
efficiency, is unwarranted and irrecencilable 
both with the {criptures and reafon. The re- 
peated divine declarations therefore, that all 
things were created zm Chrilt, and 6y Chrift, 
teach us, that he is the medium, foundation, - 
or conftituted head of the creation. ~ 

The Apoftle to the Ephefians, chapter tii. 
unfolding the myflery and unfearchabie rich- 
es of Chraft, that the Gentiles {hould be fe/ow . 
hears, and of the fame body, and partakers of 
the promife in Chrift; Of whom the whole fa- 
mily in heaven and earth 1s named; goes back 
to this foundation of the whole creation, and 
obferves, that this divine myflery, or deep 
counfel of God, of the whole family in hea- 
ven and earth being named of Chrifll, was 
from the beginning of the world hid in God, 
who created all things by Fefus Chrifi: By 
which it is plainly intimated, that in this 
truth of God’s creating all things by Jefus 
Chrift, is the grand difclofure of the divine 
fcheme.—O, what manifold wifdom of God 
might be known, and fhall be made known 
by the church, according to the eternal pur- 


pole which he purpofed in Chrilt Jefus our 


Head, Inftitute, or Foundation of the Crea- 
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Lord! For of him, and to him, and through 
him, are all:things, to whom be glory for 
ever.—Amen. > imhens . 


THE fubjeét. of natural philofophy, though 
at re{ults from. the divine theory, and affords 
walt profpects and entertainments to thé 
mind, as far as poffible, muft be difpenfed 
with in thts work: for it has not been fe 
much the object of my enquiry ; and numer- 
ous principal faéts, relative to the difpofition 
of natural things, are beyond the reach of my 
means of knowledge. . 

1 am fenfible thar it is reverfing the com- 
mon obfervation, yet there is reafon to fup- 
pole, that we may come to the knowledge of 
the truth of divine things with much greater 
certainty, than we can to the knowledge of 
natural things; for the Bible was written to. 
in{truét us, not fo much in the philofophy of 
nature, as in the knowledge of God; wecan 
depend upon the f{eriptures, as a general re- 
cord of facts of adivine nature; but-we have 
no hiltory that will give us the fame advan- 
tage on natural ground, The great obje@ ta 
engage our attention in fearching for truth, 
in all cafes, 1s to find the fa¢is; when they 
are known, it is not fo-difficult to apply a 
principle. é hah 

But i appears, neceffary to our defign, to 
olfer fome view of the natural frame of the 
world, fo far, at leaft, as this is: done in 
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Mofes’s account of the creation——I fhall 
therefore, in this place exhibit, very briefly, 
that view of this fubjett which appears to re-. 
fult from the theory, and to be offered in the 
fcriptures, and likewife to comport with the- 
belt obfervations and experiments we are ca- 
pable of making upon things of this nature, 
At the fame time I would have it underftood, 
that I do not confider this as being properly 
a part, but only as an appendage to the Di- 
vine Theory. | 

Mofes evidently conneéts the frame of na- 
ture with the beginning; and_ his account 
contains, undoubtedly, a conneéting link be- 
_ tween things invifible, and of aneternal frame, 
and that’ difpofition or fafhion of things, 
which is vifible and temporal. 

The work of the four firft days of crea 
tion completed the frame of the world, whicly 
is the fubje@ now itv view: And it may be 
obferved, that Mofes defcribes this as four 
diftin@ and fucceflive operations of the di- 
vine’ will; and that the fir prepared and 
opened the way for the fecond, and the fe- 
cond for the third, &c. and that the work of 
each fucceflive day was wrought in continu- 
ance of the firlt operation, and was, as it 
were, anew movement forward of that pow- 
er which commenced this glorious {cene of 
divine aétion. . 

From the grounds of the remark made in 
the f{iatement of the divine principle, that all 
we can know of the works of God is their 
difpofition anfwerable to his purpofe or will; 
and from the obfervation made im the firlt 
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chapter, refpecting the form of God, and the 
divine prefence in the - fhekanah or fupernatur- 
al cloud; we may conclude, that the jx 
difpofition of the creation, anfwerable to a 
principle, fuch as that we have alluded to as 
being moft apparent in the cloud, or the /lale, 
of the elements, fixft tung from the foun- 
tain of the divine will; muft be that which 
we term fluid. And, to an attentive obferver 
of the forms of the various materials which 
compofe this globe, it would feem apparent, 
that the folids were formed originally of flu- 
ids.—This certainly is agreeable to the view 
given of the firft fiate of the creation, in the 
firft chapter of Genefis; and the elements in 
fuch a ftate, unfeparated, would be, as there 
defcribed, a great dech,; without form and 
void, and the face of it would be covered 
with darkne/s. 

The frame of the creation, according to 
the principle in view, muft exift by. a re/a- 
tive motion of the elements, which, /mpiy, 
is the idea of a feparation inthe fluid: I fhall, 
therefore, call this /eparaieng moiton. 

To an attentive obferver of the operations 
of nature, particularly of thole which are fo 
apparent in the forming and difplaying of 
the clouds; it may be obferved, that among 
the conftituent elements, there 1s one which 
appears to take the command, as the govern: 
ing agent in thofe movements. The element 
or party moving, according to this natural 
view, 1s that wonderful agent in nature, nam- 
ed Evecirical Fluid; and the party ~moved 
upon, or to which this relates m motion, im 
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the ftate in which we now contemplate it, 
may be properly denominated waters, or va- 
a fuch as, together with the eleétrical 

Juid compofe a cloud, 

The primary relation of the ele@rical flu- 
id to waters or moiftures, may be traced in 
its every motion.—To ufe the original word 
refpecting the agency of the Spirit of God in 
creation, Gen.1. 2. broodeng, or hovering up» 

‘on the waters is the natural or firft flate of 
this great agent in nature, which we may call 
the vital /prrct of the creation. It is known 
of this moft fubtile and attive power, that it 
will never reft or be tranquilized, until it moft 
perfectly embraces this object. 

_ Again, one fluid moving in or upon ano- 
ther, muft produce a mutual undulatory or 
vibratory motion. This is the known philo- 
fophy of light. Fedde 
- Here then we have our theory complete; 
a party moving, a party complying with the 
motion, anda glorious refult, viz. the light 
of the natural world. Moreover, this move- 
ment of the fluid, when completed, will form 
a {phere, or circle; for it is a given point in 
this theory, that whatever moves, moves ina 
circle; which firft rotation, illuminating the 
whole fphere, forms one day. 

The /phere being thus formed, according 
to the nature of this moft attive power, a fe- 
cond movement will exift in another direc- 
tion; for it is well known of this moving flu- 
id, that, formed into any particular {phere, it 
will powerfully attraét what is within a cer- 
tain line, (call it a central Iine) and repel 

Le 
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what is without it, which is evidently owing 
toa movement commencing at that line in 
every direction; and which, we may natur- 
ly fuppofe, is but the progreffion of the fame 
moving body: Wherefore, from that line 
there muft opena firmament, and the waters 
within.or underneath would be formed into 
an orb, and thofe without into a concave a- 
bove the firmament. jug 
‘This movement has been ealled by various 
names, fuch as attraction and repulfion, or 
pofitive and negative; but, in order to give 
the idea familiarly, let it be called here ex- 
panding motion.—This fecond relative mos 
tion, according to the principle, muft alfo be 
circular, but in a direétion fomewhat wide 
or tranfverfe from that firft de{cribed.—It is 
evident, that in continuance of motion, a 
movement of the fluid muft take place in this 
direstion; for we are to conceive of the chan- 
ne! of the firft direétion being full, and the 
fluid ftrll aéting, Wluing and progrefling from 
its firft fource, it mult diverge from this 
courfe and: take the diretion we call ex- 
panding.—Thefe two movements conftitute 
the idea of dimenfion, height and depth, and 
length and breadih.— Moreover, we oblerve, 
that the motion of the waters here defcribed, 
and the pofitions they aflume, 1s merely from 
their yielding to the commanding fluid. 
Here, again, we view our theory; a fluid> 
expanding, a fluid yielding every way to the 
expanding power, and a refult, a frrmament, 
or the wide expanfe of heaven. Andwwill it 
be thought irrational and imaginary, that 
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the work of creation fhould afford emblems 
of the Divine Being? This operation, when 
carried through the fphere, filling the whole 
expanfe with light, as it is a fecond progret- 
fion in the courfe of the firft movement, im- 
plies a fecond day. ; 

This expanding movement of the fluid 
meeting with bt from the water, or 
vapour, now every way encircled and com- 
preffed, a third movement will be produced, 
which I fhall name, from the general appear- 
ance, /prangling motion, This motion, from 
the expanding or tranfverfe direétion of the 
commanding fluid being refifted, and there- 
fore terminating, is the philofophy of the 
folids:—From this movement, which will be 
in dire@tions inconceivably various, may be 
traced out the multiform of the folids.—In 
fome direétions it will move in ftreams, and 
more in lines.—In thefe will be formed the 
aminerals more or lefs perfect, as thefe ftreams 
and lines are more or lefs perfeét and direct; 
thefe, however, will be comparatively few, 
and in the fprangles, or moit indireét move- 
ments will be formed the fubftances moft op- 

ofite to the minerals. But I muft not enter 
into this field, it is boundlefs, and the obfer- 
vations which might be made in it would fill 
volumes. é 

It is moft evident, that the folids were 
formed from fluids, all the minerals, ftones 
and various earths, and formed too under an 
operation of this nature. Here it will be pro- 
per to oblerve, that the expanding fluid 
geaching in this direction the vaporous fluid, 
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would not immediately {prangle, but being: 
in full ftrength, it would, for fome diftance, 
enter and make its way through it, by a di- 
ret, an undulatory, anda circling and whirl- 
ing motion, fuch as is called an eddy, This 
may be eafily demontftrated by experiments, 
and this isthe philofophy of the atmofphere 
of the earth: Weiter 
. Farther,” let it be obferved, that as the. 
{prangling of the fluid is evidently owing to. 
its expanding force being refifted, and over- 
powered by obftrudtion, (which obftruétion 
may be chiefly from itfeif, beng too much 
comprefled\by converging to a centre,) it 
will ceafe much fhort of the centre of the 
waters. I have been led to think, that it would 
occupy about the fame {pace or width as that 
of the atmofphere; and, hence, it will be 
found that the folids, or earth, exifting from 
this motion, are formed into an arch over the. 
waters, which will have their place in and, 
under the earth.—This philofophy of the. 
earth is confirmed by the {criptures in their. 
mott literal fenfe. cert 
Moreover, as in this ftate of the fluid is 
the termination of its motion, in this ex- 
panding direftion; to be, as confidered, {till 
progreffing, it will, from hence, commence. 
its return to the grand point of motion, which 
may be called the centre of the fyftem ;— 
which return will be, ina like manner, re- 
verfed, as it reached and entered the waters, 
2. e, firft direct, and then in the lower region. 
of the atmosphere, {prangling and circling 5. 


and, as it rites, circling and vibrating until it 
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leaves the atmosphere. This motion re- 
turning, beyond all doubt, is the philofophy 
ot vegetation: It may be traced 1m the tree, 
root, trunk, and branch;—hence, the root 
fprangles more than the branch; anda trunk 
is formed by the firength with which it firft 
enters the atmo{phere;—the fame returning 
or rifing movement, may be traced in the 
herb, and in every leaf of the foreft and 
{pire of the field. 

In thefe motions, and in their effets and 
fruits, we again contemplate our theory :— 
And this circle of movement being com- 
pleted, whilft the fluid is fill preffed forward 
in the other directions, by new and equal 
f{upplies from the feparating creative fource, 
it muft, in its firft courfe, have tracked a 


third day.., 


Thefe obfervations upon the expanding 
motion, &c. ref{pect the movements and el- 
feGts of the fluid within or below the cir- 
cumference of the Jine of the firll movement. 
Refpeéting its courfe and effects without or 
above this line of the great {phere of creation, 
it may be obferved that, according to our 

rinciple, it mult fomewhere terminate.— 
trom the pofitzons of this fluid, relating to a 
fphere, which are called pojitive and negative, 
it may be concluded, that whenever it 1s put 
into fuch a ftate of aétion, there is a certain 
line from which it is prefling each way, 
which is the very thing we have called ex- 
panding motion; and 1t may alfo be con- 
cluded, that as the circumflance of its lofing 
its expanding power, and terminating in one 
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dire€tion, is the degree of its comprefiiong 
fo the circumftance of lofing it, and termi- 
nating in the other dire€tion, is the degree 
of its expanfion:—And as its termination 
within, forms a world below, fo ts termina- 
tion without, may form a werld above, as 
vaft as the circle of the whole firmament.— 
It may likewife be concluded, from this cir- 
cumftance, that thefe higheft heavens, tho’ 
formed of the fame original element, are, 1a 
difpofition, the moft oppofite to the earth, 
and the moft inconceivably powerful and 
a€live, 

The courfe of the commanding ‘fluid be- 
€oming tranfverfe, and thus returning and 
reaching in every direction, that point in 
the {phere, from whence the feparating and 
alfo expanding motion commenced, which 
is in the middie of the firmament, and is the 
eentre of the fyfiem, a fourth motion will 
then take place—I will call it burnzng mo- 
tion—I mean that motion which is called a 
focus.—This may be fuppofed to be the phi- 
Jofophy of the fun, and being emitted from 
thence, and traverfing fpheres, fuch as have 
been defcribed, it will have its counterpoints 
and angles, in which will take place, in fome 
degree, like operations, that will form alfe 
Juminous bodies. ¥4ye 

Thefe foci will be at unequal, though re- 
gular, diflances, as the according notes in 
mufic—all which again will have their cir- 
cles and interfeéting points; and, therefore, 
their foci innumerable, which may be fup- 


pofed to be the philofophy of the fixed flarss 
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bat which progreffions muft all finally return 
to the prime channel, and become a fecon- 
dary fource of the fluid to the creation. 
' It is evident, that the progreffion frem the 
fun, completes the round of nature, and is 
the uniting link of the chain of movements 
which bind together the ereation ; and, there- 
fore, with this cirele, which is formed by a 
fourth rotation in the firft courfe of move- 
ment, and is the rotation of a fourth day, 
the frame of the heavens and the earth, is 
finifhed. © 
Thofe who have attentively obferved the 
phenomina of circles round the fun, in which 
are bright fpots, (parhelta ) commonly called 
Sun-Dogs, which alfo are inclofed in circles, 
having in them, wherever they interfett, /pots 
or dogs more or lefs bright, according to the- 
brightnefs of thofe enclofed ; but one ever 
diftinguifhed in brightnefs from all the reft: 
I fay, perfons who have confidered this fact, 
refpeéting luminous circles interfeCting each 
other, will not fuppofe that the doétrine of 
the luminaries of heaven being foci of the 
eleric fluid, is irrational or without founda- 
tion: Obfervations may be found upon this ° 
©pinion, concerning the heavenly bedies, in 
Encycloped.. Britannica, and other writings 
referred to in the note, page 21, and which 
ought to be, in fome meafure, originally, 
afcribed to Mr. J. ‘Tytler. | 
As the movement of the fluid, which we 
have termed feparating motion, 1s a progres- 
fion in one direétion, it has been fpoken of 
as forming one cirele; but this muft be un- 
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derftood to bea circle of circles or globes $ 
which accounts for the planets, and explains 
the fitaation and motion of the earth and 
other planets, with refpeét to the fun; and 
this appears to be the cafe with the other pro- 
greflions, that they are circles of circles, as 
nally there is a circle of the whole. Thefe 
particular circles or fpheres, formed in thé 
feparating motion, muft be the number of 
the planets, whatever it be; of which thé 
one half will be formed by the fluid proceed- 
ing from the point where this movement 
began, which I confiderto be nigh to the 
place of the fun, and the other half by its re- 
turning; confequently, every other one will 
be on oppofite fides of the general circle.— 
‘This may, perhaps, account for their ap: 
pearance, which has been fo much wondered 
at, that every other one fhould look more or 
lefs red or fiery.” 
_ This general circle will, doubtlefs, be el« 
hiptical; and it may be demonftrated, by ex- 
periments, that the fluid moving in this mane 
ner, the fpheres or globes fo formed, will be 
generally flatted at the points where they 
communicate with each other; and thofe 
which are in the middle of the general circle, 
will be the largeft. And sbi who are ac 
guainted wih the movements of this fluid; 
will not conceive of its pafling from globe 
to globe, in a fleady motion, but as having 
an interrupted, fuccetlive of pulfive motion. 
Indeed this may be confidefed as the pulfe 
of the creation. NS 
/:n idea of the firfl movement of the fluid, 
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which we call feparating, being 1 this glob- 
ing form, and of its thus embracing the va- 
pours, feems to be fuggefted by the holiow 
and rumbling found of thunder in a cloud, 
which nothing can imitate but the agitation 
of large hollow bodies. This is certainly 
agreeable to that appearance in a thunder 
cloud, commonly called Thunder Heads ;— 
and that the eye is not wholly deceived in 
this appearance is evident, from the circum- 
fiance that when two of thefe globulous 
forms approach each other, and come near 
in contact, there is, ufually, a flafh of light- 
ning: and, it 1s oblerved that, in the fame 
degree, as thele appear agitated, crowded 
together and condenled, the thunder will be 
frequent and heavy. But, if I miftake not, 
the moft common experiments, by an eleciri+ 
‘cal machine, may demonftrate that this fe- 
parating movement of the fluid, is ever in 
this globing manner. ~ : 
‘Such being the movement of the fluid, 
forming the globes, at certain required dift- 
‘ances of aétion; and the fluid pafling from 
“globe to globe in this form, it will not ten 
to move them forward in this direction, 2. e. 
jn the -direétion of their poles; but thefe 
fpheres or globes being formed, and the ex- 
panding or tran{verle movement taking place 
and operating upon their circumference, it 
‘muft caufe them, in this direction, to roll as 
a wheel under the operation of a ftream of 
‘water. Hence, their diurnal motion—and 
being carried forward by a daily progrels, 
which is probably made by each one as far 
A a 
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nearly as the meafure of its whole circumfes — 
tence, they go round the fun, and defcribé 
an annual circle. In this manner, the liné 
of the firft circle is continua!ly changing ;—> 
but, it appears that, on the whole, 1 will 
neither enlarge nor diminilh. saad 
_ Ancient aftronomers were of thé opinion; 
that the planets mutually governed the earth, 
&c. and when their change of relative fitua- 
tion is confidered, in the view of their being 
conductors to each other’of the vital fpirit 
of the creation, this opinion will not’ be 
thought andeferving of attention. | 
And, from the analogy of the cafe, we 
may conclude that an operation takes place 
in each of thefe fpheres or globes, from the 
expanding motion, frmilar to that deferibed 
of the earth; and that the defeription of thé 
formation of the earth given by Mofés, ap4 
plies, for fubftance, to all the planets; ‘and 
therefore it is, that he fo evidently intends 
the great. circle of all thefe’ fpheres, as the’ 
line from whence the waters divided’ from 
the waters, and the firmament’expanded. 
Though the frame of the world was finifh- 
ed by thefe four creative operations, ftill wé 
Took for refults;—for as the firft operation 
led to a fecond, and thefe together produced’ 
a third, and thefe alfo'a fourth, each one in 
glory rilmg above the other, fonie peculiag 
refult muft be expected from the whole) uné 
foiding more expresfly the’ great defign’ of 
the Creator, in the exhibition of the eléry of 
Chriff;—this will be the formation éf the 
uthabitants of the fea “and: air, and of the 
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earth; all which operation will, naturally, 
terminate In one moft. perfect. work ; and 
which, according to the divine theory, is that 
of forming a head to the body, or one capa- 
citated to have dominion over the fifh of the 
fea, and over the fowl of the arr, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
Movements of the eleétric fluid are pro- 
perly called winds—they. are doubtlefs, the 
philofophy of wiads; and the four diftinét 
movements we have defcribed, are thought 
to be meant by the four winds, namedin He- 
brew 4adim, tzapion, darom, and rouach-ha- 
jam, which, in the {cripture, are reprefented 
to be principal agents throughout.the world, 
both in the work of creation and providence. 
. Daniel defcribes the unnatural creatures, 
the montfters of the earth, as being raifed up 
by the four winds, firiwng together. May 
st. not then be concluded, that the natural 
creatures, with mamat their head, 1n all their 
perfection and molt beautiful order. were 
raifed up, according to the divine will, by 
four winds harmonizing together.. May 
this be doubted, when, in the new creation 
or refurre@tion from the dead, as defcribed, 
Ezek. xxxvii. g. this moft wonderful opera- 
tion is afcribed to fuch an agency ? Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon thefe flain, that they may live. 
~~ Qur ears witnefs to the fatt, that a pecu- 
Jiar effe@ is produced by four particular 
xvinds—for fuch.are the four parts of mufic. 
A difcord, of four diftinct founds, which we 
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know are winds or motions of the air, is 
horrible to the fenfes; but an accord is a 
delicious entertainment. This, if I may ex- 

refs my own fenfation, is an harmony of 
harmony; for, as fromtwo according founds 
there refults an harmony, which is a diftiné 
found, and may be called an harmony of ae~ 
cord or agreement ; {o, from four, there is a 
fecondary refult, which may be perceived to, 
be the fame in ratio, or the progrefs of the 
fame theory, and may be called a fecond har- 
mony, or an harmony of harmony. 

That this fecond harmony exifts in the 
fame theory, or triple ratio, we have all a- 
long contemplated, is evident; for the har- 
mony. ofthe perfect accord, is the firft note 
of another oftave, to which, let the accord- 
ing note be added, which makes the four 
parts, and the harmony will again refult — 
This therefore, a// this, is in nature the moft 
wonderful divine emblem; and, undoubted- 
ly, for this reafon, making melody or ac- 
cording founds, is an inflituted fervice of 
God. , o Ohae 

By the grofs corruptions and perverfions. 
which, at the prefent time, are prevalent in 
plalmody, both in the compofitions and per- 
formances, but chiefly in the latter, this re- 
fu't of an harmony in founds, with all its, 
wondertul effeéts, is in a great meafure loft 
for by the numerous and unnatural tranfiti- 
ons of the notes, the rapid and cluflering 
numbers of the movement, and the frequent 
fugeing of the parts, befides numerous ether. 
faults in the compofitions of tunes, very lit- 
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tle room is found for the admiffion cf har- 
mony; and in the performances of mufic, by 
not giving a proper weight and command to 
the firft and governing part, by over{training 
the chords, and by not having the voices ei- 
ther agreeably toned, or properly tuned ; and 
to complete the mifchief, by fillmg and even 
opprefling the ear with found, which 1s called 
filling the houfe, no fuch thing as harmony 
ean exilt, and if it could, there is no room 
in the ear for it to be perceived.—Such, at 
prefent, is the common fiate: of pfalmody 
that, thereby it might be confidered a fort of 
accident for even an attentive perfon to dif- 
cover that harmony is a property of founds. 
Thus, an inflicetion, defigned for an emblem 
of the world of truth and harmony, 1s per- 
verted into an emblem of folly and difcord. 

Tam fenfible that many queflions relative 
to this view of the frame of the creation, are 
here left unanfwered.—It was only here de- 
figned to point out in what general directions, 
it is conceived, that the whole might be tra- 
ced out to be formed by the various progrel- 
fions of one moving fluid; as really as the 
various courfes and windings of a river may 
be traced out to be formed by one {tream of 
waters, When I fay the whole might be traced 
out, I muft be underftood to mean the frame 
of the world; for what the creation is, more 
than its di/pofitton anfwerable to the will of 
God, I prefume not to enquire. 

My only objeét in fuggelting this theory 
of nature, is to bring inte view the frame of 
the heavens and earth, as being originally 
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conftituted of water and by water, according 
to the feriptures; and what may be the pow= 
ers of that wonderful agent in nature, which 
as fo oftenalluded to in theferiptures,as bemg 
ihe voice of the Lord, and figna/ of the divine 
prefence, which is ful/ of majefty, and which, 
to us, is moft apparent in the clouds.) 


ye 


“= 


Creation. 
Whatever is properly built upon a foun- 
dation muft neceffarily harmonize with its 
and whatever properly belongs to’ a head 
mutt neceflarily agree to it—That» which 
does not harmonize and agree cannot pros 
perly be confidered as belonging to a foun- 
dation and head; the doétrine, therefore) of 
the original re@titude and perfection of all 
worlds, refults neceflarily from the truth of 
Chrift, confidered in the preceding Section, 
viz. that ke is the perfect Foundation and 
Head of the whole Creation. © 9 8 
But this doftrine of Chrif’s being confi. 
tuted the Foundation and Head of the whole 
created Univerle, is fupported m the fullett 
manner by the divine record.—ZJn the begins 
ning God created the heavens and the earth, 
Gen. i. 1.—All things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was 
made, John 1, 9.—By him were ail things cre- 
ated that arein heaven, and that are wr earths 
mpble and invifible; whether they be thrones; 


SeRion 2. The original Perfection of the 
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é? dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all 
things were created by him, and for him, Cok. 
¥. 16.—And: it has been fhewn that fuch de- 
-elarations as thefe, that all things were crea- 
ted im Chrift, and that they are by him, and 
of him, and through him, &c. intend that he 
is the Foundation and Head of the Creation; 
for, through faith we underfland that the 
worlds were framed by the Word of God, 
and that the things which are feen were 
made of things which donot appear. 

_ And: having this. Revelation of Chrift, as 
being the perfe€t Foundation and Head, we 
come to the certain knowledge of the origin- 
al uprightnefs and perfeétion of all. created 
beings and things; and this fact of the crea- 
tion has been ever, perceived and contelled 
by all men: who have faith; but as this flate 
of the creation refults wholly from the truth 
of Chrift, we may come to the knowledge of 
it only by the revelation or knowledge of Je- 
fus Chrilt; for, through faith, and that only, 
we underfand that the worlds were framed by 
the Word of God. 

And it ts not iftrange that men, without 
faith—men-who reject the truth of Chrift— 
greatand learned men! have dilputed much, 
whether it be ineonfiflent with the divine 
perfeétion for creatures to have originally 
exifted imperfeét, and fabjett to fuffering; 
for without, the Knowledge of Chnit, as be- 
ing the Foundation and Head of all Worlds, 
we are if utter darknels with refpeét to the 
divine fy ffem, and.candeterwine nothing re~ 
fpetting the conkiflency or inconfilency of 
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any ftate of the creation with the divine pers 
feftions.—So far from being able to deter- 
mine what relations may or may not be fup+ 
pofed to fubfitt, confiftently with the divine 
perfeétions, between God and. creatures § 
what can we determine without the know- 
ledge of Chrift, even with refpect to the di- 
vine attributes themfelves, or one poffible 
relation which God can fuftain towards crea 
tures, or they towards him ?—Rejeéting this 
ground of divine revelation, that the whole 
creation was made under a covenant, or fram- 
ed by a conftitution of union with Chrifts 
and taking the ground of Deifm, we cannot 
fhew the impoffibility of creatures exilling 
originally imperfe@t, nor, if innocent, why 
they might not fuffer; nor can we, upon this 
ground, clear any fubjeét of inquiry concern- 
ing God, and the relations of creatures to 
‘him,which things belong wholly to the fyf- 
tem of faith, ; ey ' 
But, in the light of divine truth it is de- 
monftrable, that no creation could have ex- 
ifted but through a divine medium, and m 
perfect agreement with a divine foundation 
and héad; and that, exifling thus, all worlds 
were neceflarily in the moft exatt harmony, 
and all things continuing inthis original glo+ 
rious ftate, no evil, no fuffering, could pofibly 
exit in the univerfe. ) hee 
The exa&t agreemert of the whole fuper- 
diru€ture with its foundation—the perfeét 
union of all worlds, terreftrial and angelic, 
with their Divine Head, was the fingfe objett 
of the divine pleafure, when God /aw every 
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using that he had made, and behold, it was ve- 
vy good. By this union to the creation, Chriit 
was then, as he now is, the excellence, the 
riches, and the beauty of heaven and earth! 


t 


Seftion 9. The Nature and State of the 
whet An gelas ye | 
_ We underftand that the Angels are Spi- 
rits,.but from this it is not neceffarily infer- 
red that they are immaterial beings; for ma- 
ny material fubflances, which are very pow- 
erful and fubtile, fuch as winds and finer 
juices, on account of their alive and pene- 
trating natures, are called Spirits. It may be 
concluded that the angels were made on the 
fifth and fixth. days of the creation, by the 
fame operations: which produced the fifth of 
the fea, and the fowl of the air, and the beaft 
and cattle and creeping thing of the earth. 
And from many circumftances it appears, 
that there was a certain analogy in this work 
_of peopling both worlds. ‘This indeed feems 
- plainly to be inferred from the defign of the 
Creator refpecting this world; for as Adam, 
as to a realm and dominion which fhould be 
given to him, was to be the figure of Chrilt, 
it was neceflary that his realm and - fubjects 
fhould be a figure of, or,analogous to the 
world of the angels, where Chritt, in the be- 
ginning, creéted his throne, and among whom 
he reigned in his own perfon, as in his natux 
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ral hereditary dominion, and over his pro 
per fubjects. "a i ED 

But material fubftances are inconceivably 
diverfe from each other.—AU fleth ts not the 
fame flefh: but theres one kind of flefh of men, 
another flesh of beafts, another of fifhes, and an- 
other of birds. There are alfo ceiefital bodies, 
and bodies terrefirial: but the glory of the ce- 
leftial 1s one, and the glory of the terreftreal 1s 
another, _ 

We look for the faints to come in the re+ 
furrection with a real human body; chang- 
ed indeed it will be; for thes corrupteble muft 
put on incorruption, and this mortal muft pué 
onimmor tality. Andthe faying fhall be brought 
to pafs that 1s written, Death 1s fwallowed ie 
ia victory? Still it will be abody, and be pel- 
felled of the powers and capacities. which di- 
flinguilh the humam body, as really as in the’ 
prejent late. And a reference to the angels, 
m order to give an idea of the flate of the 
faint’ in the refurreétion;- fuch as that of our 
Lord in his reply to the queftion of the Sad- 
ducees, would fuppofe that the angels have 
bodies which:are, however, of the mott pure’ 
and celeftial'nature.. | is 

That a€live and powerful flate of the air 
and other fubftances, which we eall {pirit, is 
known to exift from a degree of expanfion: 
of the element; how free, then, from every 
thing grofs and heavy—how exceedingly 
pure and fpiritual, quick and commanding, 
muft the powers of that world-be, which took 
its frame from a ftate of the elements juft the’ 
oppofite to that which formed the earth,.and 
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avas conftituted by the fulleft and freeft ac- 
tion of that moft wonderful power, which 
may be properly called the frrength of na- 
ture? , 
The do@rine of Chrift, or of one having 
authority, implies fubjeéts and fervants; the 
natural fubjeéts and fervants of God were 
ahe angels; this is imported, as has been 
fhewn by the name of angel.—And the fiate 
of fubjects and fervants implies a law, which 
is that glorious inftitution commonly called 
the Moral Law; but which, in the {criptures, 
as fimply called the daw, and is comprehend- 
ed in the ten commandments, and the blef- 
fings and curfes given at Mount Sinai.—By 
the law being ordained by angels, and recetv- 
ed by the difpofition of angels, it feems to be 
imported that it was a fyftem derived from 
them, a ftate of things properly their own, 
or an economy conformable to their natural 
condition. a | 
The law is holy, yuft and good; it points 
out precifely the relation which fubfilts be- 
tween the Prince and his fubjeéts, the Lord 
and’ his fervants; it is moit perfect in all 
things. It gives to God the throne, for it ia 
his right to reign; it exalts the Lord as the 
King and rightful Sovereign over all, and 
laces the fubjeét univerfe at the abfolute 
difpofal of his will, Thecreature it claims as 
a fervant, and requires of him all his hearé, 
and all] his fou/, and all his mend, and all his 
trength, to be given to the Lord God—all 
‘chat he is, and all that he has, and all that he 
€an do, to be devoted to him unrefervedly, 
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continually, and without the leaft failure for 
ever. It points out alfo the relations which 
fubfift between the creatures and their fellow 
fubjeéts, and the duties which they feverally 
owe to each other, viz. that each one fhould 
love his neighbor as himfelf, 
This fate, as being under the law, is aglo- 
rious ftate; the angel, or mere fervant. of . 
God, is highly privileged: fora law fo per- 
feét, fo holy, jult and good, to a mind thatis 
ereét and pure, mult afford an ample field of 
divine entertainment; and inkeepingit, there: 
muf{t be great reward; for it cannot fail to 
enlighten, expand and feed the rational ex- 
iflence. Such aftate of aétion mufk be incon= 
ceivably zmproving. This. is intimated in the. 
word, Pfalm civ. 4. Who maketh lis angels 
Spirits. —To ferve a God fo great and glori- 
ous, and to be conftantly employed accord- 
ing to.a law fo exceeding broad, mutt greats 
ly elevate, honor and dignify a creature— 
How did the face of Moles {hine, when, but 
a few days, he was employed in this angelie 
minifiry. | bj 
A creature exifling in fuch a flate hasin- 
terefts and rights; fupport, of courfe, becomes 
his due;. he has a claim to his living, yea, he 
has.a claim to protection from his Lord and 
Mafter.. Moreover, a good fervant or fubjeét 
is entitled to the approbation and favor of his 
prince and fovereign. Thefe are high privi- 
leges! rich interefts! a fupport, fueh as the 
proper world of the angels will afford them, 
mull be bountiful, The hired fervantsin the’ 
houfe of our heavenly Father, have dread ex 
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noughandtofpare; protectionthey areaflured 
of,and the {miles of the good Lord upon them 
mutt be a felicity the moft completely fatisfy- 
ing totheir nature, and perfecting to ali their 
heavenly powers; a felicity, which only they 
who have experienced the favor of Godcan 
know. The righteoufnels of the law 1s a glo- 
rious righteoufnefs, and will endwre and be 
renowned for ever.—Heaven and earth fhall 
pals away, whilft the law {hall be eftablifhed 
and honored, and not one jot or tittle of this 
divine inftitution fhall fail, 

But, with all this felicity and glory, the 
righteoufne/s of the Law could only give to the 
angels the place, the privileges and the dif- 
politions of fervants. The {pirit of adoption, 
the privileges of children, and the inherit- 
ance of fons, could never refult from the molt 
perfect righteoufnels of the law; yea, the 
moft excellent being in the univerfe, who 
{hould do all that the law requires, and re- 
peat the deeds of the whole fy{tem without 
the leaft fault, millions of times, and for mil- 
lions of ages, would be ftill from this fource 
.of perfeciion, atan infinite and unapproach- 
able diftance from the rightcoufie/s of God— 
that righteoulnels which vs upon all them that 
believe, and which entitles the pofleffor to an 
inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift and of 
God, and yields the fruits of the Spirit.— 
Moreover, the law can never make the com- 
ers thereunto perfect, or give them more than 
a precarious ellablifhment. For Mofesdefcrib- 
eth the righteoufne/s which ts of the lav, That 
the man which doth tho/e things fhall live by 
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them. And alfo it is written, Curfed ts every 
‘one that continueth not in all things which are 
zritten in the book of the law to do them— 
This 1s, therefore, in the highelt {tate of the 
comer thereunto, a mount that might be touch- 
ed, and that burneth with fire.-—Hence the 
{pirit of the law, in a greater or lefs degree; 
as that of bondage, and mult neceflarily af- 
fett the minds of thofe who.are under it with 
the bondage of fear; and, therefore, it mutt 
for ever remain difting&t from, and in fome 
relpects ofso/ed to the {pirit of the gofpel, by 
which we cry Abba, Father. 

The fervant, under the law, has no inhe- 
ritance;——he has no righteou{nels laid up for 
Jiim;—no fund in referve;—no provifion ia 
flore;—he earns weil his penny a day; but 
God is never fourd in his debt, for he ree 
ceives his wages every day in full, before the 
fun goes down: and after he has done all 
thofe things which are commanded him, he 
as poor, and has nothing but his hands for hig 
fupport; and he mutt fay, lam an unprofit- 
able fervant: 1 have done that which was my 
duty to do. And if he turn away from his 
righteoufnefs, and commit iniquity, a/l his 
vaghteoufnefs that he hath done fhall not be 
mentioned: In has trefpafs that he hath tref- 
pafed, andin the fin that be hath finned, m 
them fhall he die. 

By thele obfervations, I would not be un- 
derilood to mean that this is the prefent ftate 
ot the angels; on the contrary, the holy an- 
eels are undoubtedly now confirmed, and 
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6ri account of the redemption work of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift; but they are intended to 
fuggeft merely, what was their original and 
natural condition. | 
_ The world of the angels appears to be di- 
vided into four provinces, which are often 
ee out in the epittolary writings, by 
ur diftinét names; and, imthe prophetical, 
by four emblematical things. ‘The apofile, 
fpeaking of the glory of Chrift, fays, that he: 
s exalted in the heavenly places, far above 
ail principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion. Eph.1. a1. Again, Whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were creatcd by him, and 
for num. Col.1. x6. And though thefe names: 
of honour and high diftinétion, may be fup- 
pofed to be given them on account of their 
prefent advanced ftate, yet they feem evi- 
dently to refer to fome natural diftinétions 
that exifted among them. Agreeably to 
this, the apoftle pointing out the enemies’ 
again{ft which we have to contend, befides 
thofe of flefh and blood, or thofe in our own 
nature, named four grand divifions:— For 
we wrefile not againft flefh and blood, but 
againft principalities, again{t powers, againit 
the rulers of the darknefs of this world, a- 
gaint fpiritual wickednefs in high places. 
Bphiowitge:* Fk 
And when the angels are referred to un- 
der certain figns and figures, fuch a divifion' 
may ever be noticed. Ezekiel calls the liv~ 
ing creatures, or rather living beings, which 
he faw in hig vifion, Cherubim, which 1s a 
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name of the angels. And if it be thought: 
that this was a vifion of, uncreated things, 
flill it is agreeable to our theory:and to the — 
-{criptures, to conceive of the worlds as being: 
framed according to thofe eternal things— 
one of which worlds, 1s this of the angels.— 
Thefe cherubim were four in number, and. 
every one had. four faces, each one differ- 
ing; and every one had four wings; and, 
there were four wheels by their fides round 
about them four; and their pofitions were 
fuch as formed a fquare, or four fides. Ze- 
chariah’s vifion of the chariots, with its: in- 
terpretation, greatly confirms this point.—, 
He looked, and behold, there came four chart-, 
ots out from between two mountains, and the 
mountains were mountains of brafs. Jn the 
(firft chariot, were red horfes; and in the fe- 
cond chartot, biack horfes; and in the third 
chariot, while horfes; and in the fourth cha- 
yiot, grifled and bay horfes. Then I anfwered 
and fad unto the angel that talked with me; 
what are thefe my Lord? And the angel an- 
fwered, and faid unto me, Thefe are the four 
fpirits of the heavens, which go forth from 
flanding before the Lord of all the earth. It 
is evident, the angels are here intended; and 
they appear in four fquadrons, which bear 
diftinét marks: and that this is a natural 
diftin@lion, appears by the anfwer of the 
angel Lord, that they are the four fpirets of 
heaven. hy 
In the fanie manner, are the angels repre- 
fented in their miniftry in the New Tefta- 
ment. In the vifion of John, there were 
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Jour béafts round about the throne; which 
bare the fame diftinguifhing marks as the 
four faces of the cherubim, in the vifion of 

_ Ezekiel.—And in the opening of the feals, 
there were feen four horfes, with their riders ; 
one white, another red, the third black, and 
the fourth pale—thefe were miniftering f[pi- 
rits, and the agents of divine providence in 
the earth, and fuch are the angels, Again, 
when the fervants of God were to be fealed, 
John faw four angels ftanding at the four 
corners of the earth, holding the four winds 
of the earth; and when the flaying of the 
men which have not the feal of Ged, was about 
to take place, he hears a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar, which ts before God, 
fang to the fixth angel which had the trum- 
pet, loofe the four angels which are bound in 
the great river Euphrates. And the four an- 
gels were loofed which were prepared for an 
hour, and’a day, and a month, and a year. 
It may alfo be noticed refpecting this army, 
which, in the ftricteft fenfe, muft be under- 
stood to be angels—that they wrought the 
destru@ticn by four powers, viz. by fire, and 
by fmoke, and by brimftone, and by heads 
which were in their tails: for their tails were 
like unto ferpents. 

The church, under the law, being in a fub- 
jet ftate, every thing in the camp of Ifrael 
was ordained at Mount Sinai, according to_ 
the angelic form. The altar was four {quare, © 
with four horns, one at each corner; and it 
was fet up facing to the four winds. A great 
variety of things fe tabernacle, fhewed 
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the fame device; around which this hoft of 
God encamped, in four divifions, one on 
each fide, diftinguifhed by four flandards, 
and moving under four heads or command- 
ers at difting&t founds of the trumpet. It 
would be lengthy to enter into the particu- 
lars of this angelic conftitution. The things 
which belong to men and to angels, are num- 
bered by two, by four and by fix; as thofe 
which belong to the kingdom of righteous- 
nefs, are numbered by three, by five and by 
feven. ; : sila 
Again, the angels, in refpeét to their call- 
ings in the different departments of the di- 
vine government, appéar to be divided into 
two orders, which fome have fuppofed are 
defignated by the names of Cherubim and 
Seraphim; one of which orders are employ- 
ed where ftrength and prowefs is requifite; 
and the other, in matters of miniftry, that 
require intelligence and difpatch. Thus we 
have repeated instances of Michael being 
engaged in arms; as alfo of Gabriel being 
employed on meflages. And when the an- 
gels are referred to in their employments, 
two words are always ufed, which give them - 
a distinct defcription, as in Pfal.civ. Who mak- 
eth the clouds his chartot—who walketh upon 
the wings of the wind, Who maketh his angels 
(forrits; his ministers a flaming fire: both which 
words are understood by the Apostle to the 
Hebrews, as referring to the angels —Of the 
angels he faith, Who maketh lus angels fpirtts, 
and his ministers a flame of fire—Daniel, 
ipeaking of the glory of the Ancient of Days, 
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fays, Thoufand thoufands ministered unto him, 
and ten thoufand times ten thoufand, stood be- 
fore him. And fimilar to this, we have gene- ~ 
rally two enumerations given of the angels, as 
in Pfal. Ixviii. The charzots of God are twenty — 
thoufand, even thoufands of ange/s ; and, Rev. 
v.11, And the number of them was ten thou- 
fand times ten thoufand, and thoufands of 
thoufands.— This idea of there being two or- 
ders of angels is corroborated by the two or- 
ders of ftanding officers which were appoint- 
ed in the Jewifh fate, which wholly accorded 
with the difpofition of angels. 

All this is agreeable to the ftate of Adam, 
in the day that God created man :—Maée 
and female created he them; and bleffed them, 
and called their name Adam. Gen. v. 2.— 
And the government of the world was, at 
- firft, committed to an united head: And God 
fad, let us make man in our image, after our 
likenefs; and let them have dominion, &c.— 
The adminiftration of government requires 
counfel, which cannot be had by one alone; 
and throughout the whole {phere of human 
life, there exifts fuch feparate departments, 
as require at lea{t two, in order to maintain 
the economy. And thus, fays the Preacher, 
Two are better than one; becaufe they have a 
good reward for their labour. For uf they 
fall, the one will hft up his fellow : but wo to 
Aim that ts alone when he falleth; for he hath 
not another to help him up. Again, af two 
lie together, then they have heats but how can 
one be warm a one? Andif one prevart agains 
him, two fhall withftand him; and a thr ee- 
fold cord 1s not quickly broken. 
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Alfo, the dominion of man, by the divine 
charter, confifted of four provinces :—And 
let them have dominion over the fifh of the fea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cat- 
tle, and over every creeping thing that creep- | 
eth upon the earth. Thus was Adam a figure 
of Chrift. And it may be obferved, that an- 
gels are reprefented by the diftinguifhing 
properties of thefe four kinds of creatures; 
as by the deveathan, which is the monfler of 
the deep;—by the eagle, which is the king 
of birds ;—by the ox, whichis diftinguithed 
among cattle;—and by the /ferfent, which 
is the firft of the creeping things. 

Moles, in his account of the creation, dis- 
covers evidently a defign to conneét thefe 
four provinces of creatures with the four firft 
creative operations :—Hence, thofe of the 
waters, he makes the firft province ;—thofe 
of the air the fecond ;—of the earth, the third; 
—and the creeping things, the laft.—It has 
been obferved of the work of creation, that 
there was a progreffion in the operations, 
and that the light of the unfolding divine’ 
will brightened each day ; and the refult of 
each fucceflive movement was flill more and 
more perfect. So, in this view, the fifh, un-. 
doubtedly, are to be confidered as the loweft 
{fpecies of the animal creation;—the birds are 
a higher fpecies;—the cattle are fill more 
perfett;—and the ferpent is defcribed to 
have poffc fled powers of intelligence nearly 
allied to thofe of the rational worlds; and 
being the lalt formed, may be fuppofed the. 
molt perfect of the animal natures, and to. 
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have been the next link in the chain of be- 
ings, to thofe who were capable of moral 
government. The fame remark may be made 
upon the great fucceflive difpenfations of 
divine providence, which, in the {criptures, 
are called days, that they fhine with increas- 
‘ing brightnefs unto the perfect day. 

In the paflages which have been quoted, 
and there are many others in the fame flyle, 
it may be feen that the angelic powers, which 
are the fubjeéts of the throne of heaven, are 
in a fimilar manner conneéted with the four 
winds; the idea of which, as has been nc- 
ticed, feems to have originated in thofe cre- 
ative operations which framed the worlds.— 
To recite only two inftances is fuflicient :— 
Thefe are the four fprrits, or winds of the hea- 
vens, which go forth from flanding before the 
Lord of all the earth. Zech. vi. 5.—And af- 
ter thefe things, J faw four angels flanding om 
the four corners of the earth, holding the jour. 
winds of the earth, that the wind fhould not 
blow on the earth, nor on the fea, nor on any 
tree. Rev. vii.1. And by being thus con- 
neéted, the angels are placed m a_ftrong. 

oint of analogy with thefe lower fubjetts 
of Adam’s empire, 

It may alfo be obferved, that, with the 
winds, the courfes of the waters in the world 
before the flood, appezr to have conformed 
to the fame fystem; for a river went out of 
Eden, and having watered the paradile of A- 
dam, it was parted into four heads. extend- 
ing to the four quarters of theearth; dividing 
thofe realms into four grand depariments, and. 
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forming a natural communication throughout 
the whole dominion. And it may be natur- 
ally inferred, that the grand divifions and 
progreffions in thofe divine operations con- 
ftituting the world, which are traced in the 
courfes of the winds and waters, and in the 
animal natures, and angelic economies, are 
alfo the grounds of the divifion of this world’s 
empire into four. great kingdoms in fuccef- 
fion; which kingdoms are reprefented in pro- 
phecy by diflinét kinds of beafts, and are or- 
dained of God, and limited by the fame laws 
that govern the heavens, and control the fgns 
and /eafons, and the days and years. Ke 

_ lt appears, moreover, that the angels are 
confecrated beings, and that the COREA 


vow of holinefs was laid upon them {oon af- 


ter their creation; their ftate as being under 
the law implies this, and that the altar of 
God was fet up among them; for the idea 
of confecration relates tothe altar; alfo, this. 
is imported by their common name, Angel; 
for wherever the word e/is taken intoaname, 
it fignifies that the perfon or thing is eithe: 
a confecrator, or is confecrated under the 
vows and oath of God, The ground of the. 
flanding of the angels, being .made facred 
under the law, was the fearful circumftance 
that rendered the fin of thofe who fell fo ex- 
ceedingly finful, and gave it fuch firength to, 
their condemnation; and their ianding fin- 
gly and alone on this holy ground, left them 
in a fallen ftate, hopelefs and irrecoverable; 
for, Wo to him that vs alone when he falleth : 
Jor he hath nat another to help him up. 
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Seétion 4, Man created in the Image of 


God, 


The ftate of man when firft created, was 
widely different from that ofthe angels; for 
inftead of being made with the frame, and 
placed in the condition of a fervant, God 
gave him a portion of his own fpirit, and 
thereby capacitated him for dominion; and 
he was affociated with the Lord himfelf in 
the glory of his majefty, and fet up in ftate 
with his Maker over the works of his hands. 
- Chrift is the image of God; and as man 
was created in union with Chrift as the Be- 
ginning, or as the Head and Lord of the Cre- 
ation, he was made in the image of God; in 
his being capacitated with wifdom and know- 
ledge to hold the dominion of the world, 
and being aétually invefted with this fove- 
reign authority; man was made after the f- 
militude of God—fearfully and wonderfully | 
made! His firft ftate was nothing lefs than @ 
partnerfhip with Chrift in the glory of his 
dominion, as far as it refpe€ted the firft crea- 
tion! With fuch an imprefs of majefty he 
was fearfully made, and it is all a matter tru- 
ly wonderful! 

As Chrift was united with the Father by 
the everlafting covenant, fo Adam _ was aflo- 
ciated in a covenant with Chrift; and a# 
Chrift was with the Father a fellow in the 
glory of the eternal world, fo was Adam s 
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partner with Chrift in the glory of the crea- 
tion. Hence, as Chrift, in having by the Spi- 
rit of the Father all the treafures of wifdom 
dnd knowledge; and in bemg fet up in the 
ancient dominion of heaven, was the image 
of God, and the brightne/s of his glory; fo 
Adam, being capacitated by the Spirit of the 
Lerd the Creator for the dominion of the 
world, and fet up in this glory, was en the 
image of God, and was the figure and like- 
nefs of Chrift. In like manner, Chrift having 
become the Head cf the New Creation, and 
being declared the Son of God with power, 
according to the Spurit of Holine/s, by the re- 
furreciton from the dead; and the penitent 
‘finner being brought into union with him by 
we grace of the new covenant, and receiving 
“from him the Holy Ghoft, which is the Spi- 
rit of the new world, he becomes a new crea- 
ture, and puts on the new man, whch is re- 
newed in knowledge, after the image of his new 
Creator. In what clear light does the divine 
theory here open to view! 

The fuppofition that mere creature excel- 
Ience could be the image of God, or. that 
creatures could be faid, with propriety, to be 
in the image.of God on aceount of their own 
raoral righteoufnels, or on any account other 
than their being by an att-of fovereign be- 
neficence united with the divine Word, the 
true and only image of God, is grols folly 
and idolatry; and itis truly aftonifhing that 
this {hould ever be fuppofed by fertous per- 
fons; who have bibles in their hands. When 
(Sod was about to create man, he called hig 
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council, faying, Let us make man in our 
emage, after our lkenefs, &c. And in this de- 
ginning of the unfolding of eternal love, may 
be traced the manifold wifdom of God con- 
cerning the revelation of his Son in the world, 
and the manifeftation of himfelf in the human 
nature.— We have no evidence that the an- 
gels, however perfeét, were created in the 
image of God; on the contrary, by the em- 
phafis that is laid in the f{criptures upon 
man’s being created in the image of God, the 
idea that this glory belonged originally to 
both natures, is ftrongly objefted. 

- Four things appear to be intended in the 
{criptures relative to the image of God, in 
which man was created, viz. his capacity for 
marriage union; his infpiration with the 
breath of life; his being crowned with glory 
and honor, and his being a covenant fubjeét. 
‘Of which things, the two firft, as belonging 
‘to his creation, will be briefly noticed under 
this head; the two laft confifting in atts of 
‘Providence, will be noticed in feparate fec- 
tions. 

» 4. It is faid, So God created man in his own 
émage, in the image of God created he him, 
‘male and female created he them, Gen. 1. 27. 
“Again, In the hkene/s of God made he him: 
‘male and female created he them, chap v. 1, 
2.—By thefe words being fo conneéted, it has 
been underftood that fomething was thereby 
intended relative to the image of God, in 
this circumftance of the formation of the hu- 
man nature; not merely, however, that man 
was created male and female, which does not 
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diftinguifh him from other creatures, but itt 

his capacity for marriage union, which, di- 
- ftinguifhes him from all other created beings. © 
_ The Apoftle, fpeaking of this fubjeét, illuf- 

trates the:relation of hufband and wife, by 
the union that fubfifts between Chrift and 
the church.—E ph, v. Wives, fubmit your/elves 
unto your own apres as unto the Lord.— 
for the hufband ts the head of the wife, even as 
Chroft 1s the head. of the church: And he 1s 
the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as the 
church 1s fubjedt unto Chrift, fo let the wrves 
be unto their own hufbands in every thing.— 
Hufbands, love your wives even as Chrift alfo 
loved the church, and gave himfelf for ct; That 
he might fandiify and cleanfe tt, by the wafhing 
of water by the Word, That he might prefent rt 
to himfelf a glorious church, not having [pot 
or wrinkle, or any fuch thing; but that it 
Should be holy and without blemifh. So ought 
men to love their wives, as their own bodees ; 
he that loveth his wife loveth himfelf. For no 
man ever yet hated his own flefh; out nourifh- 
eth and chervfaeth it, even as the Lord the 
church, For we are members of his body, of his 
ficth, and of his bones. For this caufe fhail a 
man teave his father and mother, and [hall be 
Joined io his wife, and they two fhall be one 
Jieft. This ts a great myftery; but I fpeak of 
Chnift and the church —the marriage un- 
ion, therefore, is fuch as that which fubfifts 
between Chrift and tke church; and it has 
been fhewn, that the union of Chrift and be- 
Nevers, is of the fame nature with that fub- 
hiling between the Father and the Son; and 
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is often ufed in the {criptures to illuftrate 
that glory of the divine nature; in each cafe 
the twain are one. It is then apparent that 
this endowment in the formation of man re- 
fpeéts the great divine myftery of Chrift, who | 
as the image of God. | 
~ Hence it may be inferred, that the bond of 
marriage is of the most facred nature, far fu- 
perior to that of a merely civil institution; 
and, relating fo. particularly to the image of 
God, the violation of it must be criminal in 
the highest degree. The purity of marriage 
is called the holine/s of the Lord which he tov- 
ed, Mal.ii.11. And the arguments to enforce 
it are fuch as thefe, Have we not one Father ? 
Hath not one God created us? And did be not 
make one? Yet had be the refidue of the Spirit: 
and wherefore one? That be might feek a god- 
ly feed: therefore take heed to your Spirit, and 
Jet none deal treacheroufly againft the wife of 
his youth. Jeremiah clofely conneéts this fin 
with that of murder. Way ¢rimme/i thou thy 
way to feck love. Alfoin thy fairts ts found the 
blood of the fouls of the peor innocents, chap. il. 
——Under the law, all profanations of facred 
things were punifbable with death; and as 
marriage was of a facred nature, adultery was 
to be fo punithed ; this matter related to God's 
altar; hence, it was charged upon the viola- 
tors of the marriage covenant, that Uiey had 
profaned the holineis of the Lord; and this 
have ye de again, covering the altar of the 
Lord with tears. 
But, thoug! it be known what is the just 
judgment of Ged in this cafe, it may not be 


212 DrvinE THEORY. 


inferred, that civil magistrates ought there- 
fore to punifh the crime with fuch feverity; 
for a punifhment according to the peculiar 
defert of the fin, in this, and fome other caf- 
es, feems to have been particularly referved 
to the divine province. Whoremongers and a- 
dulterers God will judge.—My objeét in this 
remark is merely to state the nature of the 
fin, and not how it is to be punifhed, 

The reafon afligned fer the divine law, 
Whsfo foeddeth man's blood, by man fhall bis 
blood be fhed, 1s only this; for in the image of 
God made he man.—W bat therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put afunder. 

2. It is alfo faid, when the Lord God had 
formed man of the dust of the ground, that 
he breathed into bis noftrils the breath of life; 
and be became a living foul, Thus man receiv- 
ed immediately from his Maker the vital {pirit 
of the creation; by which breath, fomething 
more is intended than merely animal life, It 
was this that endowed Adam with his vast 
understanding, and distinguifhed him from 
all the other creatures, and gave him a capa- 
city to hold the dominion over them.—So. 
that in this refpeét alfo, man was created in 
the image of God, and Adam was the figure 
of the Lord Christ. : 

This endowment was nothing lefs than an 
infpiration of the Divine Spirit, the power of 
which was fhewn in the {kill with which A+ 
dam gave the name of every creature; for the 
Lord brought them unté him, to fee what he 
wouldcall them; and whatfocver Adam called 
every living creature, that was the name there- 
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of, Names were originally ufed to fignify the 
charaéters or natures of beings and things; 
and, doubtlefs, in Adam’s giving a name to 
every creature, he defignated its nature, and 
this he could do with perfeét precifion, and. 
without the least mistake; for whatfoever A- 
dam called every living creature, that was 
the name thereof. | 
It appears, therefore, that Adam pofleffed 
a certain divine infpiration, by which hecould 
look intuitively into the natures of the crea- 
tures, and difcern at once, even before he had 
ufed or improved them, what were their pow- 
ers, and their ufe and defign.—Indeed, this 
in{piration fo unfolded the reafon of things, 
as led him to take prophetic views of the na- 
tural fate of the creation: this appears by 
his faying, when the woman was brought un- 
to him, /his is now bone of my bones, and 
flefh of tny flefh: She shall be called Woman, be- 
caufe fhe was taken out of Man.— Therefore 
hall a man leave his father and bis mother, and 
cleave unto his wife: and they fnall be one 


Thus was Adam capacitated for the domi- 
nion of the world, It was evidence that Jefus 
was the Chrift, that he knew all men, and need- 
ed not that any fhould teftefy of man: for he 
knew what wasin man: for in this appeared 
his ability to govern and judge the world. 
So Adam needed not to be told what was the 
name or nature of any creature; for at one | 

lance he could difcover tt, and in this was 
manifefted his ability to fiand where he was 
placed by his Maker, in the image of God at 
the head of the creation. 
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And it is evident that the divine breath or 
{pirit given to Adam, was the Spirit of Chrift; 
for In him was hfe, and the life was the light 
of men.— The true light, which hghteth every 
man that cometh onto the world; or, the illu- 
mination which diftinguifhes men from the 
irrational creatures, confifting in zhe breath 
of hfe which was breathed into Adam, is thus 
to be traced to the eternal fource of the di- 
vine word: Accordingly itis faid, Job xxxii. 
8. But there ts a fpirit in man: and the in- 
Nos of the Almighty giveth them under. 

anding, oy 

# It nee however, be carefully obferved, 
that the fpirit of knowledge with which A- 
dam was animated and lightened, was not 
the Spirit of Holinefs; it was merely the 
hight of nature, or a teaching of natural 
things: the felf-denial, and the confolation 
—the teaching to know the Father in duty, 
and to abide in the love of Chrift, given by 
the Holy Ghoft, are things which belong to 
the other world, and conneét only with the 
humiliation and exaltation of Chrift, Thefe 
are the humble portions of the poor in Spi- 
rit—the tranfcendently rich legacies of babes! 

, Adam, though he had a mind that could un- 

“ravel the whole fecret of nature, and cony- 
mand the fea, the air, and the earth, of thefe 
things {till he knew nothing! 

‘The knowledge of the true God is the life 
of rational creatures; this 1s the only proper 
idea which maybe formed of a hong foul, 
or of rational intelligent life. Of this know- 
ledge the Lord Jefus Chrift is the only trea= 
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fury, the fole medium, the beginning and the 
end. This life was given to man, being 
created in the rmage of God, and by the divine 
Spirit endowed with wifdom and knowledge, 
he became a living foul.—But, according to 
the divine theory, in the knowledge of God 
there exilts a great diftinétion, viz. Pirft, the 
knowledge of Chrift as the Beginning, or the 
truth and glory of God unfolded in the crea- 
tion; and, Secondly, the knowledge of Chrift 
as the Servant and Son, or the truth and glo- 
ry of Ged unfolded in the work of redemp- 
tion and in the kingdom of heaven; and it 
will be underftood that the knowledge and 
life of Adam, related merely tothe beginning, 
or to this firft manifeftation of God in the 
light and felicity of nature. 
‘The happinels and glory of Adam, though 
infinitely fhort of the bleffednefs of the faints 
in the kingdom of heaven, was, neverthelels, 
truly the enjoyment of God; and when the 
immenfity of the works of creation are con- 
fidered, and how perfect and harmonious 
were all things in their original fate, and 
that the whole fyftem was full of God; and 
alfo, how man was capacitated to look into 
and furvey every part of the wonderful ftruc- 
ture, and was, as it were, filled with the light 
and glory of the. whole: I fay, when thele 
things are confidered, it is readily perceived, 
that his enjoyment was inconceivably great, 
and that the fource of the happinefs of man, 
in his,innocency, was boundlels. : 
Moreover, it will from hence be diftm- 
guilbed, that the life of Adam, though it con- 
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{ified in the knowledge and enjoyment of the 
ever blefled God, was not however eternal 
life; but, im jts nature, was different from 
that unfpeakab'e gift which, through grace, 1s 
beftowed upon believers; which truth, it has 
been thought, was intimated by the circum- 
fiance of this life of man being breathed in- 
10 his nofir/s. The eternal life is clearly de- 
fined in the fcriptures to confiftin that com- 
mandment of the Father which fent his Son 
Jelus Chrift into the world, including the re- 
ward of his filial obedience. 7 hes zs life eternal, 
that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Fefus Chrift whom thou hafi fent: and this 

knowledge certainly Adam did not poffefs, 
But, being united to God by that divine 
medium of light and knowledge, which is the 
breath of life, man became a living foul, en- 
joying the glory and felicity of his Maker, 
and thereby illuftrating the excellency and 
bleffednefs of the Lord Chrift; and alfo the 
divine benevolence in the appointment of 
him to be the head of the world, and in thus 
raifing up his creatures toa communion with 

~ him in his glory. 


Setion 5. The Sabbath, 

The Ordinance of the Sabbath refpeéts the 
whole doétrine of Chrilt; 1tembraces amply 
the threefold glory of the Beginning, the Ser- 
vant, and the Son, and offers the moft clear 
and perfeét illuftration of the divine theory. 
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The Apollle fpeaking of the Sabbaths enjoin- 
ed by the law, f. ays, they area /hadow of songs 
to come; but the body ts of Chrift, Col. it. 17. 
The Sabbath was inftituted by the Creator, 
upon his finifhing the heavens and the earth, 
and all the hoft of them, after fix days; And 
on the feventh day God ended thé work which he 
had made: and he refted on the feventh day 
from allthis work which he had made. And God 
bleffed the feventh day, and fanétified tt: becaufe 
that in it he had refted from all his work, which 
God created and made. one 
The firft Sabbath refpetted merely the fin- 
ifhing of the work of creation, and the divine 
plealure, in the glory of his eternal purpofe, 
unfolded in the world of nature; and this 
reafon only was then affigned for the fanct- 
fication of the feventh day, that in zt God reft- 
ed from all his work. But.as this work of cre- 
ation was the broad foundation, and every 
way exact beginning of the de/p/ay of Chrift, 
we muft conceive of the divine mind as con- 
templating therein the whole glorious exhi- 
- bition; and that this was, indeed, the holy 
and bleffed ref? of God—the perfect day, which 
opened, as it weré, upon a// his finifhed work, 
And thotigh no mention is made of the 
obfervance of this day being at firft enjoined 
upon men, yet, the knowledge of its being fo 
fantified and bleffed of God, wasa fufficient: 
reafon for its being regarded as an holy and 
blefled day; and there are fome notices of 
its being obferved, in the divifions of time by 
feven days, before the giving of the law, fuch 
as the following; The Lord faid unto Noah, 
|e aes 
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Come thou and all thy houfe into the ark: For 
yet feven days, and I will caufe it to rain ups 
‘on the earth, Gen. vii.—Alfo Noah fent forth 
a dove from him, to fee if the waters were a- 
bated from off the face of the ground. But the 
dove found no reft for the fole of her foot, And 
he flayed yet other {even days, and again he 
fent forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove 
came in to him in the evening, and lo, in her 
mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: fo Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from off the 
earth. And he ftayed yet other feven days, and 
fent forth the dove, which returned not again 
unto him anymore, chap viii.— Jofeph made 
a mourning for his father in the borders of 
Canaan feven days. There is alfo the mention 
of weeks before the law; and fome have fup- 
pofed there was a reference to the Sabbath im 
the account of the offerings of Cain and Abel, 
which are faid to have been made at the end 
of days. Many-events took place in this dif- 

enfation of time, which clearly pointed to 
a Sabbath, and to a Sabbath of Sabbaths; 
fuch as the clean beafts.and: fow!s going into 
the ark by fevens, the terms of Jacob's fervi- - 
ces in Syria,. and the feven plentiful years, 
and the feven years of fansine in Egypt. 

The Fewifh Sabbath refpetted, not only the 
finifhing of the work of creation, but alfo the 
finifhing of the fervice-work of the law, and 
the releaie of God’s people from the bondage 
of a fervice flate, and, therefore, in addition: 
to the reafon of God’s having’ relied from 
his works of creation, which 1s introduced: 
into the fourth commandment; this is.alfoex-. . 
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prefsly given, Keep the fabbath day to fanktify 


at, as the Lord thy God bath commanded thee. 
And remember that thou waft a fervant 2n E- 
gypt, and. that the Lord thy God brougat thee 
out thence, through a mighty hand, and by a 
ftrezched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God 
commanded thee to keep the fabbath day. 
The fervice of Ifrael in Egypt is often ufed 
as a reprefentation of the fervice- work under 
the bondage of the law; as alfo, their deliver- 
ance from that bondage is uled to reprefent 
the great redemption from fin and wrath, by 
our Lord Jefus Chnift. ‘The works of the law 
are properly called our own works, as the 
righteoulnels of thelaw is fitly flyled owr own 
righteoufne/s; for the deeds of the law which 
compofe this righteoufnels, naturally belong 
to the ftate of creatures, and are indilpentfa- 
bly requifite in the fubjetts of moral govern- 
ment; and, therefore, the Apoftle to the He- 
brews, {peaking cof the emancipation of be- 
lievers from the fervice-work of the law, lays, 
He that is entered into bis reft, be alfo bath 
ceased from his own works, as God did from 


Als. 

The Chriftiian Sabbath, together with both 
the forenamed things, refpects alfo the ac- 
complifhment of the Church’s warfare, and 
clofe cf the militant ftate, by a final vittory 
over Sin and Death and all the powers of 
Karth and Hell. This gofpel reft is the per- 
feét day, the Sabbath of Sabbaths; concern- 
ing which itis faid in Ifaiah; Yet avery litle 
while, andthe indignation fale ceafe, and mine 
anger in their deflruction, He fhall fmite the 


ee 
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earth with ihe rod of his mouth, and with thes 
breath of bis lips fhall he flay the wicked. And 
ta that day there fhall be a roct of Feffe, which 
foall fand for an enfignof the people; to it foall 
the Gentiles feek, and his relt, or fabbath /hall 
be glorious. . iter 
In the fourth chapter of Hebrews, the truth 
of the Sabbath is eftablifhed and illuftrated 
in thefe three diftinét relations; once by are- 
ference to the reft which fucceeded the work 
of creation; again, by the promile which was. 
made to the people going out of Egypt; and, 
again by the tribes of HMrael fittmg down in 
Canaan, at the conclufion of the wars of: 
Jocfhua; all which Sabbaths, itis fhewn, were 
clearly fignificant of another day, and look- 
ed forward, and pointed toa future reft. See 
ver. 4. or he /pake in a certain place «f the. 
Seventh day on this wife, and God did reft on 
the feventh day from all his works: and ver. 5s , 
Again, If they shall enter into my refi; which 
manner of expreffion implies that the reft was 
future. And 7th and 8th verfes. Again be li- 
miteth a certain day, faying in David, To-day. 
tf ye will hear his votce, harden not your hearts. 
for if Fefus kad given them ref, then would be. 
nct afierward have {poken of another day. 
There remaineth therefore a reft to the peo~ 
ple of God. And though the obfervance of the. 
Chriftian Sabbath be not exprefsly enjoined, 
as were all things under the law; for it wasa- 
greeable to the nature of that difpenfation, 
which was the fervant flate, that all things 
fhould be laid down by precept, and by line; 
yet there Is no reom to doubt of the obliga~ 
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tion upon us to remember and keep holy the 
Sabbath Day; foreach reafon which was giv- 
en in the law, remains to.us in fall force; 
and anew one is alfo added, which is the 
greatelt and molt binding of all, viz. the tri- 


_.umph of our Lord Jefus Chrift over all his 


and our enemies, by his refurreCtion from 
the dead. If an obligation to obferve the fe- 
venth day might have been inferred with fuf- 
ficient clearnefs, from God’s refling from his 
works, and his blefling and fanétitying that 
day, our obligation to obferve weekly the 
day of the refurreétion of Chrift, which more 


than probable was the fame day, and is pro- 


perly called the Lord’s Day, may be interred 
with double evidence. 


The {cripture chronologies, and the beft af- ; 


tronomical calculations, together witha great 
variety of circumitances relative tothe feventh 
day, have combined to raife a {trong fuppo- 
fition, that the Jewifh Sabbath was not the 
feventh day from the beginning of the crea- 
tion.—lf not a full demonfiration, evidence 
very fatisfactorily has been fhewn, that the 
Jewifh Sabbath was put back one day, and, 
confequently, that the Chriflian Sabbath is 
that feventh day which, from the beginning, 
was bleffedand hallowed. | See Bedfora’s Scr76- 
ture Chronology, demonfti ated by aftronomical 
calculations. | 


As the Sabbath, in thefe feveral difpenta- 


tions, has had certain diftin@t relations, being | 


conneéied more or lefs immediately with the 
unfolding of the divine will, as in the Be- 
ginning, in the Servant, or in the Son; and, 
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therefore, has diftinét reafons annexed to it, 
an{werable to the nature of thefe feveral ex- 
hibitions; like other inftituted ordinances, 
and figns, and emblems of divine truth, 1t 
may, in certain refpetts, be changed and al- 
tered; we fhould, therefore, confider the a- 
zreement between the fign and whatat differ- 
ent times is particularly fignified, and look 
to thefe feveral relations and reafons of the 
inflitution of the Sabbath, to govern our 
views refpeting the time to be obferved, and 
tbe manner of obfervance. 2 
The queftion when the Sabbath dees be- 


gin, whether at fundown or at midnight, 


has arifen chiefly from the fame fource with 
numerous other difputes, which is that of 
blending fubje@ts belonging to the law with 
thofe which belong, diltinétly, to the gofpel. 

That the Jewifh Sabbath began at fun- 
down, or at fix oclock, P, M, is clearly as- 
certained, both by their law and their prac- 
tice. They were exprefsly required to celes 
brate their Sabbath from cven unto even. Lev. 
xxiii. 92. And their brmgtmg their fick to 
Chrilt, to be healed, when the fun did fet, 
Mark i, 92. whilit they fuppofed it was for- 
bidden on the Sabbath, fhews that they be- 


gan and ended their day at the going down 


of the fun; and the Jews do fo practice to 
this time. 

This inflitution and pra€tice accorded, in 
time, With the particular relation and reafon 
of the Jewtih Sabbath, which, as has been 
ihewn, was their ceafing from their labours 
under the Egyptian bondage; and this as @ 


ri 
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type of the great emancipation of the peo- 
we of God from the fervice-work of the 
aw; for it is evident, they ended their fer- 

vice to the Egyptians at even, when they 
retired to their houfes, and {hut themfelves 
within doors, to keep the paffover, And the 
fervice-work of the law was alfo finifhed at the 
eventide, when the bond itfelf,was cancelled, 
being nailed to the crofs by the death of 
Chrift, which took place after three o’clock, 
_ P. M. which was. the time of the offering of 
the evening facrifice, and the time when the 
pafcal lamb was killed. It was at this time 
of the day, that the angel Gabriel delivered 
to Daniel the glorious prediction of the fe- 
venty weeks, Chrift our pafsover, was fa- 
erificed for us, and offered himfelf a {weet- 
{melling favour to God, in the cool of the 
day, and in the evening of the world. | 
- But though there be evidence, that the 

Jewith Sabbath commenced in the evening ; 
and {hould it be alfo admitted, that the firlt 
fabbath began at the evening—that this is the 
natural order of time—and that the evening, 
or night has preceded the day ia the ufual 
reckoning of time—all this will not deter- 
mine the queftion refpeéting the Chrifian 
Sabbath; for this has diftinét relations; and 
if the reafon of the refurreétion of Chrift has 
_ changed the day, it may be fuppofed fuiici- 
ent alfo to alter the time of its beginning and 
ending; and, indeed, the Jewilh Sabbath, &e. 
eonforming in time to its great reafon, and 
commencing when the work to which it re- 
hated was done, inflead of its being an argi 
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ment againft the beginning of the Chriftiait 
Sabbath at the time of the refurreftion, whert 
the glorious victory was completed, it is 
teally an argument in its favour; for cer- 
tainly, the great reafon of our Sabbath, the 
refurrection of our Lord, which 1s the evi- 
dence and earneft of the refurreétion of the 
jult, is one as weighty and commanding as 
thofe which diftinguifhed the Jewifh Sabbath, 
or that which from the begmning rendered 
the feventh day memorable and facred. 
Every circumftance related by the Evan 
_ gelifts, concerning the refurreCtion of Chrift, 
lead us to underftand, that it was in the dead 
of the night, at leaft paft the middle, and 
drawing towards the morning watch;—tho’ 
the fervice of Ifracl in Egypt was finifhed in 
the evening, yet it was not until midnight 
that the deltroying angel went forth, and 
dealt the blow, which made their enemies 
exclaim, we be all dead men. It was in the 
morning, though, it feems, before the cur- 
tains of the night were withdrawn, that they 
ereéted the flandard of Jehovah, affembled 
together, and began to move forward in tri- 
umph, When our Lord had overcome the fharp= 
nefs of death® upon the crols, he undoubted- 
ly became the affailant, entered the domini« 
ons of him who had the power of death, pur- 
fued and approached the foe in his own dark 
citadel; and it may be readily apprehended, 
that the earthquake, accompanying the re- 
furreétion, was from the fhock of that deadly. 


= 


* This very expreflive phrafe was taken from an ancient 
Chrifian hyn, 
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blow given to the head of the ferpent, by all 
the immortal {trength with which our Lord 
rofe from the dead... Like Sampfon, when 
“he arofe at midnight and went out of Gaza, 
carrying away the doors of the gate of the 
city, and the two pofts and the bar, fo the’ 
Lord of Glory arofe, and burft afunder the _ 
bars of death, and led captivity captive. 
The attempt made by Dr. Hopkins, to 
fhewthat “it isas probable,and perhaps more 
“fo,” that the refurrection of Chrift was in 
the evening, foon after funfetteng, as at the 
time ufually taken, can never fucceed.— 
There is not. a fingle circumftance in the 
hiftory of the whole {cene, which does in the 
leaft favour fuch a conjeGture, And in re- 
ply to his query, “Is it not prefumption, 
“and will-worlhip, to begin the Sabbath at 
“ any other time of the day” than f{undown? 
‘It may. be faid, let no man judge us in refpeét 
of the new-moon, or of the fewih Sabbath 
days, which were indeed a fhadow of good 
things to come, but the fubftance is of Chrift, 
With this great reafon of the Chriftian 
Sabbath in view, to fuch as acknowledge the 
refurre€tion of Chrift to bea fufficient ground 
for the change of the Sabbath, from the fe- 
venth to the firft day of the week, there is 
one paflage which, alone, may be thought 
decilive of the prefent queftion, and placés 
it. beyond all controverly, that the evening 
following the firft day of the week, in rela- ° 
tion to our Sabbath, is to be confidered as 
the evening of that day—the text in view ts 


John xx. 19. Then the fame day at evening, 
Bf 
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being the firft day of the week, when the doors 
were fhut, where the difciples were afembled 
for fear of the Fews, came Fefus and ftood in 
the midft, and faid unto them, peace be unto 

ou. According to the view of thofe who 
begin the Sabbath at funfet, the time here 
noted, which was the evening fucceeding the 
firft day of the week, ought to have been 
ealled the next day at evening, being the 


fecond day of the week, This interview of ° 


our blefled Lord with his difciples, muft 
have been at a late hour, long after fundown; 
for that fame evening he had turned in, as 
a traveller for the night, with two of his dis- 
ciples at Emmaus, feven or eight miles dift- 
ant from Jerufalem; and, at fupper, was 
known unto them in breaking of bread, and 


immediately difappeared; when thefe two | 


difciples rofe up, and came to the city, and 


found their brethren and rehearfed to them — 


this event, before the interview took place 
here mentioned by John; whichis faid to be 
on the evening of the fame day with his re- 
furreftion, being the firft day of the week. 
Many circumftances might be given from 
the New Teftament, greatly corroborating 
this evidence; but.as this, together with the 
relation of our Sabbath to the refurretion, 
which we have confidered, has been thought 
fufficient to determine the queftion m favour 
ef its commencing in the morning, and has 
uniformly governed the pra€tice of the’Chri- 
flian Church down to the prefent time, ex- 
eepting a very modern and {mall feét, it is 
deemed unrieceéflary to enlarge, ‘The con- 
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ern which fome have expreffed, that unlefs 
we begin the Sabbath at fundown, we may 
not certainly know of its beginning, may be 
- fafely waved; for the herald trumpet will be 
waking loud. Doubt it not! We fhall all 
hear the midnight cry.* I have here parti- 
cularly noticed Dr. Hopkins, becaule he 
-was, perhaps, the firlt who introduced, in fo 
formal a manner, the obfervance of Saturday 
“evening, or the evening preceding the Sab- 
bath, as an article of Chriftian practice, 

The Hebrews obferved a week of days, 
and a week of weeks, and a.weck of years, 
and a week of feven times feven years. Re- 
markable events alfo, refpecting the king- 
dom of Chrift, are noticed to take place in 
the feventh generation. Thus Enoch, whe 
firlt prophefied of the coming of the Lord 
with ten thoufand of his faints to executejudg- 
ment upon the ungodly, was the feventh from 
Adam;—Eber, who gave the name to the 
holy people, was the /evench from Enoch; 
—lfaac, who was devoted upon the altar, 
was the /eventh from Eber. And from A- 
braham, who was, as it were, the father of a 
new world, in the feventh generation, his feed 
went out of Egypt ;—and there were’ again 
seven generations to David. Matthew com- 
puted the ume from David to the captivity 
into Babylon, to be fourteen generations; and 
again fourteen generations, alter the captivity 
to Chrill, A computation by levens, feventies, 


* The commencing and endinz f the Jewih Sabbath, was 
aotifed by the figaal of blowing 4 rampet 
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&c, appears to govern the annals of the holy 
people; as that of fixes, tens, &c. does the 
times of the Gentiles. And the perfuafion has 
long exifted, even before the Chriftian era, 
that the feventh thoufand years of the world, 
were deftined tobe the perfect day, the jubilee, 
and the great fabbatical year of the creation, 

But though this be the divine counfel, the 
approach of the great day cannot from hence . 
be precifely known; for fuch is the fiate of 
all ancient chronologies, that it cannot, with 
certainty, be determined how long the world 
has already exifted.—The Septuagint Bible, 
which appears to have been ufed generally 
by the writers of the New Teftament, greatly 
exceeds, in its numbers, the common com- 
putations; infomuch, that they could not, 
with judgment, be generally followed.—In 
fome inftances, however, circumftances af- 
ford the flronger probability in favor of its 
enlarged periods. Jofephus, whofe means of 
information refpecting ancient chronology, 
greatly exceeded what any man can now 
have, and whofe induftry and integrity, as a 
hiftorian, cannot be doubted, fays, that * frem 
“the generation of Adam until the deftruc- 
“tion of the firft temple, there were three 
“thoufand five hundred and thirteen years, 
“fix months, and ten days;” and he alfo 
computed the time from this event to the 
birth of Chrift to be fix hundred and thir- 
ty years. According to. which numbers, we » 
are now confiderably edvanced upen the laft 
century of the fix thonfand years.—Dating 
the deftruction of Jerulalem, by the Romans, 
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Jofephus fets down the time fo as to make 
the birth of Chrift a. M. 4145, 1. €- fuppol- 
ing this deftruction to be a. D. 70. 

That Jofephus was accurate in the laft pe- 
riod is clear from the prophecy in Daniel of 
feventy weeks; one week and half a week, 
fucceeding the end of the captivity to thedeath 
of Chrift; half a week, thirty-five years, was 
the time from the birth of our Saviour to his 
death; feventy years elapfed from this vifion 
to the time Ezra was commiffioned by Ar- 
taxerxes; and the remaining time was jult fe- 
ven feventies. Add to thefe the feventy years 
of the captivity, and the time agrees precife- 
ly with Jofephus, viz. fix hundred and thirty 
years from the deftruétion of the firft temple 
to the birth of Chrift. “And Matthew divid- 
ing the number of the generations from Da- 
vid to Chrift equally, at the time of the cap- 
tivity, favors much the enlarged numbers giv. 
en by Jofephus to this firit period, which 
make the two periods more equal, And al- 
fo, the Apoftle to the Galatians, having quo- 
ted the promife made to Abraham when he 
left Haran, at which time he was feventy-five 
years old, and then faying, that this covenant 
of promife was made four hundred and thir- 
ty years before the giving of the law, which ex- 
acily agrees with Jofephus, ereatly {trength- 
ens this part of his chronology; indeed there 
feems to be no room to doubt of Jolephus 
being right as to this period. 

Thefe obfervations, however, are not made 
to fix an era, but to fhew rather that the age 
of the world catinot now, with certainty be 
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determined, and the greater probability ex- 
ifts that the common computation is fome- 
what fhort of the true time. They who follow 
the directions of their Lord, and are watchful 
concerning his appearing, may come to an 
in{truftive knowledge of the appreach of this 
moft folemn event, upon much furer grounds 
than the beft calculations of the age of the 
world; even were it certain that the great 
Sabbath would commence exactly with the 
feven thoufand years. 

In the firft world, one day in feven was ho- 
Jy; and the holinefs of God, the truth of the 
eternal confecration, was there fignified by a 
few other arucles, particularly, that com- 
mandment of the Lord God, which interdic- 
ted the tree of knowledge to be ufed or even 
to be touched; and this was enough to fo- 
lemnize the creation.—But, what! O. what 
will be the purity and folemnity of the com- 
ing world! there, every day will be holy; it 
will be all one Sabbath; every article in that 
world will bear the ftamp of Mount Zion, 
and every creature be clad in the veftments 
of the Lord’s retinue. Jn zhat day fhall there 
be upon the bells of the horfes, HOLINESS UN~ 
FO THE LORD: and the pots in the Lord’s 
houfe /hatl be itke the bowls before the altar.— 
And in that day there fhall be no more the Ca- 
naanue wn le houfe of the Lord of Hofls, 
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Seftion 6. Man crowned with Glory and. 
Honor. . 
As Chrift is called the Image of God on 
account of the expreffion of the divine wall 
in him, one part of which is exprefled in his 
being fet up in the glory of the eternal Ma- 
jefty; fo, according to the ftate of Chrift, man 
thous made in the image of God, he was 
crowned with glory and honor, 

All rational union in the {criptures is con- 
fidered as covenant union more or lefs ex- 
plicit; and the principle of covenant union 
between men and Chrift’being uniformly the 
fame as that of a fellowfhip, partnerfhip, or 
marriage, which places the parties, as to in- 
terelts, upon an equality; confequently, the 
union of Adam with Chrift, as Lord of Cre- 
ation, which is properly called the covenant 
of life, made man the lord of the creation; | 
the fame as the union with the Lord our righ- 
teoufnefs, called the covenant of grace, en- 
titles believers to all the immunities of the © 
holy city, new Jerufalem, and makes the 
church the Lord our righteoufne/s, Jer. xxii. 
16, and by which union all the faithful havea 
right to the diftinguifhing glories of the Head, 
and Lord of the new world, fuch as the re- 
furreéion, and the fe, which, in its nature, 1s 
“eternal; and power, as lords, to triumph o- 
ver death, and five and reign in that world 
in which he liveth and reigueth by his own 
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and his Father’s righteoufnefs, in the execu 
tion of the glorious eternal covenant. 

It appears, therefore, that the exaltation, 
glory and honor of Adam was a matter of 


mere bounty beftowed upon him in the con- 


ftitution of his creation, uniting him with the 
all glorious, all-meritorious Lord of Crea- 
tion, and confifled no more in any inherent 
virtue and merit of his, than the exaltation 
and glory of the redeemed faints in the kimg- 
dom of God, confifts in any holinefs and me- 
rit of theirs; and that without this union he 
could not have enjoyed the honors of a crown 
and the riches of a dominion. Thus we find 
that all glory is of Chrift; he was, and is,and 
is to come, the alone fource of riches, and 
honor, and glory, and bleffing. . 

- Had man been created in a form anfwera- 
ble to the other creatures of God, and had 
he.been placed in the condition of a fubjeé& 
merely, and made a fellow-fervant with the 
angels under the dominion of the Lord of 
heaven and earth, his {tate would have been 
natural; his formation then, together with the, 
whole frame of the univerle, would only have 
manifefled the power, {kill and benevolence 
of the Creator; and there-would have been 
nothing in the human nature myfteriousand 
calculated to excite wonder, more than in 
the nature of the angels. But that man, yef- 
terday the duft of the ground, fhould be made 
in the image of God, and be capacitated for 
dominion; that he {hould. be clothed with 
the robes of majefly, have a crown fet upon 
his head, and be placed over worlds! this 
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hias been a wonder from the beginning, it is 
now, and through the endlefs ages of eterni- 
ty it will never ceafe to be a wonder, 

This is the wonderful fubjeét which is in- 
troduced with fuch pathos and folemnity in 
the eighth Plalm. What ¢s man, that thow art 
mindful of him? aud the fon of man, that thou 
vifiteft him? For thou haft made him a little 
lower than the angels, and haft crowned him 
with glory and honor. Thou madeft him te 
have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
thou haft put all things under his feet: All 

Sheep and oxén, yea, and the beafts of the field: 
The fowl of the air, and the jifh of the fea, and 
whatfoever paffeth through the paths of the feas. 

This.indeed is a deep myftery, a hard quef- 
tion; but it is.opened in the fame Pfalm, at 
leaft, a clue appears to be given to the inte- 
refling anfwer in the words of the firft verfe, 
which are répeated in the laft, where the Ho- 
ly Ghoft fignifies, that this glory and honor 
of Adam arofe from his being, by the fove- 
reign pleafure of his Maker, united to and fet 
up in the glory of Chrift; who is here {poken 
of, as in many other places, under the appel- 
lation of the Lord’s name, from whofe merit 
and excellency all this honor and glory was, 
‘and is ftill to be derived to man; to whom, 
therefore, our whole attention is called, and 
all mutt be afcribed. O Lord our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name 27 all the earth! 
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Seétion 7. The Covenant with Adam. 

* The divine tranfaétion of the explicit co» 
venant with Adam, was calculated merely to 
fhew and perfeét his true ftate by creation. 
It was the exprefs declaration of the truth of 
his exiftence as a living fou/, viz. that he liv- 
ed in union with the Divine Word, on that 
medium his life abfolutely depended; and 
fhould he leave that for any other fuppoled 
medium of knowledge or life, death muft in- 
evitably enfue. —It will be remembered, that 
when we now fpeak of an union of Adam 
with Chrift, the view refpects merely that {tate 
of Chrift which is unfolded in the creation, and 
the life here intended, is that which he thus 
received by the breath of his Creator. 
~ As Chrift was fet up in covenant union 
with the Father, and was the Chrift of God, 
and his name, slory and bleflednefs fubfifted 
in the truth of a rational and divine com- 
patt; and as in fuch an holy relation he was 
the image of God; for Acam, therefore, to 
be the figure of Chrift, and to fland up, as it 
were, in his eftate and glory, as the Beginning 
and Lord of the €reation, and fo'to be in 
the image of God, it was neceflary that he 
fhould be eovenanted with him, and that his 
life, glory and bleflednefs, by virtue of a co- 
venant uaion with his Lord, fhould fubfift 
in the fame divine, facred and rational way. 

Not merely, therefore, as man was to be 
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treated as a moral agent, but in order to per- 
fe€t his flate, as being made in the all-glori-, 
ous image of God, it was, upon this ground, 
neceflary that he {hould be put on trial.— 
This poftion, confiftently with that exalted , 
ftate in which man_ was placed by being alf- 
fociated with Chrift; in which covenant re- 
lation he was deftined to hold cemmunion 
‘with the. Lord himfelf, in the glory of the 
creation; this, 1 fay, could not, in the nature 
of things be avoided; for a covenant necel- 
farily implies an obligation of faith or fideli- 
ty, and covenant fidelity neceflarily implies 
trial; fo that this tranfaciion with Adam, re- 
fulted merely from the glorious and moft 
bountiful conftitution of his creation, and 
was neceflary to carry that conttitution into 
fall effect. 

And itis very evident that the moral a- 
gency of Adam, the exercife of which is fo 
much infifted on by many, in explaining this 
tranfaétion, was zé/e/f conftituted in this co-. 
venant; for, what idea can be formed of mo- 
ral agency, which does not refpeét fome co- 
venant or law? Had man been placed in the, 
fame relation with the angels, their law would 
have given to his condition the folemnity of . 
obligation; but his {tate being entirely differ- 
ent from theirs, this divine mjunction alone 
could fo form his. mind, and make him fub- 
ject to duty and accountable. — 

We find, therefore, this tranfaction very 
fimple, and merely the perfecting of the ftate 
of man by creation, and the manifeitation 
and explicit verbal declaration of that won- 
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derful and fearful circumftance of his form- 
ation, viz. that he was made in the image of 
God, and enjoyed his life and bleflednefs by 
means of a divine medium, and fuch a rae 
tional and facred union with the Creator. So 
firangely has this matter been mifunderftood 
and mifreprefented! and the doétrine of Chrift 
almolt wholly hid, where it may be contem- 
plated in this light of a covenant tranfaétion, 
which affords one of the cleareft illuftrations: 
of the glorious truth, which can poflibly be 
given. 


Section 8. Fhe Tree of Life. 

In many paflages of {cripture, as the Apof,. 
tle obferved of marriage, the knowledge of 
Chrift as to be regardedias a great myflery,: 
and cannot be obtained but by deep refearch, 
and moti diligently comparing {piritual things: 
with {piritual; efpec‘ally thole recording the: 
works and ways of God previous to the fall: 
of man, in which the truth of Chrift is fo con- 

- Cealed, that his inquiring friends have there: 
often palicd him by undifcovered; but inthe 
article of the tree of life, he has been ever 
moft clearly manifetted. : 

The name of this tree, expreflive of its na. 
ture, having in it nothing ambiguous, as had | 
that of the knowledge of good and evil; itbe- 
ing preferred by the word of the Lord, and. 
its influence to preferve the loving foul, and. 
all-fupporting power upon the body, doubts: 
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» jefs known and experienced, raifing it whilft 
enjoyed above all injury, pain and diflolu- 
tion, pointed out molt fignificantly the true 
medium of life; and it was, in its nature, as 
clearly a fign and fymbol, and alfo means to 
Adam, of his living naturaily by Chrilt, as 
the facrament of the Lord’s Supper is to us, 
of our living by him fpiritually. The unbe- 
lief and fiupidity of miftaking the one, is as 
great, and is very fimilar tothat of miflaking 
the other, | . 

The truth ef Chrift, as has been fhewn, 
being of a facramental nature ;—by facra- 
mental, 1 mean relating to a covenant and 
oath ;—God has been pleafed from the be- 
ginning, to fet this eternal truth before men, 
by means of {acraments, or facramental figns 
and emblems, which fland as vifible witnefles 
of life and death, the bleffing and curfing, 
according to the nature of the covenant.— | 
Such were the two trecs diftinguifhed in re- 
lation to the covenant of life, in the paradile 
cof Eden; {uch were alfo the two mountains 
Ebal and Gerizim under the law, and fuch - 
are now. the facraments of the New ‘Tefta- 
ment.—As the worthy partaker of the Holy, 
Supper feedeth upon the dread of life, and im- 
bibeth the quickening /prrit; but, he that 
eateth and. drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh condemnation to himfelf; andas the 
blefling went forth from Gerizim to the obe- 
dient with authority and effeét, and the wrath 
and.curfe from Ebal took hold of the tranf- 
greflor with power and certam execution ; 
fo, the tree of life, as a witnels that man re- 
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maining in innocency fhould live, was invelts 
ed with the power of life, as alfo the other tree 
was invefied with the power of death. Thus 
man was placed upon trial, with both life and 
death fet before him. : ae 

-. This bleffed tree, full of life and vigor, was 
fufficient alane to make a paradife; as the 
emblem and pledge of the firft covenant con- 
stitution, which was a covenant of life, it was 
a provifion all fustaining to the body; and, 
as the vifible nemorial of the truth ef Christy 
xt afforded alfo food to vivify and felicitate 
the mind; in its nature, appearance and ule, 
it anfwered exprefsly to this firft fate of the 
creation, and to fhew forth the glorious cha-' 
yaGter of Chrilt as the Beginning. This is 
fo evident, that it requires no illuitration, 


Seflion g. Tree of knowledge of good and ~ 


evtl. 


For the trial of Adam, and exercife of 
his covenant obligation of fidelity to Chrift, 
as his head and Lord, it was neceflary that 
fome objeét fhould be prefented before him, 
that might be fuppofed a medium of true’ 
happifying knowledge. This was done in- 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evtt: 

And though, for the fake of the trial, the 
fruit of this tree was fet before man, appa- 
rently good for food, in a form moft enticing, | 
and to be defired to make him wz/é, as, in ap- 
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pearance, fairly promifing the ultimate hap- 
pinefs of the foul, and bearing its name, yet 
man was not tempted and deceived by his 
Creator; whil{t, at the fame time, he was 
plainly informed, by the word of the Lord 
God, what the nature of it was, and what 
mu({t immediately follow upon his attempt- 
ing to obtain from hence, notwithflanding its 
good and defirable appearance, either fup- 
port and delight for the body, or improve- 
ment and elevation for the mind, 

He was exprefsly admonifhed concerning 
this tree and its fruit, as being no more than 
the appearance of good; and in the name it 
bore, he was warned of its dangerous nature, 
in that it prefented two oppofite cafes; fo 
that being regarded according to the inter- 
dicting command of God, it was to him ufe- 
ful and good, as thereby he would have the 
‘knowledge of obedience and duty, which is 
the knowledge of Chrift; but in the othes 
cafe, it was evil, as by eating thereof, he 
would know from it what is the bitter fruit. 
of tranfgreflion, and the fatal nature of difo- 
bedience. : 

By the name of this tree, fufficiently de- 
ciphered by the word of the Lord given to 
him, Adam was fully apprized, that if he 
gave it credit, and, againft the word of God, 
prefumed to ufe it for food, or in any way 
as a medium of fupport, life and knowledge, 
he would know, by woful experience, that 
he had loft good, and, not abiding in the, 
knowledge of Chrift, that he had conceived 
evil, adelufion and lie, 


240 ‘DPivine Tuzory. 


- DiftinG, therefore, and oppofite in its na= 
ture, as this tree was from the tree of life, 
ftill, as it fprang up neceflarily in the garden 
of God, from the divine and moft benificent 
operation, which caufed there to grow a treé 
of life, its exiflence, the exiftence of evil, is 
neceflarily cofnprized in the argument of the 
divine theory; for, without fuch means of a 
trial, the covenant union, and the duty, fide- 
lity and glory, which compofe the whole 
doctrine of Chrift, could have never been 
known, and man could: no more have had 
the knowledge of good, than he could have 
had the knowledge of evil. 

O the depth and the height, to which the 
mind is tranfported by the knowledge of 
Chrift! On high, to our view, it garnifheth 
the heavens, and openeth the gates of the 
Lord, mto which the righteous do enter! 
and in the deep, it formeth the crooked fer- 
pent, the dark region of dead things, and them 
that people it! | : 


Seftion 10. Conclufion of the Chapler on 

Creation. acs 
To give a full illuftration of the truth of 
Chrifl, as the beginning of the creation, it 
would be neceflary to trace the argument of 
divine wifdom through all the natural world, 
and offer divine effaysupon all trees, from the 
cedar tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the 
hy flop that [bringeth out of the wall; andalfe 
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in relation to this doétrine, to {peak particu- 
larly of beafts, and of fowl, and of creeping 
thengs, and of fifhes. We are aflured this 
was once done; by the aid, no doubt, of this 
grand clew of wifdom and knowledge, that 
the worlds were framed by the word of God. 
That fuch-a theory of Chrift does pervade 
the creation, and is legibly infcribed in the 
bofom of Heaven, and.on every object be- 
longing to the earth and fea, is a fact which 
every man that cometh into the world ap- 
pears, in fome degree, confcious of; and 
which ought, as the firft ground of convittion, 
to be appealed to by Chrift’s witnefles in all 
the world. The preacher of the everlafling 
gofpel will proclaim unto them that dwell on 
the earth, /ayzng with a loud voice, fear God 
and give glory to him, for the hour of has 
judgment rs come: and worfhip him that made 
heaven and earth, and the fea, andthe foun- 
‘tains of water. 
_ But all that we have propofed, was an il- 
luftration of the divine theory in fuch of the 
leading faéts of the creation, &c. as may efta- 
blifh the principle, unfetter the haman mind 
of the prejudices of falfe principles and mis- 
taken faéls, and give it boldnefs in exploring 
rational, philofophical, {criptural truth:— 
And it is thought, that what has been offer- 
ed; is fufficient to eftablifh this view of the 
great truth, viz, that the creation once exill- 
ed ina ftate of glory and happinels, all an- 
{werable to the firft ftate and primitive glory 
of Chrift, | 
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CHAPTER Ul. 


OF THE APOSTACY. 


a 


Seélion 1. The Fall of Angels. 


A® the fcriptures fo clearly reveal the truth 

of the heaven and the earth being united 
to Chrift by the conftitution of creation; 
and all worlds being framed together upon 
one divine foundation, and fo particularly 
mention the angelic worlds, things znvef- 
ble, thrones, and dominions, and principalt- 
ties and Powers, as being all originally thus 
conftituted :—they alfo reveal, very exprefs- 
ly, that the fin and fall of the apoftate angels 


confilted in breaking off from their founda- 


tion, or not holding to their divine confti- 
tuted head. The angels fell by finning a- 
gaintt Chrift, revealed to them in the con- 
flitution and law of their creation. — - 

Of the devil, the firft rebel and feducer 
of angels and men, it is declared that he was 
a murderer from the beginning, John viil. 44. 
By this expreffion, compared with other 
icriptures in agreement, we underftand that 
his fin, and firlt attempt to feduce others, 
relpected Chrift as the Beginning, the Foun- 
dation and Head of the creation ;—and it is 
immediately added, and abode not in the 
truth. This expreffion eonfirms the fenfe of 
the other—Chrifl is both the beginning and_ 
the truth. The divine declaration, that the 
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devil was a murderer from the beginning, and 
‘aode not in the truth, is a very exprels re- 
velation of the nature of the fin of the devil 
and his angels. : 
The fame thing is expreffed, in much the 
{ame manner, 1 John iil. 8. The devil_finneth 
row the beginning ;—and it is added here, 
For this purpofe the Sen of God was mani; eft- 
ed, that he meght deftroy the works of the devil. 
This .alfo confirms the fentiment, that the 
works of the devil were the feducing of crea- 
cures from Chrift; and therefore his coming 
into the world, and recovering loft creatures 
to himfelf, deflroys the works of the devil. 
But we have a paflage in the epifile of — 
Jude, verle 6, which, though in the fame 
ityle as the foregoing, and refpetts the reve- 
lation of Chrift in the fame remarkable word, 
the beginning, is {till more exprefs—The an- 
gels that kept not their beginning.* This 
fentence is conftru&ed in the fame manner 
as the laft fentence in the preceding verle, 
which refpeéts the people of Ifrael who were 
deftroyed in the wildernefs;—and not holdang 
their berinning, foundation, and head, as evi- 
dently ates the fin of the angels, as not 
believing exprefles the fin of the people who 
perifhed in the wildernefs. The angels fel mae 
yn enproewras not keeping Christ their beginning: 
the people in the wildernefs fell pn wisevosras MOG” 
believing Chrift their angel. Ce 
The devil, in thus breaking off from Chrift 
and feducing others, was a murderer ;—he 
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deftroyed himfelf and all whom he drew af 


ter him;—and inftead of continuing the il- 
Juftrious and rational being he once was, he 
is now ranked with the brute creation, nam- 
ed and defcribed as a dreadful deaf, adragon, 
lion, or dog. as Wires. 

~The change of the charatter of this angel, 
which took place immediately upon his fall, 
from being the Son of the Morning, to that 
of a horrible fiend;—and the change of his. 
condition, from being free in the habitation 
of light, to that of a beaft chained in dark- 
nefs, will illustrate to all eternity the infinite 
worth of Christ, and fhew the abfolute de-. 
pendence of all the excellence and felicity 
of creatures upon him. ; ‘ 


Selion 2. The Fall of Man. 


The devil, having departed from the be-. 
ginning, and become an enemy to the truth, 
immediately determined upon war, if by any 
means he might dethrone his fovereign, and 
overthrow his kingdom; and as man was al- 
fociated, with the Lord Chrift, and ftood with 
Aim in the intereft and on the party of the 
government, zs ground became, as it were, 
the out poft or frontier of the empire, and 
prefented the natural point for commencing 
the attack. : 3 | 

As man was made in the image of God, 
and crowned with zs glory and honor, it 
might be fuppofed that the myfterious char- 
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ter of his dominion extended to an afcendan- | 
cy over the angels; for, indeed, without any 
exception, he was by the Lord God fet over 
the works of his hands; again{ft man, there- 
fore, this proud, difobedient and rebellious 
fpirit rofe up, as againft his lord and fove- 
reion.—And as man had begun to exercife 
the higheft aéts of fovereignty, by giving 
names to the creatures, which were among 
the firft exercifes in a way of adminiftration 
that exifted in the creation; he was confid- 
ered as ftanding fzg/ upon the ground of this 
dominion; fo that, in this his wonderful un- 
ion with Chrift, the reafons are apparent, 
why the devil aimed at man his firft blow. 
And here, again, we may view and admire 
the depth of the divine counfel, that the fame 
circumftance in the {tate of man which occa- 
fioned his overthrow, led to his recovery, viz. 
that the matter which raifed again{ft him an 
enemy, was a caufe of infinite value, and an 
intere{t incommon between him and the Lord 
Chrift, in which the Lord his maker had the 
greateft hare! | ee 
The ferpent, which for powers of intelli- 
ence was above all the beafts of the field, 
was the proper inftrument to be employed 
in carrying this dark defign into effect; for 
which purpofe, the neceflary trial of man, to 
give him the knowledge of truth and obedi- 
ence, according to the good pleafure of God, 
afforded a fair opening. | 
~ From what has been obferved, refpefting a 
certain analogy fubfifting between the fub- 
jects of both worlds, the affociation of this 
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angelic fpirit with the ferpent, may not 
feem fo ftrange: for in fuch a political con- - 
cern, or matter of ftate, whilft the Lord of 
Heaven aflociated with man in the intere({t of 
- the government, a defign of rebellion would 
maturaily lead thofe fubjeéts of the upper 
world to feek a correfpondence abroad, in 
order to draw into their interetl the fubjects 
of this, where immediately the fcene ot ac- 
tion was defigned to commence. : 

And it fhould ever be a warning to all 
who are dillinguifhed for their natural en- 
dowments, not to truft even to fuperior fa- 
gacity and genius; that the moft fubule and 
intelligent of all the creatures of the world, 
was the firft to be drawn into that accurfed 
enterprize, in which he was crufhed to the 
ground and irrecoverably loft; for, though 
the other creatures will be preferved, and en- 
joy at laft the glorious liberty of the children 
of God; yet, by the irrevocable décree of 
Heaven, the ferpent and all his generation 
fhall die, On account of this early connex- 
ion of the arch rebel with the ferpent, and 
alfo of his fubuile and wily charaéter, he him- 
felfis doomed to bear the hateful name of the 
ferpent. es 

Upon this ground, therefore, of the inte- 
eft of the kingdom, and the queflion who 
fhall have the dominion? the war of ages 
firft broke oyt; and notwithftanding the fuc- 
celsful attempts which have been made, in 
thefe Taft days, to conceal! the nature of Je- 
fus Chril’s golpel, and to divert the attention 
oi men from the Hafe of L/rae ta the reftor- 
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ation of the kingdom, to [yflems of mere pie- 
ty, religion and morality; the 4ingdom—the 
doitrine of the kingdom is fill, and to the 
reat day of decifion, will be the point, the 
all-intercfting ground of the folemn contro- 
verly.. And being thus at once affaulted, by 
the fubtilty of the ferpent, and the falfehood 
of the devil, the woman was deceived and 
fell; and by one of the deepeft ftratagems 
that was ever conceived, together with the na- 
tural force of, perhaps, as tempting an ob- 
ject as ever allured the human eye, the man 
alfo was overcome and ruined. ° 
By the fall, man loft the image of God, 
and as neceflarily expired as a living foul, as 
the body expires feparated from air; the 
crown of g/ory and honor fell from his head, 
and he ceafed to be lord of the creation, and 
became like the beafts that perifh, as necella-, 
rily as the breathlefs body lo‘es its glory and 
{trength, and changes into a corple.—This 
event moft ftrikingly illuftrated the all-im- 
portant truth, that all the bleflednels, glory 
and power of creatures arife from their uni- 
on with the bleffed, glorious and almighty 
Word; that fe, and the favor, of God 1s en- 
joyed only through the Lord of Life, the be- 
loved One, who was fet up jrom everlafieng, 
And being thus without ilrength, having 
left the Rock of Ages, nan, and the whole cre- 
ation with him,neceffarily fell ufider the pow- 


~ od 


- er and tyranny of the great enemy the devil, 
who, by the difplacing of Adam, came inand 
took pofleffion of the whole realin, and fetup 


overoman and “all the-creation, the reign ol 


death. - 
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This finifhed what is called the threatening 
to Adam, dying thou fhalt die. Falling trom 
Christ his life, fatan rofe over him armed 
with fower derived from his feparation from 
the only fource of life, and which ts therefore 
called the power of death, and fet up over 
him the dominion of darknefs, tyranny and 
horror, But the darknefs and muifery of the 

ower and reign of the devil in the world; 
f{erves thus to brighten the illustration of the 
light and bleflednefs of the power and reign 
ke Lord of Light and Bleflednefs. 


Section 3. Depraviiy. : 
The doérine of the entire depravity of 
tnan by the fall, properly stated, can admit 
of no difpute but what implies either igno- 
rance or difbeliefof the whole divine fy,stem ; 
for as the uprightnefs and perfection of man 
all confisted in the divine constitution of his 
creation; his being made in the image of 
God; the lofs of this standing in covenant 
union with Christ, must imply a state of to- 
tal and univerfal depravity. ah! 
_ The idea of the covenant of life being part- 
ly broken, and partly kept, or of the divine 
union with Christ being partly lost, and part- 
-ly’retained, has never been advanced; fuch 
a thing Is inconceivable; what was declared. . 
by the word of God, was the most evident 
truth, thatin the day man fhould eat of the 
tree that was the article of the trial of his cos 
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venant fidelity, he fhould die; for, loofing 
‘the breath of life, he must of courfe be a dead 
maa. 

It will alfo be obferved, that the depravity 
“of the fall cannot be contemplated as being 
merely negative, or the lofs of the image of 
God; for this covenant, as fhewn, being of 
the nature of marriage, the breach of it implies 
being joined to another. A feparation Si 
Chrilt can:exilt only by union with an Anti- 
Chrift. An-entire feparation from Chrift, and 
union with the ferpent, being free from righ- 
Si i and filled with alt unrightcou/ne/s, 
is the fearful {tate of the apoftacy; and the 
true ftatement of the cafe is fufficient to fhew, 
that without an almighty intervention, the 
depravity of the fall muft have extended unis 
yerfally through nature, 
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PART Il. 


eS OO 


THE ARCHANGEL: 


- SLLUSTRATING THE TRUTH OF CHRIST AS BEING THE 


HEAD OF THE REDEMPTION-WORLD. 
ees >: a 
CHAPTER I. 


OF THE ELECT ESTABLISHMENT. 
Scion 1. The Union of the elett World arth 
the Beginning. 

“| HOUGH the ele&t eftablifhment did not 

diftinétly open, in our world, till the call 
of Abraham; yet, as the lines were marked 
out in the beginning, and it aétually took 
place in the upper world, immediately upon 


the great apoltacy; from this time we may 


confider the glorious Lord as entering upon 
his mediate ftate, and commencing the work 
of redemption. — 

By the name of archangel, being com- 
pounded of the words beginning and angel, 
we are reminded, that the fcene immediate- 
ly opening will be a twofold exhibition, and 
that views of the fervice-work will be clofely 
eombined with profpeéts of the fame na- 
ture of thole already contemplated; for the 
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whole divine exhibition, being one entire 

work, framed upon one unbroken plan, the 

foregoing is not {hut by the opening of a fol- 

lowing {cene; but the work of exhibiting the 

good, and acceptable, and perfec will of God, - 

A continually proceeding on from glory to 
ory. 

It has already been hinted, that the glory 
of the approaching day will confift se the 
exhibition in one full view of the univerfe, 
of the threefold glory of Chrift, viz. the glo- 
ry of the Beginning, in the moft perfe@ {late 
of the creation; the glory of the angel, in 
the illuftrious proofs of his merit and honor, 
as he will appear covered with the wounds 
and {cars of the faith and patience of the mi- 
litant flate; andthe glory of the Son of God, 
in the open fhew of his vi€ory, by the pre- 
fentment of his trophies in the full affembly 
of the church triumphant. 


Seftion 2. The Divinity of the Archangel. 

In this place, it will be proper to notice 
the {cripture evidence of the divine character. 
of the archangel, and that he is none other 
than the Lord Chrift.—Among the angels of 
God, no doubt, there is a natural hee one, 
whofe proper name i$ Michael, and who, on 
account of his higheft poft and command, 
from their firft eftate, bare.among them the 
diftinguifhing title of archangel; but, upon 
the awful emergency of the breaking out ofa 
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rebellion, when Chrift himfelf ftood forward 
to defend their ground of truth, this mighty. 
angel willingly gave up to him his command, 
his title, and his name; and as Chrift went in 
erfon into the field, as commander-in chief 
of God’s hofts, he was known among them 
by the proper name and title of their Angelic 
Commander. a 
The reprefentations which are made un- 
der this charaéter are fuch, as fometimes lead 
us neceffarily to conceive of the Lord him- 
felf; at other times. however, another diflinét 
erfon is moft naturally underfiood; as in 
1 Thefl. iv, 16. where it is faid, The Lord 
himfelf fhall defcend from heaven with a fhout, 
with the VOICE of the ARCHANGEL: So that 
to explain and reconcile thefe reprefentati- 
ons, it appears neceflary to adopt the above 
hypothefis, that two perfons may be intend- 
ed by this fame name, ; 
Among the evidences, that this glorious 
angel, fo diftinguifhed in the affairs of the ho- 
ly people, is the Lord Chrift, the following 
patlages may be noticed. And the angel of the 
Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
fecond time, And faid, By myfelf have l{worn, 
faith the Lord, jor decaufe thou haft done this 
thing, and haft not withhela thy fon, thine on- 
ly fon: That in bleGing I will blefs thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy feed as the. 
flars of heaven, and as the fand which 1s up- 
on the fea fhore; and thy feed fhall peflefs 
the gate of his enemies; And im thy feed fhall 
all the nations of the earth be blefled; be- 
caufe thou hafl obeyed my voice. Gen. xxii, 


DiviNITY OF THE ARCHANGEL: 258 


a5, 10,19, 18.—The angel which redeemed me 
rom all evil, blefs the lads. Gen. xlvii. 16 — 
“And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
na flame of fire out of the muidft of a bufh: | 
and he looked, and behold the bufa burned with 
fire, and the buh was not confumed.—More- 
‘over he fatd, 1am the God of thy father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Mofes hid his face: for 
he was afraid to look upon God, Exod. m1. 
2—6.—Behold, I fend an angel before thee, to 
keep thee in thy way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared.—Beware of him, 
and obey his voice, provoke him not: for he 
will not pardon your tran{greifions: for my 
name isin him, Exod. xxii. 20, 21.—Andin 
all their affliction he was aylited, and the ane 
gel of his prefence faved them. Ifai. Ixii. 9. 
And they anfwered the angel of the Lord that 
ftood among the myrtte trees, &c. Zech. 1. 11, 
—The prophet called this angel that talked 
with him has Lord. See verfe g. The angel of 
God, whofe Lam, and whom Lferve. A€is xxvil. 
23.—And the angel which I faw fland upon 
the fea, and upon the earth, lified up his hand 
to heaven, and [ware by him that .th for ever 
and ever, that there fhould be time no longer. 
Rev. x. 5, 6.—Hagar called the name of the 
angel that fpake unto her, Thou God feeft me. 
Gen. xvi. 19, And Jacob was called //rael, 
power with God, becaule he had power over the 
angel, and prevailed. Hofea xu, 4.—It may 
be obferved in all thefe inttances, that angel 
is Chrift’s mediate or fervice-name, and refers 
to him as being engaged in the work of re- 
_dempuon. 
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Seftion 9. Eleéizon. 

‘The truth of an ele&ion of God, as has 
‘been fhewn, is founded in the nature of the 
divine principle :—the confecrating and fet- 
ting apart of Chrift as a truftee of the gift of 
‘eternal life, rendered him an eleét head ;— 
and it implies neceflarily, an object of ever- 
Tafting love conneéted with him, as an elect 
body. 

In a cafe of this nature, where an intereft, 
deeded or willed, is, put into the hands of a 
truftee, under heavy and facred bonds, to 
keep it and deliver it over to the party in 
favor of whom the deed or will is made; it 
is moft plain, that fuch heir or heirs muil be 
chofen, fo as to be known and named in the 
deed or teftament. This matter of an elec- 
tion, therefore, exifted in, and is clearly trace- 
able to that eftablifhed fa and glorious firft 
principle, of an eternal covenant tranf{aéti- 
on, But our prefent inquiry relates to the 
divine exhibition, and to the truth of God 
as difclofed in his works. 

_ Though queftions may arife in a rational 
mind, refpecting certain offered fenfes and 
circumfltances of this doétrine, yet the fa@ 
itfelf, of an election of God, is moft clearly 
exhibited, and cannot be doubted by any ra-: 
uonal reflecting mind ;—whieh faét, in the 
prefent view of the fubje&, lies before us in 
the exiltence of a dtvifion in the creation— 
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The word eleGion, is ufed in relation to one 
or more, being feleéted in defign, to be in 
effect teiurated: or fet apart from others.. 
But a divifion in the creation could not 
exift, except by a new divine eftablifhment; 
for, as the ferpent had poflefled himfelf of 
the grand ftream of natural influence, or of 
the whole power of the natural eftablifhment, 
it is plain, that in that ftate, he muit have 
penetrated the whole creation; and angels 
as well as men, muft have funk down toge- 
‘ther under one univerfal flood of apoftacy. 
The ftanding of the holy angels cannot 
be accounted for, confiftently with the doc- 
trine of Chrift, on any other ground than 
this of their bemg e/eéé angels;—and that 
Chrift appeared at the moment of danger, 
opening to them a new fource of life, ac- 
cording to this great diftinétion in the divine 
will, by uniting them to himfelf as the head 
of the ele€t world, and fo dividing them off 
from the reft of the creation, which opened, 
hike an abyfs under their feet; the divine con- 
ftitution of which being now broken up, and 
all its strength and glory laid prostrate be- 
fore the beset conqueror, lan 
Doing this, implies his taking a new form 
anfwerable to the difpofition of angels; hence 
his name of Angel, and allo of Lord of Hosts; 
—for this new establifhment of ele€tion, is 
a war establifhment:—It is the dividing off 
of world against world, and putting between 
them enmity of the most irreconcilable op- 
pofition of principle, Hence war will com- 
mence immediately—ange! will be oppotea 
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to angel—man to man—the powers of hed 
ven confliting—the fea and waves roaring. | 

~ Though Christ did not take the nature o 
angels, yet he took their livery, and fo affo- 
ciated himfelf to them, as to appear among 
them their Capiain and Commander in Chief 3 

putting arms into their hands—arranging 
them under election banners—appointing 
their armies—teaching them {kill—in{piring 
them with courage—and affording them 
strength to refift, repel, and, finally, to van- 
quith what otherwife had been an all-con- 
quering enemy. 

Entering now upon his covenant-fervice, 
a state in which all before him was labour 
and warfare, he cheerfully prepares himfelf 
for the long engagement—puts on the drefs 
of a fervant—affociates with, and makes the 
fervants his companions, to whom his lan- 
guage was not, Come ferve me; but, Come 
ferve with me. Come into the yoke, fellow 
servants, with me—Come ye eleé of God, 
take upon you with me, in my engagement to 
my God and to your God, the willing fhare 
of friends! Fellow-foldiers, come on —it is a 
common caufe! I will make it with you a 
common caule! 

But this establifhment of an intermediate 
world, upon an eleét foundation, is plainly 
the unfolding of the divine principle. It is 
the commencement of the work engaged by 
the everlasting covenant. The doétrine, 
therefore, of an eleétion of angels and men, 
from the foundation ofthe world, even from: 
the eternal inflitution of Chrift, is no more’ 


ELEtrions.? on 
to be denied than is the being of the living 
and true God. The denial of ele€tion can- 
not be feparated from the denial of that di- 
vine covenant-ground, which we have feen 
to be the principle of knowledge, the dilco- 
verable Divine Being and true Godhead. 

Moreover, as this ele& eftablifhment, even 
of the angels of God, was made upon the 
ground of the everlafling engagement of 
Chrift, which, as has been fhewn, was to 
Jay down his life that he might take it again ; 
all the virtue and ftrength of the eftablifh- 
ment mult refult from his Obedience, or co- 
venant, righteousnels. ‘(he angels could not 
have refifted one moment, but by golpel 
arms, Hence it is faid, that Michael and 
his angels overcame the dragon by the blood 
of the Lamb. | Pe 

This eftablifhment was, id the exhibition, 
one att of Chrift’s laying down his life, 2. ¢. 
it comported with, and, in fome degree, 
brought into the view of the angels, his tree 
confent to the divine parental will, requiring 
him to lay down his life; and therefore it 
was, that this a€t afforded them a flanding. 
It is true; it afforded them a {landing only 
as of men on the field of battle; for the vic- 
tory could not be obtained, and the field 
won, until the whole work, att by act, was 
finifhed. And fo it appears from the fcrip- 


tures, that the ferpent was not caft out of 


heaven, until after the death of Jefus. __ 
As Chrift went forward, itep by ftep, in 


his covenant work, the eleét gained, to their 


own view at least, more and more strength; - 


Kk 
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but it is plain from the divine theory, thaé 
the bringing forward of a new establifhment, 
could not vanquifh the enemy ;—this could 
only be done by the diffolution of the old. 

So long, therefore, as the elect faints are 
not entirely changed, and taken off from the 
natural ground, which cannot be the cafe 
whilst they are refident in their earth/y houfe 
of this tabernacle, the watchings and strug- 
gles of warfare are inevitable; whilst thus 
they remain in the natural body, the power 
of the ferpent will be felt; in the nature of 
things, fo long that creeping thing will reach 
and bruife their heel. 


Se€tion 4. A View of the mediate State and 


Covenant Work. 


In entering upon this part of the argument, 
it will be neceffary to take a more particular 
view of the nature of the great fubjeét to be 
illustrated, which is that part of the divine 
will which is unfolded in Christ's mediate 
state and redemption-work. 

The objett of the reqairement of the di« 
vine wil], or commandment of God, was his 
glory; which finithed, is the manifestation 
of God, even the father ; and for God to be 
manifested, Christ must be declared, even the 
Son of God; for it has been fhewn, that the 
character of the Father rs effentially involv- 
ed in that of the son; and, therefore, that 
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work only, which would declare the Son,. 
would manifest the Father, 
But, according to the divine theory, for 
Chrift to be declared the Son of God, he 
muft lay down his life; for to manifeft, in 
duty, the glory of fuch infinite authority, 
the ftoop of obedience mult extend to the- 
loweft point of humiliation, and. embrace 
every poffible circumftance of trial. ; 
And this is the record of God in the holy 
f{criptures, concerning his Son Jefus Chnift, 
that he was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the [pivit of holine/s, by 
the refurrection from the dead. Rom... 4. 
By his laying down his life, his being the Son 
of God was fully fhewn, in refpeét of duty; 
and by his refurrection from the dead, his 
fonthip was fully declared in refpett of pow- 
er. Weare affured; that the full manifeita- 
tion of the fonfhip of Chrilt, is in his being 
the farft begotten of the dead. Rev.1.5, Or 
the firft born from the dead. Col. 1. 18. For 
in the view given of the full proof of his be- 
ing the Son of God, in thefe words, this fact 
of his being the firlt begotten, or firft born 
from the dead, is introduced, And there are 
three that bear witnefs in earth, the Spurit, and 
the Water, and the Blood; and thefe three 
agree wn one. This is fpoken of the mani- 
feitation of the divine principle, or record in 
heaven; the meaning of which is, that thro’ 
the eternal Spirit, or according to the will 
or commandment of God, called in the pas- 
fage jult quoted from Romans, che /pirit of 
Aounefs, the Lord Jefus Chrift laid down his 
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life that he might take it again. And this 
record, borne by three witneffes, is a full 
teltimony. es 

The everlafting and infinitely free divine 
confent, to the everlafting and infinitely bles- 
fed divine will, conftituted the eternal fon- 
{hip and paternity both; and in this junétion 
of paternal and filial love, exifts the eternal 
Spirit of Truth. The manifefation, there- 
fore, of this everlafting love, is the maniles- 
tation of God, even the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoft; and, confequently, muft be 
the object of the covenant work of Chrift, 
and the glory which he fought in coming 
into the world, But we are affured, 1 John 
ii, 16. that his laying down his life for us, 
is the ation whereby we perceive the love of 
ce RES GEARS eee 

Jefus faid, John x. 17. Therefore doth my. 
Father love me, becaufe L lay down my life, 
that I might take tt again. But the Father. 
loved Chrift as his Son and only begotten, 
It is evident, therefore, that in the everlafting 
and infinitely free confent of the divine co- 
venant fubjeét, to lay down his life, that he 
might take it again, is found the eternal and 
infinitely dear character which was the de- 
laghi of the Father, and was embraced in his 
bofom before the world began; and which 
1s fon-gior ified, and made moft blefed for ever. 

Our Lord adced in’ the foliowing verfe, 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay vt down 
of myfeif: Lhave power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take i agaim. This command- 
ment have I veceived of my father.—T his, is 
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the moft exprefs declaration, that the com- 
mandment of the Father, and, therefore, 
Chrift’s covenant work, was to lay down his 
life, that he might take it again; and that, 
herein, the Son is declared, the Father is ma- 
nifefled, and God is glorified in the world, 
So evidently did this work manifeft the fon- 
fhip of Jefus Chrift, that the centurion which 
ftood over againft him, watching his execu- 
tion upon the crofs,a Roman ftranger, a meré 
man of nature, when he faw that he fo cried 
out, and gave up the ghoft, faid, Truly this 
man was the Son of God, 

Again, Por this purpofe was the Son of God 
manrjcfied, that he might deftroy the works of 
the devil.—The deep laid plan of the ferpent 
was, to become an antichrift, and to make an 
antichrilt of the whole creation. Theaccurf- 
ed defign of the devil was nothing lefs than, 
by introducing himfelf into a world which 
vifibly bare the form of the Creator, and was 
conftru€ted upon the plan of his dominion, 
to alfume the form and glory of Chrift, and 
fo to reign upon his throne.—This, by his 
fubtilty, he actually effeéted;—he feduced 
man, and with man, being the head, he fub- 
verted the whole creation, and therein affum- 
ed to himfelf the glory of Chrift as the Be- 
ginning. aA: 

In order, therefore, to deftroy him that had 
the power of death, it was neceflary that Chrift 
fhould change his form, lay down his life, 
and take it again; and thus, by means otf 
death, deftroy the devil, who had poflefled 
himfelf of the world; which, after being fe- 
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duced from its foundation, and living Head, 
was but a vile carcafe, or an immentie fabric 
poffefled by a fell conqueror, 

Had man, and the creatures, continued to 
exift upon the natural principle, and in their 


primitive form, fatan muft have reigned in 


Chrift’s eftate, by the power of all the ele- 
ments, for ever: the mighty powers of the 


- ereation had then been in his hands, an en- 


gine of eternal difhonor to God, and tyran- 
ny over his creatures. O the wifdom of God! 
«} the riches of the divine purpofe! O the 
love of Chrift! In one defign, effected in one 
work, the death of Chrift; behold, in one 
view, the glory of God, the overthrow of fa- 
tan, and the falvation of the world! Hence, 
fometimes, this is the [tyle of the teflimony 
of Chrift Jefus, J have glorified thee on the 
earth, I have finifhed the work which thou gav- 
ef me to do. Sometimes, that for this purpofe 
the Son of God was manifefted, that ie moght 
deftroy the works of the devil, And very ire- 
quently this, that he came into the world 
and died, that the world through him maght be 


faved.—And we have feen, and do teftrfy, that 


the fathor fent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
World. 

For to this end Chrift both died, and rofe, 
and revived, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and ving. Rom. xiv. 9. The meaning 
of which words feems plainly to be this, that 
the end of Chrift’s death and refurre€tion was, 
that he might be Lord of a new, redeemed, 
relurrection world,—/ ims, zt ts written, and 
thus it vehoved Chift to Juffer, and to rife, and 


VIEW OF THE MEDIATE STATE, &c, 26% 


to enter ento his glory. It appears, therefore, 
both from the theory and the {criptures, that 
the good will of God, fo cheerfully engaged 
in by Chrift, was, that he fhould take on him 
the feed of Abraham, the heir of the world; 
and, in the body prepared for him, he fhould 
lay down his life, diffolve all the ties of na- 
ture, and lay in afhes all his glory as the Be- 
ginning, and Head of the firlt creation, cr na-- _ 
tural world; that he might take his life a- 
gain, as the Son of God, the firft begotten of 

the dead, and Head of a new creation, or a 
redeemed, reftored, refurrection world. 

And thus, in the death and refurreétion of 
Chrift, we may contemplate not only the de- 
{troying and rebuilding of the temple of his 
particular body, but alfo that of the whole 
creation; for by this work of the diffolution 
-of the head, is commenced, and infured, that 
of the diffolution of the whole body; as alfo, 
by his refurreétion, is opened to view, andis 
already begun in difpenfation, the radiant 
and immortal fcene of the world of glory. 

Wherefore, we look to fee the wonderful 
exhibition of Chrift’s changing his form, or 
rather of his uniting his divine with the an- 
gelic form, and appearing in the world as the 
archangel; and then, forthe fuffering of death, 
taking abody ; and, finally, expiring by the in- 
ftrument prepared in the wildom of God.— 
This will not all be exhibited at once, but by 
feveral fleps and ftages, as the cloud of glory 
removed from the fanétuary and city, kzek, 
x, &c. which is a pattern of thefe things. | 

It appears, therefore, that the clect world 
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is establifhed upon the foundation of the éver- 
lasting truth and righteoufnefs, which fubs 
fists in the divine, eternal and unchangeable 
expreflion of patertal and filial love, and is 
the fubstance of things hoped for; which 
~ vighteoufne/s of God without the law is mani- 
Jefted, being wrineffed by the law and the pro- 

hets; even the righteoufnels of God, which 
as by faith of Jefus Christ wnto all, and upon 
all them that believe. 


CHAPTER II, 


OF FAITH AND JUSTIFICATION; 


Seftion 1. Farth the Subfance of Things 
hoped for. 
"THE word faith is ufed in the {criptures to 
exprefs the truth of God, concerning the 
kingdom and glory of Christ, in three leves 
ral views, viz, The /ud/ance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not feen, and the 
anticipation of future things; which distin@ 
views of the glorious fubject we fhall confid- 
er feparately. 

The Apostle to the Hebrews, chap. xi. 1, 
gives a plain definition of faith; and though 
it differs greatly from the definitions com- 
monly given, yet, with fome, this will not be 
regarded as light authority, Now fazth ts the 
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fubfiance of things hoped for, the evidence of [ 


things not feen. oes 

Inthe truth of the divine principle, we have 
contemplated an eternal expreflion of the di- 
vine will; which expreffion conftitutes an e- 
ternal. heaven, and is the glory which Chrift 
had with the Father before the world was: 
this is fubfance, and the fubftance of all di- 
vine things; for the things which are feen aré 
temporal; but the things which are not-feen 
are eternal,—All within fight is fhadow, all 
beyond rs fubftance. And for this glory, which 
comprifés all the riches of the kingdom of 
God, believers in Chrift are allowed to hope. 


If it be enquired, why the fubftance of —— an 


things which the believer has in profpeét, is. 
called Faith? the anfwer is, becaufe it exifts 
in covenant truth, and has fo exifted from 
eternity; and covenant truth, with the great 
eft propriety, is called faith, When one co- 
venants with another, and keeps his engage- 
ment, we fay, he has faith, and that he keeps 
his faith; but if he fails to fulfil his folemn 
contraét, it is faid, he is faithlefs, or that he 
has no faith. The word is ufed properly, and 
in the ftri€teft fenfe in relation to covenant 
truth, as in the cafe of nations or ftates, fli- 
pulating with each other in treaties or con- 
ventions, their refpettive negociators and re- 
prefentatives will fay, In faith of which we 
have hereunto fet our names, &c. and if this 
faith be not kept, and the stipulations be not 
fulfilled, the compaét is made void, and the 
party which has broken it, is called a faith-. 
lefs nation, or a faithlefs state. 


Ll 
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- From the views already exhibited, it may 
be feen, that the whole gofpel fystem is a fy{= 
tem of faith; and, whether we look back to 
the glory which Christ had with the Father 
before the world was, or confider the prefent 
‘ difpenfations of the divine will, or look for- 
ward to the glory which believers will enjoy — 
with Christ in his heavenly kingdom, we fee 
the whole comprifed im faith, or the un- 
changeable truth of the eternal convention be- 
tween the Father and Son, | 
The /ubftance of things, which is the ulti- 
mate object of the believer’s hope, is exprefs- 
ed in the fcriptures by a great variety of 
names, all which are wifely chofen.and_ best 
calculated to reprefent its divine nature and 
adorable properties. Becaufe itis a frame of 
things, and a work most fkilfully devifed 
and wrought, itis called a buedding.—We have 
a building of God, an houfe.not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. Becaule of its 
fullnefs, authority and ministrations, it is 
called a kingdom.—Come ye bleffed of my Fa- 
ther, nhertt the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. Becaufe of its fe- 
curity, focial order and its being founded in 
a.compatt, it is called a city.—-For he looked 
Sor acity which hath foundations, whofe burld- 
er and maker 1s God. Becaufe of its holinefs, 
and being the habitation of God, and the 
home and dwelling place of the faints, it is 
called the fanfuary, and true tabernacle which 
the Lord pitched. Becaufe it adorns, covers, 
and gives a character to its proprietor, it is 
called a garment and rebe.-—Waat are thefe. 
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which are arrayed in white robes? Becaule of 
its felicities, {piritual power, and incorrupt- 
able nature, it is called lzfe and immortality. 
—Who hath abolifhed death, and hath brought 
hife and unmmortality to light through the gof- 
pel. Becaufe the whole work is perfect, ac- 
cording to the rule of the perfe€t will of God, 
and guilty finners find a perfe&t ftanding with — 
God, in believing the report of it in the gof- 
pel, it is called righteoufne/s.—Henceforth 
there is latd up for me a crown of righteou/- 
mefs. And becaufe it exifts in covenant 
truth and righteoufnefs, and is evidenced in 
the word of God and teftimony of Jefus 
Chrift, and thereby is anticipated in the 
- minds of believers, and refted upon as their 
hope and portion, it is called fazth. All this 
as the fubftance of things hoped for, 

This fubftance, infinitely rich! beftowed — 
upon believers of free grace, is the reafon 
and ground of their juftification; hence itis 
faid, that God ts not afhamed to be called ther 
God; for he hath prepared for them a city.— 
Ny be juftified by the faith of Chrift, and, to 


juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 


mean the fame thing.—‘ Faith is taken for 
s Chrift and his righteoufnefs, in all thofe 
* paflages where we are faid to be juftified 
* by faith.” (Cruden.)—* Accordingly,” fays 
Dr: Guyfe,” “ to be juftified by the taith of 
‘© Chrift, and to be juftified by Chrilt, are 
* ufed as terms of the fame import.”. And as 
faith is the fubftance of things hoped for; or, 
as all thofe things, exifting in the covenant 
truth of Chrift, are fummed up and exprefs- 
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ed by the word faith; fo, alfo, they are fum- 
med up and expreffed by the word righte- 
oufnefs. Thus it is faid of the city, the holy 
erufalem, which believers lock for, and on 
account of which, it being prepared for them, 
God is not alhamed to be called their God, 
Jer. xxxiit..16, And this 1s the name where- 
with fhe fhall be called, The Lord our Righte- 
oufnefs. 3 | | 
In this view, we contemplate the merzt of 
faith; it is a princely eftate!—Confidered as 
the fubflance of things, it appears fufficient 
to give its poffeffors, whoever they may be, 
the highest..and most honorable standing; 
and to the account of which alone, allthe 
distinguiihing honors and glories of the faints, 
through time and eternity, is to be placed.— 
Should we fee a man refpeétfully noticed by 
the prefident, governor, or prince of a great 
people, we might enguire for the reafon of 
fuch honor; and fhould it be anfwered, that 
he is a man of {cience, or one in high office, 
or that he is rich, and has at command great, 
- funds, the anfwer would fatisfy us.. We per- 
ceive that thefe things have weight and in- 
fluence among men,—Abraham ‘was called 
the friend of Gad, and the reafon is clearly 
alligned, he had faith. And this is a property 
fo fubstantial, the evidence of it is a {cience 
_ fo divine, and to teach it to the world is an 
office fo dignified, that we perceive it is.a 
matter, altogether, to have weight with the 
eternal God, 
‘he unbelieving world have often been 
offended at the distinguilhing names given 
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to believers, as Saints, Friends, and Children 

of God; but when thofe things which God, 

has prepared and laid up for them that love 

him are fully difciofed, now foon to take 

place, it will appear to all, that their honors 

are meetly bestowed, even the unknown ho- 

mors of that day, It will then be feen, that 

the faith of God, as being the fubstance of 
things, has in itfelf an excellence and merit 

to raife the believer above the heavens, to™ 
justify him standing at God’s right hand, and 

to glorify him upon the throne of the eter- 

nal Son. ‘ 

From the views we have taken of the na- 
ture of the divine will, it appears that there 
is a heaven, a kingdom, &c. which belongs 
to the effential glory of God; and 1s infepa- 
rable from his eternal power and Godhead. 
Thefe things, therefore, which believers hope 
for, and on account of which they are jufli- 
fied, are wrought in God, and compole his 
divinity; fothat, being juftified by faith, the 
ground of their juilification is none other 
than God himfelf. The hope of believers is 
raifed by nothing lefs than the promiles which 
God madeunto their Father Abraham, which 
are all comprifed in this, I will be aGod un- 
to thee, and ta thy feed after thee. All the 
exceeding great and precious promiles, are 
fummed up in this promife of hamfelf. This 
is the fubftance of things hoped for—our /2/e 
is hid with Chrift in God. 

In the new heaven and new earth, which 
believers, according to the promife, look for, 
and where all their hopes will be fatished, 
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this promife will be perfe€tly fulfilled, and 
God himfelf fhall be with them, and be their 
God. Who fhall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's eect? It 1s God that juftifieth! And 
not only are they juflified by him, as being 
himielf their judge; but alfo, Jt 1s God that 
jufiifieth, as being himfelf their righteoufnels, 


Section 2, arth, the Evidence of Things 
not feén. | 
The evidence of things not feen, which 
is the word of promife and gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chnift, together with the fub- 
flance of things hoped for, is taken into the 
definition of faith; for the fubffance of things, 
all the treafures of the kingdom of heaven, 
even God himfelf, are invefted in the gofpel 
promife; which, therefore, reprefents truly 
the fubltance of things hoped for, =. 
The promife of God in Chrift Jefus, is of 
the nature of a bond; and it is given, in good 
faith, to the full amount of this infinite fub- 
flance; and the whole inheritance of the 
Father is infalitbly holden by it. For men 
wertly fwear by the greater: and anoath for 
confermation ts to them an end of all firzfe, 
Wherein God, willing more abundantly to fhew 
unto the heirs of promife the immutability of 
his counfel, confirmed at by an oath: That by 
twormmutable things, in which tt was impofh- 
ble for God tole, we might have [trong confo-° 
lation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold up- 


es 
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x: 


Fairy rue Evipence, &c, 27%. 
on the hofie fet before us: Which hope we have 
asananchor of the foul, both fure and ficdfaft, 
and which entereth into that within the vail. 
Heb. vi. Wherefore the evidence of things 
not feen, which we have in the confirmed 


promife of God in Chrift Jefus, may be e- 


iteemed as the fubftance itlelf, and may be 
fafely accounted to the full value of the inte- 
reft fecured in the eternal fellowthip of the 
Father and the Son: and thus to be the hears 
of promife, is nothing lefs than to be heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Chrift, 


The propriety of confidering the evidence - 


of things not feen, as belonging to the defi- 
nition of faith, and the neceflity of connett- 
ing it with the fubftance itfelf, ‘may be illus- 
trated by the nature of bank eftablifhments, 
the operations of which have now become 
very familiar. A fund being eftablifhed and 
fecured in bank, promiffory bills are iffued 
upon the faith of the bank. Thefe bills, from 
a bank of good credit, will pafs currently for. 
cafh, becaufe cath will be given for them at 
the bank, They reprefent the property in 
the fund; and to fo great an amount as the 
bills fpecify, it is invefted in them, and they 
are evidence of that right; therefore they go 
under the fame denomination as the f{pecies 
they reprefent, and are reckoned as fo much 
cath, The promife of God, and the gofpel 
of Jefus Chrift, is heaven’s bank bill; and as 
the fubftance of things hoped for is faith, the 
evidence of things not feen bears the fame 
denomination, and with the greatelt propri- 
#iy is reckoned as faith. 


ae 
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Thee treafures of the unfeen world, the: 

recious things of faith, were all comprised: 
in the reward promifed to Chrift in the co-: 
venant of redemption, whereby he was a/- 
pointed her of all things. By his Father’s 
will, and his own covenant righteoufnels, the 
whole inheritance belongs to him; where- 
fore the promifes are all made out in his 
name, ae the intereft fecured to him for: 
his ufe and advantage for ever. Hence the 
aameof Chrift is ufed toexprefs the unfearch- 
able riches of the promifes; it ands for the: 
whole gofpel, and to. preach Chrift is to 
preach the whole counfel of God: For the 
Son of God Fefus Chrift, who was preached by 
us, even by me, and Sylvanus, and Tymotheus, 
was not yea and nay, but in him was yed.— 
For all the promifis of God in him are yea, 
and in him amen, unto the glory of God by us. 
2 Cor. i. 19,20. As the glory of God is the 
glory of benevolence, the things put into the 
hands of Chrift, both in their nature and in 
their deftination, were liberal things; they 
ail were the things of God’s free {pirit, and 
bare the diftinguifhing infcription of the glo- 
ry of heaven, to de given away; and this, to 
the bleffed Saviour, gave them their higheft 
value, and made them moft perfettly his 
own, that they bore thus the impreflions of 
his own heart, and as the gifts of the God of 
love, of ineftimable price, were deftined to 
the gloty of his grace. His glory, therefore, 
as being full of grace and truth, appears in 
his ability and freenefs to enrich others with 
all riches in himfelf. Vhis, indeed, is the» 
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glory, as of the only begotten of the Father ; 
and thzs he manifelted towards us, by his 
giving himfelf for us. | ey 

The death of Chri operated upon the 
promifes like an indorfement, or the fuper- 
{eription of the name of the owner, upon 
a bond; by which it has a public credit, and 
the right of property in that name is trans-: 
ferred to the ‘bearer or holder, whoever he 
be; or if the matter be confidered in the view, 
of being a will or teftament,.it becomes. of 
force, and ‘the intereft bequeathed paffes to 
the heirs, by the death of the teflator. The ' 
promifes being thus the property of Chrilt 
by his death, were figned over as a charwly to 
the world, with a free invitation to all men 
to come and receive the bounty, with no 
other qualification than that of their being 
needy finners; and with a promile that they 
{hall enjoy, it as their own for ever, upon the 
fimple evidence of their holding faith, or their 
keeping the word of God and the teftimony of 
Fefus Chrift. This evidence is equally free 
for all ;—it is as free for one man as another; 
—it is in its nature as free and unconfined 
4s the air which we breathe: ‘The evidence 
of things not feen, in the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift, can no more be bound than the beams 
of the fun; and is as much a common boun- 
ty, as is the light of day. 


Sing, O ye Heavens—’tis deep and high! . 
More than the waters of the flood! 
Shout, all the earth—behold,’tis nigh! 
It comes unscught, the gift of God! 


Mm 
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‘It is plain, however, that they only who 
receive the evidence of things not feen, and 
keep the faith, can thereby be benefitted.— 
Werea poor man to have prefented him frent 
a wealthy neighbour, his endorfed fecurity 

for a great fum on demand ;—but fhould he 
refufe the favour, or taking it, fhould he de- 
{troy the evidence of the intereft, by tramp- 
ling the bond, with his benefators name up- 
on it, as a worthlefs thing, under his feet, 
what would it profit him ?—If men hate the 
light, and will not come to it; if they fhut 
their eyes,and love darknefs rather than light; 
what will it avail them, that light is come im- 
to the world? In the nature of the cafe, to 
be benefited by the infinite mercy, we muft 
receive that evidence of things not feen, which 
gives a title to the kingdom of heaven, and 
hold it faft, and let no man take our crown. 
By this is meant, that we prize the intereft, 
that we take a hearty fide in the caufe, and 
that by word and by deed, we make the con- 
feflion’ of Jefus Chrift our own. Nothing 
more is neceflary for the poffeffion and enjoy- 
ment of this, than of any other gift; it muff 
be received and kept in hand. And certain- 
ly it is.as much witoin the reach of one man 
to avail himfelf ofthis advantage, as for ano- 
ther ;—one man has as good a warrant to — 
take up the caufe of Chrift, to intereft him- 
felf in it, and fo to make tt his own, as ano- 
ther: and we may be aflured, that none who 
hear the gofpel, will fail of inheritmg the 
bleffing, but thofe ffupid, blind, and profane 
perions who, for the trilles of ume and fenle, 
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will barter a kingdom of righteoufnels, and 
a crown of life. Be 
Jefus'Chrift came into the world to bear. 
witnefs unto the truth, and toconfirm the pro- 
mifes made unto the Fathers; which promiles 
to Abraham, &c. may be fummed up in a 
country anda feed; a country fora poflelli- 
on, and a feed to inherit it; particularly, the 
anointed one, who fhould redeem the. pose 
felon, drive out the enemy, and bring in his 
brethren to inherit it for ever. The truth, 
therefore, contained in the promifes, is the 
truth of the kingdom of Ged; and hence, 
in confirming the promiles, Chrift declared 
and teftified the truth of the kingdom of 
heaven, as in his confeflion before Pontius 
Pilate; and fo gave to the world his evi- 
dence for the truth of God, by the feal of his 
own blood, Whoever, therefore, receives and 
holds this good confeflion and te(timony of 
Jefus Chrift, refpecting the promifed  re- 
‘teemed world, and his and his peoples’ 
kingdom, is an heir of promife; for he re- 
ceives and holds the word of promife, even 
the truth or fatth which was once delivered 
unto the faints; and which is the fealed evi- 
dence, and uncontroverted fecurity of things 
not feen. : 
How different is this righteoufhefs from 
that of the law! and this way of falvauion 
from that of works! By grace are ye faved]. 
Mofes deferibeth the righleoufne/s whach vs of 
the law, That the man which doth thofe things 
fuall live by them. but the righteoujne/s whach 
as of faith, [peaketir on this wife, Say nol ur 


276, * Divine THEORY. 
thy, heart, who fuall afcend into heaven? thas 


2s, to bring Chrift down from above. Or, wha 
Snall defcend into the deep? thatrs, to bring up 
Chrift again from the dead. But what fasth 
wt? The word ts nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart: that 1s, the word of faith 
which we preach, that tf thou fralt confefs with 
thy mouth ihe Lord Fefus, and fhalt belreve: 
an thine heart, that God hath raifed him from 
the dead, thou fhalt be faved. for with the 
beart man believeth unto righteouf/nefs, and 
with the mouth confeffion 1s made unto Jaly 
vairon. | . 

This faving confeflion, embracing the un- 
feen glory of Chrifl, and the power of the 
refurrection world, is precifely the fame that 
was witnelled by the Lord himfelf. Itisthe 
gofpel which was preached by Paul.—At 
Rome, when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him; to whom he expound: - 
ed and teflified the kingdom of God, perfuading 
them concerning Fefus. A€is xxvui. 29,-— 
And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
hired houfe, and received all that came in une 
io him, preaching the kingdom of God, and 
teaching thofe things which concern the Lord 
fefus Carifle..Verles 30,91. ‘This is mani- 
feltly the grand theme of the ancient f{crip- 

‘tures. Paul could boldly appeal to king 
Agrippa, who was well acquainted with the 
ethics and expectations entertained among 
the Jews, that preaching and teflifying in 
this manner, was faying none other things 
than thofe which the prophets and Mofes did 
Jay frould come: That Chript fhould Suffer, 
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and that he fhould be the firft that fhould rife 
JSrom the dead, and fhould fhew light to the 
people and to the Gentiles. And this we fee 
alfo was the hope of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Ifrael; as when, for preaching and teftify- 
ing concerning Jefus and the refurreétion, 
Paul was bound and carried to Rome, he 
‘galled the chief of the Jews together, and 
faid unto them, for this caufe have I called 
Jor you, to fee you, and to fpeak with you: be- 
caufe that for the hope of Lfraet I am bound 
with this chain. | : : 

In the doétrine of the kingdom, therefore, 
the whole divine fyflem is comprifed; and 
by means of this gofpel of Chrift, we are able 
to acquire the molt extenfive knowledge of 
the only true God: Hence, fays Chrilt, He 
that hath feen me, hath feen the Father. And, 
feys the apoftle, lt pleafed the Father, that im 
him fhould all fulne/s dwell, Col.i,19. And 
again, For in him dwelleth all the fulne/s of 
the Godhead bodily. Chap. ii. 9. Difplaying 
the truth of Chrift is, hence, difplaying the 
Godhead; and the preaching among: the 
Gentiles, the unfearchable riches of Chrift, is. 
to make all men fee what ts the fellowfhip of 
the myftery which, from the beginning of the — 
world, hath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Fefus Chrift: To the intent that 
now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, might be known by the church 
the manifold wifdom of God, According to the 
eternal purpose which he purpofed in Chrift 
Fefus our Lord: In whom we have boldnefs 
and acce/s with confidence by the faith of him, 
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Eph. iii. And when we are able to comprehend 
with all faints, what 15 the breadth, and tength, 
and depth, and height ; And to know the love 
of Chrift, which papeth knowledge, we fhall be 
filled with all the fulnels of Gone: 
"God is light, and in himis na darknefs at all; 
and it is the nature of light to ifluminate,— 
Wherefore, with all the fulnefs of God dwell- 
ing in him, 74e Lord is a Sun; and he arifeth 
upon the world with bealing im his beams. As 
all the promifes are in Christ, and heis full 
of the truth of God, his appearing is the ril- 
ing up of she faithful and true witness, and 
must of courfe give the evidence of things 
not feen. And when this light, from the face 
of Jefus, fhineth inthe hearts of men, they 
become /ight in the Lord, children of the light 
and of the day, and /hine as lights in the world ; 
receiving the evidence of 4/e and immortality, 
as the truth is in Jefus, they are conftrained 
irrefiftibly to confels it, and by word and deed 
to give evidence of the divine reality of the 
cofpel to others. True believers are mant/ef- 
ly declared to be the epijtle of Chrift, known and 
read of all men: Ye are my wiinejfes, faith the - 
Lord. bance 
‘The evidence of things not feen is the feed 
of God, brought igtothe world by the Sewer ; 
who thought it more bleffed to give than ta re- 
ceive; to be difperfed abroad, and {own for a 
harvelt of “ife and immortality.—\n the Para- 
ble of the Sower, the feed is faid to be the 
qword, Mark iv. 14, that is the word of God, 
Luke viii. 11. which is 24e word of the king-. 
dow, Natu Xull, 1g. And when this feed 1s 
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fown ina good ground, it beareth fruit, fame 
thirty fold, fome fixty, and fome an hundred —~ 
And as they who receive the light of the Lord, 
are called Jight in the Lord; fo, they who re- 
ceive the feed of God, are themfelves the 
feed or children of God; as in Matth. xiii, 
38. £5 good feed are the children of the king 
dom.; for, in receiving this word ef life, they 
are regenerated and born of it, and fo become 
the children of God by faith.—Being born a- 
gain not of corruptible feed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which biveth and abideih 
jor ever. ‘1 Peter i. 29, ae 
~ As this evidence may be fummed up in the 
refwrrettion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, this a- 
Tone is formetimes confidered as the life-giv- 
ing power, and feed of immortal glory; asin 
1 Peter 1.9, 4. Bleffed be the God and Father 
af our Lord Fejus Chrift, which, according co 
bis abundant mercy, hath begotten us again un 
fo a lively bope, by the refurreQion of Jefus’ 
Chrift from the dead, to an tuberitance incor 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not a 
way, referved in beaven for you. | . 
They, in whole hearts the fpirit of error 
and tranfgreflion worketh, are properly ftyl- 
éd the feed of the ferpent, and chiliren of the 
wicked one; for, Who is a liar, but he that de- 
nieth that Fefus is the Chrift? This is the feed 
from whence is the offspring of the devil, 
who abode wot in the truth, becaufe there ts no 
truth ia him; and when be fpeaketh a lie, be 
peaketh of bis own; for he is a liar; and the 
father of it. So on the other hand, they who 
receive the feed or word of the kingdom, are 
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with propriety confidered as being of jezreel, 
the feed of God; for they are of the truth, and 
the truth is of the Father; therefore, Who/o-. 
ever believeth that Fefus is the Chrifits born of 
God. 1 Johnv.1, And, as wickedne/s pro- 
_ ccedeth from the wicked, they who are of the 
devit will do his lufts; fow his errors, and 
propagate his lies; and, in fome way or o- 
ther, will be engaged againft Chrilt; fo like- 
wife, they who are of God will do the truth, 
confefs and propagate it, and, as workers to- 
gether with Chri, they will themfelves be- 
come fowers of the feed of the kingdom; and 
thus, in the very deed, will {hare in the blel- 
fednefs of the liberal man, who 4ath di/perf= 
ed, who hath given to the poor, whole righte~ 
oufnefs endureth for ever. : , 

As the hufbandman by fowing his feéd pre- 
ferves it, which otherwile would be confum- 
ed and loft, whilft, at the fame time, the en- 
creafe of. it affords him fuftenance; fo, the 
righteou{nefs of him who difperfeth, or foweth 
the word, being the righteoufne/s of faith, con- 
fifting in the feed itfelf, remameth for ever.—. 
For unto every one that hath fhall be given, and 
be foall have abundance: but from bim that 
hath not foall be taken away, even that which. 
be hata.—I will_hear, faith the Lord, I will 
hear the heavens; and they hall hear the earth; 
and the earth {hail bear the corn, and the wine,’ 
and the cil; and they fhall bear jezreel. 

This word of the kingdom, and evidence 
of things not feen, is the grain of muftard-jeed, 
whith a man fowed in his field; and which, 
in the ftate of feed, is very fmall, but, in its 
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growth, becometh great, fo that the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the boughs there- 
of.—It is the leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three meafures of meal, until the 
whole was leavened.—It is a treafure hid in 
a field, the which when a man. hath found, 
he hideth, and, for joy thereof, goeth and 
felleth all.that he hath, and buyeth that field. 
—It is the pearl of great price, which the: 
wife merchant-man, when he had found it, 
efteeming it better than the merchandize of 
filver, and the gain of it more to be defired 
_ than fine gold, went and fold all that he had, 
and bought it. Itis a net that was caft into 
the fea, and gathered of every kind; which, 
when it was full, they drew to fhore, and fat 
down, and gathered the good into veflels, but 
caft the bad away.—lIt is the good vineyard, 

ielding a thoufand fold, which is let out to 
Cant aai: who muft render to the owner 
the fruits thereof in their feafons—Such are 
the goods of the great Houfeholder, commit- 
ted to the care and improvement of his flew- 
ards, who mult give to their Lorda firict 
account of their itewardfhip, in which it is 
required that a man be found faith/ul.—And 
of this nature alfo. are the talents which the 
nobleman, travelling into a far country, gave 
to his own fervants to eccupy in his ablence; 
and for the wife and faithful improvement of 
which they will be reckoned with, when, hav- 
ing received for himfelf a kingdom, he {hall 
return. to deftroy his citizens that hated him, 
and faid, we will not have this man to reign 
ever us; together with the wicked fervant, 
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who mifimproves his money; and to fharé — 
out cities to them who love him, and have 
been faithful in a few things. 
This is the’ living bread which came down 
from heaven, of which if any man eat, he 
fhall live for ever.’ And becaufe it is brought 
forth and given to the world in the death 
and Pepienty it of the Lord Jefus Chrift, he 
{aid to the Jews, Whofo eateth my fle/h, and drink= 
eth my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raife him 
up at the laft day. For my fle/h is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed.—He that eateth my fle/h, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him.—As the living Father hath fent me, and I 
live by the Father: fo he that cateth me, even he 
fnall live by me. This ts the bread which came down 
from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead: hs that eateth of this bread fall live 
for ever.—It is the living water which Chrift 
giveth to them who afketh of him; of which 
whofoever drinketh fhall never thirft; but it 
Shall be in him a well of water [pringing up in- 
“to everlafting life. And this is that immortal 
principle in the children of God, which, in 
their darkeft and heavieft hours, holds their 
hearts waking, and forbids them to fleep as 
do others, On account of this never-failing 
principle, they cannot fin as do others. Who- 
foever ts born of God doth not commit An; for 
his feed rematneth in him: and he cannot fin 
becaufe he ts born of God. John in, g. that is, 
according to the view here taken of fin, he 
that is born of God cannot ceafe to love 
Chrift, neither can he hate his brother.— Pe= 
ter, though toffed by the power of fatan as 
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in a fieve, and his own righteoufnefs flew a- 
way like chaff, was yet faved as a grain of 
wheat; for his faith failed not; his watch- 
fulnefs failed—his good conduét failed—his 
morality failed—his virtue failed; but, under 
_ the gloom of fo heavy a night, and the panic 
of fuch a furprifing temptation; his drowfi- 
nefs, his rafhnefs, and his timidity; his de- 
nying that he was with Jefus of Galilee, with 
his curfing and {wearing that he knew not 
the man; though they concealed, they did 
not extinguilh the yearning of his bowels for 
his fufferng Lord.—A fentiment that mo- 
ment exifted in his heart, which bound up his 
foul with the life of Chrift. Peter never ceal- 
ed to love jets: yea, this feed of God in 
the heart of a believer, howfoever fora mo- 
ment it may be depreffed; in the ftrength of | 
its incorruptible nature, and in its certain ef- 
‘feéts, is infinitely an over-match for all the 
enticements of life, or the terrors of death, or 
any other poffible temptation of earth er hell. 

The fowls of the air may pluck away the 
feed that falleth, and lieth uncovered by the 
way-fide; the fun, when it ts high, will fcorch 
its tender blades, when it fpringeth up in fto- 
ny ground, and has no deepneis of earth for 
a root; and the thorns will choke and render 
unfruitful that which is fown among them in 
ground not broken up; but, when It Is re- 
ceived into an humble, a broken and contrite 
heart, it will not fail to {trike a root too deep 
for fatan to find, and his cropping the blade, 
willonly caufe 1t to grow with more ftrength. 
The heat of tribulation or perfecution, fo far 
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from deftroying, will improve its growth, an 
quicken and force forward its blefled harveft; 
and the cares of this world, and the deceit- 
fulnefs of riches, and the lufts of other things, 
inftead of overgrowing, will themfelves be 
overgrown and ilifled by it. In an humble and 
regenerate heart, the word of the kingdom 
is _fevereten, and will as certainly live and 
reign, as that the Lord Jefus will live and 
hold the empire of the world to come—The 
regenerate heart is a part of that new world. 
Being born of the word of God implies, 
that the heart is changed and affimilated to 
the divine nature;-and, therefore, he that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God, hath the witne/s, 
or the evidence of things not feen an hamfelf ;. 
he has a knowledge of the reality and glory 
of eternal things, not merely from their ex- 
ternal evidences, but in tafling and experi- 
encing their divine nature. The truth, as it 
is thewn in the death and refurreétion of 
Chrift is in the fecret of his foul; for his dy- 
ing love is {hed abroad in his heart, and he is 
allo quickened by the power that raifed him 
up from the dead. And, as in nature, things 
aitraGt tothemfelves; and, inthe moral world, 
we obferve, according to the proverb, that 
like loves ike; fo the new-born foul will thirft 
for God, for the living God, and alpire to 
rife to the iu enjoyment of its better por= 
tion. ; ; 
rs to the ocean run, 
Nor stay in all their course; 
Fires ascending seek the sun; 


\* Eoth speed theni to their sources 
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** So a soul that’s born of God, 

** Pants to view his lovely face; 
‘+ Upward tends to his abode, 

“¢ To rest in his embrace.” 


This evidence, irrefiflible in the minds of 
all who are effectually called, will neceflarily 
feparate them from this world; for haying 
{een the promifes afar off, and being perfuad- 
ed of them, and embracing them, they will 
confefs that they are flrangers and pilgrims 
on the earth, or they that fay fuch things 
declare plainly that they feek a country. And 
truly, with thefe things in view, this world 
mult appear an object undefirable and un- 
worthy of their purfuit. For the fame evi- 
dence that proves to them, that the unfeen 
world is pure and immortal, proves that this 
is corruptible and perifhing—the fame that 
proves that another world is approaching, 
proves that this is paffing away. And being 
thus kept, by the mighty power of God, 
through faith, they are effectually fecured 
and faved from the lufts and pollutions of 
this prefent evil world; and are prepared 
for a free admiffion into that holy and be- 
loved city, where no unclean thing fhall en- 


ter. Thanks be unto God for his unfpeakable 
gyi! ee | 


Setion 3. Fazth the Anticipation of future 


Things. 


As the evidence of future and. eternal 
things is faith, that ation of the heart and 
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mind which is in agreement with it, is alfo 
called faith; for there is nothing in the hu- 
man heart in agreement with the word of 
God, but what is generated by it, and pro- 
ceeds from it; and things of the fame fpecific 
nature, are always confidered under one 
common name. 

If the feed be wheat, the blade and ftock 

that f{prings from it, is alfo wheat; ir the 
tree, as is the root, fo are the branches—/f 
the root be holy, fo are the branches—and if 
the root of the tree be faith, fo will be the 
fruit of it—as Chrift called his word Awng 
water, the {pringing of it in the believer is 
alfo called water—Whofoever drinketh of the 
water that I fhall give him, fhall never thirfi: 
but the water that I fhall give him, fhall be in 
him a well of water /pringing up into everlafi- 
ing life. John iv. 14. As the fubftance of 
things, therefore, being the covenant righte- 
oufnefs of God, is faith; and the gofpel of 
Chrift, in which this righteoufnels 1s reveal- 
ed, is confidered as being the fame thing— 
the anticipation of it in the mind of the be- 
liever, or that new born affe@ion, fpiritual 
tafte, or fingle eye, to which this righteous- 
nefs is revealed, is alfo properly confidered 
under the fame denomination. 

Hence, fays the apoftle, J am not afhamed 
of the gofpel of Chrift; for rt is the power of 
God unto falvation, to every one that believ- 
eth, to the Few ful, and aifo to the Greek.— 
For thereon 1s the righteousnefs of God re- 
vealed from fauh to fauh: as tt 2s wretien, 


dhe juft fhall hve by tauh. Komans i. 16, 
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17. There can be no doubt that the gofs 
pel itfelf is often called faith, as in Galatians 
1,23. He preacheth the faith whtch once he 
deftroyed: And 1 Tim, i. 19. Holding faith 
and a good gti alee In other places, faith 
is ufed for Jefus Chrift and his righteoufnefs, 
as in Gal. 11, 20. J live by the faith of the Son 
of God; but Jefus Chrift is the bread of life : 
And Jude 20, Butlding up yourfelves on your 
moft holy faith: but Jefus Chrift is the only 
foundation to build upon, And fometimes 
faith is put for the exercfe of the heart in 
obedience to the gofpel, as in Gal, v. 22, Bué 
the frurt of the Spirit 1s lode, yoy, peace, Jong- 
_ fuffering, gentlene/s, goodne/s, faith: And 
Rev. ii. 19. J know thy works, and charity, 
and fervice, and fartth, and thy patience, and 
thy works; and the laf to be more than the — 
firft. And thefe feveral views of the myfery 
of farth, are given us diftinétly in the paflage 
juft quoted, Rom. i. 17. in which we may 
contemplate the whole glorious fubjeét, viz. 
Faith the fubftance of things hoped for, or 
the righteoufnefs of God in Chrift, which zs 
revealed in the gofpel ; faith the evidence of 
things not feen, or a i itfelf, 2n which 
the covenant-righteoufnefs of God 1s reveal- 
ed; and faith the anticipation of future things, 
or that approving tafle or open feeing eye, 
in the regenerate mind, to which the faith of 
God is revealed. O the ineftimable worth 
of the gofpe!! Well might the apoftle be 
confident, when therein the righteoufne/s of 
Godts revealed from fasth to farth; and Chritt 
was thereby revealed zm Aim: It 1s as high 
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as heaven, what can we not’ thereby do? 
Deeper than hell, what can we not thereby 
know? He that believeth /hall not be afhamed. 
A view of the glorious truth, very fimilar to 
this, is given in 2 Cor. iii. 18. where the 
golpel, as the miniftration of the {pirit and 
righteoufnels, is confidered as a glafs. or 
mirror, in which, beholding with open. face 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into 
the fame image, from glory to glory. | 
‘Inthe golpel, the jufteyying righteou/ne/s 
© of God our Saviour, it is conceived, ts re- 
« vealed from the faith of Chrift to the faith 
© of the righteous ; who, as he contemplates 
‘the faith, or faithfulne/s, of Chrift, in his 
_ § fulfilling the covenant of redemption, gains, 
‘ thereby, a fair view of the juftifying righte- 
€ oufnefs, which is revealed in the gofpel.— 
* This faith, or faithfulnefs, of Chrift is reveal+ 
‘ed in the gofpel, as the foundation of the 
«jut man’s life, and is that by which he ts 
«fuftained, the juft, or juftified, man lives 
‘ by faith as one lives by food. ‘The believ- 
‘er’s faith is /pertiuat life, fupported, not 
‘by ittelf, but by the dottrine of Chrift’s 
¢ faith, which 1s the rock and the manna that 
‘ fuflained the church in the wildernels.— 
© Chrift’s faithfully accomplifhing the work of 
“redemption, called his faith, is an objett of 
‘our faith, and the meritorious ground, or 
the procuring caufe of our life. / hive, fays 
‘the righteous; yet not f, but Chrift liveth in 
“me: and the life, which I now. live inthe 
«fifa, LT live by the faith of the Son ef God, 
“wholoved me, and gave himfelf for mes Gal, 


6 


: Fairx the AnricipaTion, &c, 289 
41, 20. The Son’s loving us, and giving him- 
‘felffor us, a facrifice for fin, according to 
‘his engagement in the covenant of redemp- 
* tion, or the keeping and performing of his 
‘ word, with his Father, is. his. faith... This 
‘is the hope-giving confideration, that fends 
£on a and that for the fake of, which, 
‘ God gives /upplies of the fpirit of life m 
§ Chrift ete On ich tat a pa 
© itfelf; it cannot live by itfelf; its life mutt 
‘be, fuftained by a divine. fource.——To 
‘ fuppofe that the juft lives by his own faith, 
«is as prepofterous as ito fuppofe that he 
‘lives by his own life; for his own faith 
‘is his own fpiritual life. The text in Habak, 
ii. 4. The juft (hall live by his faith, is, inthe 
‘ Greek Bible, Thejuft fhald live by MY FAITH. 
© In the New Teftament writings, which look 
‘ to this text, there is made no mention of the 
* relative terms, Azs or my; ,but it is menti- 
© oned that the juft fhall live by fazth, dy the 
* faith of the Son of God. This language gives 
‘us the true fenfe of Habakkuk, and fettles 
* the do@rine of life upon a fure foundation, 
«In this view, we can fee ample provifion for 
¢ our faith, and the means by which our faith 
‘draws down the fupply of the {pirit to fup- 
‘ port our hope. Faith appears, hence, to 
‘be of great ufefulnels. in the hope of the 
‘righteous; and effential to his joys and 
‘comforts.’ [Avery.] | eae. 

The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the fprrit of God: for they are foolifhne/s unto 
him: neither can he know them, becaufe they 


are [piritualty difcerned. But he that 1s [pt 
Oo 
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ritual judgeth all things. 1 Cor. i. 14, 15.— 
Believers know the things of the fpirit ex- 
perimentally, as we know honey, milk, wine, 
or any food, by the tafte; or by aétually 
partaking of them with appetite and relifh— 
~ inthis way they perceive and di/cern them— 
other knowledge is hearfay, but this is cer- 
tainty. And, in order to this enjoyment, 
our minds muft, needs, be formed with love 
to the good in view—there muft be in us a 
tafte to receive it with relifh, as the palate 
taftes his meat, or as the philofopher taftes 
the beauties of the rainbow, or the mufician 
the harmony of founds. But the natural 
man is deftitute of this; therefore, to our 
difcerning and knowing the things of the 
{pirit, it 1s effentially neceflary that we be 
born of the fpirit and be taught by him, as the 
truth isin Fefus. By an impartation of the 
{pirit, we are made fpiritual; and having in 
us an aptitude for thefe things, and a fpiri+ 
tual hunger, we fhall tafte and fee their 
worth. ; : 
In the work of regeneration, by the power 
of God, through the knowledge of Chrift, 
we are made partakers of the divine nature, 
and have an anticipation of the fubflance of 
things, whereby, fays Peter, are gzven unto 
us exceeding great and precious promzfes; 
that by theje ye might be partakers of the 
_dvvine nature. 2 Peter i. 4. And fays John, 
ye have an untiion from the Holy One, and ye 
Anow all things. 1 Jobnii, 20. In this way, 
by ai impartauion of the Hoiy Spirit of pro- 
mife, or by an undtion from the Holy One, a 
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tafte 1s formed for fpiritual good, and the 
true knowledge of it 1s given, which affords 
a divine entertdinment, and an unfpeakable 
anticipation of eternal enjoyment. And be- 
lievers, pofleffing this taite for the objeét of 
faith, God, the living God, as he is manilelt- 
ed in the word, or in Chrift; and this divine 
principle remaining in them, and increafing 
with increafing views of the glory of God, 
they have a witnefs im themfelves, not only 
of the reality and glory of the objett, but 
alfo of their own intereft in it—Chrift is in 
them the hope of glory—the peculiar ope- 
‘rations of the eternal truth in them, witnels 
that they are in the a@tual pofleffion of it— 
the promifes, known and experienced in their 
jife giving, life fupporting, and foul fanéti- 
fying nature, authorize their anticipation of 
‘eternal bleflednefs ; and thus, the [prrit atfelf 
beareth antnefs with our fpirits, that we are 
the children of Goa. T he whole myftery of 
faith is, therefore, of one nature—faith the 
fubftance of things hoped for, is as the body 
of the {un—faith the evidence of things pot 
feen is as its beams, or fhining light—and 
faith the anticipation of future things, or the 
"grace of faith, is as the light received in the 
open eye, and enlightening the whole body, 
to the praife of the beneficent fource. 
“A tafle being formed, by the divine unc- 
-€ tion, to relith this good, it enlivens the pas- 
‘ fions,and creates the moft vehement defires. 
« ‘The mind, controuled now by the taite, as 
« dire€ted by truth, turns away from every 
¢ other object, as undetirable, and reaches af- 
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Ao eee | 
, ter God, as the only fatisfying portion. The 
< paffion of the mind, in this cafe, is fitly call- 
‘ed longing.: Bebold, fays the Pfalmilt, J, 
have longed after thy precepts: quicken me 
in thy righteoufne/s.’ Pfal. cxix. 40. “The 
ftrongeft expreflions are employed to de- 
fignate the religious feelings of the righte- 
ous; and when God is the fpecial objeét, 
the whole foul goes out after him, This is 
the language of the’ longing foul: 0 God, 
_thow art my God; early will I feck thee: my: 
foul thirfteth for thee, my fichh longeth for 
thee, in a dry and therfiy land, where no wu- 
ter is: To fee thy power and thy glory, fo as 
I have feen thee nthe fanéiuary. » Pfal. ix. - 
1,2. The paffion of longing for water, when 
parching with thirft, in a dry land, where 
no water is, 1s not more {trong and vehe- 
ment, than is a holy longing after God, In 
the eyes of the righteous, no objeét.is fo . 
* beautiful, fo engaging, as God’s ‘power’ 
and glory, as he hath feen him in Chritt, 
the true fanctuary; who for ages, was the: 
illuftrious antitype, or original, of the 
worldly fan€tuary, in’ the tabernacle and 
temple. This fight is ravifhing ; it gives’ 
‘Joy unfpeakable and full of glory ; and it 
“1s fuited to keep up, and to encreafe, in the 
“foul, everlafling longing after greater ma- 
‘nifellations of Godin Chnt’. 0 3! 
{his is a purifymg faith.—It is faid, A&s 
xv. g. that God putno difference between the 
Jews and Gentiles, purifying their hearts by 
Jath, Godis the fiandard of purity, to which 
we are to conform. He is the Rock, his work 
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as perfecl: for all his ways are judgment: a 
God of truth, and without iniquity, juft and 
right ws he. Deut. xxxii. 4—Therefore, in 
profpeét of enjoying the object of faith, God 
In Chnift, the believer will purify himfelfi— 
Every man that hath this hope in him purtfy- 
eth himfelf, even as he ws pure. 1 John iii. g. 
‘And when the believer purifies himfelf, even 
as God 1s pure; 2. e. by keeping the eternal 
{tandard of purity in view; fenfible of remain- 
ing, indwelling corruption, the plague of the 
heart, he mortifies his lufls, and labors to be 
perfeét in every good word and work; tobe 
perfect, even as his Father which ts in heaven 
is perfect; that there be in, his heart, his af- 
dettions, his religion, nothing but pure love; 
and that he be perfeétly confecrated to God 
in {pirit, foul and body.—He, hence, lives 
and grows up in the wi/dom that 1s from a- 
bove, which 15 firft pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eafy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrt- 
fy, James i. 17. Seeng, fays Peter, ye have 
purified your fouls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit, unto unfergned love of the brethren ; 
Jee that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently: Being born again, not of corrupir- 
ble feed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth jor ever. 1 Pet. 
i, 22, 29.—Pure religion, and undefiled, be- 
fore God and the Father, 1s this, to vift the fa- 
‘therlefs and. widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himfelf unfpotted from the world. James 
i. 27.—In the practice of this faith it is, that 
the believer cleanferh himlelf from all filthi- 
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nes of flefh and fpirit, perfedling holine/s im 
oe of God. nick i 1,—For. the grace 
of God, that bringeth faloation, hath appeared 
to ailmen; Teaching us, that denying ungod- 
linefs, and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, 
vighteoufly, and godly in this prefent world ; 
Looking for the bleffed hope, and glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Sadiour fe- 
fus Chrift, Who gave himfelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. “Lit. 1 14—14. 

To attain unto this purity, believers will 
labor and {trive, as men who run a race, or 
foldiers, who fight fora kingdom.—J, there- 
fore, fo rwn, fays the Apottle, not as uncer- 
tainly: fo fight f, not as one that beateth the 
ay: But I keep under my body, and bring tt 
anto fubjection: Icft that by any means, when I 
Aave preached to others, I myfelf fhould be a 

cafe away, 1 Cor. 1x, 26, 27.—This being the 
way to bleflednefs, purity is made the high- 
eft object.—Believers, therefore, will deny 
themlelves, and take up their crofs, and ex- 
ercile the greate{t mortification. The infinite 
holinefs, and everlafting importance of the 
obyett m view, will fill them with the molt 
‘facred concern, -and their {pirits wall labor 
within them, to be holy as God 1s holy, and 
pure as Chritt is pure. Forgetting thofe things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto thofe 
which are before, they prefs toward the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling of Ged in Chrift 
Jefus. 


And, thus,they do not. labor in vain, for 
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their faith, their evidence in themfelves will 
be brightened, their anticipation of eternal 
. bleflednefs will be ftrengthened. Their path 
és as the fhining light, that fhineth more and 
_ more unto the perfect day; and enduring their 

labors and trials, until patience has had her 
perfecting work, they find themfelves draw- 

ing on to their journey’s end, to God the e- 
ternal reft and:-portion of their fouls; and 
that they have come already, as it were, to 
the fuburbs of Glory. 

_ This is an overcoming faith.— So great 
* and fo defirable is the good in view, and fo 
*fure is the believer's hoid of it, that he is 
* armed to encounter every difficulty, and to 
* break through every obftruétion in his way. 
‘ Hope animates and fires him to the war. 
* Oppofition does but increafe his zeal. or 
* we are faved by hope. Rom, vit. 24, When 
‘ nothing lefs than eternal glory is the object 
* to be obtained; the infurre€tion of enemies ; 
* like the kings of Canaan againft Jofhua, 
* combined to fruftrate his enjoyment of the 
‘ promifed inheritance; far from difcourag- 
‘ ing, befpeaks the importance of the good in 
‘ purluit, and {timulates to perfeverence,— 
‘ Though our confliét be fharp, long and try- 
‘ing, yet we /hall endure to the end, that we 
‘ may be faved, rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
‘ God.—And not only fo, but we glory in tribu- 
‘ lations alfo, knowing that tribulation worketh 
* patience; and patience experience ; and expe- 
* rience hope. Rom. v.3-—This conftraining 
‘ hope, though it have every thing to try tt, 
‘ina long and dangerous march, through a 


‘ Jandof foes; every where infefted with fies 
«ry ferpents, and braved with hunger and 
¢ thirft, and with the fcorning of many ; this 
‘hope prompts now, as it did Caleb and 
é Jolhua, to follow the Lord wholly. 

This is very different from the hope of one, 
who, having put his hand to the plough, look-. 
eth back; or, the anticipation of the Hrael- 
ites, who, upon the fhore of the Red Sea, de- 
lieved God's words, and fang his praze ; but 
foon forgat his works, and waited not for his 
counfel; or as, at Sinai, they faid, A// that 
rhe Lord bath faid will we do and be obedient, 
but looked back into Egypt, and fell in the 
wildernefs. One, whofe hope is ill-founded, 
when he comes to the up-hill labor, and the 
patient fuftaining of the trial of faith, is like- 
ly to feel little zeal for enduring hardfhip, 
and will'fhun the crofs.—He may, for a fea- 
fon, rejoice in the light of truth; neverthe- 
lefs, when tribulation or perfecution arifeth, \be- 
caufe of the word, by and by, he is offended. — 
This man, whofe heart departeth from the 
Lord, hall be like the heath in the defert, and 
foall not fie when good cometh, but fhall inhabit 
the parched places in the wilderne/s, in a falt 
land and not inbabited. Jer. xvii, 5. 6.—But, 
Bleffed is the man that trufeth im the Lord, 
and whofe hope the Lord is. For be fhall be as 
a tree planted by the waters, and that fpread- 
eth out her roots by the river, and fhall not fee 
awhen beat cometh, but ber leaf fhall be green, 
and fhall not be careful in the year of droughts 
neither fhall ceafe from yielding fruit. Jer. XVil. 
7,3. . 
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and his faints, is. the good man’s hope fet be- 
fore us in the golpel; Which hope we have as 
an anchor of the foul, both Sure and fedfaft, and 
which entereth into that within the vail. Whi- 
ther the forerunner is for us entered, even Fe- 
Jus, made an high~prieft for ever after the or- 
der of Melcbifedecs Heb, vi. 19, 20.—* Jefus; 
* the forerunner, within the vail, in the hea- 
* vens, does, in his prieftly office, take hold of 
* God’s covenant, and intercedeés, that on the 
“account of his doing thé work of redemp= 
* tion, his people may be with him where he 
“is, that they may behold his glory, His in- 
*terceflion, founded upon this work, takes 
‘hold of the promife of a feed made to the 
_£ Son, as the anchor takes hold of the ooze, 
* at the bottom of the fea, and fecures the fhip 
‘ from the power of the ftorm.’—And the be- 
liever; anticipating this ftrength ‘of Chritt, 
holds faft the confidence, and the rejoicing of 
the bope firm unto the end. Heb. iii. 6.—Now 
the jujt foall live by faith: but if any man draw 
back, my foul fhall have no pleafure in him.— 
The juft fhall live by faith; and by perfe: 
vering in grace, he is diftinguifhed from the 
hypocrite, and is proved to be, mot of them 
who draw back unto perdition; but of them that 
believe, to the faving of the fouls Heb. X. 39% 
And, rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 
continuing infrant in prayer, hehascomfortasan 
heir of promife. The righteous, alfo, fhall hold 
on bis way, and be that hath clean bands frail be 
Stronger and fironger. Job xvi. Qs 
Pp 
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Seftion 4. Fuflification by Fatth.. 

The view of the fubje&t of juftification;. 
which is prefented. in this connexion, is very 
comprehenfive, and embraces the ground,. 
generally, of our pardon and acceptance with 
God, together with our adoption and fanéti- 
fication, or, our being fet apart for himfelf ; 
and, finally, of our glorification. ~This 
sround, according to Paul’s doétrine, is faith. 
——Where is boajting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? Of works? Nay: but by the law 
of faith.—Therefore, we conclude, that a man 
is jultified by faith without the deeds of the 
Jaw. Romans 111, 27,. 28. Seeing it 18 one 
God, which hail juftify the cireumcifion by 
faith, and the uncircumcifion. through faith, 
verfe 90.—Therefore, being jutified by faith, 
we bave peace with God, through our Lord Fe- 
fus Chrijt, Rom.v.1.—Tbe jeripture, forefee~ 
ing that God would jullify the heathen through 
faith, pxvached the gofpel unto Abrabam, fay- 
ing, In thee fhall ail nations be bleffed. Gal. mi. 
8 ~—Wherefore the law was our febool-mafter,. 
to bring us'to Chrift,. that we might be juflifed. 
Ay faith, verle 24. 

It has always been found that men are. 
prone to felf-righteoufnels ; they make their 
ewn righteoufnels the ground of their de-- 
pendence, as naturally as water runs down. 
hill; hence, they have unceafingly attempted. 
to pervert the gofpel, by fubMituting the aw 
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ef works for the law of fatth; and the righte. 
-eupnels of the law for the righteou/ne/s of God. 
—In order to diftinguilh the gofpel jufliica- 
tion from that.of the law, and to fhew that 
it was founded in a righteou{nels of a differ- 
ent nature, the ancient believers ufed to call 
this which is by faith, che juw/teficatzon of lifes 
and this» well agrees with the word, of our 
Lord, Becaufe Ihive,ye fall hve-alfo. In the 
view of which righteoulnefs, the pureft deeds 
of the law may well be called dead works. 
But no invention of felf-righteoulnels has 
‘been more fuccefsful, and has more fatally, 
corrupted the gofpel, than the modern, pre- 
valent.and {pecious fcheme of admitting that 
we are juftified by faith, whiltt, at the fame 
time, the faith of the creature is laid hold of 
-and fubftituted for the faith of Chrift. This 
fentiment of our being juftified by our own 
faith in Chrift, inftead of the faith-of Chnk, 
crept forward, in a great meafure, through 
the carelef{nefs of preachers and writers, in 
ufing the term generally, and not diftinguifh- 
ing faith, the fubflance and evidence, as it is 
in Chrift, from the anticipation, or, the exer- 
cife of thebeliever towards him; but having, 
fecretly gotten ground, it has of late been 
boldly advocated by fome who flood high,, 
and have had great influence in the church. 
Theinfpired writers, however, and parti- 
cularly our apoftle, very carefully diflin- 
guilh the faith by which a man is. juftified, ” 
from every thing which might be confidered as 
righteoufnels in the creature. ‘Their language 


isthis, Even the rightcoufne/s of God whachas 
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by faith of Fefus Chrift. Rom. iii. 22.—T tee 
by the faith of the Son of God. Gal. il, 20.— 
Ye are allthe children of God by faith in Chrift 
Fefus, chap, it. 26.—In whom we have bold= 
nefs and acce/s, with confidence by the faith of 
fam. Eph. 1. 12.—And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteou ifnefs, which is of the 
law, but that which 1s through the fatth of 
 Chrift, the righteoufne/s which ts of God by 

faith. Philip. iii, 9.—Thow holdeft faft my 
name, and haft not denied my faith, Rev. i. 
13.—Here are they that keep the command- 
ments of God, and the farth of fefus, Kev. XIV. 
19.—-The reafon why Paul fo particularly: 
diflinguifhed the ground of juftification, and 
his laying fuch flrefs upon this view of its be 
ing the faith of Chrift, may be traced to his. 
great conmiffion to preach the gofpel among 
the Gentiles, in which this difiméetion 1s ex- 
prefsly given, and with which it clofes, ma 
manner that could not fail to make the moft 
folemn impreflion upon his mind, as though 
the whole weight of his embafly refted upon 
his maintaining this truth. This may befeen, 
Aéts xxvi. 18. Delivering thee from the people, 
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now J fend 
thee, To open therr.eyes, and to turn them from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of fatan, 
unto God, that they may receive forgevenefs of 
__ fins, and anheritance among them which are. 

fantlified, by farth that 1s m me. 

Some have infifled, that this manner of 
exprefiion may ‘ naturally be underftood to 
‘mean faith in Chrift, or the faith by which 
“men believe in him, and of which he is the 
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* objett.’ [ Dr. Hopkins. |—But, when we 
mean fazth zn Chri, 1s it natural to fay, farth 
that ws in Chrift? If this had been the mean- 
ing, it doubtlefs would have been exprefled 
in the ative, and not in this paflive manner. 
Certainly no words could be ufed to eftablifh 
the fenfe to be the faith of Chrift, more in- 
difputably, than thofe frequently ufed by 
Paul. 

This argument has been ufed in favor of 
the believer’s faith, that ‘ fince the apoftle 
«always means the faith of the believer, when 
¢ he fays men are juftified by faith, except in 
«thefe few places, it feems to be doing 
¢ violence to thofe, to underfland them in 
«quite a different fenfe.’—But, it is taken 
wholly upon fuppofition, that the apoltle 
means the faith of the believer in thofe other 
places; the firength of this argument lies, in 
forcing a fenfe upon fome paflages which are 
lefs exprefs, and, from them, concluding a- 
gainit others, which are as exprefs as words 
can make them; this is reverfing the efta- 
blifhed rule of finding how an author ules a 
word; which is, to take the paffages in which 
the word is ufed moft definitely, and from 
them determine its fenfe where it 1s ufed mcre 
freely. , 

Again, it is faid, that to fay the farth of 
Chrift, the faith of the Son of God, or faith 
that tsin Chrift, &c. is a very obf{cure and 
‘ unufual way to exprefs the obedience and 
« righteoufnels of Chrift/—But to fome peo- 
ple, faith does not feem an obfcure and un- 
ufual, or an improper word whereby to ex- 
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prefs the covenant righteoufne/s of Chri. %t 
35 faid, moreover, that ‘this phrafe mutt be 
« underftood to mean the faith of the believ- 
« er, ina number of other places; the follow- 
“ing are inftances of it, Acts i. 16. Through 
‘fuith in his name—In the original it 1s, 
“Through the faith of his name. Rom.4i1, 26.: 
©The jupifier of him that believeth in Fefus. 
«In the original it is, Him who zs of the faith. 
“of Fefus’—But what evidences there, that 
Peter and John meant their own faith, when 
they fay, And his name, through the fast 
éf his name, hath made this man firong? Why 
inay they not be underitood to mean as they 
faid; that the Jame man was healed by the 
name, or throuch the faith of the name of Fe- 
[us Chrift; which is faith the evidence of things 
not feenP And the other paflage, Hum who 
is of the faith of Fefus, 1s a phrafe fimilar to 
that of Rev. xiv. 12, and evidently intends, 
as there, him who keeps the word of God, and 
the teftimony of Fefus Chraft.. | 
In the epiftle to the Galatians, Chrifl’s 
faith and the believer's faith are both menti- 
oned in one text; and they are fo clearly 
diltinguifhed, the one as being the ground of 
our juftiiication, and the other as merely the 
circumftance; that, were it not for the ftrong 
bent of the human mind to felfrighteoufnels, 
it would feem impoffible. that, in this man+ 
ner, by fubitituung the one for the other, the 
doétrine of the apoltle could be fo ftrangely 
miftaken'and perverted. See chap, ti. 16, 
Knowing that a man isnot juftified, by the 


works of the law, bu. by the faith of Fefus 
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Chrift, even we have believed in Fefus Chri ; 
that we might be juftified by the faith of Chrift, 
and not by the works of the law; for by the 
works of the law/hall no flefh be juftified.—T his 
isa clear statement of the glorious. dotirine. 
We have believed in Fefus Chrift, that we 
‘might be juftified by the faith of Chri. This 
was the profeflion of evangelical Paul. How 
different from the modern profeffion! Some | 
people who. would be thought evangelical, 
are careful to vary from this profefhion only 
as it fre{fpetts. the farth of Chri; and cam 
find it agreeable to their own. views of the 
way of jultification, by a {mall amendment 
like this: We have believed in Fefus Chri, 
that we migh be juftified by beheving wn Chrifl. 
. Believing in Chrift is neceflary, doubtlefs, 
to our being juflified by Chrift; but to fub~ 
ftitute our own faith for the faith of Chrift, 
and in this way feeking to be jultihed, is not 
believing in Chrift; it 1s merely believing m 
our own faith. ‘This way feems fo. mght to 
a man, that he can eafily pafs over the grols 
abfurdity. We eat bread, and are jupported;: 
not by the aét of eating, but by the bread we 
eat—-we run to a houfe, and are.protecied 
from the ftorm; not by our running, bur 
by the houfeinto which we enter—the brood 
gather themfelves under the hen, and are 
warmed, nurtured, and fecured from the bird 
of prey; not by their coming thither, but 
by the parent wings of the fowl, Thus the 
weak and defencelefs flock, hovering to Shi- 
loh, before the {torm and tempelt, are faved 
ly the Lord God of Ifrael, wnaer whofe wings 
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they are come to truft. Chriftian profeffors 
were not, formerly, fo relu€tant in admitting 
Paul’s conftrution of this do@trine. Caftas 
lio, in giving the fenfe of A€ts xxvi. 18. writes, 
Qui, quia in fidem meam venerunt, fantir face 
iz funt. Becaufe they have come into my farth, 
Ke. . : ! 

Though a variety. of terms are ufed in the 
{criptures, to exprefs the ground of the {pes 
cial divine favour towards finriers, it 1s un- 
derftood, that one and the fame thing is ever 
intended. Ifaiah fays, By his knowledge fhalt 
my righteous fervantjufiify many; Mai. hit. 116 
‘ As the Father, on the one hand had, from 
the beginning, ordained his Son to the work 
“of redemption—as he had entrufted him 
‘ with this work—as he always upheld him in 
the execution of this work—as he had de- 
clared him, from the excellent glory, to be. 
his beloved Son, in whom he was well pleas 
ed—and as he commanded the world to 
hear him—the Father, in a law fenfe, Anew; 
or acknowledged, publicly, the Son, as a‘ 
righteous and faithful party m the cove-: 
nant. So, on the other hand, as the Son,’ 
early, accepted the Father's propofal of the 
work of redemption—as he received into 
his heart, his Father’s law, the law of res 
demption—as he came into the world, in 
a body prepared for him, at the time aps 
pointed, by the Father—as he always did 
thofe things that pleafed the Father—and 
as he was always obedient as a Son, and 
“was always faithful as a fervant, in his ful< 
‘filling all righteoufnels, or all the duties 
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* which he had covenanted to do—he did, 
* properly, in a law ftyle, know the Father, 
_ © as his Father and his God, as a faithful par- 
* ty in the covenant; in whom he trufted, and 
* on whofe oath he relied, for the promifed 
‘ reward, His death was the mott illuftrious 
*inftance of his knowledge or experience of 
‘ fidelity in the covenant work of redemp- 
‘tion. { Avery. | ad 
The knowledge which the Father had of 
the Son, and the knowledge which the Son 
had of the Father, 1s the everlafting: righte- 
oufnefs; which, by the death and refurrec~ 
tion of Chrift, is brought in, and laid as the 
foundation in Zion. As the Father knoweth 
me, fays the Son, even fo know I the Father s 
and I lay down my tife for my fheep. There~ 
fore doth my Father love me, becaufe I lay down 
my life, that I might take rt again. Noman 
taketh it from me, but I lay tt down of myfelf? 
Ihave power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment have L 
received of my Kather. John x. 15—18.— 
His laying down his-life, in obedience.to the 
commandment which he had received, proves 
his love to his Father—it is the higheft de- 
monttration of filial duty, for which he is 
worthy of parental love; and it is on the 
account of this knowledge, that the Father 
loves him. P 
It is plain, therefore, that his knowledge, by 
which he fhall ju/ti/y many, means the fame 
as his righteoufne/s, for the fake of which the 
Lord is well pleafed. And fince Chrift has 
gone through the work, and fince the Father 


Q4 


206 Divine THEORY. 


has accepted him in it, the’ foundation Is 
fure and permanent; and itis {uited to be- 
get in them that build upon it, the moft un- 
hmited confidence of fuccefs. In the view 
of the ability and glory of this. ground of 
hope in Chrift, the believer can truft his eter- 
nal all, and exultingly fay, J know whom I 
have believed. 5 le hid 
It is faid alfo, that we are ju/ftified by bis — 
blood. Rom, v. 9, This intends, evident- 
ly, the fame ground of juftification with his 
knowledge, or his faith, or covenant righte= 
oufnels, which he held unto the death.—A- 
ain; it is faid, that God for Chrift’s fake hath 
Eaacitch you. Ephefiansiv. 92. And that, 
your fins are forgiven you for his name’s fake. 
1 John ii. 12. Forgivenefs. from God, for 
Chrift’s fake, and for his name’s fake, is for- 
givenefs upon the fame and only ground of 
forgivenelfs, the faith or covenant mghteous- 
nels of Chrift. «Moreover, when .it. is faid 
that God is not afhamed to be called the 
God of believers, on the account of his hav-. 
ing prepared for them a city; there is offered . 
the fame reafon and ground of the divine 
favour; for the covenanted work of the Son, 
and covenanted reward of the Father, where- 
in the wretched and muerable build their 
hope of favour and life, frame the fowndatt- 
ons of the cily of foundaitons, and compole 
the glory of the hadstation of glory. 4 
Yhe righteoufnels of Ged in Chriff, it is 
believed, 1s the only ground of our hope.—.. 
The covenant nghteoulnels, fubfifling in the 
immutable engagement of the Son to per- 
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form the work of redemption, which the Fa- 
ther gave him to do, together with the fecu- 
rity of the promife and oath of the Father, 
to reward him with a feed to ferve him, and 
glory anda kingdom, upon the performance 
of the work—this righteoufnels, which 1s of 
the Lerd.. Hai. liv. 17—this righteoufnels, 
which is zm the Lord. Mai. xlv. 24—this 
righteoufnels, which is Jehovah himfelf. Jer. 
xxiil, 6—is the only righteoufnefs that can 
avail to the juftification of the ungodly.— 
But this righteoufnels, which endureth for 
ever, by the death of Chrilt, is brought in; 
and, in the everlafting gofpel, is exhibited as 
a free gift unto all, and as upon all them that 
believe. And though the righteoufnefs of 
the law, being of a moral nature, can never 
be imputed or given to another ; neither it, 
nor its benefits—and the man, and he only, 
that doth the works of the law, /hall live m 
them; yet this divine righteoulnels may be 
beftowed upon, and made over to another, 
a. e. Gedcan difpofe of himfelf, and give 
. away himfeif; and this righteoufnels, through 
grace, becomes ours as ftri€ily, and in the 
fame fenfe, as Chrift is ours; and God in 
Chrift is our inheritance and portion. 

_ Ihave made a covenant with my chofen, lays 
the Father, J have fworn unto David my fer- 
pant. Thyfeed will establih for ever, and 
build up thy throne to all generations. To this 
covenant the Son, David our King, gave the 
moft ready confent, when it was propoled, 
and when the work was delineated, fo that 
at was clearly before him; and in it he en- 
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gaged, with the pureft zeal to perform it.— 
Wherefore, when he cometh into the world, hé 
farth, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldft not, 
but a body haft thow prepared me: in burnt 
offerings and facrifices for fin thou hafthad no 
‘pleafure: Then faid I, Lo I come (1n the volume 
of the book it 1s wratten of me) to do thy will, 
O God. Above, when he faid, Sacrifice, and 
offering, and burnt-offerings, and offering 
for fin thou wouldeft not, neither hadft pleafure 
therein (which are offered by the law ;) Then 
faid he, Lo, come to do thy will, O God. He 
taketh away the firft, that he might cflablofh the 
jfecond. By the which will, we are fantified 
through the offering of the body of Jefus Chrift 
once for ate. “Heb. %, 5—t0. tae 
When itis faid, therefore, that we are juft- 
ified by the fazth of Chrif#; or that we are 
juftified by hes knowledge, or by his blood ; or 
that we receive forgivenefs of God, for his 
name fake; or that wé are made righteous 
by the obedience of one. Rom, v. 19. or that 
we are fanctified by the divine well; or that 
God is not afhamed to be called our God, - 
on aceount of a city which he has prepared 
for us; or that grace reigneth through right- 
coufnefs unto eternal hfe; we are not to un- 
derfland, that there are different ways for 
the exercife of the divine favour towards 
finners; but that all thefe; and many other 
like terms, are ufed in the feriptures, to ex- 
prefs the feme and only ground of our par- 
don and accepiance with God. 
In the numerous places, in which the rea- 
fon of the divine favour is affigned, the only 
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difference obferved, is that which relates to © 
the diftinétion of the /ubfance and evidence 
of faith—fometimes, the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, as it exifted from eternity, in his con- 
fent to the covenant, is direftly given; and 
fometimes, that exhibition of his righteous- 
nefs, which he has made in the world, is more 
immediately in view; or, perhaps, it may be 
obferved, that fometimes the divine will is 
contemplated in all its parts; and fometimes 
more particularly, the part of duty. 

- The will of the Father has always been a 
law to the Son. This law has always been in 
his heart; he has always delighted in it, and 
the Father has always loved the Son; he has 
always delighted in him,as his only begotten, 
and honored and glorified him with himfelf. 
And this everlasting righteoufnefs is fully ex- 
hibited in the work of redemption; for, as 
the Son, in his fervice-work, has given pub- 
lic evidence of his righteoufnefs, and fully de- 
clared his regard to the divine will, a foune 
dation is laid for the Father to give public 
-evidence alfo of Ais righteoufnels, and de- 
clare his love to his Son, and his delight and 
pleafure in his work,—This is done by his 
pardoning and justifying finners for his Son’s 
fake, according to his promife to him in the 
covenant.—But now the righteoufne/s of God 
without the law is manifefted, being wiineffed 
by the law and the prophets; Even the righte- 
oufne/s of God which rs by faith of Fefus Chrye 
unto all, and upon all them that believe; for 
there is no difference: For all have finned and 

come fhort of the glory of God; Being jujirfied 
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freely by his grace, through the redemption that 

as in Fefus Chrit; Whom God hath fet forth 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righ- 
teoufne/s for the remiffion of fins thatare paft, 
through the forbearance of God; To dectare,4 
fay, at this tume hos righteoufne/s: that he 
might be ju/t,and the -juftifier ef hum which 
believeth in Fefus. Romans iii, 21-—26-—— 
And all the honor which is conferred upon 
Christ deciaratively, and all the favor which 
is conferred upon men, are to testify the di- 
wine acceptablenefs of his faith, or covenant 
righteoufnefs; evidenced im has blood, or in 
his making himfelf a facrifice according to 
the divine will—God, now, has a reafon to 
be alligned, as the ground of his fhowing fa- 
vor to fiiners; aéting upon the ground of 
the exhibited righteoufnels of his Son, God 
makes it to be feen, that he loves righteouf- 
nefs and hates iniquity. God 1s, now, ju/t to 
his own engagement, and ju/i to his righte- 
ous fervant; when, according to his promile 
in the covenant of redemption, he jultifieth 
him who believeth im Jefus. my 


Seftion 5. Grace fovereign through Fatin.. 
Grace is a thread of gold, appearing every 
where in the do€irine of the Old and New 
Teftament; the whole {vftem of redemption 
difplays it; and every one truly enlightened 
by the gofpel muft fee and admire it, Grace 
asufed in the f{eriptures, in relation to the 
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whale, and every part of the work of redemp- 
tion, from the foundation to the top-{tone; 
though, perhaps, the molt definite ufe of the 
term exprefles an add of government, in which 
God fhows favor to the guilty, as it is dil- 
played in juftification. — 

Grace is ufed, in relation to faith, as the 
fubfiance of things hoped for, to exprefs the’ 
gift of righteou{nels, as beftowed upon us by 
the Father, and received by Chrift, as our 
truftee and furety, before the world began; 
and it is ufed, particularly, in relation to the 
evidence, to exprefs the redemption-work of 
Chrift, together, with the aéz of government, 
proceeding upon this work, .in which the 
righteoufnels of God is fully difplayed, in 
our pardon and acceptance with him; and it 
is alfo ufed in relation to the antzczhatzon, to 
exprefs the fruits of righteoufnefs in the glo- 
rious, moft glorious miniltration of the {pirit, - 
—In a word, grace is ufed, generally, to ex- 
prefs the work of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft.—The work of re- 
demption is grace! grace! the mantfold grace 
of God! 

The Father, of his mere good pleafure, 
gave to us his Son, and, with him, he has 
given us the kingdom—he has freely given us 
all things. The Lord Jefus Chrift gave him- 
felf freely ; no man took his life from him, 
but he laid it down of himfelf: and the Holy 
Gholt is the free /pirit, the /prrit of grace; 
and, by his free agency, we are effectually cal- 
led. Our falvation is wholly of free, rich, and 
fovereign grace, The golpel is given freely 
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to the world; and, as the wind bloweth wheré 
it lifteth, fo is every man vifited that is born 
of the Spirit; for he is the God of all grace, 
who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Fefus Chri. 1 Peter v. 10.—Faith the /ud- 
fiance of things, is the gift of God; faith the 
evidence, is alfo the gift of God; and the an- 
ticipation is a not by the works of the 
law, but by the hearing of faith. Gal.mi. 2.— 
So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Rom. x. 17.—For by gracé 
are ye faved, through faith; and that not if 
yourfelves; atts the gift of God: Not of works 
left any man fhould boafl. Eph. u. 8, 9. 
~ In the view of the kingdem of righteouf- 
nefs, and the provifion which God has made 
for a perifhing world, there is certainly no 
room for boafting—no man has had a hand 
in this work—for this kingdom was prepar- 
ed, and the rich provifion was made and giv- 
en to us in Chrift before the world was— 
hence it 1s called grace—According to his 
own purpofeand grace which was given us 
Chrit Fefus, before the world began. 2 Vim. 
1.9. And in the view of bringing forward, 
and exhibiting of this eternal provifion to 
the world, all boafting of men is utterly ex- 
cluded— for when we were yet without frength 
-—when we were enemtes—in due time Chrift 
died for the ungodly. Rom. v.6—10, And, 
with refpeét to the anticipation, in the nature 
of the thing, no glory can be due to the fub- 
ject; for what{oever be the merit of making 
a feaft of fat things, of {preading out the pro- 
vision upon the table, and of inviting and 
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tonftraining the poor and unworthy to come 
freely, and partake of it; no part thereof, 
furely, can be afcribed to the indigent, felf- 
deftroyed guefts, merely for coming, feéd- 
ing and feafting upon the rich bounty.—— 
Whatfoever might be: the merit of provid- 
ing a ranfom for lawful captives and con- 
demned prifoners, and of bringing to them 
the good news of their free and full libera- 
tion; certainly, there is none in their hear- 
ing and rejoicing in the glad tidings, and 
in their receiving and enjoying the liberty 
gracioufly beftowed upon them; Or howfo- 
ever great, and infinitely meritorious, is the 
work which formed the orb of day, and which 
fends forth daily, his golden rays to enlight- 
en and animate the world, nothing of the 
virtue, nothing of the praife of the mighty 
. deed belongs to us, who behold, and admire, 
and felicitate ourfelves in the glory that | 
_. beams around us and upon us. Where zs 
boafting then? it 1s excluded. By what law ? 
of works? Nay: but by the law of farth. — 

* Grace fuppofes guilt and ill defert in the 
objeft, The minal of light are not fubjeéts 
of grace, for they have not finned. The an- 
gels which kept not their firft eftate, are not 
fubjécts of grace; for there is not laid a foun- 
dation, upon which it can be exercifed to-= 
wards them; for Chrift took not on him the 
nature of angels, Were it not for Chrift’s 
mediation, our cafe would have been as des- 
perate as theirs—Chrift’s righteoufnefs 1s the 
only ground upon which grace can be exer- 
cifed towards us, Z 
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This righteoufnefs gives rife to the exercife 
and reign of grace. ‘It is the leading fen- - 
¢timent of the kingdom, on this head, that 
«grace reigneth through righteoufne/s unto 
s eternal life, by Fefus Chrift our Lord. Rom. 
‘ey, 21. In this way, falvation ts wholly of 
‘grace. Therefore it rs of faith, that at might 
« be by grace. Rom. iv. 16. Grace regards 
‘eno good in us, as the moving caufe, and 1s 
¢ exactly what is needful and neceflary for 
‘the children of Adam, who, dy his one of- 
« fence, were conftituted fnners; and, hence, 
“are by nature the children of wrath, or of 
_ ¢ depravity, and are expofed to. vengeance. 
« Weare to conceive of the work of Chrift, 
¢ as that it opened the way for grace to reign, 
‘and to hold an dluftrious diftinétion, and. 
‘appear to be grace. The believer, under 
“every difpenfation of the grace of God, 1s 
‘ made to {ee that his falvation, from the be- 
‘ ginning to the end, is of grace through 
* righteoufnels.’ Dee = 

«There are fome who would have us date 
* the gofpel from the era of the incarnation ; 
“but the apoftle Paul, we think, better un- 
‘ derftood its origin. The feripture ‘jaawcn 
‘fays he, that God would juflify the heathen 
‘through faith, preached before the gofpel yn- 
© to Abraham, faying, In thee fhall all na- 
‘ tions be bleffed. Gal. ii. 8. The gofpel has 
‘ been of the richeit advantage to men in all 
* ages—the goipel has ever directed men to 
“to Chrift, that they might be jultified by 
‘ jaath, or the fidelity of Chri.’ Hence, m. 
ancient generations, believers have had a 
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griorious anticipation of the kingdom of right- 
coufnefs, the kingdom. of heaven, the REIGN 
' @F GRACE, In the pardon of their fins, and’ 
free acceptance with God. | 
Thofe who lived under the lefs clear dif- 
_penfations, did really enjoy this advantage, 
fo as to be able to obtain juftification and 
life by the righteoufnefs of Chrift. But thofe 
who live under the prefent difpenfation of 
the gofpel, enjoy the fame advantage, with ~ 
far clearer light and evidence ef its truth and 
glory, and of the great objeéis which it re- 
veals. God hath faved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpofe and grace, 
which was given usin Chryft Fefus, before the 
world began; Butis now made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Fefus Chrift, who 
hath abolifhed death, and hath brought fe and 
senmortalaty to light through the gofpel. 2 Tim. 
i. 9, 10.‘ It was the early befief of the 
‘church, that, TAen /hall we know, if we fol- 
* low on to know the Lord: his going forth 1s 
‘ prepared as the morning ; and he fhall come 
‘unto us asthe rain: asthe latter and former 
‘ rain unto the earth. Hof. vi. 3. In taking 
‘ the clew, and in follewing on to know the 
‘ Lord Jefus, through the types, and figures, 
«and prophecies, which, like far light, gave 
* the object really, though dimly, they found 
‘ him, finally, in all the glory of the morning 
‘light. The Lord then faid to his difciples, 
§ Blefled are the eyes, which fee the thangs that 
‘ye fee: I tell you, that many prophets and 


‘hones have defred. to fee thofe things which” 
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‘ye fee, and have not feen them; and to hear 
‘ thofe things which ye hear, and have not heara 
_ ©them. Luke x. 23, 24. Chrift upon the, 
¢ crofs explained, im a fhort time, the my/fery 
which hath been ad, from ages and gencra- 
« tions, hid in the types and figures of the 
“law, but now 1s made manifeft to the faints ; 
© To whom ne would eke known what is We 
‘ raches of the glory of this myftery among the 
é Contilee: which 1s Chroft ee hope of 
«glory. Col.1, 26, 27. The riches of the 
* glory of this myftery have been hidden, not 
* totally, but in comparifon of the clear light . 
* of the gofpel difpenfation, when the patterns. 
‘ of things in the heavens loft their glory, m 
 € the fuffering Meffiah, like the flars of heav-. 
* en when the fun rifes. Heb, ix. 23—26. 
< Salvation through Chrift crucified, is: 
“the fhining fentiment of the law difpen- 
‘fation.” The fame way of life, redemption, 
through the blood of Chrift, was opened and, . 
taught from the beginning—-there never was 
falvation in any other, — 3 
Life and immortality are barred upon eve- 
ry {cheme befide the gofpel. Selfrighteous- 
nels, in which moft men truft, may afforda 
temporary comfort; but the rain, and wind, 
and hail, of fevere-trial, will undermine the - 
hope that is founded upon it, and will {weep 
away, utterly, the refuge of lies in which they 
truft. We cannot, therefore, too much ad-. 
mire the glory of grace, feen and enjoyed in 
the gofpel. ‘The true {cheme of the gofpel, 
makes grace appear and fhine—and no doc- 
trine, bcfides this,- will, in the end, fupport _ 
the hope of men, e | eee 
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' But there are {chemes which frustrate the 
ofpel {cheme of grace; the old {cheme of 
justification by works does it; but the law of 
faith, or the constitution of faving finners by 
the faith of Christ, establifhes the law, the 
ancient law of grace through righteoufnefs. 
It establifhes that {cheme of faving finners, by 
grace through faith, which is vifible through- 
out the whole divine revelation, and is dif- 
played in the {criptures of the Old and New 
Testament.—The reader of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment, under te guidance of the Spirit, be- 
holds wonderous things out of God's law; the 
wonderous things of redemption, difplaying, 
in every typical thing, that grace, which — 
bringeth falvation, through the Lamb flain 
from the foundation of the world. Through 
the medium of the law, or gofpel, the Few 
and the Grceé behold the fame grace, and 
worfhip together with the fame fenfe of de- 
pendence for falvation, on grace through 
Christ.—And if by grace, then it is no more uf - 
works: otherwife grace is no more grace. But 
if it be of works, then it is no more grace: o- © 
therwife work ts no more work. . : 
And no lefs 1s the doétrine of grace per- . 
verted and made of none effect, by the mo- 
dern fcheme of fubftituting our faith, or be- 
lieving in Chrift, for the faith of Chrift; for, 
our faith in Chrift is our own exercife, and 
belongs to the righteoufnels of the law, and 
comes into the true definition of our own 
righteoufnefs, as much as does the exercife 
of repentance, or humility, or love to God 
and ourneighbor, Our believing in the Lord 


be juflified by th 
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our God is effentially neceflary to conftitute 
the deeds that are required in the law; faith, 
lefs deeds are not deeds of the law.—The a= 
poltle, we may be aflured, when he often 
mentioned the deeds of the law as being in- 
fufficient to juftify men, did not mean deeds 
which are dettitute of faith and love; the law 
knows no fuch deeds, for it is holy, and the 
deeds required therein can be nothing fhort 
af holy, believing exercifes—Believing im 
Chriltis a moral exercife, and belongs to the 
fyftem of moral duty. If then, we be juftified 
by our a€t of believing in Chrift, we have: 
whereof to glory; for, without difpute, that 
which can avail to our juftification, may be 
confidered in no fmall degree meritorious; 
and, to follow the reafoning of the apoftle, 
in this cafe, righteaufnefé comes by the law, 
and Chrift ts dead in vain, bo 

To this it is ufually anfwered, that although. 
we be juftified by our own faith, yet we may. 


not boalt, becaufe we are dependent on di- 


wine influences for fuch a good exercifé.—, 
But this reply by no means obviates the dif. 
ficulty. Creatures, doubtlefs, are dependent. 
on God for their right and holy exerciles ; 
fome have thought they are dependent for 
all their exercifes. Certainly the apoftle Paul 
did not confider thofe deeds, which he called 
deeds of the law, as exi{ting independent of, 
divine influences; he believed that God was ~ 
ever the firft and efficient caufe of thofe holy , 
exercifes which | rt with this holy and. 
perfect rule; {tl Gi cricluded, that if we 
oalling 1s not excluded, 
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However dependent a creature is for his ex. 
ercifes or aétions, it is underftood that, being 
a moral agent, his exercifes or deeds are his 
own; and if they be of an evil nature, and 
ill-deferving, the blame and punifhment is 
due to the agent or doer; or if they be wor- 
thy and meritorious, the. praife and reward 
belongs alfo to the agent or a€tor. } 
Therefore, in illuftrating the trath, that juf- 
tification is of grace, and that no fle{h fhall 
glory before God, the apoftle does not take 
this ground; he does not mention the cir- 
cumftance of our dependence, but goes di- 
rectly to another ground, and places our juf- 
tification upon another /aw, different in its 
nature from that of works, from which the 
natural obligations and proper exercifes, and 
all the righteoufnefs of creatures, are deriv- 
ed, viz. the law of faith, or the covenant righ-. 
teoulnefs of God, Rom. iii. 26, 27. To de- 
clare, J fay, at this time his righteoufne/s: that 
he might be juft, and the juftyfer of him which 
believeth in Fefus, Where 1s boafting then? It 
as excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay? 
but by the law of faith. ~ : 
It is faid alfo, that our faith is confidered 
only as being the inftrument that unites us to 
Chrift, and therefore we have nothing to a- | 
fcribe to ourfelves; for, although we be juf- 
tified by our faith, or through our faith, yet 
we are not juftified on account of it, but alone 
for the fake of Chrilt—This, however, does 
not in the leaft obviate the @ifhculty ; for, 
-1. Something may weil be thought due to 
the inflrument that canavail to our juflilica-» 
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tion before God, It is allowed that the nian 
who {hould have fuftained the righteoufnefs - 
of the law, and was therefore justified, would 
have had whereof to glory; and yet the law 
_ could be confidered no more than the instru- 
ment by which he was fo profited; for I ad. 
ere to the doétrine, that there never was 
any other foundation for acceptance with 
God, and justification, but Christ. The fpirit 
of truth never propofed any other way but 
Christ; the whole power and glory of the laws 
as it refpeéted life and the favor of God, con- 
fisted in its being an instrument, by the righ~’ 
teoufuels of which, the holy obferver became 
conneéted with Christ; and fo, in relation to 
him as Ais obedient fervant and fubjett,enjoyed 
favor and acceptance with God. If then, justi~ 
fication, in the humble capacity of a fervant, 
obtained by the instrumentality of the law, 
admitted of his boasting in the righteoufnefs: 
thereof, who fhould fo profit by it; why may’ 
not fomething be afcribed to faith, by the 
righteoufnels of which instrumentally, we are 
justified in a far higher fenfe? Why may not 
the man glory, who, by his own Jawth instrus: 
mentally, is fuppofed to be justified, even from 
all things, from which the most perfeétly obes 
dient, and holiest fubje&t could not be juftified 
by the law of Mofes? ge 
a. The views 1a which justifying faith is 
confidered in the f{criptures, are of a nature’ 
to imprefs the mind with the strongest 1deas 
ofits being divinély meritorious, Faith, in the 
divine record, zs counted for righteoufne/s — 
what more could be faid of the meritorious’ 
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‘ground of our justification? Again, Building 
Up yourfelves on your moft holy faith.—What 
more can be faid of the foundation that God 
has laid in Zion, than that it is moft holy, and 
that we may fafely build uponit? ‘And again, 
The juft fhalé live by faith.—Whiat more can. 
be faid of the fource of life ?—What more can 
be faid of the bread that came down from hea- 
ven, than that we fhall live by 1tP-—To fay 
that a man, a finner, fhall be justified by faith;, 
is feemingly aferibing to faith the greatest 
polfible merit; nothing higher in terms can 
be exprefled; for, in this work of juttifying 
finful men before God, there is neceflarily 
contemplated the greateft poffible difplay of 
divine virtues 0/63. ; 
_ 3. Itis grofsly abfurd to confider our faith, 
z. é. our exercife of faith, in the view of its 
being an inftrument in the matter of our juf- 
tification, or fpiritual life; for our own faith 
is fimply the aét of receiving or eating the di- 
vine food; and nothing could -be more ab- 
furd than to conceive, and more improper 
than to [peak of our att of receiving and eat- 
ing food, as being an inftrument by which 
we lived. To mean our own faith, when we 
fay that we live by faith, is to confound ideas 
and pervert terms,—Should a man be afked, 
what he lived by, or, by what means he was 
fupported; would it not feem like making a 
: alt of the queftion, if he fhould anfwer, that 
| te lived by the aét of eatingg or that he was 
fupported by the means of eating and drink- 
ing?—Would fuch an anfwer become one, 
efpecially one who lives upon grace?—But 
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there would be as much fenfe and propriety 
in this anfwer, as there is in the conftruétion 
which fo commonly has been forced upon 
the divine declarations, that we live by faith, 
and are juftified through faith; for, if our 
faith be meant, which is only our act of re- 
ceiving or feeding upon the bread of God, 
then, when we are afked the great queftion, 
what are we juftifed by? or by what means 
we live to God? inftead of the acknow- 
ledgement of the truth of God in Chrift, 
‘to the praife of the glory of his grace, we 
may an{wer, that we live by ourfelves, by our 
own believing exereifes; and that our {pirit- 
val fuftenance is derived by our own means, 
in the way of fpiritually eating and drinking. 
4. When, therefore, faith is confidered 
properly, as that by which we are juflified 
and live to God, it is fatih the /fubfance of 
things hoped for; there is virtue in this; 
through this we may be juftified; this can 
fupport life; this is meat indeed, and drink 
indeed and this is given tous in Chrift. Or, 
if fan be regarded as being an inftrument, 
&c. it muft be underftood, not of our exer- 
eife, but inthe view of its beisg the evidence 
of things not _feen. Fhis evidence, once deli- 
vered to the faints, as the /ubftance of things 
is invelted in it, is properly flyled fanh; and 
this, with propriety, may be confidered as an 
inftrument, the great inftrument im the work 
of our falvatione This 1s preezous farihb.—tIn 
this view faith is to be held in the higheft con- 
fideration; it comprifes all the glory of God's 
righteoufnefs; there is infinite virtue and me 
vit in the word of farth, Rom. x. 6,7, 8. But 
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the vighteoufne/s which 2s of faith. [peaketh on 
this wife, Say not in thine heart, Who Shall a- 
feend into heaven? that is to bring Chrift down 
from above, Or, who fhall defcend into the deep? 
that is to bring up Chrift again from the dead. 
But what faith wt? The word is nigh thee, e- 
ven in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that 15 the 
word of faith which we preach. | 
_ Therefore, By grace are we faved, through 
faith; and that not our own faith, but the 
“word of faith, which is thegz/tof God. Many, 
in advancing their own righteoufnels, to the 
rejection of the righteoulnels of God, will 
proceed in an indire&t and plaufible way ; 
_ they will go about to eftablith their own righ- 
teoufnels. And, it it is apparent, that. thofe 
who fubftitute their own faith in the place of 
the juflifying faith of Chrift, de as effectual- 
ly fruftrate the grace of God, as do thofe who 
choofe to proceed in the more dire€t and 
open way of propofing their own works in 
_that place. | 
- This fpecious fcheme is by far the moft 
dangerous; for whilft the effe@ is the fame 
as that. which avows the works of the law, 
the delufion of it is much harder to be de- 
tected; it equally eftablifhes the righteoul- 
nefs of the creature, whilft, at the fame time, 
‘+ admits of words being ufed which found 
evangelical.—Faith 1s preached, faith 1s re- 
commended; but the fenfe of the term being 
fixed, and our own righteoulnets being meant 
py it, it is coming as far fhort of the eternal 
foundation, and as really fubftituting the fand 
of our own righteoulnels, to preach and re- 
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commend faith inthe view of juitification, as 
it would be to preach and recommend; in’ 
that view our humility, or our love to God 
and our neighbors, or any thing whatfoever, 
which may be confidered as forming, in part: 
or in whole, the fubje@ of moral duty.) 
When the queftion is afked, refpeting a 
trial in a court of law, by what is aman con- 
demned or juftified?. the enquiry is natural- 
ly underftood to be, by what /aw and evidence, 
is he condemned or jaftified ?P—This is the 
great queftion before us, by what law and e- 
vidence fhall a man be juftified in the fight 
of God? ‘By the law of works we cannot be. 
jultified, for the tranfgreffion is‘proved, and. 
by this law we muft die; and if no other law: 
can be found, our cafe muit be given up as” 
hopelefs,. Lherefore, the apofile tothe Ro- 
Mans, in treating of this fubjeét,: brings into. 
view two diftinét laws, with evidence in relaa 
tion’to’ each, viz. the law of works, by which 
death reigns through Adam’s tran{greffion, | 
and both Jews and Gentiles are proved tobe» 
under fih;:and the law of faith, by which 
grace reigns ‘through Chritt’s righteoufnels, 
the rivhtéoufnels of Jaith, and all who are un- 
der it, areiproved to be under grace.—T hefe 
Jaws he compares ; and having, for a trial of 
their flrength, put their refpective govern. — 
ments at iffue, he finds them very unequally | 
matched; and that the law of life in Chrif}. 
Jefus, has made its fubjects free from the law 
of fin and death; and is able to proteét them 
faiely from all its tremendous claims and 
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“The feriptures fpeak of faith as being a 
fubfantial law, with which the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, in laying down his Hie, entirely 
comports as the evidence, to give it exercife ; 
by the strength of which daw and evsdence, 
grace takes the throne, and prevails against 
fin and death, and finally triumphs and reigns 
unto eternal life-—Who /fhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's ele? It 1s God that jufla- 
fieth.— Faith, the fubstance of things hoped 
for, as has been fhewn, is infeparable from . 
the divine existence, Here, then, is our daw; 
itis God himfelfi—Who zs he that condemn- 
eth? It is Chrift that died, yea, rather that has 
rifen again, who ts even at the right hand of 
God, who alfo maketh intercefion for us.— 
Here, alfo, 1s our evidence; the evidence of 
things not feen—the evidence that fully com- 
ports with the law of faith—it is a crucified 
and a rz/en Saviour. | 
How long, alas! will men deceive them- 
felves with their own righteoufnels PO the 
blindnefs and ftupidity of their prefering for 
jultification their own faith, in the place of 
the covenant righteoufnefs of the Father and 
Son, the everlalting law and evidence of the 
trath of God and Chrift! Woe unto them that 
put darkne/s for ight, and light for darkne/s. 
How is it poffible that men fhould conceive 
of their own faith as being a law, or evidence, 
or any thing of a nature by which they could 
be juttified! When people, who have Bibles, 
can make fuch a miltake, we may ceale to 
wonder at the heathen who miftake a block, 
carved out by theirown hands, fer God their 
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creator. And, no wonder, if men, who take 
this ground of juftification, prove, abund- 
antly, by their love of the world, and con- 
verfation in the things of time and fenfe, ‘ 
that the law of their own faith, is weak 
through the evidence of their own faith; 
and that they are {till holden and command- 
ed, by the itronger principle of the law of 
fin and death, 
' But through the eternal daw and righte- 
oufne/s of faith, grace reigneth—this is the» 
flrength of the throne of heaven; and by 
this, grace has reigned from everlafting, and 
will reign to everlafling; and the believer in 
the go/pel, which is, not the faith of the crea- 
ture, but the revelation of Jefus Chrift’s king- 
dom, founded in the faith and righteoufnels 
of God—the true believer, I fay, may re- 
joice, and he will rejoice; and, by his love 
of the Father, and converfation in. heaven, he 
will prove that grace reigns through righte- 
oufnefs—that by faith he obtains the viétory, 
and that the bodys dead, becaufe of fin; but 
the fprrit rs life, because of righteoufnefs.— 
for uf by one man’s oftnte death reigned by 
ene; much more they which receive abundance 
of grace, and of the gift of righteoufnefs, fhall 
“reign tn life by one, Fefus Chrift.— Moreover, 
the law entered, that the offence might abound: 
but where fin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: That as fin hath reigned unto death, 
even fo might grace reign through righteous 
nefs unto eternal life, by Fefus Chrift our 
Lord. Rom v.17, 20, 21. 
Through the breach of the covenant in 
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. Adam, men were left naked to the law; and, 
as in this ftate, they were free from righte- 
oufnels, and filled with all unrighteouf{nels ; 
the law, though holy, juft and good, could 
be none other to them, fo difconneéted from 
Chrift, than a law of fin and death: As, 
however, Chrift was made under the law, it 
became an inftrument whereby his obedient 

eople were united to him; and fo, even in 
that ftate of the fervant, were able to fland 
in judgment againft fin anddeath. kt might 
even be faid of fome of God's fervants, under 
the law, that they were conquerors. Moles 
was an hundred and twenty years old when 
he died, in the embraces of his God, in the 
tep of Pifgah; Azs eye was not dim, nor has 
natural force abated :—And Elijah mounted 
to heaven on a chariot of fire, and out flew 
all the arrows of death, : 

But, O! how may they exult in the ftrength 
of God, who are under grace, and are con- 
neéted with Chrift Jefus in the gofpel of the 
kingdom? They are juftified from all things! 
By the law of grace, they are brought to 
God; and through the fnihed evidence of 
the everlafting righteoufnefs, in the crucifi- 
ed, rifen and afcended Redeemer, they are 
prefented at the right hand of the Majetty 
on high ; and being thus jultified by faith, 
we may boldly fay, God zs our helper ; and 
that we are more than conquerors. 


“ As I rode on the sky, 

Justified from on high, 
Could I envy Elijah his seat? 

My soul mounted higher 


- 
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Than his chariot of fire, . iiite 
While the moon rolled under his feets 
O! the rapturous height 
Of the holy delight, . ce 
Which I found in the life-giving blood ! 
’ Of my Saviour possess’d 
“I was perfectly blest, # i 
» Asif fll’d with the fullness of God.” 


In the {pirit, we have already obtained the 
victory over fin; and have now come unto 
Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Ferufalem; and we are 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp tt. 
on of our body. For this corruptible muft put 
on incorruption, and this mortal mu/ft put on 
emmortahty. So when this. corruptible fhall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal fhall 
have put on immortality, then fhall be brought 
to pafs the faying that ts written, death is fwal- 
lowed up in veétory ? O death, where ts thy 
fling? O grave, where is thy vitory? The 
fing of death is fin; and the firength of fin 
as the law, But thanks be to God, which giv- ; 
eth us the vittory through our Lord Fefus 

Chri. : 
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CHAPTER UE 


OF Tue RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH 
| REVEALED. 
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_. . Settion 1. Fallen Man vifited. 
ARK was that hour, in which the world: 
"~ day wholly fhadowed by the power of. 
the ferpent; but the new day dawned; fpeed-. 
ily, 2m the wind of the day, the voice of one. 
feeking the loft, was heard in the garden that 
God had planted. , Man is found, nafed, 
without covenant righteoufnefs, without truth 
and fidelity; and therefore, without. confi- 
dence, feeking to hide himfelf from the pre= 
Jence of the Lord God amongst the trées of the 
garden; undone! undone! but a Saviour. 
rams Meatic df 4 4 Au, 

The errand of Chrift to our world now 
was; to reveal himfelf as the ele€t head; and 
to make an eftablifhment here, upon the 
foundation of his own truth and righteous- 
nels, in his engagément in covenant with thé 
Father. By the name of the feed of the wo- 
man, hé reveals himfelf as coming forward 
in the flefh; the mighty antagonift of the fer- 
pent; and by pronouncing a curfe upon the 
pround; which, in effect, would diforder, 
ficken, arid finally diffolve the conftitution 
of nature; he intimates the manner of the 
folemn warfare; but efpecially, by palling 

ey 
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fentence of diffolution upon the humati bes 
dy, in this conneétion, he reveals the great 
‘and. eternal purpole of God refpecting him 
felf; for having offered himfelf to view as 
man, or as the feed of the woman, and then 
faying to man, duft thou art, and unto duft 
Jfaalt thou return; thts was pronouncing the 
fentence upon himfelf; and, therefore, 1t was 
a declaration of the will of God, and of his 
own frée confent to lay down his life. 

- ‘Thus the foundation of the everlafting co- 
venant was laid open to view, for an elect 
eftablilament in ovr world; and which is 
feen immediately to take effect. Adam now 
ceafes to view himfelf as conftituted in the 
beginning, the father of the world, or the head 
of the human family; and turns his attenu- 
on wholly to that which {hould be of the wo- 
man; and he’ called his wife's name Eve, be- 
caufe fhe was the mother of all hving. Allo, 
unto Adar, and to his wife, did the Lord 
God inake coats of /kins, and cloathed them; 
for, from henceforth, their fupport would 
not be from a natural fouree, but dy means 
of death; and they muft now look for cloath- 
ing, for protection, life and glory, from the 
fiain; from the fupernatural, and my/lerzous 
fource of the /hedding of blood: > : 
Othe wifdom of God! How far out of 
fight muft this have been, even from: the 
{erpent’s piercing eye, that the Creator would 
fo promptly have configned over that won. 
derful creature man, the faireft woman, yea, : 
and that tender body. prepared for himfelf, 
to the duff of death? And the heavens and. 


° 
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the earth, this finifhed work of his hands, 
with the beauty and glory of the whole fys- 
tem-of nature, all to the fiery flame? Thus 
difarming his enemy of his otherwife almighty 
power —leizing and binding him with his own 
acquired forces—and turning upon him the 
terrors of his own dominion, even the keys of 
hell and of death—yea, kindled into a quench- 
lefs flame, turning that very power upon 
him by which he thought to have reigned 
for ever, as a chain of eternal vengeance. 


BE alse 
‘ 


SeGtion 2. Cherubimand flaming Sword. 

An eftablifhment being made in our world, 
by the blood of the everlafting covenant, means 
mutt be provided and ufed to proteét it, and 
carry on the work of redemption; and.fo, 
to raile up the building of grace, upon this 
new foundation. tic 
jt is evident, from the nature of the pur- 
pole of God in view, that man, now,, muit 
not eat of the natural tree of life—this would 
militate direétly againft the work of grace— 
it is apparent that fhould he continue to eat 
of that tree, and his body thus be rendered 
indiffoluble, his falvation would be impofli- 
ble. 

Wherefore, the Lord God faid, Behold, 
the man 1s become as God, to know good and 
evil, i.e. having eaten of the tree of know- 
Jedge of good and evil, he has thrown off his 
govenant fubjection to the word of God; and, 
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as God himfelf, has fet up for independence. 
‘Man, therefore, may not be trufted upon the 
ground of his regard to the authority of 
God’s word or commandment, merely, not 
to eat of the tree of life; but, for fafety, he 
mult be fut under guard. Here commences. 
the whole wondertul fcene of redemption- 
difcipline. 

Jefus Chrift, knowing the will of the Fa- 
ther, laid down his life of himfe!f; but mere 
man could never do this—his hfe muft be 
taken from him ; though, finally, under the 
irrefiftible {word of the {pirit, bemg reduced, 
as it were, to the Jalt gafp, by the power of 
fovereign grace, he is brought to a cheerful 
{ubmiflion to the divine will. So he drove 
out the man: and he placed at the eaft of the 
garden of Eden, cherubims, and a flaming 
fword which turned every way, to keep the way 
of the iree of life. In this folemn, determin- 
ed, and /ure manner, by the power of the 
ele& eftablifhment, we fee the all-wife, and 
infinitely gracious fentence of natural diffo- 
lution, carrying into execution. 

All this being on the common ground, and 
belonging to the higheft intereft of the eleét 
world, the mighty angels, cherubim, are here 
brought forward and employed as the grand 
guards; and they appear arrayed upon the 
{tand, in this miniftry to the heirs of falvation. 

But behold that flaming /word, united to 
the cherubim, as their glory and ftrength !— 
This evidently was not their agent, but their: 
principle, or the ftrength of their eftablifh- 
ment. It was indeed united to them, and it 
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fiood with them, but they did not wield it— 
itfelf turned every way. Here, doubtlefs, we 
may contemplate the dreadful form, in which 
Chrift united himfelf to the angelic world; 
and in which he girded them, and commifli- 
oned them as his miniftering fpirits; and 
made them, for his Ifrael, chariots of fire and 
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Section 3, Sacrifice. 

The new eftablifhment in view, it will be 
perceived, is founded in its nature in the in- 
{titution of facrifice; by facrifice I mean the 
fhedding of blood, Yet Cain, faithlefs Cain, 
in the view of acceptance with God, chole 
{till to a& upon the natural principle. And 
he brought of the fruit of the ground an offer- 
ing unto the Lord, But Abel, his brother, 
brought an offering of the firfilings of his flock, 
and of the fat thereof. ie 

And the Lord had refpe& unto Abel, and to 
his offering: But unto Cain and to has offer= 
ang he had not refpect. And Cain was very 
wroth, and entered into a controverly with 
his Brother Abel, upon the ground of this dis- 
tinction; and, therefore, he entered into a 
controverfy with the Lord himfelf. 

Yet, being full of compaflion, the Lord 
condefcended to come to an explanation with 
Cain, and reafoning with him in the moft con- 
vincing manner, he held out to him the inelti- 
mable provifion of his infinite grace, faying, 
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Why art thou wroth? and Why 1s thy countes 
nance fallen? If thou doft well, fhalt thou not 
be accepted? and if thou doft not well, a fin-of- 
fering lieth at the door: and unto thee fhall be 
his defire, and thou fhalt be his head. -: 
~~ But Cain full turned the’ deaf ear to the 
revelation of falvation by grace; and, final- 
ly, took the woful refolution to {tand it out, 
and decide the controverfy by ftrength of 
arms; and going out, treading under foot that 
facrifice which couched down before his door, 
even the blood of the everlafting covenant, 
‘he gallantly invited Abel his brother into the 
field: and there Cain rofe up again{t Abel his 
brother, and flew him. Woe unto them whe 
go inthe way of Cain! : 


Se&ion 4. The Blood of Abel. 

Cain, having taken the refolution to con- 
tend with his brother by force of arms, pro- 
claims the war.—According to the Septua- 
gint Bible, he gave Abel an exprefs challenge; 
the words are thefe, And Cain faid to Abel his 
brother, Let us go nto THE -FIELD.* But ~ 
Abel did notaccept the challenge. The word, 
zt came to pafs, fuppofes that fome time had 
elapfed after Cain had difcovered his imten- 
tion, and the other word, he rofe up, feems 
to fignify that, finally, Cain lay in wait for 
Abel, Pe eee 


* To xiv, the\field for feet: not rox eyzov, the field for til- 
ae e., zs ? Sed) 


Bioop oF ABEL. 533 


. The firft murderer was the firft challenger ; 
the fcene of murder opened in our world in 
the fafhionable ftyle of the duellift, and Cain 
has the honor of’ being the father of thele 
gentlemen of honor. And, perhaps, if offen- 
five war was ever excufable, and a caule ex- 
ited which could warrant a challenge, Cain 
might be excufed; for Abel was his rival 
in the moft tender point of his honor and 
feeling; and he appeared to be rifing up to 
eclipfe him in his ftanding of fuperiority, 
and to interfere in an intereft where all his _ 
feelings were alive, and, to which, upon na- 
tural principles, Cain, as being the elder bro- 
ther, had the moft indifputable claim. 

It appears clearly, from this cafe, that the 
difpute between the feed of the woman and 
the feed of the ferpent relates to a matter of 
fate, and that the long and bloody flruggle 
‘ 4s at iffue in this queftion, Who fhall hold the 
- government? Who {hall have the rule? 

Cain conceived that. this was a caufe in 
which his honor, and, therefore, his a// was — 
at flake; and the Lord, in his addrefs to him, 
confiders the fubjeét in this view, and offers 
him, if he would renounce his natural pnn- 
ciples, and take the fide of the kingdom of 
grace, which prefented the only ground up- 
on which it was poflible either for him or his 
brother to enjoy the divine favor, or to have 
any well-being or valuable interett whatever; 
that, as the elder brother, he fhould have the 
sriority, and that Abel, as the younger, fhould 
pe fubject unto him. 

‘This propofal was infinitely reafonable, 
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and was the only one that could be nade 
confiftently with the holy and benevolent 
purpofe of redemption. Cain, however, could 
not accept it, for he was.a natural man, and 
loved the world as it then was; and he did 
not receive the humbling truthof a regener= 
ation, and was unreconciled to the wholefy& . 
tem of grace. . vith, | in 
But, though Abel knew what) was purpofs 
ed again{t him, and that it was war, yet hé 
did not arm, but prepared only his mind fof, 
the approaching event,—On the one hands 
the operation of the war was projetted by. 
the force of carnal weapons, weapons to /hed: 
blood; but on the other, the defence was con~ 
templated, merely, by the virtue of the-dlood 
shed. And thus, Abel fell a martyr. i 
And the Lord faid unto Cain; Where is Abel: 
thy brother? And he faid, [knownot: not the 
keeper of my brother am I.—Here Cain is fee 
attempting to ftand his ground, and boldly; 
challenging the Lord himfelf; that as he had. 
fet up Abel upon another foundation, and he 
was not under his government, he was no, 
longer under his care and proteétion; and, 
where he was now,.concerned him not, foi 
that he was out ef his way.—And the Lord, 
fad unto Cain, What haft thou done?. the voice. 
of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the. 
ground, And now art thou curfed from the 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receivé: 
thy brother's blood from thy hand. When thow. 
iulleft ihe ground, at fhall not henceforth yield. 
to thee her firength: groaning and trembling 
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The blood of Abel being fhed upon the 
eleé& principle, and fo revealing, in a ftriking 
figure, the truth of Chriffs mn hteoufnefs, 
brought into effeét by means of is death, it 
greatly ftrengthened the ele@ eftablifhment; 
and going down into the {prings of nature 
with this diffolving virtue, it greatly weaken- 
ed thofe powers; and, therefore, for time to 
come, the ground would fail of yielding un- 
to Cain her full ftrength. pate 
 Surprifed, defeated, covered with confu- 
fion, and filled with wrathful defpair! Casn 
faid unto the Lord God, Greater than my de- 
‘fert! where can I fuftain myfelf? Behold, thou 
haft driven me out this day from the face of the 
earth, and from thy face fhall I be hid, and 
groaning and trembling I fhall be upon the 
earth: and tt fhall come to pafs that every one 
finding me frall kill me.—But the Lord had 
faid, Cain fhall be upon the earth; he and 
his feed mult yet, for a long time, be contin- 
ued in the world; for the work of redemp- 
tion muft ftill be carried on, and at length be 
perfeéted by means of the fhedding of blood, 
and inftruments to effe@ this mult be at hand. 

Therefore, the Lord anfwered Cain—Not 

fo. Whofaever flayeth Carn, vengeance fall be 
taken on him fevenfoid. And the Lord fea 
mark upon Catn, left any finding him fhould 
kill him. — . 

Hence is the origin of the civil inflitution 
and authority ; the end and defign of which, 
and the fan@tion it has received from God, 
is to reftrain perfoaal retaliation and indivic- 

Us 
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“ 
ual vengeance; and to regulate and control 
a private intereft by a public good. | ie 
~The civil laws of communities, at firft, were 
given ina very fimple form; they were firft 
enrolled by fome very fimple and plain marks 
or charaéers. What was the particalar kind 
of charaéter, by which this firft ervil law was 
‘engraved and regiftered, is ufelefs to enquire 
but, itis evident, that this mark, with the high 
fan€tion arinexed to it, was of the nature of 
a civil written law.—The plain fubjeét of it 
forms the great mark or character of civil fo- 
ciety; and to this mark or charaéter, which, 
under the hand and heavy fan€tion of the 
Judge of all the earth, was fet to Cain, is to 
be traced the civil infiitution. _ 
The notion, that fomething befides the ci- 
vil inftitution has ever been given to men, 
to protect any individual or fociety, is an 
idle fancy’; and, without regard to the civil 
inflitution, the enquiry, what was the mark 
fet to Cain? can never be anfwered; for there 
is not the feaft evidence that any other thing 
of this nature ever exifted. wits 
Cain now went off in form from ‘the divine 
eflablifhment, ‘and, under the inftitutionof 
police and civil government, builded a city. 
And hence, the fathers of the civilized arts, 
the Jabals, Jubals, and the Tubals, fprang 
from Cain. And, to this high fource, alfo, 
may be traced a nobility, and the confeiring 
upon men titles of honor, ‘and calling their 
lands and citees after thezr own names.—Cain 
called the name of his city after the name of 
his fon, Enoch; and Tubal, by way of di- 


Bioop oF ABEL, 939 


stinGtion and eminence, no doubt, and to bear 
up the honors of his ancestors, was called 
‘Tubal-Cain. las: ide de aah Sta hl 

- But the civil institution, though it can re- 
strain and contro! the individuals, and alfo - 
protect the particular members, and the whole. 
body, in civil fociety, yet it could not, in the 
least, restrain or control the warbetween Cain 
and his feed, and the elect feed; they were 
in nature, and had now in form become two 
distin@ nations, and this was a proclaim- 
ed, and, as we fay, an authorized war, be- 
tween nation and nation. 

Though wars between different states and 
nations, in the view of the divine law, on one 
fide or both, are murders; and will be fo ad- 
judged at the last day; yet, as to the civil in- 
stitution, they are deemed legal, and by it 
thefe murderers are protected —Such war, 
therefore, can be terminated only by the de- 
cifion of the field. Bye 2s 

‘Lamech, a defcendant of Cain, carried on 
the war with fpirit; he {lew two Abels, a man 
and a youth; but, like Cain before, he had 
to confefs with anguifh of mind, that the war 
_ had turned against him ; and he found that 
his conguefls had been to his wounaing and 
to his Awrt; yet he confoled himfelf} and 
calmed the fears of his wives, that, guilty as 
they were, they were still under civil protecs 
tion; and that, if Cain fhould be avenged fe- 
venfold, wonderful as it might feem, lurely 
Lamech {hould be avenged /eventy and feven 
fold! Where feven, at first, were united in 
the civil compat, doubtlels there were NOW 
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feventy and feven ; and the government, by fo, 
much, was the more strengthened and con- 
firmed. - i) ih Ae Ol gpa 
How fuperficial and vain is the reafoning 
-and glorying of natural men!—So far was it 
_ from being a mercy either for Cain, or for La- 
mech; and fo far is it ever from being, pro- 
perly confidered, a mercy fora murderer tobe 
protetted, orin any way whatever, to efcape 
from the avenger of blood; that it is his pri- 
vilege to pay the forfeit with his own blood, 
For, otherwife, his cafe is hopelefs; as by the 
divine law, which will determine the future 
{tate of all men, in this cafe, fuch fatisfaftion 
is an indifpenfably requifite for pardon and 
grace, ARESENE OU Fag 


. Seétion 5. Men calling upon God... 

The great tribulations arifing neceffarily 
from the nature of the ele& eftablifhment, are 
ever the caufes of effeciwal fervent prayer ; it 
is only when the elect people, in fome degree, 
find themfelves delivered unto death, as Jefus 
Chrift was the night before he fuffered on the 
crofs, that they agonize and pray, as he then 
prayed, met 

The firft prayer recorded in the feriptures, 
where moft faithfully is recorded the work 
of God’s holy fpirit, is the crying of the blood 
of Abel; by which we may underftand the 
prayer he made to God, while bleeding to 
death under his brother’s hand. And, doubt- 
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Jefs, for this reafon, genuine prayer, in the 
{criptures, is called groanings; not merely 

the folitary figh, but, as the meaning of the 
word is, the ftrong, deep and unutterable 
complaint of the foul, as that of the death 
roan. 

The blood of Abel is joined exprefsly with 
the blood of Zecharias, as being fhed bothin - 
one cafe, Matth. xxii. 95. which fupports 
this fenfe of the crying of the blood of Abel; 
for when Zechariah, being ftoned, was ex~ 

' piring, he faid, Look, Lord, and require tt.—— 
And it may be concluded, that from the dy- 
ing cry of Abel, and the Lord’s appearing to 
make inquifition for his blood in anfwer to 
it, the glorious truth was firft proved and 
fhown, that Fehovah is a prayer hearing God. 

In the days of Enos, began men to call up- 
on the name of the Lord.—Lhe war between 
the feed of the ferpent, and the feed of the 
woman grew hot; and the afpeéts of thefe 
oppofite principles appeared daily more and 
more irreconcilable, and exciting to the bloa- 
dy confliét.—It was fometime in the days of 
Enos, that the Lamech of Cain flourifhed.— 
The ele& of God found themlelves helled ald 
the day long, and accounted as fheep for the 

flaughter ; therefore, as they ever have done 
in like circumftances, they now reforted in 
good earneft to their only legitimate and 
all-conquering weapons, faith, patience and 


prayer. ! 
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Seftion 6. Men of Renown. 

‘The ferpent having proved the ill-fuccels’ 
of this outward and uncovered mode of war- 
fare; and, at length, perceiving the peculiar 
nature of the eleét eftablifhment, more wilely 
conceived of the deeper meafure of feduce- 
-ment; and which he adopted, by all the en- 
ticements of the fle/h, the alurements of the 
eyes, and the indulgent charms, er heroic 

aftions of the pride of life. ; ; 

_ Therefore, his blaod-{tained weaponsare 
laid afide—his every motion becomes conci- 
liatory, and a profpeft is now given of happy 
dimes. ‘Phe daughters of men came forth, 
brilliant, in foft apparel, and ornaments of | 
gold, with their lydian fongs and city ad- 
drefs, and fmiling with the airs and arts of 
pleatures. ‘The fons of God, unwarily, fell 
mto the fnare—they faw that they were fair; 
and they took them wives of all which they 
chofe. 

‘The fruit of this union, of the form of god- 
linefs, with the civil eftablifhment, (for more 
than the form of godlinefs can never-be thus’ 
united) for a while was grand. ‘The chil- 
dren of this marriage became mighty men, 
which were of old, men of renown. But fi- 
nally, this union produced the moft fatal dis- 
orders—it erafed the impreffions and re- 
firaints of the civil charatter, made by the 
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hand of God, from the mind, and from the 
face of fociety; and, confequently, the earth 
was filled with violence. peng 

This ever has been, and ever muft be, the 
fruit of fuch an union; for the form of god- 
linefs, beng of another nature, in union with 
the civil charaéter, muft complicate and mar 
it, and foreduce its ftrength, like clay or drofs 
mingled with the metals—which tendency, 
the experience of the world has fhown; and 
that the more fimply the civil or any other 
inftitution is preferved, it will be the more 
effe€tual. This adulterating and corrupting 
tendency, therefore, in fuch a ftate, by de- 
grees, muft weaken the civil compact, and 
finally, deftroy its influence. And the form 
of godlinefs, not, being able to fupport itfelf, 
being the form only without the power, brit- 
tle and weak as drofs and mzry clay, falls a 
dead weight upon the finking empire, 

So that even this deep policy of fatan, a- 
vails him but for a fhort time; though fo 
defperate is his caufe, that he has recourfe 
to it over and over ‘again, whillt, in the iffue, 
it never fails to divide his own dominions, 
and bring nation upon nation, and kingdom 
upon kingdom, and even to divide the houte 
and kingdom againft ifelf, 


Setion 7. Enoch Prophefyng. 
By the joining together of what God hath 
put afunder, things the moft oppolite in’prin- 
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ciple, and uncongenial in operation—by the 
mixing, adulterating, and fo corrupting of 
both the divine and civil eflabli{hments ; pro- 
ducing, as the natural fruit of fuch a com- 
merce, men of renown—men feeking  re- 
-nown—all for being’ head men—for divid- 
ing and fubjugating, or warring upon all— 
and at the fame time, opening wide the door 
for the exercife of this unbounded ambition, 
by obliterating the bond of civil fociety.— 
Thefe things, I fay, taking place, what more 
evident figns could be fhown in the earth, 
of the approach of a general convultion ? 

Wherefore Enoch. alfo, the feventh from A- 
dam, prophefied of thele, fayng, Behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thoufand of his faints, 
To execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly amon go them, of all ther 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
milted, and of all ther hard [peeches, which 
ungodly finners have [poken againft him. 

The ground: bringing forth briars and 
thorns was an early indication of the judg- 
ment of God, founded in the eleét eftablifh- 
ment; and the added curfe, or new evil and 
delinquency of the earth, that Cain experi- 
encéd after the death of Abel, together with 
the wounding and crippling felt and confels- 
ed by Lamech, fhewed plainly, that the na- 
tural powers were weakening, and the hea- 
venly powers. were prevailing; but what was - 
now taking place on every fide, proved that 
the foundations of the earth were fhaken, 
and were all out of courfe, and that nature 
awaited a fearful doom. 
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_ Enoch prophefied of the/e—the world, at 
this time, had convincing proof of the truth 
of his prophecy before their eyes ; infomuch 
that he needed only to point to the popular 
and renowned charatters of the age, in order 
‘to fhew tt, faying, Behold, the Lord cometh! 
~ The tranflation of Enoch, which followed; 
was the molt folemn and weighty atteftation 
to the truth of his prophecy—ait proved pal- 
pably, that there was another world; be- 
tween which, and that world of the ungodly, 
there was an oppofition; and whofe powers 
were moft active and wonderful; and which; 
with authority, could reach the earth, and 
proteét its friends and confeffors; and there- 
fore, doubtlefs, could execute the threatened 
judgment upon all ungodly mien. 


Seftion 8. Righteou/ne/s preached. 
Pilate hearing the word of truth, perfe@ly 
{poken, faid, What ts truth? and turned away 
direftly from the fubjeG@. What is righte- 
oufnels? is the fame queftion, often afked, 
but how rarely confidered! For, being ofa _ 
nature hard to be believed, it 1s a queltion 
hard to be underftood; yet, what is more 
unqueltionable than the fact of the exiftence 
of an elect world, which is feen to refult ne- 
ceflarily from the divine principle? which 
truth has been exhibited in every age; and 
with convincing evidence, that it is a dng-. 
dom of immortal ftrength and glory; and 
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that it is able to withfland all oppofing pow- 

er; and, in theend, it /hati break in pieces and 

confume all the kingdoms of this world; and 
hall fill the whole earth, and fiand for ever. 


” The kingdom of God is reghteoufne/s, &c. 


for grace reigns through righteoufnefs. All 
#t concerns us to know in religion, is com- 
prifed inthe brief queftion, what as truth? 
or, what ts righteoufne/s? And the anf{wer is 
equally brief, the kingdom of God—the king- 
dom of heaven. | | 
~ Tt is obferved of Abel and of his works, 
that they were righteous; and of Noah, that 
he was a preacher of righteoufnefs. Thefe 
obfervations in the New Teftament, are evi- 
dently made upon the faéts recorded in the 
Old, which are few, and moft plain. For 
an ele&t eftablifhment, believed and confefs- 
ed, in an offering brought unto the Lord, of 
the lamb of facrifice, is all that is recorded 
on the divine page, of the works of the righ- 
teous Abel; and which gives him the’ cha- 
racter. | . 
Ané the fa& refpe&ting Noah's being righ- 


teous, and his preaching righteoufnefs, is e- | 


gually fimple; for the /asth, or truth, con- 
cerning an elect eftablilhment, which, in ef- 
fect, muft diffolve the natural world, was the 
righteoufnels found of God in him; and his 
expreffing this, by preparing an ark, was the 
preaching of righteoufne/s, which he con- 
demned the world. Vhis is all that is record- 
ed of the preaching of Noah; and it is faid 
expre(sly, that it was in this way that Noah 
preached of righteoufnels, to the conviétion 


_ 
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of worldly ungodly men. By faith Noah, be- 
ang warned of Ged of things not feen as yet, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
faving of has houfe; by the which he con; 
demned. the world, and became heir of the 
righteoufne/s which ws by faith. 

If it be afked, why the eleét eftablifhment, 
together with thefe evidences which. relate 
to it, is called righteoufnels ? The anfwer is 
plain—it is for the fame reafon that the {ub- 
{tance of things hoped for, together with the 
evidence of things not feen, 1s called faith, 
wiz. That Chrift’s engagement in eternity to 
perform the work of redemption; together 
with his coming forward, in time, to lay. 
down-his life, that he might take 1t again, 
and fo be the foundation of the ele world, 
was an aét of covenant obedience, and an{wer- 
edtothe rule of the divine will; and therefore, 
with the greateft propriety, the elect founda- 
tion, together with the whole fuperftructure 
belonging to it, is called righteoufne/s—at 1s 
everlajting sighteoufnels. | 


Seftion 9. The Deluge. | 
According to the theory, we have feen a. 
caufe exiflling in the creation, which eventu- 
ally muft diilolve the natural frame of the 
world, Ubis caufe we have feen gaining 
{irength, and giving various lure indicaticns 
of the approach of the folema event, 
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Moreover, from the peculiar conftruétiow 
of this firft world, it is apparent, that the firft 
dreadful cataftrophe would be by a deluge 
of waters. For the expanding power of the 
"creative operation being, to a certain degree, 

weakened, the waters above the firmament 
would return towards thofe from which, by 
that power, they were originally divided ; 
and, by the fame caufe, the waters beneath 
would fwell, and flow over their natural 
bounds. ‘This {welling of the fubterraneous 
waters, requires an explanation—our theory 
offers the following. 

Though, as has been faid, the fprangling 
motion of the fluid would not reach the cen: 
tre of the globe; yet it is not fuppofed that 
the fluid itfelf, in this dire€ticn, would not 
approach there; on the contrary, muft we 
not conclude, from its all commanding pow- 
er, that 1t would take full poffefon of the 
centre; and there attraét to itfelf, or rather, 
be united and compreffed by its expanding 
power, with fucha prodigious force, as would 
buoy up the waters and heavieft bodies P— 
This denfity, or compreffian of the fluid at 
the centre, is what was intended by the ob- 
fervation, page 180, that the obftruciion, from 
whence arifes the Tprangling of the fluid, may 
be chiefly from ifelf, being too much compreffed: 
by converging to a centre. 

It is evident, that this fluid, in its expand. 
ing direction, towards the centre, would car-- 
ry nits current all the waters, or vapours, 
until its force began to abate by its compref- 
fion, And, is it not alfo’evident; that anelaf.» 
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tic fluid moving in this manner, with fuch 
{trength as we know this fluid moves, would 
at the centre become fo compreffed, as to ren- 
der buoyant the greate{t conceivable weight? 
If fo, this conclufion follows, that the whole 
region occupied by the air, earth and waters, 
in the firft world, was between the points, 
where the commanding fluid, expanding to- 
ward the centre, began to be comprefled, and 
where the whole became buoyant by the 
greater degrees of this compreffion, | 
The {welling and rocking of feas, and the 
undulatory motions of the earth froma fhock 
of the earthquake, feem to indicate fome- 
thing of this nature in the prefent flate of 
the world, and that they lie upon an clatlie 
fluid. How elfe can it be explained, that the 
fea will fometimes fwell and roll to the great- 
eft height when there is no florm, and none 
has immediately preceded? Thefe fwellings 
often begin in the molt perfect calm; a florm 
1S expetted to fucceed; but, inflead of in 
creafing, it is often found, even in the height 
of the gale, that the {welling has abated. 
But fhould not the known powers of the 
electrical fluid, its attraétion to itfelf, the ve- 
_ hemence of its motion, and its alaflicity, to- 
gether with other phenomena of nature, be 
thought fufficient to afford the conclufion, 
that it poffefles wholly the centre of the earth; 
ftill it muft be concluded that vaft quantities, 
of this fluid are contained within the globe, 
and in fo comprefled a flate, as to be able to. 
command the waters. In earthquakes, this e- 
lement is known to be difcharged from the. 
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earth in great quantities; the vapours iffuing 
from the earth, at fuch a time, are often in 
fo great a degree electric, as to have the ap- 
pearance of a flame of fire; and the waters, 
thereby, as at the time of the late great earth- 
quake at Quito, in South America, have been 
caufed to flow far above the natural {prings, 
and much of the country, in this manner, has » 
been overflowed. bperethae 
I think it beyond all doubt, that the-caufe 
of the éarthquake is the fame thing in nature, 
as that of thunder. A portion of the electrical 
fluid being fuddenly let off from the cloud, 
the remainder, recoiling to reftore its equill- 
brium, caufes the concuffion of the cloud; 
whilft the part let off, in its courfe to other 
clouds, or to the earth, produces thofe fhocks 
and other effects of thunder, which we ob- 
ferve in the air, and upon bodies near the 
furface of the earth. In like manner, a por- - 
tion of this fluid being let off from its great 
magazines within the earth, what remains: 
will fuddenly recoil and -produce a fhock. 
there, proportionably great to the quantity. 
of the fluid feparated ; and which feparated 
part, in its courfe through the waters, earth 
and air, may naturally be fuppofed to pro- 
duce all the effeéts of the earthquake, obferv- 
ed, in a greater or lefs degree, to accompany 
the f{heck. | YY ointy 
itis evident, therefore, upon the ground’ 
ef the moft eftablifhed fats relative to this: 
fubject, that the expanding force of the fluid. 
being weakened, and its compreffion within 
the earth abated, thoféWalt magazines would. 
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dilate and occupy more fpace, and, confe- 
quently, the waters muft rife, proportionably, 
above their ufual level. Indeed, had not the 
world been fo conftructed, that its waters. 
_fhould be thrown upon the earth by the fame 
eaufe with that of its undergoing fuch an uni- 
verfal {hock, and change of its form, it muft 
have inftantly been deluged with fire; for, 
otherwife, it cannot be conceived of, that fo 
great and univerfal a concuflion fhould take 
place, as the earth at fome pericd has mani- 
feftly undergone, and it not, thereby, be kin- 
dled into a melting flame. 

But, though the natural caufe of the flood 
be left out of view, fill the event anfwers 
perfectly to the divine theory; for the world, 
at firft, being conftruéted of water, and by 
water, the prevailing power of the eleét efta- 
blifhment, by diffolving that frame of the 
world, muft, of courfe, bring the flood of wa- 
ters upon the earth. The flood came, and, as 
the natural power, whatever it be, continued 
to weaken, fo it continued to rain, and the 
waters prevailed and increafed upon the 
earth, which was for forty days and forty 
nights. And al/flefh died that moved upon the 
earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beaft, 
and every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, and everyman. Allin whofe noftruls 
. was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry 
band died. And every ving fubfiance was de- 
froyed which was upon the face of the ground, 
both man and cattle, and the creeping things, 
and the fowl of the heaven ; and they were de- 
frroyed from the ear and Noah only re- 
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$e Wie: thy py ar ieee hs 
_ The pouring out of the waters from the 
fkies, and the breaking up of the fountains. 
of the great deep, by reafon of the proftration 

‘of the ftrength of nature, (which iftate of 
weaknefs and diforder, though it came to its 
height in forty days, continued an hundred 
and fifty days,) fo broke up and demolifhed, 
the frame of the globe, that nothing remain-. 
ed but the ruins of a world.—lIt is faid, the 
world that then was fere/hed. Of this truth; 
the face of the whole earth bears to us the 
malt ample teflimony. , 


SeGtion io. The Walters affwaged. 

_ But God remembered Noah, andevery liv: 
ing thing, and all the cattle that was with him 
an the ark: and God made a wind to pafs over 
the earth, and tne waters affwaged. This wind 
was a new nnpulfe given to the expanding 
power, or rather the recovery of its natural 
motion by the obftru€tion being removed. 

_Qur theory, as,to the firft world, leads us 
to conceive of One wind pafling over, the. 
earth, ever in the direélion in which the 
{pheres roll; and of its being in every refpect 
wuiform, and without any obftrudtion. | itis 
true, In this cafe, there would be no:clouds 
with rain; for it is evident, that clouds of 
rain are formed by. obftruéted winds. But 
fome have been led@le iuppotle, from the 
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feriptute account, that this was the circum- 
ftance of that world. Mofes; after his ac- 
count of the creation, noticing exprefsly how 
the earth was watered; méntions a mit from 
the earth: and alfo a river that went out of 
Eden, to water the garden, and that from thence 
it was parted, and branched out into various 
éountries; but makes no mention of there 
being clouds or rain; or father, as fome fup- 
pole, he defigned to exprefs the contrary, by 
faying, The Lord God had not caufed it to 
rain upon the earth. Gen. ii. v. See Dr. 
Burnet's Theory of the World. ] 

Befides, muft it not be concluded, as the 
rainbow is a token that the flood {hould not 
be repeated, that it had not before been feen? 
The figns and tokens that God has fet to his 
covenants, dre all natural, and in themfelvés 
expreflive. But were there before the flood 
clouds of rain; as there now dre, the rainbow 
had furely then appeared;‘and if fo, how 
can it now be cénfidered as a natural token, 
that the waters of the flood fhall not return 
to deftroy the earth. ° , | 

This, however, is very different from the 
prefent flate of things. Ancient aftronomers 
hyppated that two winds were ever Held over 
the earth, a€ting upon each other in an equi: 
librium, or alternately prevailing—thefe were 
confidered diflinétly, one as being the main 
power, and the other, as the governmental or 
balance power. Is not a fentiment like this 
expreffed by Agtir, Prov. xxx. 4. Who hath | 
gathered the wind in ‘ fits? By the fol- 
lowing exprefMion, it May be obferved, that 
y 
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the fubje€t which here fixed the mind of A- 


gur, was that of the expanding power ; of 
the opperation and effect of which, his ex- 
reflion is the moft natural and beautiful, 
Who hvth bound the waters in a garment? 
We are now to contemplate, more di- 
flinéily, the great myftery of God in the 
Archangel-Exhibition, or that of a world 
fubfifting by the agency of two powers att- 
ing againft each ether. In doing this, we 
may be aflifled by the infpired account giv- 
en of the manner in which the waters of the 
flood retarned from off the earth, viz, Gong 
and returning, or ebbing and flowing,, We 
have feen the power of the eleét-eltablifh- - 
ment fo prevailing, as to render the natural 
power incapable of binding the waters ; and 
fo, confequently, the deftruétion of the world. 
And though, at the end of an hundred and 
fifty days, the oppo/ing power was fo tar with- 
drawn, as to give the natural power. mouon; 
{till, by the motion of the waters going and. 
returning, we perceive fuch an exercife of 
this power, as, by governing and controling 
the natural principle, to become itfelf a con- 
flituent principle of the new world. | 
Here, then, we have. explained the going 
and returning Of the winds, the ebbing and 
flowing of the leas, and the waxing and wane- 
ing of all the affairs of this world. Jzde 
characterizes all prefent things—it has, with 
great propriety, become another name for 
time, as expreflive of the changeful courfe of 
the prefent world. Alfo, we have here ex- 
plaincd, that view offffhe divine government 
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over this world, which is conftantly exhibit- 

ed, both in providence and in the {criptures; 
and which has prefented to many fearching 
minds, fo great a difficulty, and fo often has 

defeated the calculations of the wife and pru- 
dent, viz. That events are [een to take place 

indire@tly, and, as it were, by the overruling 
and controling of what.might be confidered 
their natural courfe. . rae 

Why is the eaft wind the blaft of nature? 

Doubtlefs, the word dla/?, originally, meant 
this wind. Why is the agency of the ealt 
wind, fo often known in providence, and fo 
frequently referred to in the fcriptures; in the 
great and folemn work of judgment, where- 
by Zion is redeemed ? What inftru€tion is 
afforded to us, by its being-recorded of the 
dividing of the Red Sea, that the Lord caus- 
ed the fea to go back, by a ftrong eaft. wind ? 
Why, we afk, is the eaft wind here fpoken 
of as the agent of God, in thus countera€ting 
nature; and as explaining the operation of 
divine power in this myracle? And why, in 
the addrefs in the fong of Mofes to the angel’ 
of the Lord, is this wind particularized as 
his wind? Thou didft blow with thy wind.— 
Why went there forth a wind from the Lord 
to bring the quails into the camp of Ifrael P 
which aifo, Pial. Ixxviii. 26, is called an eaft 
wind, And why, alfo, to accomplith this 
event, are we informed of a wind coming 
back in another direftion? Why are the 
judgments of God, of every kind, ufually 
‘aferibed to the influence of the ealt wind? 
Note the following @paffages ;——Pharaoh 
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dreamed, And behold, feven ears withered, than, 
and blafted with the eaft wind. Gen. xl1, 23.— 
And Mofes fretched forth his rod over the land 
of Egypi,and the Lord brought an caft wind up- 
on the land all that day, and all that noght: 
‘and when it was morning, the eaft. wind 
brought the locufis. Exod. x..13. The rich, 
man fhall lie down, but he fhait not be gather- 
ed: he openeth his eyes, and he 2s not. Ter- 
rors take. hold on him as waters, a tempeft 
ftealeth him away in the night. The eaft wind 
carrieth him away. Job xxvil. 19—21.— 
Thou breakeft the frrps of Tarflifh uith an 
ealt wind, Plal. xlvin. 7.—Jl will fcatter them. 
as with an eaft wind. Jerem. xvili. 17.— 
Yea, behold, being planted, fhall it profper ?. 
Jfhalt ti not utterly wither, when the ealt wind 
toucheth 1? Ezek. xvil. 10.—But fhe was 
plucked up in fury, fhe was caft down to the 
ground, and the eaft wind dried up her fruit. 
Ezek. xix. 12—Tay rowers have brought thee 
enlo great waters: the eaft wind hath broken 
thee in the midft of the feas, Ezek. xxvii. 
26.—Thouch, he be fruitful among his breth- 
ren, an ealt wind /hall come, the wind of the 
Lord fhall come up from the wildernefs, and 
his [pring fhall become ary, and his fountain, 
Shalt be dried up x he fhall Sport the treafure of. 
alt pleafant veffels. Hof. xiii, 15,.—Here a-. 
gain the eaft wind is diftinguifhed as the wind 
of the Lord; and, by comparing this with 
Job i. 19. it appears that it was this fame 
wind of the Lord jrom the wi/derne/s, which 
{mote the houfe and flew Job’s children.— 


Again, God p) cpared qgchement eail wind; 
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and the.fun beat upon the head of Jonah, that 
he fainted. Jonah iv. 8.—They fhall come alt 
Jor violence; their faces fhall [up up as the eaft 
wind. Habak. 1. g.—Is there not before us, 
in the view of the archangel-eftablifhment, an 
an{wer to all this? iy bo Fete''9 toh 
Moreover, we have here explained the doc- 
trine brought into view by the apoftle, Rom. 
vill. of the creature, or natural world, being 
fubjected to vanity, or to the bondage of cor- 
ruption, and not having its free exercife; but 
that this is done, for the fame reafon of fub- 
jection, whence is the gofpel hope.—By the 
deluge, the earth was indeed made fubject to 
vanity and corruption; and, emerging from 
the waters, it groaneth and travelleth in pain 
until now; and it difcovers itfelf {till bound 
by that power; and, by its ftruggling and 
groaning, that it is {lll wrefdeng with the an- 
gel; that its bapti{m is unto death, and that, 
one day all that belongs to the firft creation, 
and remains of the life of nature, muft, from 
this caufe, expire.—But, by tracing up this. 
{tate of bondage and corruption of the crea- 
ture, in the light of truth, to the eleét efta- 
blifhment, and the’ redemption law, we fee 
the world, hereby, coming into union with 
its fuffering Redeemer; and that, Hhrongh 
this bondage of corruption, there 1s hope, the 
only hope, even the fame for which the fons 
of God are waiting, the hope of the refurrec- 
tion and eternal life. 
And, finally, from this flate of the world, 
we are led to contemplate a deiuge of fire, as. 


the clofing up of the syonderiul {cene. The 
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angelic power is ever reprefented to us as be- 
ing fire.—It is faid of the miniftering angels 
of Chrift, that he maketh them a flame of fire; 
and they are named feraphim, durners.— 
A flaming {word was the firft appearance in 
‘our world of this power.—Daniel beheld the 
throne of Chrift in the midft of thoufand 
thoufand, and ten thoufand times ten thou- 
fand of his angels; which throne was like the 
fiery flame, and his whecls burning fire. This 
mult mean the eflablifhment and power of 
the ele€t angelic kingdom. Morcover, he faw 
a fiery ftream iflue, and come forth from be- 
fore him; this, doubtlefs, was the fame ap- 
pearance which Mofes called a flaming /werd. 
‘The angel that fpake unto Mofes at Horeb, 
appeared in a flame of fire out of the midft 
of a bufh; and the law ordained by angels 
was a fiery law, and it was given forth from 
the mount that burned with fire, even from 
the midft of the fire.—The angel, alfo, that 
talked with Manoah, afeended to heaven in 
the flame of the altar; and it may be notic- 
ed, that the flame of the altar ever fignified 
the angelic difpofition, which we have fhewn 
to be founded in the facrifice of the everlaft- 
ing covenant, As the Lord’s hoft, the angels 
were feen like chariots of fire, and horfes of 
fire; and, as the attendants in his court, they 
were beheld with countenances as the light.’ 
ning; and the Lord has ever appeared a=’ 
mong them the /ame as at mount Sinai. 
» Vhe fhekinah, in leading the camp of Hrael 

out of Egypt, on the weft fide, was a watery 
cloud, but, on the eaftefide, it was a pillar of 
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fire; this gives. usa view of the archangel- 
exhibition, and of the conftitution of the 
world, according to Chrift’s mediate ftate.— 
The prefent world may be viewed as being 
under this baptizing cloud, as it were, be- 
tween the two pillars, baptized already with 
the delugimg waters, and waiting the ap- 
proach of the pillar of fire, which, in the 
{criptures, is often called the glory of the Lord ; 
which baptifm, will finifh the flate of the 
bondage and corruption of the creature; 
whence, by the power of fovereign grace, ac- 
cording to the pattern given in the redemp- 
tion of thofe who have the firft fruits of the 
Spirit, the whole creation, as a brand pluckt 
out of the fire, {hall be delivered and reftored, 

‘It is well know that flame exilts by a mo-. 
tion of the elegtrical fluid meeting refiftance 
from another, and oppofite motion; when, 
therefore, this-angelic power, of the acting 
of which we have daily indications, fhall 
come againft the courle of nature with its 
whole ftrength,, it will neceflarily produce 
a {hock that muft fet all on flame. 


Seftion 11. The Covenant with Noak. 


. The world being thus arrefted, overcome, 
and brought into fubjeétion under the bon- 
dage of corruption, by the power of the re- 
demption law; which being the principle of a 
covenant, and, in Chrift, the fource of all 
grace ; according to the theory, we now look. 
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for the appearing of thé grace of God, in thé 

-molt exprefs covenant tranfattions.—Thele; , 
we find clearly exhibited on the divine page. 

And firft, by this operation, the creature is 

brought to yield fubmiflively to God; and 

‘through Noah, as the head or firft organ of 
the fubjeéted world under Chrift, its fubmif- 

fion is molt folemnly and explicitly offered to 

the Lord, to whom it was found that judg- 
ment belonged. 

And notwithflanding this law of the eter- 
nal God was nothing lefs than the fentence 
of death, and its eftablifhment was felt to pof- 
fefs a {word of judgment, which already had: 
given an incurable wound, and was prepar- 
ed to repeat the ftroke; the facrifice, by No» 
ah, of every clean beaft and fowl, was the 
moft folemn and explicit a@ of fubmiffion to’ 
it, as being holy, juft and good; fuch is the 
power and gracious effeét of the redemption! 
difcipline. ‘ 

This fabmiflion being wrought in the crea» 
ture, and in this way exprefled, it is graciouf’ 
ly accepted of God; the Lord fimelled a fweet 
{avour ; for this free fubmiffion refpeéted the. 
fame will or law of God, that Chrift confent- 
ed to from everlafting; but what was infin- 
itely more to itsadvantage, was the manner 
in which it was offered, viz. by a facrifices 
which refpeéted and brought into view the 
obedience of Chrift; it was offered under him, 
and in union with him; yea, HE, as confent-’ 
ing to the divine will, appeared in the offer- 
ing, therefore God was pleafed, weld pleafed ; 
and that he might be gracious for his name’s 
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fake, he eftablifhed thzs his everlafting cove- 
nant with Noah and his fons, and with their 
feed after them; and with every living crea- 
ture, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every 
beatt of the earth, that was with Noah inthe 
ark, and with all that fhould be of them, that 
all flefh fhould not any more be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, neither fhould there 
any more be.a flood to deitroy the earth.— 
Thus, in fubmiffion to God, and an acknow- 
ledgment of the forfeit of life, and flying to 
the blood of the-everlafting covenant, the 
creature found refuge from the waters of the 
flood, in that fame redemption-law, and in- 
flitution of judgment, which had brought 
them upon the earth. oe 
.. The covenant being thus eftablifhed, is un- 
changeable, and its promifes are, yea, and a- 
men; forthéconditions all refting with Chrift, 
the truth which enfures the performance of 
all, is effential to the divine exiftence; that 
power of his, which had fubjeéted the world, 
was proved fufficient to hold it in fubject- 
jon; and the gracious operation, which had 
wrought fuch a free fubmiffion to the divine 
will in Noah, was {hewn to be all-fufhcient 
to make willing a people to bear his name in 
every ageof the world.—Moreover, the pow- 
er that could do this, could alfo cut off and 
confume from the earth all thofe who fhould 
be found unwilling to fubmit, and {hould re- 
main unreconciled and oppofed to his name 
and authority; and his faithfulnels to exert 
this his archangel-power, according to that 
Bez . 
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covenant which is its eternal fource, could 
not fail. | ee as . 
Therefore God faid, the ground fhould not. 
again be curled, tecaufe of the works of men: 
Although, indeed, the foul of man, through- 
out, be folicitoufly bent upon the evil thing, alk 
living flefh fhould not again be {mitten.— 
Allthe days of the earth, feed time and harveft, 
cold. and heat, fummer and winter, day and night, 
foould not cease. ; 


Seftion 12. The Rainbow. 

And the Lord God Jaid unto Noah, this is the 
token of the covenant, which I have eftablifbed 
between me and yours, as the charter of ell hiv- 
ing fiefb; and which fhailbe with yours for per 
petual generations; Ido fet my bow in the cloud, 
and it foall be for a token of the covenant be- 
tween me and the earth. And it fhall come to 
pays, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 
the bow fall be feenin the cloud: And I will 
rememb.r my covenant, which isas the charter 
of me and yours, and of all living flefo; and the 
waters {hall no more become a jflocd, fo as to de= 
Siroy all flefb. on ug at 

This is the moft expreflive fign or token of 
the power and grace of the world to come, 
in relation to the conftitution and flate of the 
prefent world.—It fhows, at once, the divid- 
mg and the uniting line of mercy and truth, 
of righteoutnefs and peace; for, whilft the 
peculiar conftitution and frame of this world 
is exhibited to the eye, a view, alfo, is here- 
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by given of the power and grace of the world 
to come, as prevailing over all.—This will 
be perceived, by obferving the circumftan- 
ees in which the bow appears in the cloud. 
The fingle and widely‘diffufed cloud, from 
which the rains fall gently, and without tem- 
pelt, (which circumftance of the cloud indi- 
cates the more general tranquillity of the 
winds) does not fhow the rainbow; for, fuch 
reflections of light, as give to the eye the ap- 
pearance of the bow in the cloud, require 
that the waters diftillmg from the cloud 
{fhould defcend to the earth in a bowing or 
circular form, which requires the agency of 
eppofing winds. In milks, or particles of wa- 
ter, not moving in a circular direCtion, there 
is not this appearance, The circular form of 
the vapours which exhibits this appearance, 
may often be oblerved in the /pray of a wa- 
ter-wheel going with the wind of the wheel 
again{t the natural current of the air. But, 
in the folded and thickly condenfed cloud, 
from which the rains fall with violence and 
tempelt, (which ftate of the cloud thews the 
preffure and conflict of oppofing winds) the 
bow is feen; which, therefore, betokens clear- 
ly the peculiar ftate of this world, as fubfitt- 
ing by two powers atting againft each other. 
Again, it may be obferved that this cloud, 
by an eltablifhed caute, is fo circum/{cribed 
in width, that it muit foon pafs over; for, 
the preffure by which it is formed exilts evi- 
dently between two tides; I mean the tides. 
of ebb and of flood, which are known to be 
the fame in the air as in water, ‘The moll ex- 
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tenfive cloud of this kind, which I have feen, 
paffed over in lefs time than fix heurs.—— — 
Moreover, it may be obferved, that however, 
great is the confliét, the weftern or fair wind 
ever prevails. If the bow appears in the mor- - 
ning, the cloud being welt, the wind is bank- 
ing it from the eaft; but the cloud pafling 
over in its tide, the wind changes; and when 
the bow appears in the cloud, that has paff- 
ed over, the wind is ever welt.—In this eaft- 
ern pofition of the cloud is the moft com- 
mon, and always the brightelt appearance of 
the bow; for, as the wind which follows ts, 
the ftrongeft, the cloud, being driven before 
it, becomes on this fide the moft comprefled. 

The watery and fiery colours of the bow, - 
their relative inward and outward fituation, 
and many other circumitances of this token: 
of the covenant, might be pointed out. as 
fhowig the fearful and wonderful frame of 
the prefent world. But enough, perhaps, has. 
been remarked to fhew how exprefsly the 
bow, in relation to thefe pavilions of the 
Lord of Hollis, the dark waters and thick 
clouds of tke fetes, and the brightne/s before 
him from which coals of fire are kindied, pro- 
claims the true condition of the prefent world, 
as being conftituted according to the archan- 
gel-ftate of the everlafling covenant. 

But, as in relation to natural things, whilt 
the dark waters and thick clouds of the fries 
are on the one fide of the bow, the fun and 
clear heaven are on the other; fo alfo, in 
the view of its being a token of the cove- 
nant, the clouds and rains, and {welling wa. 
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ters of trebulatzon, through which is wrought 
the redemption-work, appear on the one fide; 
but the kongdom, the glorious reward of that 
work, according to the divine will, is feen on 
the other.—The bow in the cloud, in many 
refpects, is fignificant, of the miniflration of 
the Spirit, and accords with the token of the 
covenant given te the church in go/pel bap- 
tifm.—Iin confidering the fubjeét in this view, 
we have the warrant of St. John, who, de- 
{cribing the gofpel kingdom, fays, Rev, iv. 3. | 
A rainbow was round about the throne. 

Our theory, according to the divine prin- 
ciple, offers to view two diftiné&: baptilms, viz. 
One, in the deep; the other, far above it.— 
The baptifim, as under the requirement of the 
divine will, of humiliation and fuflering unto 
death; and the baptilm, by the exprefiion of 
the divine favour, and the befiowment of the 

romifed reward, in the gift and grace of the ' 
Holy Ghoft.. Thefe baptifms, though they — 
be infeparably connected in the divine will, 
and belong both to the redemption-covenant, 
are ftill widely different things. | And it will 
be recolleGed, that the flate of humiliation 
and trial of Chrift and his peeple, wherein 
the heir difereth nothing from a fervant, tho” 
he be Lord of all; is often referred to in the 
Scriptures, as being a baptifm. But Fefus 
anfwered and faid, ye know not what ye. aft, 
Are ye able to drink of the cup that I drink 
of, and to be baptifed with ihe baptifm that I 
am baptized with 2 They fay unte bim, we are 
able. And he faith unto them, ye fhall drink. 
indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the 
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baptifm that Lam baptized with: but to fit on 
ny right hand and on my left, 1s-not mine to 
give, but tt fhall be given to them for whom it 
as prepared of my Father. Matt. xx. BE Is. 
Lhave a baptifm to be baptized with, and how 
— am firartened tilt tt be accomplifhed. Luke 
xii. 50. We are buried with him by baptifm 
anto death. Rom. vi. 4.—This baptifm, in 
relation to the bonds of the law, and the re- 
demption-difcipline, though it be abfolutely 
necellary to our falvation, and is included . 
in the holy purpofe of God in Chrift, is fill 
widely different, and, in the fcriptures, is 
clearly diftinguifhed from the baptifm of the 
Holy Gholt—which baptifm charaéterizes 
diftinétly the gofpel difpenfation, as, there- 
by, we receive power to become the fons of 
God, and are made partakers of the earnefts 
and fruits of glory. Thus, it is faid, Aéts i. 
3—5- Lo whom alfo he fhewed himfelf alive 
after his pajfion, by many infallible proofs, 
being feen of them forty days, and fpeaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God; 
And being affembled together with them, com- 
manded them that they fhould not depart from 
Ferufatem, but wart for the promife of the 
Father, which, /acth he, ye have heard of me. 
For John truly baptized with water; but ye 
Shall be baptized with the Holy Ghoft, rot 
many days hence. Alfo As xiii. 24, John firft 
preached before his comin g, the baptifm of re- 
pentance to ail the people of Ifrael. A gain, Atis 
xviit.24-—-26. And acertain Few named A pol 
fos, bern at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the {¢eriptures, came to Ephefus. 
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This man was inftruéted in the way of the 
Lord; and being fervent in the /pirit, he fpake 
and taught dihgently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptifm of fohn. And he 
began to [peak boldly in the fynagogue.. Whom 
when Aquila and Prifciila had heard, they took 
him unto them, and expounded unto him the way 
of God More PERFECTLY. Apollos, before 
he was met by thefe difciples of Paul, was. 
inftruéted in the way of the Lord; 2.e. The 
_ Lord Jefus; and he appears to have wellun- 
derftood the whole fyftem concerning Chil, 
as antecedent to the git of thy Holy Ghoft; 
to which matter our baptif{m moft indifputa- 
bly relates, together with all the diflinguiih- 
ing glories of the gofpel church. | 
And again, it is faid, Atts xix. 1—6. And 
at came to pafs, that while Apollos was at Co- 
vinth, Paul, having paffed through theupper 


coafis, came to Ephefus: and finding ceriain — : 


difciples, He faid unto them, have ye recewved 
the Holy Ghojt_ fince ye believed ? And they fava 
unto him, We have not fo much as heard whe- 
ther there be any Holy Ghoft.. And he fad 
unto them, unto what then were ye baptized ? 
And they faid, unto John’s bapit{m. Then 
faid Paul, John verily baptized with the bap- 
tifim of repentance, faying' unto the people, 
that they fhould believe on him which fhould 
come after him, that 1s, on Chroft Fefus. When 
they heard this, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jelus.. And when Paul had lard 
his hands whon them, the Holy Ghofi came on 
them ; and they fpake with tongues, and pre- 


ph chica. 
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It appears, therefore, both from the theoe 
ry and the f{eriptures, that, from the doftrine 
of Chrift, im relation to diftinG parts of the 
divine will, there arifes two bapulms; which 
twofold nature and operation’ of the holy 
- do€trine,; may explain the manner of expres- 
fion ufed by the apoitle. _ Hebrews vi.:1, 2. 
Therefore, leaving the dotirineos the beginning 
of Chrift, let us go on to the perfect end; not 
laying agatn the foundation of repentance from 
dead works, Of the doctrine of BaeTisMs, &c. 

The baptifm, as under the dond of the co- 
venant, or the fervice-work and forfeiture of 
the Jaw, is ever reprefented, by dark and 
_ tempeftuous clouds, with their flood-caufing 
rains; by the waters of the river, firong and 
many ; and by the {welling and rolling of the 
deep ; or, as being a cup of forrows, an im- 
merfion, a burial, &c. But, according: to 
the promife of the Father, and the grace 
of the kingdom of heaven, the baptifm ofthe 
Holy Ghoit is reprefented by the pouring, 
dropping,'or {prmkling of waters ; by a re- 
frefhing rain, and the waters of Shtloah that 
go foftiy; or as beg an influence from hea- 
ven, kind and gentle, As the dew of Hermon, 
that ‘defcended upon the mountains of Zion, 
where the Lord commanded the blefing} even 
Life for evermore, | 

And as there are, fubftantially, two bap-. 
tifras, diflering fo much the one from the o- 
ther; fo likewite, there are. two’ baptif{mal 
fiens, which agree with, and in the moft ex- 
act and {iriking manner, reprefent and fhew 
forth the great and felema things thereby 
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Hynified—the one of which, in relation to the 
humiliation and fuffering of Chrift, is, as it 
were, a fign from, the deep beneath; and the 


other, in relatién to his exdltation and glo- - 


ry, is a fign ds from heaveri above. All the 
figns and tokens of the coveidnt;-have a 
plain relation to ore or both, of thefe dis- 
tinct parts of the dine will; and, confidered 
feparately, they ate all calculated ta exprefs' 
and {hew forth, in.the moft instructive and 
fenfible miannet, the different parts; and, 
taken together, they exhibit, ir thé strongest 
and most natural view, the whole of the di- 
vine theory. Lfaiah, with the glorious truth 
of Jmmanuel in view, and with evident re- 
gard to thefe states of humiliation and exal- 
tation, or to. his. defcerjding and afcending,: 
fpake unto Ahaz, faying, A/é thee a:fign of 
the Lord thy God; afk tt etther in the depth, or. 
in the height above. Wai. vil. 11. See the 
connection. + 2 | 


. 


. The first fign or token of the ministration 
of Christ, as from his throne above;, or of 
the ministration of the fpirit through righte- 
oufnefs, was given in the rainbow; and it 
may justly be corfidered as one of the clear- 
‘est tokens of the New Testament establifh- 
ment, which has ever existed. For this 2s as 
the waters of Noah wnto-me: for ds I have 
fworn, that the waters of Noah frould no more 
go over the earth; Jo have I fworns that £ 
would not be wrath with tree, nor rebuke thee. 
For the mountains fhall depart, and the halts 
be removed; but my kindne/s fhall not depwt 
from thee; neithér fhall the covenant of my 
Aaa 
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peace be removed, faith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee. Mai. liv. 9,10. As the wa- 
ters of Noah, by the word. and promife of 
God, folemnly ratified by the bow in the 
cloud, were interdigted from ever again go- 
-ing over the earth; in like manner, the . tri- 
bulations and distrefles, which are now flow- 
ing in.and deluging the church, fhall foon 
ebb away and retire to the dark abyfs—and | 
by the covenant of peace, and the fign of 
the Son of Man, which will then appear, 
thefe great waters, like thofe of the flood, 
fhall be bound. in their place, and fhall nev- 
er, never more return. & vate an 

The rainbow. 1s formed by the fhedding 
down, or forinkling of rain—when the tem- 
_ pestuous cloud has pafled, over, and the fky 
1s. 1n- the state of clearing up, in-a dfhort time 
after the ceafing of the great drops of water, 
there may be oblerved to distill a thick, unt- 
form and {mall rain, very distinguifhable 
from the unequal and bustling drops that 
had preceded—which /2//, fmali rain is that 
which forms the bow. . This kindly. rain is 
obferved to proceed .ftem a fmooth and 
bright cloud, which 1s feparate from the 
dark and comprefled body, and is formed in 
a higher fky; which 1s fo nigh to it, howe- 
ver, that the fmall rain defcending frem it, 
is: affected in its courfe by the air of the denfe | 
cloud, until it approaches, nearer the earth, 
when it is again governed ‘by the natural 
current of the air. This feparate-part, from 
which the fine and gentle rain diftills, ap- 
pears fometimes to flirt the whole cloud; 
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‘and the circular manner of the defcending 
of this thick and fine rain which, from the 
eaufe in view, is always convexing towards 
the fun, gives, as has been obferved, the beau- 
tiful’and fublime phenomenon of the bow in 
the cloud. asta 
' It appears, therefore, that the rainbow, as 
a token of the everlafting covenant, is won- 
derfully expreffive of the grace of the gofpel 
by the Holy Ghoft; which, in the manner of 
the fhedding forth, pouring out, or forinkling 
of rain, or of the bleffing of the dew, de/cends 
and comes upon us from heaven—and, as 
being thus fignificant of the miniftration of 
the fpirit, it may be feen to have a near re- 
lation, in the divine fyftem, to the ordinance 
of gofpel baptifm., oy 
- "The rainbow is a fign from heaven—and 
it exhibits the Aigh arch, or the crowning 
half, of that cercle of glory, which is contemp- 
Jated in the divine will. The vifion of John 
took in the whole fphere. The rainbow, in 
the view given there, was feen round about 
the throne. The throne of God is fpoken of, 
as having a back part and a face—for being 
in nature, as has been fhewn, of an eternal 
frame, the feriptures {peak of it thus, as they 
“often do of God himfelf. This diftinGion 
plainly intends the two ftates, according to 
the divine will; viz. That of the archangel, 
and that of the glory of the Son of God.— 
Hence Moles, Elijah, &c. agreeably to 
the archangel flate of the church, had their 
faces covered, either by the hand of the Lord, 
‘ar by their own mantles and vails, when the 
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lory of the Lord: pafled by them, that they 
food fee only his back parts. But we ali 
with open face, beholding the glory of the Lora, 
are changed into the fame image, from glory 
to glory, even as by the fpiret of our God. 1 
~.am folemnized when I fee exhibited figns 
from the deep; for ] know that thefe things 
belong to the divine will; but I tremble, 
when I fee them miftaken and fubftituted for 
gofpel figns. _ ; Lod ala 
: Jefus, our Lord, was indeed delivered for 
our offences; but he was rvaz/ed again for oux 
juttification. Our juftifcation, whereof we 
- have a baptif{mal fign, relates to the Holy. 
Ghoft, the holy quzckening {pirit; which is giv- 
en to us asa fruzt of the exaltation of Chrift, 
and of that righteoulnefs, which it was -pro- 
mifed that the heavens fhould declare.— 
‘The rainbow round about the throne, as it 
enclofed the back parts as well as the face 
thereof, like the pillar of cloud and fire, was 
a double fign—the Ebal and Gerizim, the 
bleiling and the curfing, were both init—and 
it gave noticés as from the dark clouds ofthe . 
tky, and’ the watery deep; as wellas from 
the gentle heaven of grace. Hence, there © 
ulued from the throne in heaven, lightningsy — j 
and voices, and.thunderings, and an carla ’ 
quake, and great hail; vials of wrath, and 
many overflowing, Jordan waters; as well 
as the feven lamps of fire burning, and the 
four and twenty harps tuned in coneert, and. 
golden vials full of odours; and the pure. 
river of the water of life, clear as cryftal, the 
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With fuch views; the Pfalmift exclaimed, 
Fuftice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
thy throne: Mercy and truth fhall go before 
thy face. Bleffed rs the people that know the 
joyful found: they fhall walk, O Lord, in the 
light of thy countenance. SPUEe " 
It has been obferved, that numerous ques- 
tions and difputes have arifen from the caufe 
of not clearly diftinguifhing fubjeéts which 
relate to the law, or the archangel-ftate of the 
church, from thofe which belong diftinétly 
tothe gofpel. One among thele, is the difpute 
about the mode of bapti{m. A confcientious 
brother, fome years {ince, becoming doubtful 
and perplexed concerning the mode of bap-~ 
tifm, undertook, with great care, to fet down, 
on each fide, the pailages of fcripture which 
feem to favour the different modes of im- 
merfion and fprinkling; but after much 
fearching and labour, he found his doubts 
and perplexities not in the leaft relieved; 
for his evidencies, on both fides, were juft 
equal. And this, doubtlefs, is the fact, that 
the fcriptures do equally fpecify, in relation 
to the church of Chrilt, a bapti{m as by im- 
merfion, and a baptifm by the fprinkling or 
pouring of water. And the only poffible 
means of reconciling the [criptures upon the 
{ubje&, and of relieving the church from 
this perplexity, are to be had by a recurrence 
to the doétrine of Chrift, and clearly diftin- 
guifhing what belongs to the ftate as under 
the bond and difcipline of the covenant, from . 
what belongs to the ftate of the gofpel king- 
_ dom. That there exifts fuch a diflinction as 
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this, in relation to the divine adminiftrations 
jn the church, is as evident, both from the 
theory and the feriptures, as that there is a 
heaven above and a deep beneath.: ahs 
The Scribes and Pharifees queftioned with 
“Chrift, feeking of him a fign from beaven, 
tempting him; but he anfwered, 7his 25 an 
evil generation; they feck a fign, and there 
hall no fign be given it, but the fign of Jonas 
‘the prophet. For as Fonas was a fign unto the 
Ninevites, fo fhall alfo the Son of Man be to 
this generation. Woe unto them, to whom 
no other fign fhall be given, than that of an 
immerfion, or a burial in waters ! sai 


‘SeQion 19.. The Ordinances of the Covenant, 
A conftitution being made, by the faith of 
God, and a charter given for the new world; 
and by his grace through faith, a family or 
fociety being eftablifhed upon it; ordinances 
are inftituted for the proper exercife and re- 
gulation of the fociety, agreeably to the na- 
ture of its eftablifhment. The ordinances now 
inftituted, together with thofe inftituted be- 
fore and continued m this admint{tration, 
commonly called the precepts of the fons of 
Noah, are feven, viz. the Sabbath, Marriage, 
the Altar of Witnels, Sacrifice and Offering, 
Family Government, Abftinence from Blood, 
and Inquifition for fhedding of the Blood of: 
Man. | . 


‘Thefe ordinances have the fame relation 
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to the everlafting covenant, as right ftatutes 
or laws of civil adminiftrations have to a ci- 
‘vil conftitution. And though the breaking of 
fuch laws or fiatutes be an offence againft the 
conflitution, and require punifhment; yet 
thoufands may fo offend;and bring evilupon 
themlelves, and be even cut off from the fo- 
ciety, and the conflitution remain unaffected, 
Thefe ordinances, indeed, may be confidered 
diftinétly as a covenant of grace; as obedi- 
ence to them, by the grace and promife of 
God, conneéis with the enjoyment of all the » 
bleffings of the redeemed. world; and as dif- 
obedience not only forfeits the grace of God, 
but fubjeéts the offender to the foreft punifh- 
ment, yet, they muft be carefully diftinguifh- 
ed from the covenant con/fiztutcon, which is 
the fource-of all grace, as has been confidered 
particularly in the two laft fections. | 
The want of clearly diftinguifhing the co- 
venant of the ordinances of grace, from the 
immutable covenant con/iztution of grace, has 
led to innumerable errors, but they are moft 
clearly diftinguilhable; the one of thefe cove- 
nants exifts from everlafling, and in its na- 
ture is everlafting; the other exifts in time, 
and in its mature is temporary. ‘The parties 
of the one are God and Chrift; the parties of 
the other are Chrilt and men. ‘The one can- 
hot be broken, charged, or in the leaft vari- 
ed, for with either party. there 1s no varia- 
blenefs nor fhadow of turning; the other 
may be broken, as one party is the mutable 
creature, and it requires to be. varied and 
changed, as all ftatutes and laws of ad- 
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miniftration do; with the various. flates and 
difpenfations ofa changing-world, In-rela- 
tion to the one, the:reward. of obedience is 
reckoned ‘of debt;. but of the other, it is 
grace; for the condition of the one was the 
ynanifeltation of God, even the Father; but 
the condition of the other is merely the ma- 
nifeftation of good will to the great under- 
taking, and of pleafure in the work, Befides 
thefe, they are diftinguifhable, the one from 
the other, in a-great variety of views... 
The diftinétion laft noticed, leads to the ob- 
fervation,thatall thefe ordinances carry us to 
the fubftancé of things hoped for, tie eternal 
fource of grate, . The ordinance of the fab-- 
bath is the fign or memorial of the reft of 
God; which, in fubflance, is the réft. Chrift 
entered into; when, having finifhed his cove-. 
nant-work, he fat down at the right hand of 
God. See Heb. 4th chapter. Marriage, as.we 
are taught by the apoille, leads to the doc-. 
frine of Chirilt, and affifts to the diftovery of 
the nature of the eternal covenant principle, 
Eph. v.32. The altar of witnefs records in 
earth, the name and truth of. God recorded 
in heaven. Sacrifice and offering fets forth 
before our eyes, the gift of Chrift; and the 
blood of the everlafliag covenant. ‘CEcume- 
nical government, as appointed by God, ex- 
hibits on earth the form of the adminiftra- 
tion of heaven; under this government.is- 
feen, in a pattérn, the order of the-family of 
God, the arrangement of the houfehold of 
faith, and the direetion of the commonwealth © 
of ifrael: And the two ordinances refpeétingy - 
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blood, its. being: prohibited from common 
ufe, and blood being required for the, fhed- 
_ ding of the blood of man, and nothing but 
the blood of him that fheddeth it to be ac- 
cepted; which is, dotbtlefs, to be under- 
fiood, that. the blood of man fhould not be 
fhed, but for the blood of man, ‘Vhefe ordi- 
nances, I fay, are evidently. defigned to point 
out the precioufnefs.of, the blood of atone- 
- ment. By,this relation. of the ordinances to 
the everlafting covenant, it appears that they 


are all of a.facred nature, nightie eee 
» And asthe ordinances are the vehicle of 
the exhibition of Chrift in the world, they 
can ceafe only with day and night, or with 
the final clofe of every difpenfation. They 
can no more fail of fupport, or of being ad- 
miniftered in the world, than the engage- 
rent and truth of God, that Chrift fhall be 
exhibited, can fail. However generally. infi- 
delity may abound, and men may neglect and 
ranfgrels the ordinances; and whatever evil 
and vengeance fhal! corne upon this ungod- 
ly world on that account, we may be fure 
that’ fomewhere in the world, in fome cor- 
ner, cave or wildernels, or in the lonely houle 
of the poor widow of fome ob{cure Sarepta, 
ithe truth of God will have elfett, and faith 
will be inviolably preferved, and a remnant 
{hall be faved. And though the ordinances, 
as to their fafhion, do necetlarily change with 
ihe fevéeral difpenfations or exhibitions of 
Chrift, as contemplated in the theory, ftili, 
the doGirine held up in them being Chriff, 
the fame yefterday, uy ames and for ever, 
. Bb 
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they are in fubftance ever the fame. Hence it 
is manifest, that the order of the priesthood, 
of Melchifedec, being founded in the law of 
this altar, is unchangeable, univerfal, and 
perpetual. | et ee ert 
Some brief refnarks, as we have paffed a- 
long, have been made upon the folemn na- 
ture of thefe ordinances; it may be proper, 
however, in this place, to notice more parti+ 
cularly that refpeéting murder; which, after 
the deluge, was the most deeply imprefled by 
the divine declarations that accompanied thé 
ratification of the covenant. And furely your 
blood of your lives will Frequire: at the hand 
of every beaft will Irequirert, and at the hand 
of man: at the hand of every man's’ bro~ 
ther will I require the life of man. Whofo fhed- 
deth, man’s blood, by man frall his blood be fhed z 
for inthe tmage of Gea made he man. Gen, 
Ix. 5, 6.— This mdst folernn injunétion, une 
doubtedly, is the origin of that law and tra- 
dition of the Avenger of Blood, which has ex- 
isted immemorially among all the tribes and 
nations of the world. cela eee es 
In the natural state of fociety, which is, as 
it were, the family state, the avenger is the 
brother of the flain, or fome one of his near- 
est connexion; and hes bound to exaét the 
forfeiture; upon the high penalty of the blood 
fhed being imputed to himfelf; but in the 
state of civil fociety, this folemn and most 
indifpenfable obligation devolves upon thé 
magistrate, or upon the country in its organ- 
ized state, in whatever form it may be embo- 
died; the magistrate or country fo organiz- 
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ed, in this state of fociety, is the brother of 
the flain, and the avenger of blood, and 1s fo- 
lemnly bound to make the inguifition, lest 
the penalty of blood, by the Judge of all the 
earth, be exaéted upon the whole communi- 
iy. .God, the Judge of all, was pleafed to 
take upon himfelf this charge of making in- 
quifition for blood with the greatest folemn- 
ity, as it were, with an oath, faying, And {ure- 
ly your blood of your lives will L reguyre. 
"A man’s life is moft dear to him, and when 
taken away itcannot be reftored, and the lofs 
of life to him cannot be recompenfed by man; 
but it is obferved, thata ftill higher reafon is 
afligned by God for his making the blood of 
man {acred, and for his fetting fuch a folemn 
and fearful guard aver it, viz. for in the wm- 
age of God made he man, Man, at firtt, as has 
been largely confidered, was made under a 
covenant, which put a fearful and wonder- 
ful folemnity upon his charaéter; he was af- 
fociated with the Lord of Creation in his do- 
minion and government; and, by fuftaining 
this myfterious relation to the éternal pur- 
pole of God in Chrift Jefus, he was fo eleva- 
ted, and crowned with glory and honor, that | 
the glory and honor of his Maker became 
connected, concerned, and deeply interefted 
in his prefervation and well-being. 
The reafon here afligned for God’s taking 
{uch an intereft and care for the prefervation 
of the life of man, becau/e he was made in the 
image of God, is of the fame import with that 
lorious declaration, fo often repeated, that 
bis regards and infinite favors {hewn to man, 
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are all exprefled for his own name’s fake, 
the riches of wifdom and glory which, fro 
the beginning of the world, have been hid in 
God, who created all things by Fefus Chrift !’ 
~ When God thus placed man upon the 
-bench of this high court of inquifition for 
the blood of man, and committed to him} 
according to his holy ordinance,’ the power 
of life and death, another intimation was giv- 
en of his being deftined to the glory of the 
kingdom of Chrift, in his dominion and pow- 
er over all flefh; and that aflociated with the 
appointed’ judge, he is to appear in that ad: 
miniftration, and aét a part with him in the 
molt folemn decifions of the great day.—— 
From fuch plain documents as thefe, the 
apoftle to the Corinthians, fays, Do ye not 
know that the faints’ shall judge the world? 
and if the world-fhall be judged by you, are ye 
unworthy to juage the {mallet matters? Know 


pes 


vr 


ye not that we fhall judge angels? | 

‘Another reafon may be noticed, of the pe- 
culiar concern fhewn by the Lord of fabba- 
oth in this matter refpé@ting innocent blood: 
for as he was himfelf coming into the world 
to fuffer and dié by ‘wicked hands; and as 
thoufands of his’ faints would be perfecuted 
unto the’ death for hisYake; it ‘was his own 
caufe—a matter the moft tender to:him in 
relation to his own foul, and to the fouls of 
his people that were precious and tender to 
him as the apple of his eye. ° Ah! how hea- 
vy is the guilt of blood ; and how forceably 
does vengeance’ purfue the murderer, that he 
{hould ‘not be fuffered to live! A man that 
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doth violence to the blood of any perfon , all 
free to the pit, letno man fay im. vf fre 


« Though fome cafes have been particularly 
exempted, by the fovereign Lord of life, from 
the operation of this inguifition of blood; yet 
they muft not be fuppofed to effeét the ge- 
neral law—the cafe of David is one—but 
though the prophet, by the authority of the 
Higheft, faid to him, when he had confefled 
that he had finned againft the Lord; and to 
fin againft the Lord 1s death—74e Lord hath 
caufed thy fin to pafs over; thow fhalt not dre 
—yet it may fearcely be confidered as an 
exemption, when he was four-folded in blood, 
and the forfeiture was required in one, and 
another, and another, and iz/ another of his 
children; and the unfheathed {word was ne- 
~ yer to depart from his houfe. In like man- 
net alfo, fome of the betrayers and crucifiers 
of the Prince of life, when they were pricked 
in the heart, and crying, what {hall we do? 
were faved by fovereign mercy, and the fin 
and blood-guiltinefs paffed over them ; but, 
Oh! how’ fearfully did it fall upon their 
children, and upon their city; and, being a 
public aét, how ‘widely, how heavily, and 
how Jdafingly was the wrath poured out up- 
onthe whole’nation? = 
From the word of God, as well as from 
obfervation upon the ways of providence, . 
confidering the fubject upon a large f{cale, 
there can be no doubt that it will go well or 
i!l with individuals, families, focieties, and. 
nations ; and finally, with the whole world; 
as they fhall obferve to keep. and obey, or 
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fhall difregard and tranfgrefs thefe moft wile, 
benevolent, and facred ordinances. ‘That 
they are of univerfal extent, and binding up- 
on all men under every difpenfation, 1s-ap- 
parent not only from their general nature, 
-and from their being delivered to Noah-and 
his fons, ftanding at the head of the whole 
family of man; but alfo, from the manifeft 
reference to them in the letter of the apoftles 
to the converted Gentiles; who, agreeably 
to the mind of the Holy Ghaft, required of 
them no more than the/eneceffary things, v1z. 
that they fhould abfain from all pollutions of 
adols, and from fornication, and from things 
frangled, and from blood. | tiki 
~ The final and moft dreadful cataftrophe, 
which is expected to come upon the world, 
will not take place until after there be an 
apoftacy, a departure from and violation of 
this covenant of the ordinancies, fo general 
and overfpreading, that the whole head be-.. 
comes fick, and the whole heart faant. The 
prophet, in behalf of the righteoufnefs of the 
great Judge, affioned exprefsly this reafon for 
the folemnandawfulevent: Behold, the Lord 
maketh the earth empty, and maketh 1t wafte, 
and turneth vt upfiide down, and fcattereth a- 
broad the inhabitants thereof. And it fhall be, 
as with the people, fo with the prieft; as with 
the fervant, fo with his mafter; as with the 
maid, fo with her miftrefs ; as with the buyer, 
forwith the feller ; as with the lender, fo with, 
| the borrower ; as with the taker of ufury, fo 
wth the giver of ufury tohim. The land halt 
beutterly emptied, and utterly fooled » for the 
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Lord hath fhoken this word. The earth mourns 
eth and fadeth away, the world languifheth 
and fadeth away; the haughty people of the 
earth do languifh. The earth alfo 1s defiled 
under the inhabitants thereof: becaufe they 
have tranfgrefled the laws, changed the or- 
dinances; broken the everlafting covenant.— 
Therefore hath the curfe devoured the earth; 
and they that dwell therein are defolate: there- 
fore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, 
and: few men left. Mai. xxiv. i—6.—It is 
plain that the laws, ordinances, &c, referred 
to in this paflage, are thofe great principles 
laid down in this early eftablifhment—an 
that they refpeét mankind univerlally. 

- The importance of the ordinances come in- 
to view in every {tate and condition in which 
men are placed in the world; for, asin thena 
is the knowledge of Chrift, they are the bond 
‘of union, or bar of feparation, and mark the. 
line of gracé and difgrace between Chritt and 
men; they are the unalterable rule whereby 
they who keep them, are made of God par- 
takers of the divine virtue, and of the prom= 
ifes in Chrift Jefus; and they who keep them 
not, are doomied to fuffer the eternal judg- 
ment. In relation to the ordinances of thé 
éavenant, as they contain the evidence of 
things not feen, we are faid to fiand by faith § 
keeping them, witha regard to the truth of 
which they are the vehicle, is fidelity or 
keeping faith; and neglecting or breaking: 
ing them, is infidelity or breaking faith. The 
ordinances, alfo, are the vifible badge of 
grace, and with refpect to them wholly, im 
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their connexion with the divine will, men are 
charagterized believers or unbelievers; and 
in them is fet before us good and evil, life © 
and death, bleffing and curling. Moreover, 
the ordinances of the word of God, exhibit- 
_ing the doétrine of Chrift, are the only dond 
of union among men, which, in a {trict fenfe, 
is of God, and which he will own and blefs ; 
and every other principle of fociety, and all 
that is done upon any other groufid.than that 
of the ordinances, to nite and bind men to- 
gether, is in its nature ofpofition, to Chrift, 
and muft ultimately fail of fuccels.,... . , 
. By the infpired apoftles and prophets, we 
are informed, that in the laft days the ordinan- 
ces will be moft daringly violated ; andthey in- 
{tance, efpecially, inrelation to thofetwo of the 
inquifition for blood; and the inflituted gov- 
érnment. Great Babylon, which will then be 
the metropolis of the world, and the principle 
feat of government, will be filled, and, as it 
were, drunken with innocent blood; and the 
hand of the brother, the magiftrate, or fove- 
reign people, will either be flack, or tied 
down by defpotic chains, and inquifition will 
fail; whilft the earth will drink in blood /ree- 
fy asthe rain; and clofhing it up within her 
regions of forgetfulnefS, will wipe her mouth 
hke the harlot; until the piercing cry have 
reached unto heaven, and come up very great 
before the Lord, and he be moved, by his 
own truth, and his moft folemn declaration; 
Surely your blood of your lives will I require, 
to appear and make the inguifition himlelf, 
for behold; the Lora cometh out - of his place, 
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20 punifh the inhabitants of the earth for their 
tmaguity: the earth aifo fhall difclofeher blood, 
and fhal no.more cover her flain. Mai. xxvi. 
2t.—The mighty God,even the Lord hath fpo- 
ken, and called the carth from the rifing of the 
fun, unto the going down thereof.. Qut of Zion, 
the perfection of beauty, Gad hath fhined. Our 
God fhall come, and fhall. not. keep filence: a 
fire fall devour before hint, and tt [hall be ve- 
ry tempeftuous round about ham, Hefhall call 
tothe peavens, from above, and. to the earth, 
that he may judge his people. Gather my faints 
together unto me: thofe that have made a co- 
venant with me by facrifice.. And ihe heavens 
hall declare his vighteoufne/s: for God is 
judge himfelf. Pfal. 1. 1-—-6,—And the great 
city was divided into three parts, and the ci- 
ives of the nations fell: and great Babylon 
came in remembrance before,God,. to give 
unto her the cup of the wine of the fiercenels 
of his wrath, And every iland fled away, and 
the mountains were not found. Rev. Xvi. 19, 


20. 4. bets ch Fa re SESE 2 RAC ESA ee Age Ret Ear i 
\. Thas know alfo, that in the laft days perilous 
tomes fhall come. . For men fhalt be lovers of 
their own felves,covetous, boafters, proud, blaf- 
phemers, difobedient to patents, unthank/ul, 
tunholy, without natural alfection,truce break- 
ers, falfe accufers, incontinent, fierce, def{pil- 
ers of thofe that are good, traitots, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleafure more than lov- 
ers of God} having a, forin of godlinels, dué 
* denying the power thereof... Lim. in, 1—§.— 
But chiefly them that walk after the flefh in the 
tufts of uncleane/s, and déelpife government; 

tc 
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prefumptuous are they, felf-willed, they are not 
afraid to [peak evil of dignities. 2 Pet.it. 10. 
—Likewife alfo thefe filthy dreamers defile the 
fiefo, defpife dominion, and fpeak evil of dig- 
nites. Jude 8th verfe. In thefe perilous times 
_ the bonds of parental, filial and fraternal du-,— 
ty will be broken—the ftrongeft bonds of na- 
tural affection will be burft alunder, andmen 
will act unreftramed like NATURAL BRUTE, 
BEASTS.—But unto the wicked God. faith, 
What haft thou to do to declare my fatutes, or 
that thou fhouldeft take my covenant in thy 
mouth? Seeing thou hatef inftrudiion, and caft- 
eft my words behind thee. When thou faweft a 
thief, then thou confentedeft with him, and haft. 
been partaker wilh adulterers. Thou giveft thy 
mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit. 
Thou fitteft and fpeake# evil again{t thy bro» 
ther; chow flandereft thine own mother’s fon. 
Lhefe things haft thou done, and I kept filences 
thou thoughteft that I was altogether fuch an one 
as thyfelf: but Iwill reprove thee, and fet them 
in order bejore thine eyes. Now confider this, ye 
that forget God, lef I tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver, Pia). |. 16—29.—Thy 
princes are rebellious, and companions of rhievess 
every one loveth gifts, and followeth after re- 
wards: they judge notthe fatherleft, neither 
doth the caufe of the widow come unto thent. 
Lberefore faith the Lord, the Lord of Hofis, the 
Mighty One of Hracl, Ab, I wll ease me. of 
mine adverfaries, and avenge! me of mine ene. 
mies, Mais 1. 29, 94.—The good man is perifh= 
ed out of the earth: and there is nome uprig it 
among men: they ail he in wait for blood s they 
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hunt every man his brother witha net. That 
they may do evil with both hands earneflly, the 
prince afketh, and the judge afeeth for areward. 
and the great man be uttereth his mifebievous 
defire: fo they wrap it up. The beft of themis a 
briar? the moft upright 1s fharper than a thorn- 
bedge: the'day of thy watchmen and thy vifita- 
tion cometh; now fhall be their perplexity. Truft 
ye not ina friend, put ye not confidence in a 
guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from ber that 
lieth in thy bofom. ‘For the fon difhonoreth 
the father, the daughter rifeth up againit her 
mother, the daughter-in-law againft her mo- 
ther-in law; a man’s enemies are the men of 
his own ‘houfe. Micah vii. 2—6.—Now the 
brother fhal] betray the brother to death, and 
the father the fon: and children fhall rife up 
againft their parents, and fhall caufe them to 
be putto death. And ye fhall be bated of all 
men for my name's fake; but be that fiall en- 
dure to the end the Jame fhall be faved, Mark 
fe Pa te ; ; 

The laft attemptthat will be made to turn 
this ftrong and overflowing current of apol- 
tacy, if poffible, to fave the world from the 
impending curle, willbe to’ ura the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
chiccren to cher fathers. The angel-man, zhe 
_meffenger of the covenant, will now vifit the 
earth, as the angels afore time went to So-| 
dom: but, inftead of effecting a reformation, 
generally, it appears, that this kind and moft 
gracious attempt will but enflame the brutal 
paffions, which now have the command, and 
raife the wrath of men into a furious burft of 
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madnefs. Some few, indeed, like Lot, will 
open the hofpitable door to the heavenly 
meffenger. The covenant people, at that mo- 
ment, will be fnatched asa brand from the _ 
burning flame. 

~ But, even among the families of the righ- 
teous, there will be many fons in law, who 
will turn a deaf ear to the call to feparate 
themfelves from an untoward generation, and 
to haften their efcape from the fiery deluge, 
now no longer a case fo, that in this lait 
extremity, there will not be found the five 
righteous in the city, that it might not be de- 
ftroyed for their fakes! When the Son of Man 
cometh, fall be find faith on the earth} ?. Alas 
it is manifeft from the fcriptures, that this 
final overture of mercy, like that towards So- 
; a will be but too unfuccelsful, 


CHAPTER Iv. 


OF BABEL, ZION, AND BABYLON, THE 
- GLORY OF KINGDOMS, 


Seftion 1. The Confu on of Tongues. 


The covenant of the ordinances of grace, 
in the new eflablifhment, had been publicly’ 
violated as to the leading article of the infti- 
tuted government, in the conduct of Ham Lo- 
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wards Noah his Father; of which condu& 
Noah himfelf gave the unhappy occafion— 
but nothing was attempted, as to a change of 
the form of fociety, and the fetting up of any 
human invention or policy, until the time-of 
Nimrod, one of the pofterity of Ham, when 
a general rebellion broke out againft the di- 
yine adminiftration. From his bearing this 
name, which fignifies a rebel; and its being 
faid that the beginning of his kingdom was 
Babel; it may be concluded, that Nimrod was 
at the head, and was the principal mover and 
agent in this bufinefs. _ 3 08) 

It is more than probable, that the whole 
family of Ham were involved in the guilt of 
his tranfgreflion—they fhared with him, no 
doubt, in the fame fpirit of unbelief, if not in 
the overt ‘aét—and that Nimrod and.others, 
feeling themfelves implicated with Canaan, 
at leal in the difhonour of the curie of fervi- 
tude to Shem, and to Japheth dwelling in the 
tents of Shem; which tents have been un- 
derfiood to mean the divine ordinances— 
they were, hence, by their unhumbled hearts, 
Jed to determine boldly upon the trial, which 
f{hould be emprefs of the world, a fabric of 
their own contriving; raifed to the heavens; 
or the commonwealth formed by the lowly 
and defpifed tents of Shem. — 

Heth was a contemporary with Nimrod, 
and was his coufin-german; and from his 
name being taken, generally, for the name 
of his party, it may be concluded, that he al- 
{o was a principal in this undertaking. Re- 
bekah, complaining to Ifaac of Efau, that he 
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had taken him wives out of the Hebrew fa+ 
mily, faid, Lam weary of my life, becaufe of 
the daughters of Heth: if Facob take a wife 

of the daughters of Heth, fuch as thefe which 
are of the daughters of the land, what good 
. fhall my life do me? Gen. xxvii. 46.—And 
“Balaam_ prophelying of the final overthrow 
of thefe citizens, appears to ufe this as a. com- 
mon name for the men who thus depart from 
God. There fhall come a flar out of Facob, 
and a fceptre fhall rife out of Ifrael, and fhalt 
jmute the corners of Moab, and unwall all the 
‘children of Sheth. And Edom fhall be a pos- 
feffion, Ser alfo fhall be a poff-fpon for his ene- 
mies, and Ifrael fhatl do valiantly. Out of Fa- 
cob fhalt come he that fhall have dominion, and 
fhail deftroy him that remaineth of the city. 
Num. xxiv, 17—19. The word for nations, 
in the ancient languages, is evidently derived 
from this name of Heth ; and, probably, the 
Englifh word, heathen, has the fame deriva- 
tion. Toexecute fuch a policy,as was now de- 
figned, requires both a council and an army, 
It may be thought, that Heth was the coun- 
fellor and advifer in this daring and adven- 
turous project; and that Nimrod :was the ex- 
ecutor, and {tood to arms. 

And firft,a movement is made, colle€ting 
together a body of men, who falling upon a 
ground favourable to their purpofe, and find- 
ing themfelves in’ fufficient force to keep it; 
which, by the name given to it, Shinar, Short, 
feems to mtimate, that they had already ex- 
ercifed fome hoftilities towards thofe who 
would not folow them—the new polrticad 
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do&rine, in which one and all muft engage; 
was difclofed, viz. That a city fhould there 
be builded, in a ftyle the moft magnificent 
and fuperb—worthy of being the capital of 
the world—and ftrengthened by a /ortre/s 
which fhould be very high—and that a name; 
or law, * fhould alfo be made, and attached 
to it, of fuch energy and effe@ as fhould in- 
fluence the whole world, and bind together 
in one body, of a political and human frame, 
the whole race of men. : 
This was the moft perfect policy, the pro- 
foundeft invention of man—it difcovered the 
deepeft infpection into the motives and {prings 
ofthe human mind; and it could not fail of 
engaging the whole natural heart. It favour- 
ed every natural bent of the foul, pleafure, 
opulence, grandeur—the lutt of the flefh, the 
lutt of the eye, and the pride of life—it che- 
rifned every fpark of the love of the world, 
and of the things that are in the world—all 
was here embraced that the heart could wifh 
whereas the divine inftitutron was defign- 
ed, and: was every way calculated, to reftrain 
the nataral paflions—to govern and control 
al thefe defires of the flefh—and to mortify 
the things of time and fenfe to men, and men. 
to them. . No wonder ther, that this refolu- 
tion was fo generally and fo heartily adopt- 
ed; and that, no fooner was it moved, than 
all hands were up; and goto, goto, was the 
order of the day. . ! 
But, though hand join in hand, the work- 
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ers of iniquity. fhall be. confounded. . The 
» Lord came down to fee the city and the tower, 
which the fons of men builded. And.the Lord 
fad, Behold a people one, and. one tanguage of 
_ all: and.this they begin to do: and now no- 
thing fhall be reftrained.from them, which they 
have imagined to do. .Go to, let us go down; 
and there confound. the language, that they 
may not underfiand one anothers [peech. So 
the Lord“fcattered them abroad, from thence. 
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off 
to build the city and the fortre/s.. Therefore 
ihe name of tt 13 called Babel: becaufe the. 
Lord did there confound the language of all 
the carth: and from thence did the Lord feat- 
ter them abroad upon the face of all the earths 
_ How. delufive is the wildom of men!—~ 
Their firft and moft promuing attempt, to 
band together on political ground, divided 
the world; and from that to the prefent 
time, every new attempt of this nature, has 
given birth to another Peleg. And {hould 
it be attempted on thefe fhores, with a pre- 
vailing confent, to form a compact and na- 
tional character, by means of cities; towers; 
armies; and names; or by any means what- 
ever, other than thofe great covenant princi- 
‘ples, exprefsly ordained of God; another - 
juch name—another Peleg—will flill be adz 
ded to the catalogue—for from thence; Ante- 
rica will be divided. . arb; 
That the builders of Babel were climbing 
up to heaven, through fear of another de- 
Juge; for which reafon the Lord frowned 
upon them; and many fuch like tales have 
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been invented to conceal the folemn’ truth, 
that the divine ordinances exhibiting the doc- 
trine of Chrift, the znfintte wifdom and pow- 
er of God, are the only bond of union among 
‘men, that 1s pleafing to him; and that every 
thing that is done to unite and bind men to- 
gether upon any other ground, will fooner or 
later meet with his difpleafure, and will be 
overthrown, together with its projectors. — 
-Reftrained thus, men defifted from this 
crowning object of their défires—but they 
repented not—the cbje€t was flill dear to 
them—and | difperfing abroad, each family 
or tribe carried away with them deep im- 
preffions of it upon their minds; and fetting 
down in diftinét focieties, the fame policy as 
to its nature and defign, more or lefs perfect 
as circumftances favoured; was every where 
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SeGtion 2. The Settlement of the Nations. 
From the people who had been engaged 
in this fatal work, in the land of Shinar, 
hence ealled Babylon, went Afhur, and 
builded Ninevah, &c. and laid the foundati-_ 
on of proud Affyria, wonderfully great.—- 
Another tribe from hence, formed a Philitha, 
which was greatly praifed. Hence alfo, the 
families of the Canaanites, which exceedingly 
multiplied—and a Lydia, and Pheenice, fam- 
ed for their beauty. Sheba allo, andeven re- 
nowned Rahab, Avert BY the daughters of 
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Babel. For ought that appears, the family of 
Eber was the only one which remained up- 
on the divine inftitution. It fhould feem, 
‘that he alone was diflentient from the new 
_ political order, as afterwards the believing 
people were of him, named Hebrews, 
. How much Eber was affected by this event, 
appears by the name given to his fon, Peleg; 
which feems not intended fo much to de- 
‘note the many divifions whith thefe politici- 
ans, city builders, {plit into, as the one grand 
‘divifion between all thefe, and thofe who 
keep the ordinances of faith; which, in their - 
meaning and inftruction, were then, as they 
now are, the great foundations of ‘the city; 
whofe builder and maker is God. 
Refpeting this policy of Babylon, which 
has been ever the pattern of the wifdom 
of this world, and the rule of eftimation of 
all political excellence, it is of importance 
to obferve, that religion was never excluded 
._ from the device; on-the contrary, it is ac- 
knowledged by all fober judges, to be a cen- 
ftituent of this theory of government, and is 
deemed efential to the adminiftration and 
good order. Atheifts, and even deifts, are 
dunces of politicians and of all religions, 
that which approaches the neareft to the'di- 
vineiy inftituted forms, is acknowledged to 
be the beft: Provided, however, the do@rine 
or inftruction of thofe forms be always per- 
verted; and that, by their interpreters, they 
be made to {peak fome language other than 
their own truth; which is, that no city but 
the city of Ged, builded upon the ordinances 
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qi the everlafting covenant, which faithfully 
exhibit the will of God in Chrift, hath foun- 
dations; and that, befides this, all are raifed 
in oppofition to heaven; and, at an appoint- 
-ed hour, under the ful] vials of divine wrath, 
they fhall fink with their builders. __ 

Attempts to alter the divine inftitutions 
as to. their forms, have been made only when 
they have been heard to {peak a language, 
which no man hearty in the Babylonian or 
Chaldean counfel, could ever bear. Indeed 
they are fo exprefs, fo fignificant, that with- 
out fome corruption of the emblem itfelf, it 
js not eafy to prevent their being, in fome 
mmeafure, underftood. : 


Settion 9. The Overthrow of Sodom. 

_ One of the branches of the family of the 
Hethites, fettled in the plain of Jordan.— 
This country was well watered, and abound- 
ed with bread, and greatly indulged its in- 
habitants in eafe and diffipation. It was, 
perhaps, the leaft affected by the ravages of 
the flood, of any {pot upon the face of the | 
earth—it feemed, indeed, to retain fome pri- 
mitive features of the garden of the Lord, and 
a refemblance of the glory of the firit world. 
Hence, in a natural yiew, it was under the 
Jeaft check and control from the operation 
of the archangel government and diicipline; 
an important article of which, conffts.m the 
curfe that is laid upon the grouad, and the 


996 Divine THEORY. 


face fhall we eat bread. . 
Wherefore thefe people who, from the 


folemn injun@ion that zn the fueat of our 


name of their principal city, were flyled So- 
domites, ripened faft for judgment. The 
men of Sodom were wicked, and_finners before 
ihe Lord exceedingly. God had chaftifed 
them by the hand of men, when they were 
overcome in battle by an army of Affyrians, 
and laid under tribute; and, a few yéars af- 
ter, rebelling, they received a fill more fo- 
Jemn check im their thoughtlefs and vile ca- 
teer, in being again conquered, captivated, 
and having their cities fpoiled by the confe- 
derate Afiyrian powers; when, for the fake 
of Lot, a Hebrew, who, with his family, fo- 
journed among them, and was with them 
taken captive, they were, by the hand of A- 
braham, mercifully and moft heroically de- 
livered, : : 

~ But neither the judgments nor the. good- 
nefs of the Lord, led them to repentance— 
they waxed worfe and worfe, until the fin of 
Sodom became very grevous, and the cry of 
violence reached unto heaven ; and the Lord 
the Judge, together with two of his compa- 
nions, came down in perfon, though ina con- 
cealed form, to enquire’and fee whether the 
matter was altogether according to the cry of 
it, which had come before him. In his way, 
he vifited Abraham his friend, and after con- 
firming his covenant of alliance and friend- 
fhip, he difclofed to him the reafon why he 
locked towards Sodom. And Abraham; 
having gone wih them fome diffance, i¢ 
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bring them on the way; and coming to a 
place in which Sodom was in view, he ftop- 
ped, and communed with the Lord upon 
this interefting fubjeét, whilft the two ac- 
companying angels went forward towards 
the city. - i ia eee 
And Abraham drew near, and faid, Wilt 
thow alfo deftroy the righteous with the wick 
ed? Peradventure there be fifty righteous with- 
in the city: wilt thou alfo deftroy, and not {pare 
the place for the fifty reghteous that are there- 
in? That be far from thee to do after this man- 
ner, to flay the rightcous with the wicked: and 
‘that.the righteous foould be as the wicked, that 
be far from thee: fhalinot the Jude of ail the 
earth do right? And the Lord fad, If I fnd 
in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then f 
will fpare all the place for their fakes. _ . 
Abraham, in making interceflion for So- 
dom, in the firft inftance, put in a plea of 7/gb- 
teoufne/s, in the view of the cale as involving 
the righteous with the wicked in one common 


deftru€tion. That be far from thee to do after. ~ 


this marner, to flay the righteous with the wick- 
ed: Shall not the Fudge of all the earth do 
right ?——This plea being fully admitted, but 
with fuch a diftin@tion, however, between the 
cafe of the righteous and the wicked, as led 
direétly to the idea, that the righteous might 
be removed and faved, and the city be de- 
{troyed; whilft, at the fame time, it was plain- 
ly fuggelled that, in fome cafe, the Lord 
would [pare a wicked city, for the fake of the 
righteous who are therein; Abraham catch- 
ed hold upon this ground, and renewed his 
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interceffion upon a plea. of grace, according 
-to the merciful difpenfations of the Lord to- 
wards a finful people, on account of the righ- 
teous who dwell among them, ..« » 45 
. And Abraham anfwered, Behold now, 1 have 
‘taken upon me to {peak unto the Lord, which 
aim but dujt and ashes: Peradventure there fhalt 
lack five of the fifty: wilt thou deftroy all the caty, 
for lack of five? And he fad, If I find. there 
forty and five, I will not deftroy it. . And he 
Spake unto him yet again, and. faid, Peradven- 
ture there fhall be forty found there, And he 
' fad, f will not do it for forty’s fake. And he 
fard, Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
peak: Peradventure there faall be thirty found 
there. And he fad, I will not do it, If IL find 
thirty there. And he faid, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to [peak unto the Lord: Perad- 
wenture there fhall be twenty found there. And 
he fard, I will not deftroy vt for twenty’s fake. 
And he faid, Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and 
L will [peak yet but this once: ee 
ten fhall be found there. And he faid, I will not 
deftroy at for ten’s fake. And the Lord went 
his way, as foon as he had left communing with 
Abraham: and Abraham returned to hrs place. 
It is apparent, that Abraham did not make 
this interceffien for Sodom upon the idea of 
the perfonal worth and value of the righte- 
ous; for, in the view of their perfonal rela- 
lation to God in covenant, the intereft ofone 
righteous man in the divine favor, is above all 
eftimation; and in this view he might have 
named -before the Lord, one with as much 
grace as fitty; but, that -he contemplated 
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their being in a ftate of order and force fo as 
to hold ground. Me ae ee 
. Abraham was a foldier, and a difciplinari- 
an, and underftood the nature of force, and 
the means of attack and defence. The anci- 
ent Hebrew tactics went by the quaternian 
rule of divifion. To each quaternian, or fin- 
gle file, there was attached’ an officer; and 
ten quaternians, with their officers, making 
in the whole fifty; completed a corps; which ~ 
bodies, or companiés, were joined together 
in divifions and armies, ‘Thus it is faid, t.xod. 
xi. 18. The children of Ifrael went up Fiv- 
ED, or by five in a rank, out of the land of E- 
gypt. And Jofhua 1.14: Ye fhatl pafs mar- 
 fhalled by Five, before the face of your breth- 
yen. And from the paflage, Judges vii.-11. it 
appedrs that the Medianites, who were de+ 
fcendants of the Hebrews, armed in the fame 
manner. In thefe armies, there were appoint- 
ed captains of thoufands, and captains of hun- 
dreds, and captains of fifires, and captains of 
tens. Deut. 1.15. From which it appears, 
that a corps contained five captaincies, and 
that to each their belonged an officer of the 
ftaff, or ftandard, who might upon oceafion 
command feparately; together with one who 
{tood next to him as his fecond, or; as he was 
called, his armour-bearer. ‘Vhefe companies 
f{quared by dividing in depth, forming four 
divifions of twelve, in which pofition the chiet 
captain and his armour:bearer {tood detach- 
ed from the bedy. el 

According to this divifion and order, the 
rules of fervice did not admit of their under- 
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taking enterprizes which contemplated force; 
{hort of a captaincy or a double file, for a- 
therwife they were not covered.. Thus Gid- 
eon, who, left Ifrael fhould boaft, was reduc- 
ed to the weakeft means, took ten men of hes 
_fervants to commence his operations againft 
Baal, Judges vi. 27. The men of Ifrael, when _ 
they fent off detachments from their army,. 
took ten men of an hundred, &c. Judges xx. 
10. David, when he dwelt in the hold, and 
was in wantof provifions, /ent out ten young 
men, 2. ¢ warriors, to go to Nabal. i Sam. 
xxv. 5. And.ten voung men that bare Foab’s ar- 
mour compaffed about, and finote Abfalom, and 
flew him: 2 Sam. xviii. 15. By this paflage 
it appears, that the commander in chief, as 
he would have occafion to move from place 
to place, had a double file of armour-bearers, 
and that every thing in them order and dil- 
cipline regarded this rule. J/ainael came, and 
ten men with him, and {mote Gedaliah that he 
died. 2 Kings xxv. 25. This view given in 
the {criptures is confirmed by other hiftory, 
that a double file was the {malleft. number; 
which by rule and good conduét, were to be 
polted for a€tion. And even thus armed, the 
valiant Gideon, in his enterprize againft Baal, 
thought proper to avatl himfelf of the moft 
fkilful management, and of the filence of the 
night, ‘ 3 i 
Abraham entertained little doubt, if there 
were fifty righteous men in Sodom, that they. 
would be able to make a ftand; and if one 
file fhould be lacking of a full corps, he 
would {till entertain an encouraging profs 
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pet. And with a peradventure upon perad- 
venture, he would defeend to forty, and to 
‘thirty; and ‘even he would not defpair to 
‘come down to twenty. Abraham counted 
‘upon men of this defcription. Hebrews. are 
known to be-mighty men of valour. in fuch 
a cafe of the laft extremity, he would even 
dare to venture upon ten. But upon lower 
ground than this, both his counfel and his 
hand failed him, and here he gave up thé 


matteras décifive. ~ 

~ And there came two angels to Sodom at e- 
ven; and Lot fat in the gate of Sodom: and 
Lot feeing them rofe up to mect them; and he 
bowed himfelf with his face toward the ground ; 
And he faid, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I 
bray you, thto your fervant’s houfe, and tarry 
all night, and wafh your feet, and ye fhall rife 
tup early, and go on your ways. And they faad, 
Nay, but we will abide in the feet all night. 
And he preffed upon them greatly; and they 
turned in unto bom, and entered into his houfe: 
and he made them a fea/t, and did bake unlea- 
vened bread; and they did eat. But before they 
lay down; the men of Sodomcompafled the 
houfé round, both old and young, all the peo- 
ple from’ every quarter. And they called un- 
to Lot, aiid demtanded that he fhould give up 
to théir brutality, the ftrangers whom he had 
taken into his houfe as his guetts. | 
“On this furprifing emergence, Lot played 
the man; he went out at the door unrothem, 
and fhut the déor after him; and addrefling 
himfelfto them with the utmolt powers of 
perfuafion, attempted firft to footh thenr with 
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the moft cordial epithets, and the kindeft far 
guage of entreaty; and then to awe them witlr 
the fear of God, and to ftrike a horror of fin 
upon their confciences; and finally to foften, 
difarm and filence them, by a proffer of the 
- greate(t facrifices, provided they would defift 
from violating his moft facred faith of hofpi- 
tality. is 
But they were too many for him; they cri- 
ed, Stand back—called him fellow—upbraid- 
ed him of being one alone, and {coffed at the 
idea that aman of no more confequence a- 
mong. them, a tranfient man, fhould thus 
prefume to diétate to awhole city; and they 
fell upon him with brutal fury, when he was 
refcued by his travellers within doors; the 
men put forth their hand and puHed Lot in- 
to the houfe to them, and fhut to the door. 
This encounter proved, to a demontftra- 
tion, that the righteous in Sodom were very 
far from being in force to maintain ground, 
or any longer to hold out in refiftance, and 
that the caufe of the city muft be given up; 
yea, the men of Sodom had taken heart at the 
retreat of Lot, and were prefling forward to 
force open the doer, when the angels per= 
ceived, that the prefervation of the family de- 
pended no longer upon ordinary means, and 
that the neceffity had come of giving a fignal 
of the prefence of angelic power. And they 
{mote the men that were before the door of the 
houfe with blindnefs, both {mall and great, fo 
that they wearied themfelves to find the door. 
Nothing now remained but to look to the 
prefervation of the righteous man, and of 
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thofe that were his. The ordinance refpeCting 

the family compatt, being a leading article 

of the covenant, that muft be fully attended 

to, and the whole family mult be looked up; 

for nothing could be dene—no, not at the 

moment of wrath, that would in the leaft in- 

fringe upon that charter, which the Lord had 
granted forth to his people under the feal of 
his own mercy and truth. And the men fad 

unto Lot, Haft thou here any befide?’ Son-in- 

law, and thy fons, and thy daughters, and 
whatfoever thou haft, bring them out of this 

place: For we will defiroy thas place; becaufe 

the cry of them is waxen great before the face 

of the Lord, and the Lord hath fent us to de- 

ftroy it. And Lot went out, and fpake unto his 

fons-in-law, which married his daughters, and 

‘faid, Up, get ye out of this place; for the 

Lord will deftroy this city: but he feemed as 
one that mocked unto his fons-tn-law. 

There is no evidence, as {ome have fuppof- 
~ ed, that thefe men were joined with the men 
of the city in the attack upon their own fa- 
mily; but the contrary is manifett, for if they 
had been.among thefe affailants, they would 
doubtlefs with them have been {mitten with 
blindnefs, which was not the cafe; neither 1s 
it to be fuppofed that they were citizens of 
Sodom, but that they were Perizzites, and 
had joined themfelves to Lot on account of 
their being fhepherds, They were, however, 
unbelievers. It has been frequently obferved, 
as in relation to the flood, and it {hould ever 
be kept in mind, that the receiving and hold- 
ing of the great truth in relation to the iflue 
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of the controverly between God and finners, » 
is the exprefs article which conftitutes. the ) 
righteous charaétter,.and draws this line of. 
diltinCtion among men. Frem this caufe of 
unbelief, the minds of the fons-in-law of Lot 
_were In a great meafure in a ftate of indiffer- 

ence as to the controverfy itfelf; infomuch, 

that they could not enterprize, and take up-. 
on them boldly the hazard of ftanding up-for 

the caufe in which the family were involved 
in fuch great peril. And the fame caufe, 
which had induced in their minds fach cold- 

nefs and langour refpe€ting taking an aétive. 
and bold part in the intereft of Lot and his, 
guefts, operated, in like manner, to render, ) 
them heedlefs and indifferent to the alarm of 
danger, from the impending deftruGtion of 
the city. OS Tuibs 4g) ou caus : 
~ Lot, as well as Abraham, hada large con- 
cern, and his houfehold confifted, doubtlefs,, 
of fome hundreds of fouls; and it is natural 

to fuppofe, that his fens-in-law were the heads; 

of his houfehold, and. that it was through, 

the unbelief, and confequent {tupor of thefe 

men, that they were all loft.—Oh, what a, 

charge will the heads of families and: houfe- 

iolds have to anfwer for, in the day of ac- 

GOODIE ys se eas Seve ele si 

' Having difcharged, this meflage, and giv= 

en his commands to his fons-in-law, Lot re- 

turned in hafte to his family; when affairs 

had arifen to an alarming height; the day; 

drew on, and the hour of ation RET) 
and the voice of the angels began to found 
like thunder ; faying, Arafe, take thy wife, and 
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thy two daughters which are here; let thou. 
be confumed in the iniquity of the city. And. 
while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his. 
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of has two daughters: and they brought 
him forth, and fet him without the city. 

» At that momentous crifis, the merciful and 
fovereign Lord himfelf arrived; he never 
‘comes too late to fave his people, who have — 
made a covenant with him by facrifice. And. 
when they had brought them forth abroad, be 
Said, Efcape for thy life; look not behind thee, 
neither ftayin all the plain: efeape to the moun 
tain left thou be confumed.—The minifters of 
vengeance were now in the aét of throwing 
off their covers, and taking arms to execute 
their orders, and were turning about in battle 
array again{t the city, Alas! Lot foon became 
fenfible of the importance of the moments he 
had loft by lingering in Sodom; . and he now 
felt, that without fome further intervention 
of mercy, he muft perifh after all. 


Wherefore, almoft breathlefs and ready We 


to fink under the weight of the gathering 
cloud, he addrefled himfelf to his fovereign, 
and entreated the good Lord, that a dle ci- 
ty, which was near by in the plain, might 
be given to him as a city of refuge—And 
Lot fad unto them, Oh! not fo my Lord: Be- 
hold now, thy fervant hath found grace in thy 
Sight, and thou haft magnified thy mercy, which 
dt haft fhewed unto me in faving my life: 
and I cannot e/cape to the mountarn, left yet the 
evil overtake me, and I die. Behold now, this — 
city 1s near to flee unto, and it 1s a little ones 
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Oh! let me efcape thither; (ts tt nota litle 
one?) and my foul fhall live. And he faid un- 
to him, fee, Fhave accepted thee concerning this 
thing alfo, that I will not overthrow this city, 
. for the which thou haft fpoken. Hafte thee, efcape 
‘thither; for I cannot do any thing tilt thou 
be come thither: therefore the name of the city 
was called Zoar. ieee ais 
See now aman efcaping for his life! But 
his wife looked back from behind him; and 
at the fight of the unveiled face of the angel, 
fhe became petrified, and followed on no. 
more. Remember Lot’s wife. The fun was 
rien upon the earth when Lot entered into Zo- 
ar. Then the Lordrained upon Sodom and up- 
on Gomorrah brimftone and fire from the Lord 
out of heaven. And heoverthrew thofe cites, and. 
all the plarn, and all the inhabitants of the ci- 
ries, and that which grew upon the ground — 
And Abraham gat up early wn the morning, to 
the place where he food before the Lord. And 
he came juft in time to witnefs the explofic 
on of che vengeance of eternal fire upon the 
accurfed cities. And he looked towards So- 
dom and Gomorrah, and toward all the cities 
of the plain, and beheld, and lo, the fmoke of the 
country went up as the {moke of a furnace.— 
When the wicked are Cut of, THOU SHALT 
sEE Ir. The place where Abraham ftood, 
was on the rifing ground, on the weftern fide. 
of Sodom ; and Lot went out on the oppo- 
fite eaftern fide. . 
I have been the more particular in remark- 
ing upon this memorable event of divine 
providence, as it is faid exprefsly, to be an 
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émblem or picture of the final deftruétion of 
Great Babylon, and of the cities of the nati- 
ons in confederacy with her. And Babylon 
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chal- 
dees excellency, fhall be as when God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Vai. xi. 19. 

Though, undoubtedly, at the some of the 

end, when the tran/greffors are come to the 
full, and the times of the Gentiles are ful- 
filled, and the finifhing cataftrophe will come 
upon the ungodly, there will be many thou- 
fands of righteous fouls in the world; yet it 
is manifeft from the {criptures, that from 
various unhappy caufes, they will be found 
in no condition of order and ftrength, fo as 
to be able to make a ftand againft the over- 
{fpreading deluge of iniquity. And J heard 
the man cloathed tn linen, which was upon the 
waters of the river, when he held up his right 
hand,and has left hand unto heaven, and [ware 
by him that liveth for ever, that it fhall be for 
a time, times and a half: and when he fhali 
have ACCOMPLISHED fo fcatter the power of 
the holy people, all thefe things fhall be F1- 
NISHED. Dan. xu. 7. 

The righteous, at that perilous junéture, 
whatever may be their numbers, will be trod- 
den down and {cattered—they will be at the 
end of all their {kill and prowefs—and will 
be no more able to refift the torrent of apos- 
tacy and wickednefs, than was the righteous 
man dwelling alone in Sodom. ‘Then all 
the wicked of the earth will know, to their 
forrow, what wrong they have done to their 
own fouls, in ioeeds, oppofing, and wear- 
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ing out the faints of the moft high. Ah 
‘then, all the proud and fcornful of the earth 
‘will be convinced cf their miftake, and‘too 
‘late will confefs the truth which they had of- 
‘ten been told, that the righteous, their re- 
provers, were their beft friends. diag 
~ “This weak, broken, and forlorn flate of 
the righteous, as to their influence and teftt 
mony in the world, will not all, nor even in. 
the greateft part, take place by means of the 
oppofition from without. Neither earth nor 
hell could effeét fo much, by means of their 
own proper forces; but the greateft evil will 
arife from apoilacy and corruption within. 
There will be among the covenant people. 
themfelves, a great many fons 1h-law—men 
who love their ownfelves and the world, and 
the things which are in the world; through 
whofe debates and ftrifes, for their owh 
things, the great compaét and fettlement of 
the people in their embodied and organized 
ftate, will be difquieted and difturbed; and 
this, to fuch a fuffering degree, that the moft 
faithful, the deareft brethren; and even the 
fathers themfelves, will be forced, through 
painful necellity, to feGarize and feparate.— 
And it has long been known, that a breach 
of this nature, is like the breaking forth of wa- 
ters—it will continue {till to widen by new 
feClarifms, until it becomes great lke the fea;. 
who can heal it? pie 
It will be remembered, that the weak and 
inetficrent {tate that Lot was found in, was oc< 
cafioned at firlt by a ftrife between the herd- 
men of Abraham-and of Lot, which caufed 
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them to feparate thernfelves the one from the 
other; in which cafe the. good man, Lot, 
was left alone; for it proved that he had 
not, as Abraham, an Eliezer to head his 
hhoufehold; and, confequently, he loft his 
boufehold, and- all his concetn, together 
with his wife; and, moft probably, two 
daughters. And yet, the mercy of God was 
greatly magnified; in faving him alive. 
What will be. the great caufe, leading to 
the final deftru€tion of the world, is plainly 
intimated, Matt. xviii: 7. Woe unto the world 
becaule of offences! for zt ntufl needs be that 
bffences come: but WOE TO THAT. MAN by 
whom the offence cometh. ‘Vhefe offences, as 
may be feen ini the connetion, were expect- 
ed to arife among the brethren in the church, 
Cafes of offence, which caufe breaches 1m the 
church, may generally be traced to an indi- 
vidual, or at lea{t to a {mall number of per- 
fons. It is not unlikely, that the fons-in-law 
of Lot were the principals in the {trifes among 
the herdmen, which caufed the fatal fepara- 
tion between Abraham and Lot. It may be 
feen in the ftory of Laban and Jacob, that it 
was the cuftom of thefe people who kept cat- 
tle, to employ their daughters and fons-in- 
law with their flocks; and it may be feared 
that Lot himfelf, though not the principal 
eaufe, was yet not altogesher innocent—the 
eonfequence of all which was, woe upon 
woe—woe upon the city! and woe upon the 
offenders !—In like manner, our Lord pro- 
nounced a double woe, as the tonfequence 
of the offences which muft come in the lalk 
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days. Woe to. the world—woe to them whé 
are without, who will beftumbled, and fnared, 
and fatally involved in the fearful refult of 
offences among the brethren; but, efpecially, 
_woe to the man, the brother in the church, 
who is the firft aggreflor, or who is the prin- 
cipal obftacle in the way of reconciliation 
and healing of the divifion; 7t had been good 
for that man, if he had not been born. Ah! 
little do the thoughtlefs world confider, 
how deeply their own intereft 1s concerned 
in the breaches and divifions which, im this 
day, are {preading in the church of Chritt. 
Is tt nothing to you, all ye that pafs by ? behold 
and fee! a | 
_ Tothis broken, embarrafled and utterly 
helplefs ftate of his people, in the laft days, 
our Lord often refers; as how they fhall be 
betrayed doth by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolks, and friends: And there fhali be five 
an one houfe divided, three againfi two, and 
two again three. What then can be done? 
It is plain, that when thé matter comes to 
- this, the caufe, as it refpects the prefervation 
of the world, mutt be givert over. And when 
we confider the abounding iniquity, and how 
faft the mighty forcestof the great city aré 
gatherryg around; whilft, at the fame time, 
the little flock of Chrift, by a complication 
of evils, are em! * raffed om all fides; and 
their power divided and feattered in every 
quarter. Alas! How gloomy is the profpeét. 
The Lord’s two’ witnefles, however, wil 
never quit the ground—théy will refolve to 
fell their lives at their poft—and in the flreet 
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of the city, they will fhew themfelves in the 
thickeft of the battle, and do exploits. But 
being deferted and left alone, like Lot in 
Sodom, and Mofes when he /hewed himfelf 
unto his brethren in Egyft, and our Lord al- 
fo where he was crucified, thefe laft champi- 
ons of the truth, will be overcome and flain, 


Seftion 4. Fhe rifing of the Walls of Zion, 
The difperfion of the builders of Babel, 
preferved the believing remnant which, o- 
therwife, had been {wallowed up and loft, 
and made room for the work of faith in the 
tents of Shem; Herbig’ here. more and 
more, the divine will and doétrine of Chrift, 
until the fhout of a king was heard among 
them. | | ne 
- The people were called Ifrael, for they 
had power with God. And it early began 
to be realized by all the proud of the earth, 
that the divine inftitutions were indeed foun- 
dations; and that other foundations no man 
could lay. Rahab, of Egypt, had the faireft 
pretenfions; and firft, among the nations, 
claimed the empire; but, from hence, /he 
was cut afunder. Canaan, who refuled to 
ferve in the tenzs of Shem, felt from hence, 
a ftill heavier doom. , 
* On thefe eternal grounds, a Zion arole, 
whofe walls were falvation, and whole gates 
were praife. Who could fay to the hg 
hills, Why leap ye? This is the hill of God. 
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The dragon of Aflyria, who had humbled 
all the nations of the earth, received here, in 
.the prime of his {trength, an incurable wound. 
O that they had been wife! that they had 
anderitoad this!’that they had confidered 
‘their latter end! How foon fhould all their, 
enemies have been fubdued under them P— 
lor ther rock was not as the rock of Zion, 
they themfelves being judges. 

But, be altonifhed, O ye heavens at this!— 
The people of his Holinefs coveted to be like 
the nations, and left the divine inftitutions 
for vain things; and, by their many foolifh 
Inventions, they made themfelves viler than 
the heathen. Wherefore the Rock of their 
{alvation fold them, 

For the fore corre€tion of a difobedient 
people by the hand of men, according to the 
covenant, andto be the great buyer of the 
poor captives of Zion; and as yet the will cf 
God muft be done, and the work of redemp- 
tion be carried on and finifhed, by arefiftance 
unto blood againtt fin; Godcommanded that 
Babylon herlelf fhould rife, and become the 
golden head of the nations; and, age after age, 
be the great Aceldama of the faints and mar- 
tyrs; and, finally, of her-own lovers and fup- 
porters. ae 


Sertiin 5. Babylon the City of Kinsdoms, 


After Nimrod, whofe work was left unfin- 
ilhed, Semiramis, an ambitious woman, pave 
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to Babylon a great fet out; but her work 
feemed an objett of parade and fhow, rather 
than of that deep policy, which, in the firft 
undertaking, and in the iffue, characterized 
this emprefs of cities. inca taser 
For fome ages Babylon remained an affoci- 
ate with her fifter Nineveh; but from the time 
of Nabonaflar, who, in the fcriptures is call- 
ed Baladan, which is commonly dated 747 
years before Jefus Chriflt, fhe began to rival 
the metropolis of the Affyrian empire; and ° 
fometime inthe fucceeding reign of Mero-. 
dach-Baladan, about 710 years before Chrilt, 
fhe feemed to aflume her true ftyle; and not 
long after Judea, for the firft time, was in- 
vaded by tnis power, and the country was 
laid wafte, and Manaffeh the king was taken 
and carried bound to Babylon. It was not, 
however, until the time of Nabopolaflar, the 
father of Nebuchadnezzar, about 630 years 
before Chrift, that Nineveh was utterly de- 
ftroyed, when Babylon commenced her fin- 
gle career of glory. And as this mofl excel- 
lent fabric of human wifdom was thus finifh- 
ed by that family, Nebuchadnezzar was in- 
duced to confider it as his own work. 
Here I would again obferve, that I have | 
no zeal to fix dates. I confider it as impoflible 
to determine with certainty the dates of thefe 
ages; but, by the general confent of chrono- 
logers, the above dates are right within a 
computation of about ten years, | 
Babylon rofe up in the moft furpafling flyle 
of religion. The name of Baladan, the frit 
Babylonian monarch, was compounded oi the 


414 Divine THEORY. 


names of Bel and Dragon, which were the fa, 
vorite deities of Babylon and Nineveh; by 
which liberality, doubtle{s, he intended to im- 
prove his popularity with both nations, and 
aid the union of both flates. And his fon im- 
‘proved upon this ftroke of policy, and to the 
pame of Baladan, which he retained, he add- 
ed that of Merodach. Baladan fignifies che 
fon of death, and Mercdach, in the Syriac 
‘tongue, is the prince below, or as we fhould 
fay, the prince of hell. ne 
Ancient idolaters conceived of two prin- 
cipal deities, which they worlhipped, viz. a 
fupernal and an infernal deity; but as fear. 
was the. great principle of their religion, 
like the aborigines of America, they thought 
it moft to their advantage, and were induced 
to pay their chief homage to the evil genil, 
Thus the apoftle obferved, The things which 
the Genti.es facrifice, they fucrifice to devils or 
demons. 1 Cor. x. 20. The prophet Ifaiah, 
chap. xxvii. reproving and threatening the 
people of Hrael for their ailiances with the 
Aff) rian and Babylonian powers, alluded ta 
this flyle of their kings, faying, Becau/e ye 
bave faid, We have made acoven.nt with death, 
and with hell, are we at_agreement; when the 
everf.-wing foourge fhait pafs through, it frail 
not come untous. LT berefore thus faith the Lord 
God, Your covenant with death fhalt be difan- 
nulled, and your agreement wich hell, fhall not 
| fland; when the overflowing feourge fhall pafs. 
through, then ye fhuli be trodden down by it —. 
And fohn, in the opening of the feal which 
denoted the rifiag of myltical Babylon, evix 
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dently alludes to the fame things, when he 
fays, I looked, and bebold a pale horfe; and bis 
name that fat on him was Death, and hell fol=, 
lowed with him. And hence all the powers of 
darknefs are called the gates of bell. And 
when they fhall sogether receive their final 
doom, in the fecond death, at the fecond and 
laft judgment, it is faid, that death and bell 
were caft into the lake of fire. Merodach-Bal- 
adan may be confidered as the motto of the 
powers of darknefs, 2. ¢. death and hell united, 
. This would be an excellent text for a mo- 
ern evangelical preacher, as he is juftly de- 
{cribed by Williani Huntington, minifter in 
London, in his Difcourfes on the Wife and 
Foolifh Virgins.—* When the devil has in- 
‘ fluenced, varnifhed, polithed, fet forth, and 
‘equipped fuch a profeffor as this, he per- 

“fuades him that his hearing the word, his 
‘receiving it with joy, his {pringing up in 
‘ zeal, in knowledge, in a profeflion, in a re- 
‘formation, and in a feparation from the 
‘ world, and joining with God’s faints, that 
‘this 1s comverfion, it 1s regeneration, and 
* the joy he felt is the power of God, and the 
“confidence that attended it 1s the work of 
* faith wrought in the heart with power. And 
* he jurnifbes the world with preachers to con- 
‘ jirm [uch in their profefion. ‘To counterfeit 
* every.diltin&t operation of the Spirit of God 
“is the devil’s mafter-piece; and to be fet 
* down in a falfe hope, and under an infernal 
_ influence, is the fool's deepeft cell, the next to’ 
* that of utter darknefs, When the devil fends 
“ene of his minifters to counterfeit the frit 
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‘ operation of God’s Spirit, the deceiver may 
* be difcovered by the following appearance } 
“he comes with a gloomy countenance, and 
“commands a folemn awe: his deportment 
‘is grave, his voice hollow, his looks decla- 
 rative of penfivenefs and deep thought; he 
‘deals much in morality, death and judg- 
‘ment to come; his eyes ftare, his face’1s 
‘ pale, and his accents are weighty; afolemn 
‘gloom, difmal fenfations follow, and are 
‘communicated to all the audience; acold 
« chill runs thro’ the blood, and every thoughé 
. 0 the heart. is brought. into captivity to the. 
* houfe appointed for all living. ‘This is a fo- 
‘lemn meeting, and a folemn opportunity; 
‘and is called the powerful operations of the 
CHoly Spe tn a a Be ea heer 

Merodach-Baladan fending his ambafla- 
dors to Hezekiah king of Judah, and making 
his fuit atthe Lord’s court, was an accoms 
plifhed meafure; this was a fair fpecimen of 
the myttery of iniguity, and deceivablenefs 
of unrighteoufnels, which has been fo fatally — 
practifed, in thefe laft days, upon the Chrifs 
tian church. Satan, in this bufinefs, began be~ 
times to.be transformed into an angel of light 5 
to which charagter the prophet refers, by call- 
ing the king of Babyton Lucifer, fon of the 
morning. Mai. xiv. 12. It was, doubtlefs, in the 
view of all natural men, a very promifing in- 
cident, that death and hell fhould. propofe a 
truce and lafting league with life and heaven. 
QO the boldnels of this fon of darknefs! This 
propolal was not unlike the very generous 
proffer of the devil.to Jefug Chriftthat if he 
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would confent to 47s being honored and wor- - 
Shipped as the king of heaven, he fhould be 
made king below, and all the kingdoms and 
glory of this world fhould be given to him 
or his dwn; or, in other words, that he would 
éxchange kingdoms with him. , The people 
of Ifrael were altogether an eleé people; but 
the prophets, upon whom came the Holy 5pi- » 
rit, were among themi the very eleét, This bu- 
finefs deceived flezekiah, but even thzs could 
not deceive Ifaiah. sores Nearet 
_, The authority and miniftrations of the pro- 
pues formed a high court of heaven over the 
ingdoms of the world; by thé word of the 
,ord in their mouth, they planted and pluck- 
ed up rations, erected and pulled down king- 
doms. We have their commiffion, Jer. i. 9; 
10. Then the Lord put forth his hand and 
touched my mowth, andthe Lord faid unto me; 
Behold, I have put my words in thy motith_— 
See, I have this ddy fet thée over the nations, 
and over the kingdoms; to root out, and to pull 
down, and to deftroy; and to throw down; to 
build, and to plant. Agtceably to this, Baby- 
lon, the glory of kingdoms, was ordained and 
fet up: and her extenfive dominions, and 
long ages; were affigned to her by thé word 
of the Lord in the mouth of the prophets; 
and firlt, by the prophet Haiah, whofe decla- 
rations, upon thé occafion of the cordial re- 
éeption by Hezekiah of the amibafladors of 
: Hee of Babylon, require particular no- 
ice. , ) 
Then came Lfaiah the prophet unto king Hexe- 
hiah, and faid unto him, What faid thefe men? 
: | Gee 
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and from whence came they unto. thee? And 
Hezekiah faid, They came from a far country, 
even from Babylon. And he faid, What have 
they feen in thine houfe? And Hezekiah an- 
fwered,, All the'things that are in mine houfe, 
have they feen; thereis nothing among my trea- 
fures that Ihave not fhewed them. And lfaiah 
faid.unto Hezekiah, Hear the wordof the Lord. 
Behold, the days come, that alt that ts in thine 
houfe, and that which thy fathers have laid up 
an flore.unto this day, fhall-be carried into Ba- 
bylons nothing fhall be left, faith the Lord.— 
And of thy fons that fhali tffue from thee, which 
thow fhalt beget, fhall they take away, and they 
Shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Ba- 
bylon.—Vhus, upon this moft melancholy oc- 
cafion, the great commiffion.of Babylon was 
taken out, and regiflered in this high court 
of the prophets; and the children of Zion, 
and her princes, with all her treafures, were 
made over by an unalterable decree, for the 
ufe, enriching, and aggrandizement of this 
proud city. : epee cect cate te 
The giving forth of this word of the Lord 
forms a memorable date in the annals of the 
powers that be. It appears, however, by the 
 anfwer of Hezekiah, it was under{tood that 
this folemn denunciation would not go into 
effect in his days; but, fometime in the days 
of his fon, when, as has been obferved, the 
land of Judah was firft iavaded by this pow- 
er, it may be’coneluded that the long, long 
reign of Babylon, as by this decree of hea- 
ven, and the great captivity of the fons of 
Zion, commenced, svg He 
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. ‘What appears to have contributed princi- 
pally to the rife of Babylon, was the great e- 
vent of the deftruétion of the army of Serna- 
cherib, which took place about this time be- 
fore Jerufalem, ‘he Lord fent an angel and 
cut. off al/ the mighty men of valour, and the 
leaders andcaptains in the camp ; and the flow- 
er of the army, tothe number of an hundred 
and eighty five thoufand men, died in one night. 
By this blow, the Affyrian power, commonly 
ftyled the dragon, was incurably wounded.— 
This event opened the way for Babylon to 
rife unrivalled toempire. There is a remark- 
able coincidence of this event with thofe juft 
mentioned. : PN 

It has been fuppofed, that the feven times 
which were to pafs over Nebuchadnezzar, 
whilft he fhould have the heart, and act the 
part of a beaft, were intended, ina figure, to | 
defignate the times in which the king of Baby- 
jon {hould come up as a lion from the {well- 
ing of Jordan, and ketch prey upon the 
mountains of Zion.—Seven times, or one 
full week of years, upon the great prophetic 
‘fcale, is 2520 years. This fuppofition is much 
{trengthened by the confideration, that the 
continuance of myftical Babylon is faid ex, — 
prefsly to be for a time, times, and an half; 
and as the times allotted for this divifion of 
the empire, is the half of a week, three umes 
and an half, it is natural to conclude, that 
the whole of the times, called the times of 
the Gentiles, is a whole week, or feven times, 
‘And this thought is further ftrengthened by 
ather agreements, 
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~The meafures of the Babylonian empire, 
for fome time, were adopted with great fo- 
briety and moderation ; but, about fixty years 
after it was firft founded by Nabonaflar, in 
the time of Manaffeh, which was about 690 
or 700 years before Chrift, the Nebuchadnez- 
zar madnefs fell upon the brain of this pow- 
er, when it began to ravage like a lion driv- 
en from his wonted haunts. From this time, 
220 years bring us down to the age of Xer- 
xes, when a fimilar madnefs feized the Perfi- 
an monarch; and he is reprefented, Dan. vin. 
like an infuriated beaft, as fu/hing every way, 
and ftaving all that flood before him.—At 
which time, itis thought, we are to begin the 
computation of the 2300 days, which reckon- 
ing is the duration of the vifion concerning 
the daily facrifice; and the 220 added to this, 
complete the feyen times. © | 


The order of Magians, who were the grea 
repofitories of the {ciences and counfellors at 
Jaw, together with other religious orders, were 
early introduced as conftituent parts of the go- 
vernment, and made a great figure in Babylon. 
—+In this connexion, it. may be worthy of re- 
mark, that the Greeks and Romans, who, in 
their turn, came in fora fhare in the glory 
of this city of nations, formed their codes of 
laws, which, to this day, remain the great pil- 
Jars of this moft {tupendous fabric of human 
wifdom, about the fame time that the golden 
crown of Babylon was formed for the great 
image.— Of the firft laws of Greece it was 
faid, that they were written in the blood of 
the people. The law of Zion is written im 
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the blood of the fovereign. The Greeks and 
Romans fet themfelves about framing their 
civil conftitutions, as early as 624 years be- 
fore Chrift, which was nearly the fame time 
that Babylon commenced her unrivalled ca- 
Teeter sye S | Eh 
Before this era, the duties and obligations 
of fociety were a parental charge, and the of- 
fice for teaching and imprefling them was a 
fimple apartment of the family manfion ; but 
from this time they became a learned art, 
and the office has been a deep, an almoft un- 
explorable vault of the gigantic pile. _ Since 
~ the commencement of this frame of fociety, 
the exiftence of an order of men, iearned in 
the law, together with religious orders, has 
ever been found indifpenfably neceflary to the 
regular movements of the fyftem. Whilfi the 
magnitude and brightnefs of the whole fa- 
bric ftrike the mind with wonder and afto- 
nifhment, and afford the greateft proof of the 
matchlefs powers of the human invention, 
this mighty complication of the frame of fo- 
ciety appears fingularly charaéteriftic of thofe 
powers, and alfo of this moft ancient, molt 
perfeétly finifhed, and which will be the laft 
yoonument of the wifdom, the power, and the 
glory of the fons of men. | 3 
But, although, at length, Babylon arofe 
thus by the permiffion, may I not fay, the or- 
der of heaven, yet the Lord made it quickly | 
to be underftood, that it was ftill viewed as his 
implacable foe. Nebuchadnezzar, who.com- 
pleted this work, was made himfelf, with a 
view to it, a fearful monument of the divine 
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difpleafure; God thereby fhowing, that the 
proud city was under his control, that her 
reign was limited, and that in the end fhe 
fhould come down marveloufly. . 
Babylon, methinks, was the only work of 
building, except the city of God, which, fin- 
-ifhed, was perfectly fatisfaftory to. the build- 
er; but, whilft the heart of the proud mon- 
arch was filled with pleafure, and his mouth 
with admiration, beholding this moft confum- 
mate attainment of human power and {kill, 
God manifefled upon him, by making him to 
appear like a beat, that the work new finifh- 
ed, and which he fo much admired, was an 
obje& abhorrent to heaven, the fame as when 
it was firft undertaken. So widely different 
are the thoughts of God from the thoughts 
of men, and his ways from their ways. 
Nothing upon earth has ever given fo much 
fatisfadtion to man, and fo much offence ta 
God, as this glory of kingdoms. The merit of 
the work is fo great in the-view of men, and 
fuch popularity does its great lord obtain a- 
mong them on account of it, that, when it ig 
accomplilhed, all that dwell upon the earth, 
whofe names are not written in the book of 
hfe of the Lamb flain from the foundation 
of the world, fhall worfhip him, and the 
whole world {hall wender after him. For this 
men have referved their laft homage, and — 
they will pay it in an ecflacy of admiration 
and wonder. As Nebuchadnezzar. loft his 
mind, and fell down in the pofture of a beaft, 
while in the att of paying his homage to this 
ebrect of the human adoration, fo, it appears, 
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that one day, in like manner, the whole world 
will become giddy, and be feized with a kind 
of devotional fury, in paying their worfhip to 
this towering and golden image. But for this 
God has referved the inexhauftible cup of the 
wine of his fiercenefs and wrath; and one 
great day, he will pour it out upon her in the 
exultation of his foul, and with the Acaven, 
and the holy apofles and prophets exulung a- 
Found Mims? Mia ee Ope 

- This great and beautiful ftructure, which 
has employed the hands of the renowned ar- 
tificers of the nations for fo many ages, em- 
braces, as may be feen in’ the figure of Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s great image, all that is excel- 
lent and valuable of the earth, from the gold 
of Opher down to the’potter’s clay; it em- 
braces all the various forms of human _poli- 
cy, from the higheft fate of monarchy down 
to the lowelt ftate of democracy. It embra- 
ces, firft, the ftrength and glory of the four 
great ancient monarchies, bearing a pagan 
infcription; thefe form the head and body 
of the image; the gold, and the filver, and 
the brafs, and the iron; thefe feveral parts 
are united and firmly compacted together, 
by the natural and flrong cement of pagan 
idolatry.—And fecondly, it embraces the fe- 
veral modern ftates and kingdoms bearing 
the Chriftianname. Thefe form the feet of 
the image; and by reafon of the heterogene- 
ous nature of the cement, it being a mixture 
of the forms of chriftianity and pagani{m, the 
empire, in this {tate of it, is partly flrong and 
partly broken. And, finally, it embraces an 
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affemblage of all thefe parts; when it will 
rife up and ftand upon its feet, the wonder 
of the univerfe, and when its golden head 
will utter that law, thofe great words which 
- will be fo acceptable to the kings of the earth; 
and to them of the people, and kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations; and which will be on- 
ly refifted by the men who keep the com- 
mandments of God, and the teftimony of Je- 
fus Chrift. , sie evo 
That this work, after being delineated and 
exhibited in its feveral parts, will be joined 
together, and exhibited in an afflemblage of the 
glory of the whole, appears from the follow- 
ing confiderations. Nebuchadnezzar faw this. 
image, in one view, completed, and all its 
parts joined together, and ftanding up in alk 
its excellent brightnefs before him; and at 
the time it was {mitten by the {tone cut out 
without hands, it appeared to be whole, and 
THEN was the tron, the clay, the brafs, the fil- 
ver, and the gold broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the fummer threfhing- 
floor, and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them. Dan. ii. 95.—This 
agrees with the reprefentations, in the Reve- 
lation, of the exalted {tate of Babylon at the 
time of her final overthrow. And the woman 
was arrayed in purple, and fcarlet colour, and 
decked with gold, and precious flones, and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full 
“of abominations and filthine/s of her fornica- 
tions. And upon her forehead was a name writ- 
ten, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATE= 
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ONS OF THE EARTH. Chap. xvii. 4,5. How 
inuch fhe hath glorified herfelf, and lived delt- 
cioufly, Jo much torment and forrow give her: 
Jor fre faith in her heart, I fia queen, and am 
no widow, and fall fee no forrow. Therefore 
jhall her plagues come in one day, death and 
mourning, and fanane; and fhe fhall be utter- 
ly burnt with fire: for flrong is the Lord God 
who judgeth her. Rev. xviii. 7, 8.—It is dif- 
ficult, ifnot impoffible, to underftand the pro- 
phecies, without admitting this interpreta- 
tion, that Babylon, at the time of her fudden 
and irrecoverable fall, will be ina moft cleva- 
ted and proud ftate; and this has been uni- 
formly the expectation of thofe who hold to 
the kingdom, and look for the triumph and 
reign of Chrift and his faints, in the laft days, 
over all the powers of death and hell, 
To this it has been dbjeCted, that the world ' 
is now fo improved, and there is fo much 
light and knowledge among the nations, that 
they will never again confent to the fove- 
reign rule of one great mafter. But it may be 
rather expected, that thefe great improve- 
ments among the nations will accelerate the 
fearful event; for, it is known that pride and | 
ambition ufually keep pace with acquilitions 
in fcierice. It was not until the oriental na- 
tions had commenced a ftate of rapid im- 
provement, that the way was prepared for 
the rife and reign of ancient Babylon. The 
moft abfolute and extenfive fovereignty of 
Perfia was a matter of the advice, confent, 
and aid of their wifeft{ men. The ftates of 
Greéce were at the zenith of improvement 
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when they confented and gave their aid td 
the eftabli{hment of that empire; and when 
they fought to equal, if not to outdo a Per- 
fia, and even a Babylon; and Rome came 
fully into the fame purpofe at her golden 
age. And in this day, this learned age, Heth- 
ifm is the rage of the world.—Eafe, affluence, 
grandeur and power, are objeéts to men not 
eafily relinquifhed, when the means of ob- 
taining them appear to be prefented. When 
an event is foretold in the prophecies, its ap- 
parent probability or improbability is of lit- 
tle concern to us; we may, however, be al- 
lowed to make refle@ions upon the natural 
eaufes that may lead to it. 

Whiltt the prinees of this world have long 
refuled to give the power of their kingdoms 
to the Lord Chrift, they have readily come 
into the counfel of great Babylon, and for 
many fucceflive ages they have been opening 
fireams and rivers for her merchandize, and 
enriching themfelves with her treafures; and 
in the iffue, they may thank themfelves for 
the uncontroulable power and fway of that 
ene among them, who, by availing himfelf 
of the metropolitan feat, and by becoming 
the favorite fon of this emprefs city, will be 
the means of humbling them as with a red 
of iron. ‘Then the princes and lords of the 
nations may call to mind the unthankful and 
hard treatment that the fervants of God have 
received from them. As forthofe, bonds and 
afflictions abide them in every city; in Baby- 
fon they have prepared for them a fiery fur- 
nace, and in Perfia the lion’s den; but, it did 
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not fare worfe with the children of the capti- 
wity in the furnance of Nebuchadnezzar, or 


with Daniel in the den of Darius, than it did 


with Jeremiah in the dungeon of Zedekiah, 
or when fhut up in the court of his prifon. 

A more particular confideration of the fub- 
ject of myfiical Babylon, together with the 
jalt head of this empire, and the times and 
changes that pafs over her, will be difmiffed 
to the third part of this work, to which it 
properly belongs. Here I would notice, that 
the times and changes which pals in the af- 
fairs of the kingdoms of this world, and in 
the church of God in relation to them, as 
they are contained and arranged in the di- 
vine theory, like the whole fyftem of the 
word of God, they are all accommodated to 
one great rule; hence there will appear to 
be a fulfilment of the fame thing, upon a 
greater or a lefs {cale, over and over again; 
{ome cone fulfilment, however, will be more 
exprefs, comprehenfive and literal than the 
others. Thus, it is noticed, that the fame paf- 
fage is often referred to by the Holy Spirit, 
in the view of feveral diftinét events, as that 
of Hofea xi. 1. When Ifrael was.a child I lov- 
ed him, and calied my Son out of Egypt. It is 
plain that this paflage looks to the ancient e- 
vent of the children of ifrael going out of E- 
gypt, alfo to a circumftance relating to Jefus 
Chrift, Matth. ii. 15. and it feems, moreover, 
to look toan event which is yet future. It is 
from this circumftance, of the events of Provi- 
dence being ordered by one rule, and arran- 
ged in courfes according to the divine the- 
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ory, that the word of God, in all its parts, ig 
of fuch prefent ufe to believers in. every age, 
of the world; and that ail Scripture is found 
by them to be profitable for dottrine, for rer 
proot, for corre€tion, for inftru€tion in righ. 
teoufnefs; and that the whole volume of in- 
{piration, in a greater or lefs degree, is prov: 
ed to be neceflary, That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnifhed unto all food. 
WIPES, Wh cel ui tee | 
_ Something very {pecial has been oblerved 
in relation to a variety of events that have 
taken place, refpetting their agreement in 
duration, with the times that myflical Baby- 
Jon 1s faid to reign, and that the Jatt anti« 
chrift is allowed to make war upon the fera’ 
vants of God, and the witnefles are to lie, 
flain. All this is meafured by one feale, she 
time, times, and ahalf. Firlt, the court of: 
the temple of God 2s given unto the Gen- 
tiles: and the holy city fhall they tread under 
foot forty and iwo months. For the fame 
ume, a. thoufand two hundred and threefcore: 
days, the Lord’s two witnefies, at the gates. 
of the fanctuary, are found in force—the | 
ftand firm, and together wield irrefiftible. 
weapons again{l their aflailants, Secondly, 
after they have finifhed their teflimony, and. 
are no longer in efficient force, the beaft that. 
alcendeth out of the bottomlefs pit, 2. e. Me- 
rodach-Baladan, the fame is Apollyon; for 
the locufis afeended in a fmoke from the. 
bottomlefs pit, and this deftroyer, death, the 
angel of the bollomic{s pit, was the king over 
them.” He, I fay, {hall make fuccefsful War: 
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upon the witnefles forty and two months, 
and fhall wear them out, and kill them — 
And laftly, their dead bedies fhall lie in the 
{treet of the great city, three days and an. half. 
In fome meafure, doubtlefs, under the pa- 
pal reign, there has been already a fulfilment 
of this treading down of the holy city, and 
warfare between the powers of darknefs and, 
the Lord’s witnefles; but a flill more exprefs 
and literal fulfilment, muft be looked for un- 
der the laft head of Babylon; which-is the 
beaft that was, and is not, and /hall afcend out 
of the bottomlefs pit, and go into perdation 
who is alfo deferibed as being the erghth, and 
of the feven. At which fearful time, when 
the witneffes are in a flate of the greatelt 
weaknefs, deferted as Saul and Jonathan 
were upon the mountains of Gilboa, even by 
the men of Ifrae/; all the powers of deathand 
hell will be muftered, and together will fet: 
upon them, and they muft fall, and, with 
them, the laft hope of the world. It has 
been noticed, in repeated inflances, that in 
the perfecutions which have befallen the 
church, age after age, the heat. of the trial 
has continued. for about thee years and an 
half. . ‘Lhis may be again expected; and, at 
laft, it is not improbable that fomething may 
iffue in relation to the killing of two diltin- 
guifhed individuals, men who had been moft 
miraculoufly endowed with the gifts of the. 
Holy Ghoft, which will be literally for three 
days and an half. 
~ Quzsrion—Could Babylon, the glory of 
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldces excelien- 
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cy, be altogether the refult of the human 
invention! ANSweE R—Certainly not. Ina, 
firiét fenfe, there is no invention but that of 
the wildom of God. Had not the divine in- 
{titutions appeared, this work had never exe 
ited, The whole effort of human skill and 
power, in raifing a Babylon, lay in corrupt- 
ing. or counterfeiting the truth of God;- fo 
that whilft the doétrine of Chrift, and the 
glory of the Creator, were excluded from 
their own vehicle; the doérines of devils, 
and the glory of the-creature, were in their 
flead there introduced, . pity 

And this, exprefsly, is the account given 
of the matter in the feriptures, 1 hey chang- 
ed the truth of God into.a he—changed the glo- 
xy of the encorruptible God into an mage, &e. 
and worfhipped and ferved the creature nflead 
af the Creator, who ts bleed for ever, Romy 
1623-25. i : 

Many people have received, and mott tes 
nacioufly. have held, the inftitutions igno- 
rantly, without receiving the doétrine of: 
« Chulissor, feemingly, any doétrine or figni-- 
fication whatever. Such were the unbelieve: 
ing Jews, who required afin ; and, blindly. 
fuperititious, held the~truth in unrighteous= 
ne/s. But thefe Gentiles went farther.Vhey. 
fought after wifdom, required. do@rine or: 
meaning for their devices; but they fubfti-* 
tuted another name, even that of the prince 
of the bottomlefs pit, for the name of Chrift, : 
the Lord from heaven; and exalted the crea. 
ture, the vain, proud, and beafily creature, in. 
the place of the blefled Creator; and thns 
turned the truth of God into a he. 
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Babylon, though indebted to the wispom 
or Gop, for all that which rendered it fo il- 
luftrious, did not exhibit his name. ‘There, 
from the foundation to the key-ftone, man 
erafed the glorious infcription of truth, viz. 
Mount Zion, the city of the Great King, whofe 
builder and maker ts God ; and, in the place 
thereof, engraved, Js not this Great Babylon, 
that Thave built for the houfe of the kingdom, 
by the might of my power, and for the honour 
of my majefty 2? The policy of Babylon, was 
the fame as that puriued by the ferpent, in 
tempting our firft parents; which, as we 
have obferved, was to poffefs himfelf of the 
vehicle of God’s glory, to énthrone himfelf 
there, and thus to make the great and won- 
derful enfigns of truth, the mighty engine of 
oppofition to the truth. ‘Ihe whole deep 
policy is illuftrated in the ftory of the magt- 
cians of Egypt, Jannes and Jambres, in the 
manner in which they withflood Moles. _ 
The firft work of counterfeiting the divine 
model, refpected chiefly the inftitutions, as ex- 
hibiting the glory of the beginning, Hence, 
as in the defcription of ancient I'yrus, every 
thing 1s godlike, and affumes the form of pri- 
mitive glory. Son of man, take up a@ lamen- 
tation upon the king of Tyrus, and fay unio 
him, thus faith the Lord God, Thou fealeft up 
the fum full of wifdom and perfect in beauty. 
Thow haft been. in Eden the garden of God ; 
every precious flone was thy covering, the /ar- 
dius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the 
onyx, and the jafper, the fapphore, the emerald, 
and the carbuncle, and gold; the workman- 
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Ship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepa: 
ved in thee, in the day that thou waft creat- 
ed. Thou art the anointed cherub that cover- 
eth; and I have fet thee fo: thou waft upon 
ihe holy mountain of God; thou haft walked 
up and down in the midft of the ftones of fire. 
thou waft perfect in thy ways, from. the day 
that thou waft created, tilltnrquity was found 
im THER. Ezek. xxviit. 12-15; «Here is 
prefented a vehicle compofed of all the glory 
of the creation, made but for the covering 
and infolding of iniquity. And the hiero< 
glyphics of ancient Nineveh, are much ihe 
fame as thefe of Tyrus. »-The antichriftean _ 
this form is defignated by the name of the 
dragon, or the ferpent; for he makes very 
free with the tree of knowledge; he is wrfer’ 
than Daniel, there ts no fecret that they can — 
hide from him; and he deceives by faying; 
ye fhall be as Gods. Ezek. xxviii. 9; 3. This 
antichrift delights in every thing which be- 
longed to the primitive flate, but its 2nnocenz 
cy; and he flill remains, and will remain un- 
til the end. ah FERC Sh 
The work of Babylon regarded more pars 
ticularly the archangel-exhibition; hence ev- 
ry thing here; appears in an angelic form; 
her prince is defcribed by the prophets as 
being the morning ftar, amd the departments 
of fate around him as the conttellations of 
heaven; and his armies are dreadful and con= 
fuming as the frre of God. And it is obferv- 
ed relpecting the laft antichriftian head, un- 
der which ancient Babylon will be, as it were, 
revived; and the beaft that was, and is not; 
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again /hall be; that the fame defeription is re- 
peated. This beaft is the evening ftar, the an- 
gelof the bottomlefs pit; and’he employs an- 
gelic powers, maketh fire come down from hea~ 
ven, Soc. and his legions are réprefented as 
demons, See Rev. ix. 3-11. And every 
thing about him is'angelic. This antichrift, 
particularly, is fyled the Beafts ‘he deceives 
by ee Ye fhall be as angels, fat. xiv. 19. 
and he delights in every thing which belongs 
to the angel of God, except the part he takes 
in the aflichons of his people. 

+ But -myftical, or {piritual Babylon, is de- 
feribed as affecting a gofpel’ ftyle. Her 
head is the falfe prophet; and, like the pro- 
phets and apoftles, he preaches-and works 
‘miracles. And he exercifeih all the power of 
the firft beaft before him; 2, e. the angelic pow- 
er; fo that he maketh fire come down from hea- 
ven on the earth, in the fight of men; 2... he 
counterfeits both the angelic’ power, and the 
operations of the Holy Ghoft, And he decevv- 
eth them that dwelt on the earth, by the means 
of thofe miracles which he had power to do m 
the prefence of the beaft, faying to dhem that 
dwell on the earth, that they /bould make an 
amage to the beaft which had the wound by a 
fword and did live. Rev. xiii. 12, 13, 14.— 
“This antichrift deceives by faying, Ye fhall, 
be as faints; and he delights in every thing 
which belongs to the faints of God, except- 
ing only their obedience. 

it may be fuppofed that the antichrift, fach 
as was Aflyria, is calledithe Dragon, on ac- 
count of the firft attempt of the-evil fpirit a- 
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gainft Chrift being made by the agency of thé 
ferpent, who was a beaft of the field. And 
that in the.form of Babylon, is with great 
propriety ftyled a beaft; becaufe, for rea- 
fons which we have noticed, angelical pow- 
ers are ufually reprefented in the form of the 
‘beafts, or creatures. The angelical depart- 
ment, even in the church, is defcribed by the 
figures of living creatures, Rev. iv, 6. alfo, be- 
eaufe of the madnefs which has uniformly 
fallen upon thefe feveral heads, turning them — 
to mere beaits ; and becaufe, moreover, of the 
cruel and ferocious treatment this power has 
ever fhown to the faints of God; thus Paul 
fays, 1 Cor. xv. 92, he had fought weth beafts 
at Ephefus. > Gee teeilae! apd 
It appears that the powers of darknelfs have - 
purpofed to meet and oppofe Chrift, in each 
exhibition which belongs to him according 
to the divine will; thus, there are three lead- 
ing and charaéteriftical unclean {pirits; which 
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out 
of the mouth of the beajt, and out of the mouth 
of the falfe prophet... “ihefe three together u- 
nite all ihe counfel of the devil’s empire ; 
hence, we are faid to wreftle not only agzainft 
flefh and blood, which we may call our natur- 
al foe, but againft princtpahites and powers; 
againfi the rulers of the darknefs of this world ; 
thefe, as we may fay, are the angelic powers, 
as they are led on by the bealt; alfo, again/t 
Spiritual wickednefs inhagh places. . This {pis 
ritual wickednefs is the bufinefs of the falfe 
prophet. From the circumflance of thefe di- 
_flinct forms, which the foirit. of wickednels 
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affumes in oppofition to Chrift, the great ci- 
ty becomes divided into three parts. Rev. xvi. 
‘19. Not fo, however, but that devil with devil 
dam d will till hold firm concord; for we 
find the beaft and the falfe prophet uniting 
their forces in the front of the battle of the 
laft great day, where they are taken together; 
and the dragon himfelf appears to be prefent 
in the rear of the aGtion. | 
> +*But though this fa& of Babylon, viz. its 
being the wifdom of the city of God coun- 
terfeited, gives it the name of dla/phemy,; yet, 
it was from hence that Daniel, divinely ilu- 
minated, with the glerious original before his 
eyes, and ruled in every action by the law of 
his God, could take there the feats of the maf- 
ter of the magicians, and prefident of the 
princes of the whole realm, and employ him- 
{elf in every thing that tended to the good 
order, peace and profperity of the kingdom; 
and he hada fpecial motive for employing 
himfelf in this manner, when he knew by the 
word of the Lord, that the good order and 
peace of the city would tend to the welfare 
and peace of the poor captives of his people, 
who were in it. Jer, xxix. 7, And it is from 
hence that the reign of Chrift and his faints is 
fpoken of, as being a new dynalty in the king- 
dom where once their enemies had reigned. 
Daniel appears to have had his eye upon the 
great empire, which has been pofletfed in fuc- 
ceffion by the Chaldeans, the Medes and Per- 
fians, Grecians, Romans, &c. when he faid, 
The faints of the Moft Engh fhall take the kung- 
dom. Andagain, The kingdom and dominion, 
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and the greatnefs of the kingdom.under the 
whole heaven, fhadl be given to the people of the 
Samts of the Moft High. Vhe famething is 
intimated m Revelation, where, at the found 
of the feventh, angel, it is faid, The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our, 
Lord. and of his Chrift. Theretore, the apof- 
tle to the Romans exhorts, Let every foul be 
Subject unto the higher powers; forthere is no 
- power but of God. Whofoever therefore refift- 
eth the power,refilteth the ordinance of God: 
The fcene of the feventh trumpet will the- 
roughly ftrip, the palace of kingdoms of Ba- 
bylonifh furniture, flrike off the falfe marks 
and lying inferiptions, turn out the ufurper, 
and: introduce him, who/e.right it as. It may: 
be fuppefed, however, thatthe labor of the. 
wicked. in. perfeéting. this objet of their.de- 
fire, which they have fondly. dreamed was 
their own, will not be fo deftroyed, but that in. 
fome way.it will ferve the great purpofe of 
the. glory of God in Chrift; and that their 
difcoveries and improvements in the theory 
of government, like.their wealth, will, in fome. 
meafure, be preferved for the jul... , 
According to the divine will, in the na- 
tural, angelical, and evangelical fyflems, 
throughout, there exift certain. eftablifhed 
laws. which, as means, couneét with their, 
ends; and the fame refults will ordinarily 
take place, by whomfoever thofe means are. 
uled, . Hence, the juft and the unjuft, will 
often be employed together in. the fame field 
--and the evil and unthankful, by. making 
ule ofthe natural means, as well as the right. 
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eous, will fucceed in natural things; and, as 
we fay, will obtain the bleffing. Alfo, by 
being illuminated, and adopting the me- 
thods eftablifhed in the divine fyftem, men 
may fucceedin producing angelica! and evan- 
gelical effects. Balaam, by means of the 
fkilful ufe of the inflitations of the altar and, 
' facrifices, was able to take the fland of in- 
{piration and vifion. So likewile many men, 
far from. bearing the true character of the 
fons, of God, by. means of the gofpel infhitu- 
tions, which. are the name of Chrifl, have 
been able to caft out devils, and do many 
wonderful works. But though the wile men 
of Chaldea were able to act parts in the con- 
cerns of the kingdom, it might be expected 
that Daniel, the elements being divine, would 
apply himfelf in the bufinefs with far great- 
er advantage. Had. not. Babylon been 
drafted from, and in fome fort borne the 
analogy of the divine model, the part that 
Daniel acted in the government, by a man 
of his frame of mind, furely had never been 
done; the means of obtaining his end, had 
not then been in his power. | But this being 
the cafe, Daniel could officiate in the fame 
funétions with men, whofe ultimate objedts 
“were fo wide from his. 

It is from hence, alfo, that Chriftians, with 
good faith to Chrift, as the only rightful So- 
vereign, may fill places in the fiates and 
kingdoms of the world, whilft under the 
antichriftian reign; at leaft in ‘moderate 
times; and there ferve the generation of the 


righteous dy ihe will of God. It has, howe- 
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wer, frequently taken place, that decrees 
have come out in fuch a ftyle as have requi- 
red from all them who fear God, the moft 
decided refiftance. Such was the order from 
the Court of Ahab, requiring the people to 
worfhip Baal; and that of Nebuchadnezzar, 
ao worlhip his golden image; and that alfo 
of Darius, forbidding al/ worfhip. Frequent 
effays of this nature have been made in. 
Jatter ages, as the blood of the martyrs will 
fully witnefs; and it is expected, that a moft 
defperate attempt to force all men from their 
idelity to Chrift, will be made by the laft 
great king of Babylon. 
~ Butin howfoever favourable circumftances 
the friends of God and truth may be placed, 
who are called in providence to act parts in 
the affairs of the ftates and kingdoms of the 
world, whilft they belong to, and are mem- 
bers of the great city, the utmoft circumf{pec- 
tion will be required to keep themfelves pure, 
And it will behove all perfons fo called, by 
prayer and fafting, the more earneftly to 
watch over themfelves, that by a fingle eye 
to the word of God, they may be kept from 
the evil; knowing that, if in any matter they. 
depart from the eternal truth, that Je/us 2s , 
Chrefi, which is ever to be exhibited by the 
mititutions of government, they will defile . 
themfelves with the accur/ed thing. : 
Vhe Chrifhan brother who, upon trial, 
ean refolve with Daniel, to diet upon clean 
pulfe and water, in preference to the defiled 
portion of the &zng’s meat, and the wine of 
his cup; who could pais and repafs, at a 
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. banquet of royal dainties, ferved up in di- 
vers veflels of gold, foran hundred and four- 
{core days; and not touch, not tafte, not han- 
dle ;.and who will bow himfelf three times 
a day, and pray and give thanks before his 
God, with his face towards Jerufalem; fuch 
a man may venture to bea ftatefman, The 
felfdenial which is requifite for our fafety, 
under the gofpel, though it be exercifed ina 
different. manner, is by no means lefs than 
that which was required for the prefervation 
of the holy people under the law. 


‘The other parts of this work, fhould it be 
permitted that they be publifhed, will be of 
the more practical nature. I had hoped that 
the whole would have come to the public 
fome years ago; but may I fay, fatan hinder- 
ed it, and I have {ubmitted to the neceflity ; 
and, with refpe& to the remainder, I {till fub- 
mit, knowing that, in the end, the oppofiti- 
on of earth and hell will ferve only to effect 
the will of God. 

‘hus, with folemn concern, through trials 
‘and fufferings, fevere and long, endured for 
this doétrine of the kingdom of God, I have 
attempted to dete& the bold counterfeits of 
godlinels, which, in this day of grofs dark- 
nefs and abominable corruption, are every 
where traverfing the earth; and to blow an 
alarm again{t the city. By the minutry of 
the apoltle, it is faid, Adis xiii. 12. that the 
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Roman deputy was aflonifhed at the doGrine 
of ihe Lord. . The day is faft approaching, 
when this do@rine of the Lord, this that Fefus 
Chrift is Lord, will aftonyfh all the authorities 
of the world, Be FP iacading 
_ Be wife now therefore, O ye kings: be in- 
Strutted ye gudges of the earth. Serve the Lord 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kifs 
the Son, left he be angry, and ye peryfh from 
the way, when his wrath ts kindled but a Lit- 
tle: bleffed are all they that put their truft-in 
him. QO ye. nations, and kindreds, and 
tongues, and people, a// that dwell on the 
earth! fear God and give glory to him, for, 
at his own houle, the hour of his judgment ts: 
come: and worfhip him that made heaven and 
earth, and the fea, and the fountains of waters. 
When judgment has begun at the houfe of 
God, is it not time for all to bow to the ever« 
lafling gofpel? .. »» | Bet 
_ Lo thefe are parts of his ways, but the thuns 
der of his power who can underfiand 2? This 
fecret of the Lord. is yet to. be difclofed,—« 
Alas, for the families, the tribes, and all the 
kindreds of the earth—Who fhall live when 
God doth this! omy edb ae 
Grace be with all them that love our Lord _ 


Fefus Chri in finceri:y. Amen. 
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